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1. Sisterhood Is Global Institute Dakar). Moreover, SIGI presented a list of recommendations
for inclusion in the draft Platform for Action to all members

of the thirty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women, held in March 1995 in New York. The
recommendations were compiled as a result of three
international preparatory conferences convened by SIGI on
The Sisterhood Is Global Institute (SIGI), anssues that were not adequately stressed in the regional
international non-governmental organization, seeks to deepsieparatory conferences. The three SIGI conferences were
the understanding of women’s human rights at the locaReligion, Culture, and Women's Human Rights in the
national, regional, and global levels, and strives to strengthgfuslim World”, held in Washington, D.C. (9—10 September
the capacity of women to exercise their rights. SIGI's primaryg94), “Refugee Women and Children in Times of Conflict,
objectives are to inform women of the basic rights guarantegg|d in Athens (15-17 Septemb®994), and “Integration of
to them under international human rightsnwentions and to Women in Commerce and Industry: An Agenda for the
empower them to attain those rights; increase publigventy-first Century”, held in Lusaka (25-27 OctoleX94).
awareness and concern about human rights abuses committed
against women; facilitate the direct participation of wome
from the “global south” in international debates concernin

their rights; and conduct and facilitate research, and provi embgr; of SIGt.I rep;:éelzr;ted Ithe|r Gtg\{err:nlien.ts at tr:e
training models for women from the developing world in the OmMmMISsion meetings. as also participated vigorously

aras o human rigts educaton, commuricaion, af3 % SSTEN oTOELor Eonsulatens and ot
leadership. SIGI has individual members in over 60 countri ¢ P '

and maintains a network of more than 1,300 individuals an wtz—erz:ght“r\]/\;sessu?n, h_eId n I\/(Ijatrﬁh 1I9l9)4i SIC;I. p.retsertnec.j a
organizations around the world. SIGI'S geographic:%ﬂ’or shop ‘\Women's voices and the giobal media. stralegies

membership has increased to include members fro ] inclusion/models for Cha”‘?e" and.a panel c!iscu_ssipn
Azerbaijan, Malaysia, and Uzbekistan. efugee and displaced women: strate"gles for demilitarization
and peace for the twenty-first century”. SIGI members were

also active participants in the thirty-ninth session in March

1995, where SIGI presented a symposium “Challenge to

peace, human rights, and civil ititsition-building: meeting
Members of SIGI and the Executive Directothe needs of uprooted women”, and in the fortieth session,

represented the Institute at the Jurg®3 World Conference held in March 1996.

on Human Rights in Vienna, where they participated in a

panel entitled “Global Feminism: Finding Similarities, Cooperation with United Nations programmes

Seeking Solutions”. SIGI representatives also attended the  and bodies

International Conference on Population and Development

(September 1994, Cairo), and the United Nations Conference SIGI, ‘in cooperatlon with UNHCR, orgam;ed a
on Human Settlements (Habitat I1) (Juh@96, Istanbul). conference on the issue of refugee women and children in

times of conflict, in Athens, in September 1994.
In September 1995, the officers and steering committee

as well as other members of SIGI attended the Fourth World  other activities

Conference on Women in Beijing, where they organized and o .

participated in numerous panels and acted as official 1rough alerts, publications, and human rights

governmental delegates. SIGI members were also actf!cation programmes, SIGI has been supportive of various

participants at the NGO Forum preceding the Conferenclé.n'_ted Natlo_ns resolupons rel_atmg to human rights at the

SIGI members also attended the following regionélat'onal’ regional and international levels.

preparatory conferences — Asian and Pacific Regional

Preparatory Conference (June 1994, Jakarta), Latin American

and Caribbean Regional Preparatory Conference (September

1994, Buenos Aires), European Regional Preparatory

Conference (October 1994, Vienna), Western Asian Regional

Preparatory Conference (November 1994, Amman), and

African Regional Preparatory Conference (November 1994,

(Special status)

Aims and objectives

SIGI has regularly attended the annual sessions of the
ommission on the Status of Women in New York. Various

Participation in the Economic and Social Council
and United Nations conferences/ meetings



E/C.2/1999/2/Add.7

Consultations and cooperation with officials of addressed by non-governmental organizations from the
the United Nations Secretariat United States, Argentina, Egypt, Israel and the United

Throughout the period under review SIGI has consultéﬂngdom'
with numerous officials of the United Nations Secretariat. Dick Whitfield, Chair of the International Committee
of the Howard League and Chief Probation Officer in Kent,
Other examples of consultative and substantive attended the International, Scientific, Professional and
activities Advisory Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and

With the support of UNIDO and other fundingcr'm'nal‘]usnce Programme in Italy in 1995.

institutions, in1995 SIGI produced and publish#dmen to David Mathieson, Council member of the Howard
Women Dialogues: Strategies for the s21 Cenfurjeague and Chief Probation Officer in Merseyside,
(consisting of recommendations of the three internationpérticipated in the preparatory expert meeting for the
preparatory conferences for the Fourth World Conference ternational Training Workshop on Probation.
Women.

Activities

In 1997 the Leaguendertook a technical assistance
mission to Bosnia specifically to advise on the treatment of
prisoners post-release. Jack Holland, a member of the

2. Howard League for Penal Reform

(Special status, granted 1947) Howard League International Committee and Assistant Chief
Probation Officer in Hampshire, went twice to Bosnia with
Statement of purpose Christian Kuhn, the Howard League’s representative in

The Howard League takes a lead in the development\§nna. They visited prisons and met prison governors and
policy for prisons and the treatment of offenders, based §fvernmental ministers in order to explore, among other
impartial and informed research. It seeks to educate the pudfgues, how to implement United Nations standards.
and professionals in the United Kingdom and internationally  The Howard League has written reports on human rights
about good practice in the penal system. It has a membersfipthe administration of justice and, in particular, on the
of 3,000 individuals and institutions mainly in the Unitedreatment of children and juveniles in detention. It has
Kingdom but also in 20 or so othepantries. It is funded submitted papers and letters to the Commission on Human
entirely from voluntary contributions. Rights in Geneva and to the Committee on the Rights of the

Child.

A Howard League conference in Londonlif95, on the

Over the past four years the Howard League hagatment of children involved in the criminal justice system,
regularly sent representatives to the Commission on Crim@s addressed by Thomas Hammarberg on perspectives of
Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna. It has had the Convention. This speech generategbad deal of public
permanent representative in Vienna. It has been activeiinerest and television coverage in the United Kingdom.
promoting the application of norms and standards, worked to
develop policies on violence against women, and to encourage

. : ) . el

the development of good practice with regard to Juvenllqﬁ .

. . : : nite
with regard to the various United Nations standards. Sue
Wade, Council member of the Howard League and Deputy
Chief Probation Officer in Hampshire, attended the European
preparatory meeting for the ninth United Nations Congress ~ Darkness and Light: Justice, Crime and Management
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offendef®@r Today (London, 1996); Drug Couriers: A New

Sue Wade and Frances Crook, Director of the Howa‘Pderspegtlve(Londqn, 1996); Child Offenders: UK and
League. attended the Conaress held in Caira985. An nternational Practicg(London,1995);Banged up, Beaten
gue, 9 ' up, Cutting up(London,1995);Families Matter(London,

eI s herle Mstce 4564y The Howard League Good Pracice Gue o1
PP 9 y orking with Young Offende tondon,1994).

Howard League and attended by 100 people representing
Governments and non-governmental organizations. It was

Participation in United Nations meetings

The Howard League has also been involved in
oping training for prison staff in cooperation with the
d Nations.

Relevant publications of the League
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3. Human Rights Advocates Declaration on Methods of Work of Subcommission. Oral
interventions: items 20, 17 (b) and 18;
(Special status, granted 1985) (f) 1995, Subcommission. Wten interventions:

item 11. Oral interventions;
Human Rights Advocates (HRA) has 20 years of  (4) 1997, Subcommission. \Men interventions:

experience working on international human rights issuesé‘fCN.4/Sub.2/1997/NGO/10;
the United Nations and elsewhere. The goal of the o
organization is to promote fundamental human rights () 1996, Commission on the Status of Women.
worldwide through the use and further development dfténdance only;
international human rights and humanitarian law. Its primary (i)  Fourth World Conference on Women. Written
activities are to educate law students and others about tatements: NGO/80, NGO/79. Joined Joint NGO
human rights bodies of the United Nations and to facilitat@tervention on Women’s Human Rights (with 71 others).
the attendance of students at meetings of those bodies to
further their learning process. Cooperation with United Nations programmes

HRA has also intervened in cases in the United States and bodies and specialized agencies
where international human rights law would be helpful. Ithas  (3a) Cooperation with the International Labour
filed amiCUQJriefS in cases inVOlVing violations of CUStomar)Organization on migrant worker r|ghts issues;

international laws, degrading treatment and punishment in o o :
prisons, the death penalty and affirmative action. (b) Participation in the Commission on Sustainable
Development.
HRA continues to have no paid staff and an annual
budget of less than $800. The finding comes largely from
local law schools and modest membership dues and goe4. Human Rights Watch
mainly to pay for the production and ntiag of its newsletter
and notices of its public education events and for stipends for (Special status, granted 1993)
students who travel to Geneva to participate in the meetings
of United Nations human rights bodies. Introduction

Participation in the Economic and Social Council Human Rights Watch (HRW) is dedicated to protecting
and its subsidiary bodies or conferences the human rights of people around the world. It stands with

o ) ) victims and activists to prevent discrimination, to uphold
(a) 1994, Commission on Human Rights. itd&n

i o _ bolitical freedom, to protect people fromhumane conduct
Interventions: E/CN4/1994/NGO/27, E/CN.4/1994/NGO/2 n Wartime, and to bring offenders to justice. It investigates

E/CN.4/1994/NGO/30;  E/CN.4/1994/NGO/50.  Orabhy exposes human rights violations and holds abusers
interventions: agenda items 3, 11, 12; accountable. It enlists the public and the international
(b) 1995, Commission on Human Rights. M&n community to support the cause of human rights for all.

interventions: E/CN.4/1995/NGO/36, joined in intervention HRW began in 1978 with thefinding of its Europe and

on human rights and environment. Oral interventions: iteMgynira) Asia division (then known as Helsinki Watch). Today,

11,12 and 13; it also includes divisions covering Africa, the Americas, Asia,
(c) 1996, Commission on Human Rights. ten and the Middle East. In addition, it includes three thematic

interventions: E/CN.4/1996/23/Add.1 and 2; item 13. Oralivisions on arms, children’s rights, and women'’s rights. It

interventions: item 10; maintains offices in New York, Washington, D.C., Los
(d) 1997, Commission on Human Rights. ¥&n Angeles, London, Brussels, Moscow, Sarajevo, Dushanbe,

interventions: E/CN.4/1997/NGO/9; E/CN1A97/NGO/48; L""RSVT/"?”L T.bigSi’ Rig d‘“} Janeiro, Kigall a;‘dl Hong ,Ko?g-
E/CN.4/1997/NGO/79; E/CN.4/1997/NGO/54; IS an indeépendent, non-governmental organization,

E/CN.4/1997/NGO/71; item 14. Oral interventions: item 133 1PPOrted by contributions from private individuals and
' foundations worldwide. It accepts no governmental funds,

(e) 1994, Subcommission. Wtten interventions: directly or indirectly.
Agenda item 15; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/NGO/10(a); Joint
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Participation in the Economic and Social Council part of an editorial group drafting the NGO Guide to
and its subsidiary bodies and United Nations International Standards on Refugees and Human Rights. The
meetings group metin Geneva in October 1996, April 1997, and July

During the period under reviewl 994-1997) HRW 1997. In addition, HRW was invited to participate in the

attended each session of the Commission on Human Rigtﬁé‘?ering Group (_)f the C'_S Confere_nce, and the NGO
paratory meeting, held in Geneva in July 1997. In July

submitting numerous written statements and making o€ he invitat oy .
interventions. Each year HRW also attended the annl}a?w’ at the invitation oUNDP, a HRW representative

sessions of the Commission’s Working Group on the Optionﬁ?rt"?'pated_'n the UNDP Conference on Good Governance,
Protocol to the Convention against Torture. HRW alslaeld in Addis Ababa.

regularly attended meetings of the Third Committee of the HRW frequently provided information to the
General Assembly. In 1995 and 1997, HRW attended the mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights. It regularly
sessions of the Subcommission on Prevention of attended sessions ofthe Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, submitting submitting information and responding to the Committee’s
written statements and making an oral interventiod®95. enquiries. It also attended sessions of and provided

In addition, in 1994, HRW subitted a written statementto information to the other human rights treaty bodies.

the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. HRW frequently consulted with UNICEF on a number

Every year since 1995, HRW has attended the CommiSSi&nissues, including, most prominently, child soldiers, child

on the Status of Women. labour and police violence against street children. HRW
Representatives of HRW attended several United regularly provided human rights materials to United Nations

Nations world conferences: the International Conference on agencies and departments, such as UNHCR, UNDP, and the

Population and Development, in Cairo in September 1994; Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, United

the Fourth World Conference on Women, in Beijingli®95; Nations Secretariat, often in response to specific requests.

and the Second United Nations Conference on Human

. . ) HRW attached great importance to the work of the ad
Settlements (Habitat Il), in Istanbul in Juh896.

hoc International Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and
In 1996, HRW participated in the work of the @@mmic  for Rwanda. It maintained working contacts with the staffs of
and Social Council's Open-ended Working Group on the thetwo tribunals and published reports focusing on aspects
Review of Arrangements for Consultations with Non- oftheir work. It also followed closely and supported the work
Governmental Organizations. Since 1997, HRW’s United on the creation of an international criminal court.
Nations representative has served as Vice-Chair of the
International Non-Governmental Organizations Committee  Action in implementation of United Nations
on Human Rights, in consultative status with the Economic  resolutions

and Social Council. HRW regularly advocated on behalf of the

implementation of human rights resolutions of the
Commission on Human Rights and the General Assembly. It
conducted its dvocacy both in several of the countries it

In 1996, HRW was invited by the United Nations to regularly monitors and in international forums. Every year
participate in the Second International Consultation on during the period under review, HRW conducted advocacy
HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, held in Geneva by the Centre on behalf of the implementation of the General Assembly
for Human Rights and the Joint and Co-sponsored United resolutions regarding landmines.
Nations Programme on Human Immunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (UNAIDS), and Consultations and cooperation with officials of
convened for the purpose of drafting a set of guidelines to  the United Nations Secretariat
assist States in formulating their HIV/AIDS policies.

Cooperation with United Nations programmes
and bodies and specialized agencies

HRW maintained regular contacts with the High

HRW also participated in the regional conference t@ommissioner for Human Rights, providing information and
address the problems of refugees, internally displacegdlpertise on a range of issues. As an organization based in
persons, other forms of involuntary displacement ardew York, it frequently consulted with members of different
returnees in the Commonwealth of Independent States afgpartments of the Secretariat and participated in numerous
relevant neighbouring States, held by UNHCR in May 199feetings at United Nations Headquarters. It also regularly
in Geneva, and subsequently was invited by UNHCR to kearticipated in the monthly briefings of the Office for the
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Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs with non-governmental [Indigenous] Draft Declaration; the Subcommission on
organizations. Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

In September 1997, a representative of HRW, a C8_nd its Working Groups on Indigenous Populations and on

founding organization of the International Campaign to Baﬁthnic' Religious and Linguistic Mindties, all held annually

Landmines, was invited to join Secretary-General Kofi Annah Geneva. Included in the organization’s delegations to those

and other world leaders at a press conference at Unitr&?etings are representatives of indigenous communities that

Nations Headquarters marking the conclusion of negotiatioﬁke 'organlzan.on frains to work within t.he Ecopomlc and
of the ban treaty. Social Council to promote the human rights of indigenous

peoples. The first trainee was Rigoberta Mencha Tan, Quiche

leader from Guatemala, later Nobel Laureate (1992) and
5. |ndigen0us World Association Special United Nations Ambassador for the Year of the

World’s Indigenous Peoplel@93) and the United Nations
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People
(1995-2004). The co-director of the Indigeus World

Association accompanied and trained Ms. Menchu during the

.The aims.of t.he Indigen.ous. Worl(_j Assoc?ation are tPojevant 1982-1983 meetings of the United Nations,
p.rowd.e .e.du.catlon in the application of international huma\'ﬂcluding the eighteenth session of the Subcommission on
rights |n|t|at|vgs, law aqd Processes :?md to promote the rlH":r‘evention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and
of law domestically and internationally in relation to the right§. . first session of the Working Group on Indigenous

of indigenous .peoples, ethnic minorities, and uprootel_{,io ulations; the 1982 session of the General Assembly’s
peoples, and to inform the concerned groups and the 9€NefRlrd Committee, and the thirty-ninth session of the

public in various countries about the achievements and w mmission on Human Rights. The organization participated

of the United Nations system in those fields. The means ﬁfthe planning meetings in New York and Geneva for the

achieving these aims include: documentation and informaﬂ%urth World Conference on Women. and sent five
N Englls? and Sp;lnlsh; organlz?u.on of Conferenc(,aﬁapresentativesfromfive Latin American, African, and Asian
seminars, forums, and course curricula; emergency meetings ries to the conference in Beijing (Septemb@85), and

on urgent S|tuat|o.ns;. CO‘_’pera“?” with othgr NON4as instrumental in planning and operating the indigenous
governmental organizations in the field; consultations wi ntre (tent) at the parallel NGO conference

Governments, international and intergovernmental

organizations and organs, with private institutions and  The organization is included in the Special List of non-
religious bodies, regarding the rights of vulnerable peopleg@vernmental organizations which cooperate with the
participation in all relevant United Nations forums. The colnternational Labour Organization in Geneva. The ILO
directors of the organization are Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz agéiPulates that only “non-governmental international
Petuuche Gilbert (member of the Acoma Tribe, New Mexic&rganizations whose aims and objectives are in harmony with
and member of the governing body of the Acoma Tribdhe spirit, aims and principles of the ILO Constitution and
Council). The organization is represented at United NatioM§10se scope and capacity allow them to make a substantial
Headquarters by Rosamel Milliman (Mapuche, Chile), whgontribution to the work of the ILO can enter into a
also represents the organization in South America. At tik@operative arrangement with the ILO through its Special
United Nations offices in Geneva, the representative is Uliskit". Since its founding, the organization has cooperated
Rosas (Quechua, Pert). Other permanent representatié@sely with UNHCR, particularly in Central America and
include Nganeko Minhinnick (Maori elder, New Zealand)!V'eXiCOx observing the situation of indigenous refugees. The
Mililani B. Trask (Governor, Ka Lahui Hawai'i); Daniel €O-director of the organization was an honorary guest of
Flores (Nahua, El Salvador), representative to CenttdNHCR at its regional conference on Central American
America and Mexico. The Indigenous World Association wa&fugees.

founded in Central America ih981, was cor#uted as an The Indigenous World Association provides

association under the laws of the State of Geneviaformation to Governments and non-governmental
Switzerland, in 1984, anekceived consultative Il status Withorganizations in support of all resolutions concerning

the Economic and Social Council i®85. indigenous peoples, ethnic miries, and migrant workers.
Since its founding the organization has sent indiges 1 Ne organization has regularly consulted and cooperated with

delegations to the following United Nations meetinggiumerous officials of the United Nations Secretariat, in
Commission on Human Rights and its Working Group on tHearticular at the United Nations offices in Geneva — the

(Special status, granted 1985)
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Centre for Human Rights and the High Commissioner for§, |nstitute for International
Human Rights. The organization closely cooperated with the Economic Cooperation and
United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations during

its tenure of existence. Since its founding, the organization Development (ICEPS)

has paid particular attention to the increase in indigenous

communities becoming refugees in neighbouring countries  (Special status, granted 1993)
and internal refugees within their own States. In this regard,

the organization has cooperated with a number of institutions ~ Aims and purposes of ICEPS

in field-level collaboration and joint sponsorship of meetings,
seminars and studies, including the Refugee Studigﬁd

) . . . . Development (ICEPS) is a non-profit organization
Progra.mr.ne at Oxford University, thg Latin American Studi unded in1966 and made up of prominent members from the
Association, and the Secretariat of the Independen

o A - : World of politics, culture and business. 1990 the Instute
Commission on Intern-atlonal Humgmt.anan Issues in Gene Bined the European Association of Development Research
To prpmgte educatloq about. |nd|g(_anous refugees, t fid Training Institutes as institutional member1B03 it was

organization has contributed five articles to the UNHCrecognized as a non-governmental organization in

magazine, Refuge_e,s on the msto_ry of indigenous consultative status (Category Il) with the Economic and
glsp_lacr(]emené during tth?thco_log!zatlons of the vtvet_ster oécial Council; in1995 it was granted the status of
emisp e_re._ Ince Most oThe€ in |gen0_us representatives ol nationalist body of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the orgz_anlzapon hold doct_orate or law diplomas gn_d teaChiﬁtaccordance with Law N948/1982.

the university level, Indigenous World Association also

specializes in developing curricula and materials for higher ~ The goal of ICEPS is to promote the economic
education. The organization was invited to consult with THéevelopment of developing and emerging countries in Central
Global Center (formerly Globalvision, directed by Daniend Eastern Europe and the new independent States,
Schecter, which produced “South Africa Today” during theroviding information, research, advice and technical
1980s) on its video project “Rights and Wrongs Educationapsistance relating to international economic cooperation and
Media Project”, and the co-director of the Indigenous Worléevelopment. ICEPS carries out cooperation activities and
Association is an Advisory Board member. The organizatidgikchanges information with United Nations organizations:
also consulted in 1997 on the prize-winning, full-lengtfECLAC, FAO, UNCTAD, UNIDO, United Nations

documentary film, “Blacks and Jews”, produced by Snitowhformation Centre for Italy, Malta and the Holy See; and with
Kaufman Productions. other international organizations — i.e., World Bank, the

evelopment Centre of OECD, the World Trade

. The_lnghgenous World Assomaﬂon was Irlstrumenfégrganization, and Italian/European Research and Training
in establishing the International Year of the World nstitutes

Indigenous Peoplel@93) and the International Decade of the
World’s Indigenous Peoplel@95-2004), and participated
in all the activities generated thereby.

The Institute for International Economic Cooperation

Research, study and training activities

A project for convening a round table on environment
and development was carried out on behalf of the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs/Directorate General for
Development Cooperation, from 1993 to 1994. The project
was designed to spread information on the guidelines
resulting from the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED), both at the
national and international levels. The initiative also helped
identify possible new guidelines for Italian cooperation, to be
adopted for implementing initiatives related to environmental
protection/impact and sustainable development. The activities
were to draft the document “Environment and development:
international cooperation” (first draft), describing
methodologies adopted and initiatives started up by
bilateral/multilateral cooperation organizations, in the light
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of the guidelines resulting from UNCED,; to organize and an international economic setting oriented towards the
convene the InternationaldRnd Table on Environment and economic integration of less industrialized countries.
Development; to present the document to the National

Research Council in Rome; to prepare and distribute the  Organization of conferences and patrticipation in
second, updated draft of the document andRheceedings United Nations events

of the Round Table The International Round Table on Environment and

In order to support the Latin American Ministries oDevelopment was organized by ICEPS. It was held in Rome
Foreign Affairs, a programme relating to the training of Latinn 17 and 18 January 1994 at the National Research Council.
American Chancellery officials was carried out on behalf af was attended by representatives of the World Bank, UNDP,
the Economic Commission for Latin America and th&/NEP, FAO, OECD, the European Union, the Italian
Caribbean (ECLAC), financed by the Italian Ministry ofMinistries of Foreign Affairs and of the Environment, non-
Foreign Affairs, from 1993 to 1995. The objective was tgovernmental organizations, environmental organizations,
improve the capability of Latin American diplomats toand the academic and business world.
manage economic relations with Europe. The programme
organlzgd threg meetlngs a'.”?ed at d(.abatlng. prObIemSé)a{ntiago de Chile, 27-28 June 1994, within the framework
economic relations and identified the diplomatic responses ..

o . : e programme referred to above, was attended by
and political behaviours necessary to improve economic . . . L .
Efyforesentanves of the Latin American Ministries of Foreign

The workshop for Latin American diplomats, held in

relations between Europe and Latin America. It completegd,. _. . )
. . . ) . . ) airs and European experts. It focused on foreign direct
two studies, in Spanish, “Foreign direct investment an

technological transfer between Europe and Latin Acegi Investments and technological transfers.

presented at the workshop for Latin American diplomats, held A seminar to present the second draft of the paper
in Santiago de Chile on 27—28 June 1994; and “The Europegiftitted “Environment and development: international
Union trade policy: the global strategy competition policy angooperation” and thé&roceedings of the und Table on

the external security policy”. Following the above initiativesEnvironment and Development: Summary and Resudts

in 1996 ECLAC issued a document prepared in collaboratidi¢ld at ICEPS on 20 October 1994.1t/blved institutions,
with ICEPS: “Economic relations between Latin America an@rganizations, non-governmental organizations etc.,
the European Union: the role of external services” (edited iAterested in  subjects related to environmental
Spanish). protection/impact, sustainable development and international

The study “Economic integration of deVelopmgcooperatlon,so as to identify possible follow-up activities.

countries in the global @momy”, including remarks and ICEPS participated in the World Summit for Social
statistical data, was issued in April 1996, in time for the nintRevelopment held in Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995. A
session of UNCTAD (Midrand, South Africa, 27 April-11representative of ICEPS took part directly in the debate and
May 1996). got in touch with other international organizations and non-
The paper “Principles and actions of United Nationgox_/e_r_nmental organizations with which to _start collaborgtlon
. o activities and collected all the documentation made available
Conferences relating to food security” was prepared I . A

. . . e . (Elurmg the Summit.

conjunction with the activities promoted in Italy, as hos _ _ _
country, to support the FAO World Food Summit (Rome,  On 6 April 1995, ICEPS organized a conference in
13-17 Novembet 996) and distributed during the summitcooperation with the Department of Public Information of the
It synthesizes the main guidelines resulting from previoudnited Nations Secretariat, for Italy, Malta and the Holy See,
United Nations world conferences relating to povertio present the outcomes of the World Summit for Social
eradication and food security and emergency measures Rgvelopment, and distribute to the participants the Italian
solving such problems. version, translated by ICEPS, of the following documents:

“The European Union trade policy towards developinDeCIaratlon and Programme of Action of the World Summit

. e . . : . cﬁ)r Social Development; “An agenda for development:
countries _ within  multilateralism, _regionalism an development and international economic cooperation” (report
marginalism” was issued in DecemhE996. It was designed P P P

; . .___.of the Secretary-General to the forty-eighth session of the
to analyse the present debate on the multilateral liberalizatign L . o
. L . eneral Assembly, 6 May 1994); “Analysis of the main issues

oftrade and regional economic integration promoted by the . .
; : t0 be developed at the World Summit for Social Development

European Union and the actions the World Trade . o o
L . nd actions to be adopted to reach the Summit’s objectives,
Organization and UNCTAD intended to undertake to create . : .
In conformity with the General Assembly resolution 47/92
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(report of the Secretary-General). The Conference was resolutions, meetings, world summits, projects and initiatives
chaired by Jacques Baudot, Coordinator of the World Sumnuihdertaken by the United Nations and other international

for Social Development, and attended by Nadia Younes, organizations, which is used in preparing the Repahiy
Director of the United Nations Information Centre, for Italy, distributed free of charge to institutes, actors and agents
Malta and the Holy See, Giorgio Testori, head of the Italian concerned. The objective is to foster at the national level the
delegation to the Summit, and other prominent representatives  dissemination of information related to activities of
of the Italian political and diplomatic world. On thizcasion international organizations, particularly the United Nations,
ICEPS Report No.1 (April 1995) was issued containing and deal with the main subjects covering international
“Main questions emerging during the World Summit for cooperation. Among the issues of interest to the United

Social Development”. Nations are the following:
ICEPS participated as observer in the United Nations April 1995, No.1: Main questiorngng$twom the
Convention to Combat Desertification (FAO, Rome, Italy, 29 World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen,

September—10 October 1997), and attended the NGO Forum, 6-12 March 1995;

conven(;d Ic.Jn 6 (gctober, (:urlg_g ths eyenE. On tg.at qccas;on August 1995, No. 5: Fourth World Conference on
_ICEPS_ elivere to .FA.O or distribution (;oor ination o Women, Beijing, China, 4—15 September 1995:
international aid within IGADD as an instrument for )
coordinating development policy in East Africa”, issued by ~ October 1995, No. 7: A proposal to reform the United

ICEPS in 1992. Nations;
January 1996, No. 1: FAO commitment to World Food
Information activities Security and poverty reduction; February—March 1996,

Since 1994, ICEPS has helped to spread information ~NO- 2: Security and cooperation policy in the
on the main activities implemented and planned by the =~ Mediterranean, the United Nations and ltalian
Economic and Social Council, and, in general, by the United ~ Commitment;

Nations system among actors with which ICEPS maintains  June 1996, No. 3: Globalization and liberalization: the
regular relations and among institutions interested, at the reform of UNCTAD; January—February 1997, No. 1:
national level, in United Nations activities but without access ~ The World Food Summit and the reform of FAO;

to adequate and updated means of information. April 1997, No. 2: Survey on United Nations

ICEPS has been collecting United Nations perspectives. Interview of the Secretary-General of
documentation on a regular basis in order to setup a United  ICEPS on 5 March 1997, at the Foreign Affairs and
Nations archive of documents on various subjects, available  Community Commission of the Parliament.
on United Nations Web sites and forwarded particularly by _

. . . Reports -
the Economic and Social Council, UNCTAD, ECE, and other The. p are distributed to non govemmental
anizations; the Italian permanent representation to the

: . . r
departments/programmes/agencies. This has made it poss%)r%[ed Nations, the United Nations Information Centre in

easily to get access to Um_ted Nat|_ons mforr_nanon aqgome; research and development cooperation institutes; the
documents and has spread information on United NatIORS

S o alian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; commissions of foreign
activities/initiatives/events among ftitsitions concerned and affairs of the Italian Parliament. ICEPS members
ICEPS members. The archive includes the documentation ot ' '
ICEPS’ library. Itis used for organizing meetings and drafting
studies. The objective is easy and immediate access to
updated documentation/information concerning the specific
United Nations agencies, conferences, programmes and The United Nations document “Fiftieth anniversary of
commissions with which ICEPS maintains regular relationthe United Nations: origins, milestones and achievements”,
'gsued in one volume in September 1995, was translated into

. . . L. |
Since April 1995, the Institute has been publishing thg™" . S
ICEPS Repo?ta monthly newsletter focusingpon the rr?ai talian, published and distributed. The document was meant
' inform Italian public opinion and institutions/ organizations

events and activities planned and/or implemented by tﬁoe o

United Nations, the World Bank, the European Union an%oncerned about_ t.he ove:‘rall activities  planned  to
other international organizations, and on the most interestiﬁ‘(_?]mmemOrate the fiftieth anniversary.

subjects related to international cooperation. ICEPS receives An international conference, Security and Cooperation
and collects, on a regular basis, updated documentationfwlicy in the Mediterranean, the United Nations and Italian

Activities to commemorate the fiftieth
anniversary of the United Nations
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commitment, was held in Siracusa (Sicily, Italy) on 9 March  organization’s main representative in New York worked with
1996, within the framework of the acities implemented th&NDP/Department of Peosinel to design and develop

with the support of the National Committee to Commemorate curriculum and a training manual for the “programme
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations. The objective approach” to development. The organization’s main
was to identify new guidelines for Italian foreign and security representative in New York worked with the UNDP Regional
policy in the Mediterranean Basin, starting from a wide Bureau for Africa and the mission in Lagos, Nigeria, to design
integration with the actions of United Nations agencies and and deliver training in the “programme approach” to
their reform, considering the new policy of the European development for UNDRj@velnmental representatives
Union relating to the establishment of a new Euro- from Nigeria, Ghana, and Sierra Leone. The organization’s
Mediterranean Partenariat. Following the conference, the main representative in New York worked with UNDP to
proceedings were prepared and distributed. deliver staff training for the Management Skills Mirror

Programme for UNDP general staff.

7. Institute of Cultural Affairs

International 8. Institute of Internal Auditors (”A)
The Institute of Cultural Affairs International isreon- Introduction

governmental organization concerned with the human factor  The Institute of Internal Auditors (l1A) seeks to be the
in world development. The Institute of Cultural Affairsprimary international professional association, organized on
International assists the activities and operations of natioral worldwide basis, dedicated to the promotion and
member Institutes in 28 nations. The Institute has consultatidevelopment of the practice of internal auditing. It is
status with the Economic and Social Council of the Unitedommitted to providing, on an international scale,
Nations. The Institute of Cultural Affairs Internationalcomprehensive professional development activities, standards
conducts programmes in partnership with governmenbr the practice of internal auditing, and certification;
business, and the non-governmental sectors to facilitate #egearching, disseminating, and promoting to its members and
development of people, communities, and organizatiofsthe public throughout the world knowledge and information
which contribute to the growth of peace,cemic and social concerning internal auditing, internal control, and related
development, and civil society. subjects; establishing meetings worldwide in order to educate
members and others as to the practice of internal auditing as
Participation in the Economic and Social Council it exists in various countries throughout the world; bringing
and its subsidiary bodies and/or conferences and together internal auditors from all countries to share
other United Nations meetings information and experiences in internal auditing and

The organization’s representative attended the WorRjomoting education in the field of internal auditing.

Summit for Social Development, 6-12 March 1995, in The lIIA motto is “Progress through sharing”.

Copegh;gﬁn, FDeana\;\l;. 'Irdhzorgfjanlzatlon s\;\(/apresen":atlve To accomplish its mission, the Institute has four primary
attended the Fourt or onierence on vwomen, _%%jectives: to be a recognized authority; to be an

September .199fS’ II:I] Ej'ﬂng, Ckhina. 'ghg ohrg?nizatign’r? m?jin acknowledged leader; to be a principal educator; and to be
r_epresentatlve or New York attended the forty-ninth an “he rofessional organization (effectively using the skills of
fitieth DPI/NGO Conference Programmes, 10-12 Septemk\%ﬁ)

. unteers and staff).
1996, and 10-12 September 1997 in New York.
1A provides the basis of the profession of internal

Cooperation with United Nations programmes auditing in standards for the professional practice of internal
and bodies and specialized agencies auditing; code of ethics; statement of responsibilities; and

o ) o certification (Certified Internal Auditor — CIA).
The organization’s main representative in New York

assisted the UNDP/Programme Development and Support
Division in designing and facilitating a retreat on
operationalizing sustainable human development. The

Membership growth
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The organizational components of II1A are chapters or9, |nter-African Committee (IAC) on

national institutes. National institutes are self-sustaining i ; ;
organizations with anywhere from 300 to 4,000 members. Traditional Practices AffeCtmg the

The greatest membership growth has taken place in the past Health of Women and Children

few years with the addition of many new affiliates outside

North America. Membership grew from 48,410 in 1992to  (Special status, granted 1993)

63,000 at the end of 1997. Approximately one half of the

members are in North America (United States, Canada and The Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices
the Caribbean). The other one half are from outside Nor&ffecting the Health of Women and Children is an African
America. non-governmental organization set uplif84 with the aim

The following new chapters/national institutes wer@f combating harmful traditional practices, particularly female

established in 1994:997 (* Indicates creation or change of€nital mutilation (FGM) but also childhood marriage and
status to national Institute): Costa Rica, Ghana, Nicaragldl'itional taboos, while at the same time promoting positive
(1994); IIA Germany* (1995): Algeria, Chile, fch traghnonal prgcﬂces. slmce |Fs creat.lon, IAC h_as set up
Republic, Ethiopia, Karachi (Pakistan), Senegal, Sucp@t!onal comm|.ttees (affllla.tes).m 26 African countrle.s. These
(Bolivia), Turkey, U.S. Pacific (1996); IIA Austria*, national committees ftlmct-|on in most cases as national non-
Botswana, Caracas (Venezuela), Fiji, Greece, Guatemd}QVernmental organizations with a varying number of

Mississippi Gulf Coast (United States), Salem (Unitef'€mbers, ranging from 10 to more than 100, composed of
States), IIA Thailand*, Poland (1997). health professionals, representatives of national and

international non-governmental organizations and United

I1A activities held in conjunction with the United Nations agencies, and concerned individuals.

Nations or United Nations agencies Through its national committees IAC works on the

Between 1995 and 1997, IIA presented three trainir%:’élssrodOtS I(ta_vel, |rtnp_le_ment|rf19tpr(_)grammes O_f mfor_manop
sessions on communication techniques, the internal audi education, training of trainers, reorientation o

as consultant, fraud prevention, and operational auditing(fgc_umc'sers’ pperathnal resear_ch etc. Funding is received
auditors at the Food and Agriculture Organization of th@am_lyfrom L_Jnlted Nations agencies, Europ(_aan _Governments
United Nations (FAO) in Rome, Italy. In January 1997, IIAand international non-governmental organizations.
presented a training session for auditors at the World Health  In addition to consultative status with the Economic and
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. In April 1997, IIASocial Council, IAC enjoys observer status with the
presented a training session for auditors at the Internatioftiganization of African Unity and official relationship with
Labour Office in Geneva, Switzerland. In Septemh®@87, the World Health Organization. An agreement of
Karl Paschke, Under-Secretary-General of the Office ohderstanding was signed between IAC and the Economic
Internal Oversight Services, United Nations Secretariat, wa@®@mmission for Africa in 1985. In 1995, IACeceived the
guest speaker at a joint meeting of professional auditors addited Nations Population Award.

accountants, co-sponsored by the 1I1A and hosted by the World

Bank IAC representatives took part in the following United

Nations meetings:

(a) 1994.UNICEF Inter-Regional Consultation on

) o the Girl Child, India, 10-16 February. A presentation was
Since 1994, IIA leaders have participated at each of theyge by the IAC President on eradication of harmful

I1A participation in United Nations meetings

annual meetings of the United Nations auditors. traditional practices for the empowerment of girls; NGO
Consultation, New York, 3—4 March; Commission on the
Other Status of Women, New York, 7—8 March; Second United

In 1994, UNDP adopted the II/Standards for the Nations Regional Seminar on Traditional Practices Affecting
Professional Practice of Internal Auditing'heseStandards the Health of Women and Children, Sri Lanka, 4-8 July. IAC

are being used by most of the United Nations agencies. presented a paper on violence against women as a traditional
practice; International Conference on Population and

Development, Cairo, 5-13 September. IAC delivered a
statement on harmful traditional practices at the plenary
session and organized a workshop on FGM; NGO Forum and
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the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women, Dakar, concerned United Nations agencies and international non-
12-23 November. IAC organized two workshops at the NGO governmental organizations.
Forum and the IAC President made a statement relating FGM

. . 1 Since its inception, IAC has been advocating for the
to violence against women at the main conference.

implementation of various conventions related to the health

(b) 1995Thirty-ninth session of the Commission on  of women and children and to all forms of violence against
the Status of Women, New York, March. The IAC President women, such as the Convention on the Elimination of All
made a statement on traditional practices as forms of violence  Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention
against women; World Summit on Social Development, onthe Rights of the Child. It has been actively involved in the
Copenhagen, 6-12 March. IAC organized a workshop on drafting of resolutions and declarations pertaining to the
FGM in the western world; Fourth World Conference on protection of women and children against harmful traditional
Women, Beijing, 4-15 September. IAC organized a workshop  practices — e.g., Economic and Social Council resolution
at the NGO Forum on harmful traditional practices. The IAC  1992/251, oritivadl practices affecting the health of
President took part as a panellist in the UNICEF special women and children, the Vienna Declaration (on human
celebration of girls. rights), the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence

(c) 1996.UNESCO Conference on Violence andAgainst Women, World Health Assembly resolutions

Women, Paris, 4 March. IAC presented a paper on violen}f\é"m“"G_'l8 land ¥VHA47'10’ andl the Plag of Acltion of the q
against women; UNFPA Consultation Meeting on FGMI}r:terna}Elona Conference on Population and Develapment an
Addis Ababa, 27—29 March. the Beijing Platform for Action. IAC works closely with the

) ) United Nations special rapporteur on traditional practices,
(d) 1997WHO Consultation with non-governmental Hajima E. Warzazi, and with the United Nations special

organizations on the New Global Policy, Geneva, 2-3 Mayapporteur on violence, Radhika Coomaraswamy.
Fourth International Conference on Health Promotion,

Jakarta, 21-25 July; UNICEF Sub-Regional Consultation on _ AC haé beendrer::e|V|n?df|nan'((:|al cor;tnpunon_s from
Female Genital Mutilation, Eritre&4—27 September; WHO UNFPA, UNICEF and the World Bank towards Its activities.

Technical Consultation on Female Genital Mutilation%JNFPA |n!t|ated and funded a trgmmg seminar for IAC
Geneva, 15—-17 October. memberg in Ouagadougou, Bur.klna ngo in J]LQQS In

1997, a joint IAC/UNICEF evaluation project was carried out

IAC also regularly attended the meetings of the OAG, four African countries, funded by UNICEF. In consultation

Council of Ministers and the OAU Assembly of Heads ofyith JAC, UNHCR has set out a policy on harmful traditional

State and Government. practices and issued guidelines for its field staff to eradicate

In addition, during these four years, IAC took an activéhese practices, taking into account the highly geresnature
part in the meetings of the following bodies: WHO Executiv@f this issue.
Board, World Health Assembly, Committee on the Rights of
the Child, Committee on the Status of Women, Commissio . . .
on Human Rights, Special Committee of International NGO£O- Inter-American Housmg Union
on Human rights, and various NGO working groups basedin ~ (UNIAPRAVI)
Geneva.

IAC representatives were invited to take part in a  (Special status, granted 1989)

number of international conferences related to women and
health, making statements and presenting relevant The Inter-American Housing Union (UNIAPRAVI) is
background documents. an international, non-profit, non-governmental organization
éhat brings together public and private housing finance
Institutions in the Americas. It was founded in Caracas in
964 and has 124 membertitgtions (including savings and
oan associations, housing banks, mortgage banks, multi-
RHrpose banks with a mortgage portfolio, housing funds,

Practices was held (Dakar, Senegal, 17-23 November),h ina Ministri ds tariat tructi .
collaboration with the WHO Regional Office for Africa. ousing Ministries and Secretariats, construction companies,
using developers and so on) in 2buatries in the

These two meetings were attended by a large number of | . o ) .
members and other partners as well as by observers fr ericas. Its principal goal is to promote the strengthening
of housing finance and promotion institutions in the region,

In 1994, IAC organized its third Regional Conferenc
on Traditional Practices (11-15 April, Addis Ababahder
the theme “Harmful traditional practices: the way ahead”. |
1997, the fourth IAC Regional Conference on Titaxhal
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including governmental bodies responsible for defining thatend. Indeed, various Latin American countries have been
housing policy, with a view to stimulating mobilization of implementing or enhancing this mechanism.

resources for housing and accesstwising in the Americas. Access to housing for the lowest-income sectors is

The work carried out by UNIAPRAVI during the period another key factor in the housing policy agendas of the
under review has had as its main objective the consolidation Governments in the region. Thushaligéey subsidy
of UNIAPRAVI as aninformation centre and source of ideasprogrammes are being either consolidated or established as
concerning housing policy and finance. Thanks to this effort, a key mechanism for expaudiags to housing for the
UNIAPRAVI has achieved widespread recognition in the poorest groups, for whom the profit-oriented workings of the
Americas as an organization that brings together and market do not provide enough options. A number of Latin
encourages the exchange of experience between the housing American countries already have programmes of this kind,
finance systems of the various countries and promotes whichadeqng very satisfactory results, whereas other
interaction with the governmental autlities responsible for auntries are adopting specific measures to implement what
defining housing policy and the legal and institutional was already a policy decision. Indeed, at an international
frameworks for development in the housing sector. Towards seminar held by UNIAPRAVI in the Dominican Republic in
that end, it offers a range of specialized activities and services July 1997, the Dominican Presidenncaed that a
such as organizing international meetings, carrying out programme of direct housing subsidies was about to be
studies, providing training and technical assistance, implemented inthat country.

producing and distributing publications, compiling and To ease access to housing for the low-income sectors,

d'sse_m_'”a“”g stans‘ucg and compiling and coIIectmgwe State must also develop and enhance the mechanisms for
specialized documentation. the legal regularization of spontaneous and informal

The activities carried out by UNIAPRAVI are intended  settlements. This central idea has been repeatedly put forward
to meet the new policy and operational requirements of by UNIAPRAVI, given that in some Latin American countries
housing sector ingutions with a view to enhancing the role  over 50 per cent of urban properties and 90 per cent of rural
of the housing sector as a factor for economic growth and properties are not covered by formal title deeds and therefore
social development. The central, underlying idea in this $wtising and land cannot be used as security for purposes
regard is that the sectoral development model must be ofobtaining a mortgage. Regularizing legal possession of this
compatible with the overall economic development model. significant housing stock could create an enormous
Accordingly the aim is to encourage market mechanisms and opportunity for expansion in the housing finance sector. In
private-sector investment in the housing sector while at the tmettection, some Latin American countries already have
same time strengthening the role of the State as subsidiary large-scale Government-sponsored programmes for issuing
facilitator with a view to ensuring eqlity of opportunity in  title deeds and registering informal premises.

order to achieve housing solutions for all segments of the UNIAPRAVI believes that active participation by the

_p(?lpulatlo?], |_ncll|Jd|ng th_e pOf(?]rest: Thu? the point is tBrivate sector in housing development and finance is a key
Influence the 'mp ementation ofhousing policy so as_to ensUfLetor for the viability and effectiveness of housing policy.
that the_ housmg sector becomes a_factor p_romotlng h'ghﬂﬁerefore, the public sector can play a catalytic role by
gro_vvth,10b crea_t|on_, greater market integration and pover, Iping to promote stable and profitable housing finance
:\le“?f’ all of which issues are on the agenda of the Unit stems, the introduction of new products that satisfactorily
ations. meet demand, the introduction and adoption of banking
From a thematic point of view, and bearing in mind the regulations and, most of all, by promoting a housing policy
increasing globalization of economies, in various forums model that takes the long-term view and that is based on a
UNIAPRAVI has put forward possible methods and areas for partnership between the public and private sectors.

foreign investment in housing finance in Latin America, We should like to draw attention to UNIAPRAVI's

mclydmg dgbt Issuance, purchase of shares n mqrtgag&ive participation in all the Regional Meetings of Ministers
institutions, investment in technology and securitization %Ind High-level Authorities of the Housing and Urban
mor'lt(gage' portfolios. In ,foeCt’ t;;e creat|orr1]' Or]: ?econd‘?‘@evelopment Sector in Latin America and the Caribbean, a
mar gts In m(.)rtgag'es' IS a su J?Ct tp Which InCreasing.,m for which the Economic Commission for Latin America
attention is being paid in the housing finance sector in tl}%d the Caribbean (ECLAC) is the secretariat; this
,Lat'.n .Amtlenc;m ck?lluntr.u.as,' Whereb §tr0ngk IegISIat'z}lleparticipation has enabled our organization to enhance its
Institutional and enabling inatives are being taken toWards;y e 4 ction with those authorities in order thereby to provide
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leadership in ensuring dissemination and implementation of The Secretariat of the Institute regularly submitted basic
new initiatives and norms for the sector, targeted oardries information for the preparation of reports destined for the
in the region which have emerging housing systems. sessions of the Statistical Commission.

Generally speaking, these approaches and ideas have _ _ ) )
been put forward in the various countries in which ~ Cooperation with United Nations programmes
UNIAPRAVI's ideas have become established. They have ~ &nd bodies and specialized agencies
been disseminated through three main channels: firstly, The secretariat of the Institute provided assistance in
through international meetings organized, promoted 0994 to the Statistics Division of FAO in developing the
attended by UNIAPRAVI; secondly, through documents anshses for the organization of a new group on agricultural
publications prepared by UNIAPRAVI; and, thirdly, througtstatistics for the Latin American region, to replace the one
the provision of technical assistance and advice requestediit had been jointly maintained by the Institute and FAO for
members. This has enabled UNIAPRAVI to channel th@ore than three decades.
knowledge.and experience of the pouptnes that are more The Technical Secretary attended the meetings of
developed in the housing and housing finance area towargs

. . . . irectors of Statistics of the Americas convoked by ECLAC
countries which are relatively less developed but which are § held in Santiago, Chile, in October 1994 and October
making major efforts to overcome the housing shortaglqa96 ' '

afflicting them.

11. Inter-American Statistical Institute

(Special status, granted 1952)

Objectives

The Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) is a
professional organization whose purpose is to promote
statistical development in the American region. It seeks the
following objectives: development and strengthening of the
statistical profession; promotion and dissemination of
advances in statistical theory and methods; improvement in
the methodology for production of both governmental and
non-governmental statistics; promotion of measures aimed
atimproving the comparability and availability of economic
and social statistics among the nations of the region; and
cooperation with national and international organizations in
activities aimed at statistical improvement in the region.

The Institute was created on 12 Ma940, and since
1950 maintains relations of cooperation and coordination with
the Organization of American States (OAS). The Institute is
an affiliated member of the International Statisticaltinge
(ISI), another non-governmental organization in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council.

Membership in the Institute is individual288),
institutional (12 affiliated members), and ex-officio (34).

Participation in the activities of the Economic
and Social Council
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