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1. EUROPEAN FEDERATI ON OF CONFERENCE TOMS
(Speci al consultative status)

The European Federation of Conference Towns (EFCT) was founded in 1963 as a
prof essi onal association for those towns in Europe that are dedicated to the
devel opnent of nodern, efficient conference destinations, with the facilities
and services that make this possible. In 1978 EFCT was granted consultative
status with the Economi c and Social Council.

As the years have progressed, the fact has energed and been wi dely
recogni zed that conferences are a vital conponent of the comunications
processes that all countries in Europe nmust sustain if progress and soci al
devel opnent are to be nmintai ned.

Assisting the European Community

EFCT has nore than any ot her conference organi zati on made a princi pa
contribution to hel ping the European Conmunity understand the inportance of a
strong European conference industry and the value of attracting to Europe the
mai n i nternational congresses that play an essential role in professional and
soci al interchange and devel opnent.

EFCT has mai ntai ned for several years past a liaison office in Brussels
which is in continual contact with the European Union's headquarters in
Brussels, and a frequent visitor to Strasbourg to assist the European Parlianent
in matters pertaining to conferences, neetings and exhibitions.

We endeavour to keep our nenbers advi sed about the main devel opnents that
i nvol ve the Econom ¢ and Social Council, such as those concerning the convention
against torture, the rights of the child, the elimnation of racia
discrimnation, the protection of mnorities and the freedomof circulation
civil and political rights and cultural rights, the protection of intellectua
property, the Uruguay round of multilateral trade negotiations, research
cooperati on and cooperation between devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.

The organi zation has an active public relations and information programe,
typi fied by regular publications such as InterEurope, our newsletter, the annua
EFCT Report on Europe, occasional works such as its history EFCT at Thirty
(1994) and its annual Directory of Conference Towns.

Its educational programre is typified by its annual sumrer school, which
has taken place in centres in Austria, Luxenbourg, Norway, Portugal, France and
Spai n.

Here are some highlights fromthe four years covered by this review

1990

EFCT was prominent in trade exhibitions in the United States of Anerica,
Switzerland and the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland. In

/...
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cooperation with the European Community it worked hard to sustain the
Communi ty's European Year of Tourism and published its second Report on Europe
in April 1993.

A maj or survey of the European conference nmarket nmade by Touche Ross
estimated its value to be $16.9 billion, expected to rise to $56 billion

VWhen the EFCT Board met in Nicosia, Cyprus, in Cctober, it wel comed Espoo,
Finland, as its eightieth nenber, and France Congrés (representing the main
conference cities of France) as an affiliate.

This year nmarked the concl usi on of the EFCT Presidency of
George M chaelides (Nicosia, Cyprus) and the election of Tuula Lindberg
(Hel si nki, Finland).

The annual neeting in Ganada, Spain, was also the occasion for a special
conference, under EFCT auspices, of the mayors and deputy mayors of EFCT cities
around Eur ope.

1991

This was the cal anmitous year of the Gulf war. Conferences were cancell ed,
airlines ran at 20 per cent capacity, corporate neetings were cut back savagely,
and a fear of flying engulfed the world, with particular enphasis in North
Aneri ca.

VWol e floors of hotels were cl osed down across Europe, and many service
conpani es went out of business. Association congresses were rather |ess
af fected, but budgets were mininized and attendances dropped severely.

At the height of this crisis, EFCT sent a hi gh-powered deputation to the
United States to reassure the Americans about the extent of the inpact of the
@Qul f war on the potential of Europe as a tourist and conference destination
Meetings were held, in association with Successful Metings magazi ne, New York
wi th | eadi ng professional association representatives.

W al so established a Needs Assessnent Survey to establish what was nost
needed for our organi zati on and what new neasures could be taken to provide a
future healthy situation for conferences in Europe.

W addressed a sem nar of the European Union on Tourism and the Comunity
assisted our United States visit, which was seen as a val uabl e conponent of the
Eur opean Uni on's European Tourism Year

Qur annual summer school this year went to Lisbon, and we were able to
award two schol arships to East European students - part of an ongoi ng programme
to assist the devel oping nations of Eastern and Central Europe.

The out break of war in Yugoslavia was a di sastrous aspect of this year, and
| argely cl osed down our Yugoslav nmenber towns, with the exception of those in
Sl oveni a.
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For Ljubljana and Portoro?, this was an undi sputed bl essi ng.

At our Annual Meeting in Stavanger, Norway, our keynote speaker was
Paul Waterschoot, the European Commission's head of tourism who anal ysed with
us the policy and opportunities for business tourismin Europe.

H s appreciation of the role that EFCT had been playing in the devel opnent
of conferences in Europe was nost wel cone, and was felt to cenment our
partnership with the European Conmi ssion

1992

The effects of the Gulf war persisted for a long tine, and were underlined
by the Europe-w de recession that followed i mediately.

W were able to nake contact with every nenber of the European Parlianent
to enphasi ze the inportance of conferences in the new Europe, and were closely
i nvolved in revising a proposed Directive.

The draft legislation to which EFCT objected would have had a very harnful
ef fect on the whol e busi ness of nedi cal neetings across the nenber States,
t hrough the disallow ng of assistance from pharnaceutical manufacturers; these
had been hel pful in the great nmajority of Europe's nedical conferences for many
years previously.

Fortunately this action was successful, and the nedical neetings programe
in Europe was saved.

Qur annual neeting in Mntreux, Sw tzerland, brought a nunber of
participants fromthe European Union, who enphasized the work that had to be
done by all to establish business tourismas a conpetence of the Community.

1993

At mdnight on 31 Decenber the 12 European Conmunity nations becane the
| ong- her al ded Singl e European Market. The EFTA regi on should al so have becone
active, but following a surprise Swiss decision to stay out, this was del ayed
for rejigging.

EFCT had worked hard to hel p achi eve the Single European Market and it
greeted the achievenent as a major step towards sinplifying del egate and
exhi bitor travel, opening new opportunities for meetings, conventions, incentive
travel and trade shows.

EFCT was al so able to mark 15 years as a nenber of the Joint Meetings
I ndustry Council (whose Chair it currently occupies), which brings together the
top 13 professional organizations worldw de in the conference industry.

EFCT was al so concerned at this tinme about the need for tourism of which
conference tourismis a significant part, to beconme a conpetence of the
Comunity in Brussels.



E/ C. 2/1997/3
Engl i sh
Page 6

Touri smwas covered neither by the Treaty of Rome nor by the Maastricht
Treaty, and as a result there is no real Conmunity policy of programmes for it,
despite the fact that it is the biggest single industry in Europe, with the
greatest potential for enploynent and gross donestic product (CGDP).
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2. | NTERNATI ONAL ASSCCI ATI ON FOR | MPACT ASSESSMENT
(Speci al consultative status)

I nt r oducti on

The International Association for |Inpact Assessment (lAlA) was granted

speci al consultative status with the Econom c and Social Council in 1989 and
appoi nted representatives to the New York, CGeneva, and Vienna offices of the
United Nations. In addition to official activities of the association, many

i ndi vi dual menbers have contributed in their professional and private capacities
to the work of the United Nations.

Al ns and purposes of the organization

The International Association for |Inpact Assessment was organi zed in 1980
to bring together researchers, practitioners and users of various types of
i npact assessnent fromall parts of the world. As of 1995, its menbership
nunbered nore than 1,250 fromover 90 countries, a considerable increase from
previous years both in size and in distribution outside North Anerica and
Europe. 1Al A has also received increased funding fromthe Wrld Bank and the
United Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP), mainly to support participation of
i nternational menbers at its annual neetings.

| AlA's goal s are:

(a) To advance the state of the art of inpact assessment in applications
ranging fromlocal to gl obal

(b) To develop international and |ocal capability to anticipate, plan, and
nmanage t he consequences of devel opnent to enhance the quality of life for all.

The Association has as its prinmary purpose the betterment of society through the
encour agenent of inproved policy. In pursuance of this purpose, the Association
nmay:

(a) Publish, edit or otherw se dissenminate to practitioners and the
general public articles, journals, books, nmonographs, audio-visual materials and
newsl etters concerning the practice of inpact assessnent;

(b) Hold neetings, conferences, sem nars and ot her sessions at which
i nformation concerning the practice of inpact assessnent can be di ssem nat ed;

(c) Pronmote, enhance and encourage the exchange of information anmong
practitioners and users of inpact assessnent and the general public;

(d) Inprove the quality and professionalismof persons in the field of
i mpact assessnent;
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(e) Oherw se encourage the growth and devel opnent of the field of inpact
assessnent, the devel opnent of techniques in the field of inpact assessment, and
t he public understanding of and participation in the field of inpact assessnent;

(f) Undertake such other activities as will further its purpose.

The fields of inpact assessment which have particular relevance to United

Nati ons concerns have been environnental inpact assessnment and, to a nuch | esser
extent, technol ogy assessnent. In recent years, social inpact assessnent is
finding application in various social devel opment contexts, such as gender
assessnent and poverty assessnent.

Participation in the work of the Econom c and Soci al
Council and other United Nations neetings

| Al A representatives contributed to the preparation for the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent and participated in the conference.
The | Al A non-governnental organization representative to New York authored a
background paper on "Environnentally sound technol ogy assessnent” for the former
Centre for the Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent (CSTD) publication
Environmental |y Sound Technol ogy for Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (Advanced
Technol ogy Assessnent System Issue No. 7 (spring 1992)), and | Al A attended the
NGO Forumin Rio.

| AlA al so attended the 1991 CSTD conference on "Energy in Cinmte and
Devel opnent™ in Saarbricken, Germany, and the 1993 conference on "Technol ogy
Assessnent in Devel oping Countries” jointly sponsored with the Ofice of
Technol ogy Assessnent, Congress of the United States. It also presented a
statement on behalf of 1AlIA to the Commi ssion on Science and Technology at its
neeting in April 1993. Al though denographic inpact assessnment is a topic of
consi derabl e rel evance, the attenpt to secure |AlA participation at the 1994
Cairo International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent was unsuccessf ul

Cooperation with the United Nations programmes
and bodi es and the specialized agencies

| Al A cooperation with the United Nations system and the Bretton Wods
institutions has concentrated mainly on the (former) Centre for Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent (CSTD); the Wrld Bank and, nost significantly, its
Envi ronnent Departnent; and the United Nations Environment Progranme (UNEP)

Centre for Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent

As the focal point for technol ogy assessnent in the United Nations system
CSTD was a natural entry point for 1 AlA participation, and the organi zati on was
invited to present a CSTD semi nar at United Nations Headquarters on technol ogy
devel opnent and di ffusion in devel oping countries. CSTD was represented as an
openi ng pl enary speaker at the 1991 IAIA neeting in Urbana, 1llinois.
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| Al A worked closely to advance another CSTD initiative which resulted in
the formation in 1995 of the International Association of Technol ogy Assessnent
and Forecasting Institutions. The organization collaborated with CSTD staff in
the preparation of their United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent background papers. Follow ng the Conference, however, CSTD was
restructured and the position of technol ogy assessnent has been margi nalized.
| AlA m ght conceivably play a role in refocusing this interest within the United
Nati ons system

Worl d Bank

In addition to environmental imnpact assessnent, the Wrld Bank has
enphasi zed partici patory devel opnent in recent years, both subjects very nuch
aligned with the concerns of 1TAIA. In 1992, the Wrld Bank's Environnent
Depart ment undert ook sponsorship of the association's annual neeting, in
Washi ngton, D.C. Robert Coodl and, their chief ecol ogist, subsequently received
| AlA's Rose-Hul man Award for distinguished service in the field of inpact
assessnent and was el ected President of I AIA for 1994-1995. The World Bank al so
played a major role at the 1995 I AlA neeting in Durban, South Africa, and has
contributed significant resources in supporting the participation of nmenbers
from devel opi ng countries

United Nations Environnent Progranme

An early exanple of | AlA menbers' involvenment is the consultancy of John
Hor berry of Environmental Resources, Limted, in London, on Environnmental
Assessnent Procedures in the United Nations System (April 1990). Since 1993,
UNEP and | Al A have col | aborated on several joint projects, including a
conference in Paris on the state of environnental inpact assessment (ElA),
attended by several nenbers of the Association; regional El A workshops, such as
the one held at Livingstone, Zanbia, in April 1994; a sponsored session on
"African i npact assessnment" at the annual neeting in Quebec City; and, npst
significantly, the initiation of a two-year international review on "ElA
ef fecti veness” in cooperation with I AlA and the Governnent of Canada. 1n 1995
the head of UNEP s Environnent and Econonics Branch received the Rose-Hul man
Award. The UNEP Executive Director was the invited keynote speaker for the 1995
annual neeting, held in Durban, South Africa. In addition, the North Anerican
of fice has supported an initiative on the protection of indigenous peoples in
whi ch | Al A nenbers have been invol ved.

O her relevant activities

Simlar 1AlA activities can be cited in regard to UNDP, such as support of
t he 1993 Shanghai neeting by the Fund for Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent
and the liaison role played by UNDP in Brisbane, Australia. The association is
seeki ng ways to extend and expand its cooperation with the United Nations system
and to provide greater opportunities for participation in these activities by
its menbers, especially in developing countries. The role and initiative of
i ndi vi dual menbers should be noted as well, such as the | ong experience of one
at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland in training Wrld Health O ganization
workers in the ElI A approach to environmental health.
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3. I NTERNATI ONAL COUNCI L FOR BUI LDI NG RESEARCH
STUDI ES AND DOCUMENTATI ON

(Speci al consultative status)

Throughout the period under review, the International Council for Building
Research Studi es and Documentation (CIB) pursued its mission which is to serve
its nenbers through encouraging and facilitating international cooperation and
i nformation exchange in building and construction research, technol ogy
devel opnent and docunentati on

Its nmenbership conprises 450 institutions and individual experts in sone
70 countries around the world.

Virtually every major building research institute is part of the CIB
famly. During the period 1990-1993, CIB nenbership devel oped in new directions
and from new backgrounds enconpassing nore than 150 universities and technica
school s, as well as documentation centres, firns, contractors, consultancies,
standardi zati on organi zati ons, professional associations, architects,
construction-law firms, building departnents of banks and a host of other types
of organi zati ons.

The main thrust of activities took place through a network of working
comm ssions and task groups, where experts fromdifferent countries focused
their collective expertise on topics of current relevance to scientific and
t echni cal know edge, |egislation, standards and so forth.

The subject matter covered the broadest possible spectrumas the follow ng
division into main areas shows:

(a) Structural engineering; building materials; building technol ogy;

(b) Architectural managemnent;

(c) Building physics; energy; health; indoor clinate;

(d) Managenent, organization, economcs and | egal aspects of construction;
(e) Housing and pl anning;

(f) Devel oping countries;

(g) Information technol ogy and docunentation; conputer applications;

(h) Quality nanagenent.

I nformati on and docunentati on

Bui | di ng docunentati on and i nformati on managenent and transfer continued to
claima highly promnent role in CIB. Indeed, the organization began |life as an
i nternational buildi ng docunmentation association. Wthin the comm ssions
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engaged on information matters were to be found groups working on essenti al
peri odi cal s, term nol ogy, building regul ations, classification systens, building
nodel s, product data and so forth.

CBI was the sponsor for | CONDA, which is the international construction

dat abase operated by the Informationszentrum RAUM und BAU (RB) in Stuttgart,
Cer many.

Congresses and synposi a
Naturally CIB made full use of neetings as a vehicle for the effective

exchange of scientific know edge. Mbst conmi ssions and task groups cane
toget her annually or at |east every two years.

Publ i cati ons

CIB considered it a prine task to give permanent formto the results of its
activities. Hence, technical reports, proceedi ngs, recomendations, registers
and so forth were published in a steady stream

CIBis confident that material progress to the pronounced benefit of its
menber shi p was made during the period under review.
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4. | NTERNATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF WOVEN LAWYERS
(Speci al consultative status)

The International Federation of Wnen Lawers (I FW) was formed in 1944 and
was granted consultative status with the Econom ¢ and Social Council in 1954,
Since submitting its last quadrennial report in 1991, |FW has continued to grow
and now has menbers and affiliates in 78 countries.

The objectives of I FW., which follow the mandates of its constitution, are:
(a) to establish friendly international relations on a basis of equality and
nmut ual respect of all peoples; (b) to pronmbte the study of conparative |aw
(c) to pronote the principles and ains of the United Nations in their |egal and
soci al aspects; (d) to enhance and pronote the wel fare of wonmen and children
realizing that on their well-being depends the happi ness of the home and the
strength of the famly.

To realize these objectives, |FW and its nenbers worl dwi de have worked to
obtai n such | egislation as has opened up and provi ded opportunities for wonen in
the political, civil and educational fields, as well as in industry, business
and the professions. |FW has sought and obtained |egislation for the
advancenent of wonen's rights and for the protection of women and children. It
has continued to fight discrimnation, not only agai nst wonen, but against al
human bei ngs, and has actively opposed unequal admnistration of justice. To
t hese ends, | FW. has worked cooperatively with the operative bodi es of the
United Nations and with non-governnental organizations that have the sane
principles and ai ns.

| F\L proudly nunbers among its nenbers sone of the great wonen | eaders of
the worl d: the Honourabl e Angi e Brooks of Liberia, one of our former presidents
and the second woman ever to hold the office of President of the Cenera
Assenbly of the United Nations; Helvi Sipila of Finland, another of our past
presidents, the first wonman to hold the position of Assistant Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations; and Dr. Mehrangui z Manoutchehrian of the Islam c Republic
of Iran, also one of our past presidents, winner in 1968 of one of the six human
ri ghts awards presented by the United Nations. |FW has nany other
di stingui shed | eaders, including high-court judges and government officials, too
nunmerous to |ist.

| F\L has nai ntai ned permanent representatives in New York, Geneva and
Vienna; they attend neetings and work with the Secretariat in each |ocation
| FW. regul arly sends nenbers to participate in the nmeetings open to it of the
Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, Comm ssion on
Narcotic Drugs, Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial D scrimnation and
sessions of the Economic and Social Council, where its nenbers nake
reconmendations for the inplenmentation of action. |FW papers presented at the
| FW.' s Biennial Congress, reflecting the work of its nenbers in these sessions,
were on "Whnen in Politics and their Role in Nation Building", "Abuse of Wnen
and the Changes by the Executive, Legislative and Judicial to Prevent
Cont i nuance", "Recent Devel opnents in Child-related Legislation in Hong Kong"
and "Report on Constitutional R ghts of Wonmen in Africa: Problens of
| npl enent ati on".
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| FW.' s concentration has been in the Conmmission on the Status of Wnen, the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights, the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, the
Conmmi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, and the Conmittee on the Elimnation
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen and has al so worked closely with the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and United Nati ons Devel opnment Fund for Wnen
(UNIFEM and the International Labour Oganization (ILO, participating inits
78th Session in 1991. In its work with these bodies, |FW has made available to
themits nenbers' expertise in the legal field, and their professional skills in
drafting progranmmes and fornul ating proposals for legislation and for the United
Nations forward-|ooking strategi c docunents, in respect of their inplenentation
The executive committee of | FW endorsed, approved and sponsored the work of the
subcomittee on Wonen and Men in Partnership Working for Equality, of the NGO
Committee on the Status of Wnen, co-chaired by its United Nations
representative, and endorsed its officer's work for the organi zation Famly
Heal th I nternati onal

These committees were active participants in the preparatory conferences of
t he Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen, with regard to working towards the
Beijing Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and utilizing the advances and
proposal s of the Nairobi Wrld Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achi evenents of the United Nations Decade for Wnen: Equality, Devel opnment and
Peace. |FW has been and continues to be the innovative proponent of the
concept of partnership, comencing between wonen and nen, extending to civi
soci ety and governnent, and noving on to partnership between nations. To this
end, the |FW United Nations representatives have prepared printed articles,
di ssem nated i nformati on, organi zed meetings, held workshops and caucuses,
drafted proposals and worked with menbers of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Winmen and the United Nations Secretariat and United Nations subsidiary bodies.

IFW' s nost notable efforts have been in the nations of Africa where | FW
has been in the forefront of menorable achi evenents in furtherance of the rights
of wormen and their famlies. Mnbers of IFW in N geria worked to protect young
wonmen who were incarcerated and shorten the period of their detainnent. Their
strong anti-drug camnpai gn has been successful as has been that in Ghana. |FW
nenbers have been involved in attenpts to alleviate the refugee problens in East
Africa; maintaining an office in Nairobi, Kenya, for this purpose, they have
been cooperating with the efforts of the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNCHR). |FW co-signed the final text of the
statenent on refugee and di spl aced wonen and children submitted to the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, Vienna, 1991, and was al so pivotal in the
organi zation of the African Comnittee to Fight against Traditional Practices
Inimcal to the Health of Wwnen and Chil dren

IFW., in its fight against discrimnation, has worked in the areas of
i ndi genous peopl es, narcotics and drugs, the girl child and the rights of
mnorities. |Its menbers have submtted resolutions that were presented to
and/ or adopted by the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, 1993, in particular on the right to a fair trial and a
remedy. At the Wirld Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, 1993, |FW continued
its support of legislation to establish wonen's rights, and inheritance by
wi dows, to abolish certain w dowhood practices. In Pakistan, |IFW provided
| egal services for law reforns, conbating viol ence and ai di ng wonen i nprisoned

l...
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under gender-biased laws. |FW participated in the first regional sem nar on
Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Wnen and Chil dren organi zed by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations in Burkina Faso and wor ked
cooperatively with the Centre for Independence of Judges and Lawyers (CIJL) in
nonitoring and reporting to the United Nations harassnents and persecutions
wor | dwi de.

| FWL di ssem nates information from United Nations bodi es and agenci es by
conducting sem nars and neetings touching on current issues and probl ens and
through its biennial publications and sem -annual newsletter. The Internationa
Federation of Wonen Lawyers has a unique position in the United Nations/
non- governmental organi zati on community, lending its |egal expertise to
comm ssions, to commttees and to other non-governnmental organizations, in
interpreting |laws, rules and regul ations and assisting in the fornmulation of
recomrendati ons and resol utions.
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5. | NTERNATI ONAL LAW ASSCCI ATI ON
(Speci al consultative status)

I nt r oducti on

Hi story

The International Law Association (ILA) was founded in Cctober 1873 in
Brussel s under the nanme Association for the Reformand Codification of the Law
of Nations. The present nane was adopted in 1875.

For the first 10 years, conferences were held annually; thereafter they
have been broadly biennial. Up to the 48th conference in 1958, only five
nmeetings were held outside Europe, four of which were held in the United States
of Anerica, and the fifth in Buenos Aires (1922); nore recently conferences have
been held in Tokyo (1964), Buenos Aires (1968), New York (1972), New Del hi
(1974), Manila (1978), Mntreal (1982), Seoul (1986), Broadbeach/ Queensl and
(1990) and Cairo (1992); the renmining conferences were held in Europe.

Branches were authorized in 1910, the first one being established in the
Net herl ands, followed by the German branch in 1912. Before World War 11, other
branches were established in the United States, Austria, Belgium (wth
Luxenbourg), Dennark, France, ltaly, Japan, Norway, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland
and Yugosl avi a.

oj ectives

Under its Constitution, the objectives include the study, elucidation and
advancenent of international |law, public and private, the study of comparative
| aw, the making of proposals for the solution of conflicts of law and for the
unification of law, and the furthering of international understanding and
goodwi | I .

Menber shi p

At the end of the reporting period, the Association had expanded to 4,000
menbers: approximately 150 from 60 countries (where the Association has no
branch) enrolled with headquarters and the remai ni ng nunber in 42 regiona
branches, of which 2 are in North Arerica, 5 are in Central and South America
10 are in Asia, 1 is in Cceania, 2 are in Africa and 22 are in Europe.

Met hods of work

The International Law Associ ation has been described as a | aboratory for
t he devel opnent of international law. Its activities are adm nistered by
headquarters in London. The Executive Council neets twice a year. The acadenic
work, particularly in the case of the international comrittees, is carried out
under the gui dance of the Association's Director of Studies.
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Activities

The focus of the Association's activities is the series of biennia
conferences for which the Conmttees prepare reports for discussion and which
have often resulted in the adoption of resolutions that have had a considerabl e
i nfl uence on the devel opment of international law. During the reporting period
(1990-1993) two conferences were held, one in 1990 at Broadbeach, Queensland,
and the other in 1992 at Cairo.

The above conferences resulted in the subnm ssion of the foll ow ng:

(a) Final report on "International Mnitoring of Human Ri ghts Practices
Under States of Emergency" and "Quidelines for Bodi es Mnitoring Respect for
Humean Rights during States of Enmergency”, addressed to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, the Director-General of the International Labour
Organi zation, the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, the Genera
Secretariat of the Organization of Arerican States, the Secretary-CGeneral of the
Organi zation of African Unity and other executive directors of non-governmental
organi zations with special interest in the topic;

(b) Nnth and final report and three protocols to instruments previously
prepared, being the Statute for an International Comm ssion of Crimnal Inquiry
and the Statute for an International Crimnal Court. The three protocols in
question were protocol Il covering the defences to be applicable in
international crimnal jurisdiction; protocol IV dealing with the rules on
evi dence, seizure, search, summons, custody and arrest, and protocol V relating
to enforcement of sentences and orders of the International Criminal Court and
of the International Conmm ssion of CGrimnal Inquiry, addressed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations with the request that the docunents be nade
avail abl e for consideration by (a) the Econom ¢ and Social Council and (b) the
representatives of all States Menbers of the United Nations;

(c) Report and draft convention on the "Legal Aspects of Air Traffic
Control", addressed to the International Cvil Aviation O ganization;

(d) Report and draft instrument on the "El aboration of an Internationa
I nstrument Concerning the Protection of the Environment from Damage Caused by
Space Activities", addressed to the United Nations Committee on the Peacefu
Uses of Quter Space;

(e) Report and draft declaration of "Principles of International Law on
Conpensation to Refugees", addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nations with the request that the declaration be distributed, together with the
report, to the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, and
the general secretariat of the United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for
Pal esti ne Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and ot her rel evant internationa
bodi es;

(f) Report of the Commttee on State Inmunity, with a review of recent
devel opnents in this field in respect of the draft articles prepared by the
International Law Comm ssion as conpared with the articles of the Internationa
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Law Associ ation's Mntreal draft convention of 1982, addressed to the

I nternati onal Law Conmm ssi on

The 64t h conference of the International Law Association (Broadbeach), at its
pl enary session on 25 August 1990, condemmed the actions of the Governnent of
Irag resulting in the adoption of Security Council resolutions 660 (1990) of 2
August 1990, 661 (1990) of 6 August 1990, 662 (1990) of 9 August 1990, and

664 (1990) of 18 August 1990, in particular the invasion and purported
annexation of Kuwait, and the threats to the lives and security of third State
nationals within the boundaries of Irag and Kuwait, and strongly supported al

| awf ul neasures taken to enforce conpliance with the decisions of the Security
Counci I .

O her reports presented at the Conferences in 1990 and 1992 incl uded the
work of ILA s international commttees on

(a) International comercial arbitration

(b) Cultural heritage |aw,

(c) New international econom c order

(d) Legal aspects of |ong-distance air pollution

(e) Legal aspects of extraterritorial jurisdiction

(f) Legal aspects of intercountry adoption and protection of children

(g) Securities regulation;

(h) International nonetary |aw,

(i) Maritime neutrality;

(j) Exclusive econom c zones;

(k) Formation of customary (general) international |aw

(1) Arnms control and di sarmanent | aw,

(m Legal aspects of sustainable devel oprment.

In addition to the I LA conm ttee working sessions, whose reports and
di scussions were published in the biennial conference reports (vols. 64 and 65),
wor kshops were held on the foll owing topics:

(a) Renewal of the International Court of Justice;

(b) Transit rights in straits and archi pel agos;

(c¢) Regine change and the dissolution of States: consequences for world
or der;
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(d) Islamic law and international |aw,
(e) United Nations Decade of International Law,
(f) Changing trends in world trade | aw

In 1992, with regard to the United Nations Decade of International Law, one
of the Association's proposed projects was the identification of a "basic
library": a set of books of international law, to be distributed to newy
i ndependent and other States likely to |lack such basic or up-to-date naterials,
thereby facilitating and pronoting the devel opnent of international |aw.

Proj ect funding was obtained in 1993.

Anot her project proposed was a study on a new world order under law, to be
undertaken by a group of mainly younger |awers with substantial representation
from devel opi ng countri es.

In 1993 the Association held its first European regi onal conference in
Budapest (2-5 Cctober). Its thene was "The Transformati on of Europe: its
i mpact on international |aw' and the topics considered in discussion groups and
panel s included "Human rights, mnority rights and the protection of refugees:
question of definition, inplenmentation and control”, and "Internationa
environnental law' relating to nuclear law, air pollution, water |law, controls
on the export of pollution and European cooperation in environmental issues
arising in Central and Eastern Europe. Selected papers were published in
Acta juridica Hungarica.

Thr oughout the period covered by this report, the usual contact was
mai ntai ned with the International Social Science Council (1SSC), Paris, and
menbers of the Association were engaged in various activities in cooperation
wi th and support of the United Nations, including participation at neetings and
events sponsored by the United Nations and its agencies and subsidiary bodi es.

Conpl i mentary copies of reports of the Association's conferences held in
1990 (Queensland) and 1992 (Cairo) were issued to:

(a) United Nations, Dag Hammarskj 6l d Li brary, New York;
(b) United Nations Ofice at Geneva;

(c) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), Paris;

(d) International Social Science Council (1SSC;

(e) United Nations Conm ssion on International Trade Law (UNCI TRAL),
Vi enna;

(f) United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP), Nairobi;

(g) International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROT),
Rone;



(h)
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International Institute of Humanitarian Law (I1HL), San Reno;
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Myvenent, Geneva;

The Peace Pal ace, The Hague;

Hague Conference on Private International Law, The Hague;
International Cvil Aviation Oganization (I CAO, Mntreal;

Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations (FAO, Rone;

Counci | of Europe, Strasbourg.
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6. | NTERNATI ONAL SENI OR ClI TI ZENS ASSCCI ATI ON, | NC
(Speci al consultative status)

The International Senior Gtizens Association, Inc. (I1SCA), was founded in
1963 by Marjorie Thorn Borchardt. Ms. Borchardt believed world peace and
under st andi ng coul d be achi eved through the | eadership of seniors around the
world. [|SCA is an independent organization open to all mature peopl e regardl ess
of nationality, race, creed or econom c status. Purposes of |SCA are to act as
a catalyst and forumfor the exchange of ideas for mature voices on gl oba
i ssues; to establish means of friendly conmuni cati on anong nmature people for
education and cul tural devel opment; to enhance the prestige of mature people in
world affairs through utilization of their wi sdom and experience; to cooperate
with non-profit and government agencies working for the welfare and happi ness of
nmat ure peopl e throughout the world. |SCA currently represents nmenbership in al
five continents. It provides a global network of governnmental, corporate and
i ndustrial organizations and individuals worldw de.

We have biennial conferences: 1990 conference held in Guadal aj ara, Mexi co;
1992 conference in Vancouver, Canada. The purpose of the conferences is to
bring together representatives of all countries to discuss issues and concerns
of seniors throughout the world.

Annual pr ogramres

| SCA has established the Marjorie Thorn Borchardt Award in nenory of its
founder and first president who contributed greatly to the enrichment of the
lives of the elderly. The award is given to an outstandi ng vol unteer person who
has contributed substantially in his/her efforts to work for the welfare and
happi ness of mature peopl e throughout the world.

The annual Borchardt international pageant serves to bring together and
unite seniors fromall ethnic communities. This is a day of cultura
entertainnent, ethnic exhibits and a taste feast to recognize all cultural and
et hni ¢ groups.

Foruns address gl obal concerns related to senior citizen issues and the
wel fare of all peoples. Speakers have addressed the issues of Medicare, socia
security, housing, health insurance and current events affecting seniors.

The quarterly newsletter, Forum provides a report on the activities of
| SCA; information on senior issues fromcountries throughout the world;
activities of the United Nations. This newsletter serves as a communi cation
i nk between nenbers, chapters and organi zati ons around the worl d.

The 1 SCA co-sponsors with other senior organizations many annual events
including (to name a few): African-Anerican Heritage Cel ebration (February
event); Asian and Pacific Islander A der Adults Festival; Latin Anerican
Heritage Programme; and the Annual Central City Senior Progranmme whi ch provides
information to seniors, caregivers, nobility- and/or sensory-inpaired persons
and friends.
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Qur programres urge seniors to work within their comunities to ensure
wel | -being and health to all, understanding of differences and attention to the
sinple requirenents of daily living.

Heal t h/ Wl | ness Programme: | SCA co-sponsored a video entitled
"Cardi ovascul ar diseases in the elderly". This video will be distributed
worl dwi de to teach well ness, and how to care for one's own body.

| SCA attended the annual conferences for non-governnental organizations,
Departnment of Public Information of the United Nations Secretariat, New York,
1991- 1993.

| SCA has devel oped a worl dwi de network of concerned individuals, chapters
and nmenber organi zati ons and has enmerged as a major voice for seniors worl dw de.

We quote the words of the founder of ISCA: "Od age knows no distinctions
bet ween geographi cal borders, between political divisions - all are united under
t he bonds of age."

| SCA was incorporated in California in 1963 as a non-profit organization in
affiliation with the United Nations.

As stated in the preanble to the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, "it
is essential to pronote the devel opnent of friendly relations between nations"
and "uni versal respect for and observance of human rights and fundanmenta
freedons".
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7. | NTERNATI ONAL SPORTS ORGANI ZATI ON FOR THE DI SABLED
(Speci al consultative status)

The nmenbership of the International Sports Organization for the D sabl ed
(1 SOD) consists of over 35 countries spread over five continents. The centra
purpose of ISOD is to devel op and pronbte sports for anputees, dwarfs and a
mul tiplicity of disabled people on local, regional, national and internationa
| evel s.

In order to achieve this goal, |SOD hel ps each country devel op programes
to |l ocate potential athletes, understand the problens of such athletes and
subsequently hel p develop sets of rules for these athletes in order that they
may have a neani ngful conpetition.

These programes require |SOD to fine-tune the efforts of the nore
devel oped countries in setting up their games and to go into countries of the
third world so as to help themto develop their own programes and,
subsequently, to be conpetitive internationally.

New worl d records are constantly being established as greater excellence in
these sports is achieved. This, in itself, though exciting, is not enough
since it follows that if physically disabled people can reach these |evels of
athletic greatness, it becones apparent that they should not be discrimnated
against in the job narket or in society in general

| SOD, through various pronotional programes, has nmade one of its goals the
denonstration of the high levels of achievenent of its athletes, in order for a
nore conpl ete understanding of the disabled person to energe internationally.

A non-governnental organization in consultative status, with the Econom c
and Social Council, |SOD can, on behalf of its ideas, network at the United
Nations with other organizations that have contacts in different countries.
These contacts can be cross-utilized for the purpose of attaining comron

altruistic goals. In some countries, pronotion of the disabled population is
still difficult owing to an archaic perspective resulting in a | ack of social
recogni tion of the disabled person's potential. |1SOD has utilized sports as a

vehicle for the overthrow of the bigotry that is present in certain sectors
wor | dwi de and that needs to be overcone. The United Nations has allowed | SCD to
devel op solutions for this problem by associating with other non-governnent al
organi zations with simlar purposes in different areas internationally. It has
found the people in other non-governnental organizations to be quite open and
hel pful and consequently the positive results of 1SOD s interchange with them

have been reciprocal. [|SOD has also | earned considerably fromsone of the
schedul ed neetings given at the United Nations for non-governnent al
organi zations. |In essence, |SOD has been quite active in exchanging ideas with

ot her non-governmental organi zati ons and has found the interaction quite
producti ve.

In sunmary, ISOD is an international sports organization that pronotes
sports for the disabled and, in doing so, not only fosters internationa
sel f-esteem but al so pronotes understandi ng on behal f of the disabled comunity

l...
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internationally by conmmunicating with other non-governnmental organizations and
bei ng present at neetings where conmon goals can be nore effectively pronoted
internationally. W have found our experience at the United Nations very
positive and | ook forward, as a non-governnental organization, to continuing our
relationship with the United Nations in the future.
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8. | NTERNATI ONAL UNI ON OF PUBLI C TRANSPORT
(Speci al consultative status)

The main activities of the International Union of Public Transport (U TP)

(a) Biennial congresses (and exhibitions);
(b) Regional and specialized conferences;
(c) Research and action within its technical conm ssions.

Further activities include the publication of the nmagazine Public Transport

International, research reports and working papers and the managenment of an
ext ensi ve docunentation centre on public transport at the disposal of nenbers of
U TP and invited researchers.

Bi enni al congresses

Two bi ennial Congresses have been organi zed in the period 1990-1993: one
in Stockhol m (1991) and one in Sydney (1993).

U TP congresses are reserved for U TP nenbers and attract about 2,000

del egates from about 50 countries. The array of topics covered is |arge and
covers all aspects of the public transport industry.

Reqgi onal and specialized conferences

Two regi onal conferences have been organized in the period 1990-1993:
one in Yaoundé (1991) on Satisfying urban public transport demands; and one in
Budapest (1992) on Structural changes in public transport.

Speci al i zed conferences were as foll ows:

(a) Newcastle (1990) on Regional transport;

(b) Brussels (1990) on Automatic fare collection in public transport;

(c) Barcelona (1991) on Regional transport;

(d) Stuttgart (1992) (Light rail conference);

(e) Lisbon (1993) on Public transport obligations;

(f) Brussels (1993) on the bus and the environnent.
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Wrld regions

G ven the growi ng inportance of the European Commi ssion, a specific office
(U TP EuroTean) for dealing with European matters was established in 1991. The
U TP Asi a-Pacific Commttee was al so established in 1991 (in addition to the
exi sting North America Conmttee).

O her world regions are also represented in U TP and regional activities
are organi zed in collaboration with the Wrld Bank (Yaoundé conference),
regi onal public transport organizations (ALAMYS, Latin America) and the European
Conmmunities (METMED programme in the Mediterranean countries); and U TP has
participated in the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1).

However, the structure of the public transport industry in devel opi ng and
new y industrialized countries does not abet the participation of |oca
operators and authorities in international organizations. This is particularly
true for the bus sector which is organized in small or micro enterprises that do
not have the nmeans to act on the international |evel.

U TP is aware that devel oping countries have an urgent need for efficient
public transport and is therefore interested in collaborating with other
non- governmental organi zations in order to pronote the | ocal public transport
industries on the international |evel
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9. | NTERNATI ONAL UNI ON OF STUDENTS
(Speci al consultative status)

The International Union of Students (IUS) is a unique unbrella organization
for 124 menber National Unions of Students (NUSes) fromover 97 countries and
territories of the world. It is estimated that some 25 nmillion students are
represented through these unions, nmaking the 1US the world's |argest students
structure. Recently, 20 nore National Unions and organi zati ons of Students from
the different countries of Asia, Africa, Europe, the Mddle East and the
Anericas applied for IUS nenbership. This applications will be finalized in the
next constitutional event.

According to the constitution, |1US supports and canpai gns for the right of
all young people to prinmary, secondary and hi gher education; academ c freedom
and students rights; the right of students to organize thensel ves; the right of
students to participate in decision-nmaking on all issues that concern them the
protection of human rights-inproved standards of education; the eradication of
illiteracy; peace, détente, disarmanent, global security; solutions to gl oba
and ot her acute gl obal problens; the eradication of all forms of discrimnation
t he uphol di ng of humani stic values and traditions; cooperation between students
and the rest of society and the devel opnent in students of a sense of
responsi bility; active participation in the world youth novenent and a
contribution to its unity.

IUS is financed by nmenbership fees, sales of International Student ldentity
Cards, funding of projects and activities fromintergovernnmental and other
non- gover nment al fundi ng organi zati ons, sales of |1US publications and materi al s,
proceeds fromthe International Students Travel Bureau and |nternationa
Students Foundation, Limted. Recently, 1US has been faced with a difficult
financial situation. Despite the difficulties, sone concrete initiatives have
been taken by the organization to overcone this situation. A project on IUS
real estate is nowin process. Realization of this project will give a new
impulse to IUS financial life.

IUS actively participated in the following United Nations and United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO activities
and those of non-governnental organizations in consultative status within the
United Nations system forty-eighth session of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
(23-28 February 1992, Geneva, Switzerland); fifth nmeeting of the UNESCO NGO
Standi ng Conm ttee (10-13 March 1992, Paris, France); NGO UNESCO synposi um on
the theme "Educational function of the famly and cul tural change" (12 and
13 March 1992, Paris, France); International Conference on Academ ¢ Freedom and
Uni versity Autonony, Sinaia, Romania; United Nations Conference on Environnment
and Devel opnent (Earth Sunmmit) (3-14 June 1992, Ri o de Janeiro, Brazil); twenty-
third conference of non-governnental organizations of UNESCO (15-17 June 1992
Paris, France); forty-fourth session of the Subconm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities (8-28 March 1992, Geneva,
Switzerland); sixth United Nations/European NGO Synposi um on the Question of
Pal estine (24 and 25 August 1992, Geneva, Switzerland); ninth United Nations
international neeting for non-governnental organizations on the question of
Pal estine (26-28 August 1992, Geneva, Switzerland); third session of the
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Preparatory Committee for the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts

(14-20 Septenber 1992, Geneva, Switzerland); round-table neeting on the Human
Bei ng as the Focus for United Nations Action: Challenges to NGO (Econonic and
Soci al Council Committee of Non-Governnmental O ganizations) (21 Cctober 1992,
Geneva, Switzerland); NGO Special Committee on Disarmanment (1992, CGeneva,
Switzerland); ninth Collective Consultations of NGO on Literacy-Education for
Al (UNESCO (2-5 Novenmber 1992, Cairo, Egypt); tenth Collective Consultations
of Youth NGOs (UNESCO (2-5 Novenmber 1992, Beijing, China); neeting of working
group of Collective Consultations of Youth NGOs (UNESCO (14 Decenber 1992,
Paris, France); regional neeting for Latin America and the Caribbean for the
Wirld Conference on Human Rights (18-22 January 1993, San Jose, Costa Rica);

I nternational Congress on Education for Human Ri ghts and Denocracy
(UNESCO Uni ted Nations Centre for Human Rights) (8-11 March 1993, Montreal,
Canada); second neeting of the Collective Consultations of Youth NGOs working
group (15 March 1993, Paris, France); third meeting of UNESCO NGO Standi ng
Committee (15 and 16 March 1993, Paris, France); 1993 Harvard World Mdel United
Nati ons Conference (28-31 March 1993, Prague, Czech Republic); regional neeting
for Asia and the Pacific for the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts (29 March-

3 April 1993, Bangkok, Thailand); meeting of the Preparatory Commttee for the
Wirl d Conference on Human Rights (19-30 April 1993, CGeneva, Switzerland); third
neeting of the Collective Consultations of Youth NGOs working group (UNESCO
(1993, Paris, France); NGO Forumcarried out with Wrld Conference on Human
Rights (United Nations) (10-12 June 1993, Vienna, Austria); Wrld Conference on
Human Rights (United Nations) (14-25 June 1993, Vienna, Austria); Conference of
NGCs board neeting (3 and 4 July 1993, Geneva, Switzerland); International Youth
Consul tation on d obal Governance and Future of the United Nations (3 and

4 July 1993, CGeneva, Switzerland); Geneva Informal Meeting of Internationa
Youth NGOs (3 July 1993, Ceneva, Switzerland); first UNESCO NGO Consul tation of
Asia and the Pacific (January 1994, Hanoi, Viet Nan); International Conference
on Popul ation and Devel opnent (United Nations) (1994, Cairo, Egypt); Wrld Youth
Leadership Sunmt (28 August-1 Septenber 1995, United Nations Headquarters,

New Yor k) .

Besi des participation in the United Nations and United Nations-rel ated
rel evant events, |US organi zed, co-organi zed, sponsored and participated in a
nunber of international, regional and national events in the different parts of
the world. |US organized and participated in various solidarity m ssions and
voluntary activities. United Nations/UNESCO officials were invited and
participated in some of the IUS events.

| US prepared and published different papers and materials related to United
Nations resolutions. Sone of the IUS reports and publications are enclosed with
this report. Recently, |IUS designated a resident representative to the United
Nations in New York, who is standing by in New York for any further
clarifications or questions regarding this report or about IUS activities in
gener al
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10. WOMEN S M SS|I ONARY SCOCI ETY OF THE AFRI CAN METHCDI ST
EPI SCOPAL CHURCH

(Speci al consultative status)

The past four years for the non-governnental organization representative at
the United Nations have proved nost gratifying and rewardi ng.

The representative is grateful to the Connectional President and the
Wnen's M ssionary Society of the African Methodi st Epi scopal Church (W) for
the opportunity to serve. One of the nost inportant considerations is that the
Non- Gover nmental Organi zati on Programme has becone truly "connected". Because
of the WWS/ NGO conferences, begun |ast year, our m ssionaries have come from
every district across the nation to participate.

As a result, they are learning what it neans for the Wwnen's M ssionary
Society to have a relationship with this world body, and that the Society, in
carrying out its role, is facilitating the work of the United Nations.

The United Nations facilitates and ensures consistency in respect of the
participation of non-governmental organizations in the deliberations and
deci si on-maki ng process of United Nations legislative bodies. It utilizes the
expertise, services and capacities availabl e among non-gover nment a
organi zations in the inplenentation of approved projects and policies. A great
amount of information on the objectives and purposes of the United Nations for
di ssem nati on by non-governnental organizations is generously provided.

The representative of the organization at the United Nations perforns the
followi ng activities:

(a) Attends the annual conference of the Departnment of Public Information
of the United Nations Secretariat for Non-CGovernnental Organizations held
annual ly in Septenber

(b) Attends at least two briefings, nmonthly (when related to our issues)
on worren and children, human rights, peace and justice, and health;

(c) Develops a resource library of appropriate nmaterials that speak of our
i ssues;

(d) Dissemnates resources to other conferences or districts, upon
request;

(e) Serves in collaboration with other non-governnental organizations on
behal f of W/S-rel ated issues;

(f) Conducts workshops for |ocal and area m ssionary groups;

(g) Organizes and executes what pronises to beconme an annual WS/ NGO
conference at the United Nations;

(h) Publishes highlights in our M ssionary Magazi ne;




E/ C. 2/1997/3
Engl i sh
Page 29

(i) Develops an information brochure explaining the non-government al
organi zati on programe.

Qur long-range goal is to solicit a liaison fromevery district over the
nation, who will then solicit a conference liaison froma given State.

Though speci al documents and resources are provided to our constituents
fromthe NGO Resource Centre for awareness semnars, we nmake suggestions for
i mpl ement ati on such as through:

(a) Organizing health fairs, with information fromthe Wrld Health
Organi zati on;

(b) Organi zing against the treatnment of refugees fromcountries whose
pollution is black;

(c) Providing resources for battered wonen and children in our
conmuni ti es;

(d) Devel opi ng programes for boarder babies born to drug-addicted
not hers, or nothers with acquired i munodeficiency syndrome (AlDS);

(e) Encouraging churches to help fight the war on drugs;
(f) Sponsoring a mssionary to serve in underdevel oped countri es;
(g) Lobbying with our |egislators for adequate heal th insurance;

(h) Devel oping resolutions fromthe WV on concerns relative to national
or international problens.

We al ways invite our WVS constituency to continue to communicate with us.
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11. WORLD YOUNG WOMEN S CHRI STI AN ASSOCI ATI ON
(Speci al consultative status)

Subst antive contribution to the Econonic and Soci al Counci
through oral or witten statenents

The Worl d Young Winen's Christian Association (Wrld YWA) nade severa
statements to the Econom ¢ and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies.

Consultations with nenbers of Econonic and Soci al Counci
subsidiary bodies or the Secretari at

Wrld YWCA has remained in close contact with the Secretariat in Geneva,
New York, Paris and Vienna, through its permanent representatives and by
organi zed teanms of volunteers at each |location, on matters of common concern
for exanmple, human rights, the status of wonen, youth, environnment and ot her
i ssues related to econom c and social justice for and welfare of wonen.

The docunentation received fromthe Economic and Social Council and its
bodies is of great interest to Wrld YWCA and is shared as appropriate with
newl y devel opi ng and nenber national associations in 95 countries through
speci fic correspondence, general nmilings of reproduced United Nations
i nformation/publications, the nonthly publication Advocacy and Briefing Notes
and quarterly publications with nore extensive coverage of selected issues.

Cooperation with United Nati ons system agenci es

Worl d YWCA continues to cooperate with United Nations system organi zations
in order to nmake use of and disseminate information to its affiliates on matters
of mutual concern. Exanples of organizations with which Wrld YWCA cooper at es
include: the Wirld Health Organization (WHO, on adol escent heal th and human
i mmunodefi ci ency virus/acquired i munodeficiency syndrone (H V/ AIDS); the United
Nat i ons Educational Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO, on youth and
literacy; the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), on children, the girl
child, violence and exploitation of children, street children, children in
mlitary situations; the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Ref ugees (UNHCR), on the situation of refugee wonen especially in Africa and
Eastern Europe; the International Labour Organization (I1LO, on enploynent
i ssues; the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), on fam |y planning, early
nmarriage, sex education and reproductive health-related i ssues and so on

Participation at United Nations conferences and neetings

World YWCA very regularly attends, with substantive input and expense,
nmeeti ngs and conferences of the United Nations and its rel ated bodi es, when
appropriate, particularly the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen, the Comm ssion
on Human Rights and the Division for Palestinian R ghts of the Secretariat. It
al so attends regularly neetings of UNI CEF and the UNHCR Executive Board. It has

/...



E/ C. 2/1997/3
Engl i sh
Page 31

attended special United Nations conferences including the United Nations

Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent, United Nations/UN CEF Worl d Sunmi t
for Children and so on. For many of the major events or conferences organi zed
by the United Nations, the Wrld YWCA team along with other non-government al
organi zations, involves itself in running pre-conference/ NGO foruns to train and
prepare its del egates, many of whom are young wonen under age 30 (for exanple,
for the World Summit for Children).

Preparation of materials at the requests of the Econom c and
Social Council and its subsidiary bodies or the Secretari at

World YWCA made a substantive contribution in the formof witten replies
to United Nations inquiries: to the Departnent of Public Information of the
Secretariat on the 1994 NGO Directory and on NGOs: Social Developnent: A New
Definition for Security; to the Centre for Human Ri ghts on the "Coordinating
role of the Centre for Human Rights"; to UNESCO in preparation for the
International Year of the Famly; to UNICEF on International NGOs for its
dat abase; to UNI CEF, on an update and new i nformati on material for the Baby-
friendly Hospital Initiative; to UNHCR on a survey of non-governnental
organi zations active in the mgration, refugee, human rights and devel opnent
fields - 1992; to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO on the organization and activities of all non-governnental organizations
in consultative status with FAO

O her exanples of consultative and substantive activities

These may be described as foll ows:

(a) Fact-finding mssion to Palestine - 1991;

(b) World YWCA teamto Namibia for election nonitoring;

(c) Wth a grant from WHO d obal Programme on AIDS, a survey was
undertaken on counsel ling needs of young wonmen in Africa, the Caribbean and

Latin Anerica;

(d) The World YWCA Manual on Training for Primary Health Care, transl ated
into Portuguese by UNI CEF at the request of the YWCA of Brazil;

(e) United Nations Environnent Programme (UNEP) GG obal Assenbly of Wnen
and the Environnent held in Novenber 1991 in Mam, attended by a team from
World YWCA who served as panellists and presenters. As a result of this
meeting, a series of wonen's perceptions and priorities were fully included in
Agenda 21;

(f) YWCA is also part of the Youth and Famly Life Network group in
coordination with WHOs "Health for Al Project";
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(g) The UNESCO Youth Award for 1992 went to Stella Dua-Sakyi of YWCA of
Ghana who was recomended by World YWCA.  She attended a gathering in Paris to
receive the award,

(h) United Nations Devel opment Fund for Wonen (UNI FEM was one of the
maj or donors to the Wirld YWCA Waste Recycling Wrkshop in Greece in
Novenber 1991. UN FEM al so sent a rapporteur to record the event for their
resour ce base;

(i) UNESCO World Council of Churches and Wrld YWCA Pl anni ng Meeting for
Literacy Training in 1990;

(j) European and International United Nations/ NGO Conference on the
Question of Palestine. The Wrld YWA team was responsi bl e for noderating two
wor ki ng group sessions on education and protection rights for wonmen and children
and for reporting to the final plenary;

(k) Participation in the WHOUNICEF joint initiative to support training
for adol escent health programes;

(1) Worrld YWCA was the Chair of the Conference of Non-Governnent al
Organi zations in Consultative Status with the Econom ¢ and Social Counci l
(CONGO) Devel opnent Commi tt ee;

(m Menber, Board of CONGG

(n) Convener of the CONGO Pl anning Committee for the NGO Forumfor the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent;

(o) Wirld YWCA was sel ected to nake presentation to World Sunmt for
Children at the Untied Nations in New York.

Di ssem nation of information on activities of the United Nations

Through its publication Common Concern and newsletters on its special
priorities, Wrld YWA gave its associ ati ons news about United Nations
activities. A few exanples: action alerts issued on the Gulf war, the Israeli
security forces' raid on the Islamc courthouse in Jerusalem The Decenber 1991
i ssue of Common Concern featured human rights issues concerning the girl child.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child was sent to all YWCAs together with
YWCA materials to assist themin making it known, and obtaining ratification and
overall inplementation in their respective national |egislations. Followup
i nformati on has been sent annually on countries that have not yet ratified it.

World YWCA circul ated the following to national associations: Ceneva
conventions, the report on the International Conference on Nutrition, the Vienna
Decl arati on, and Agenda 21 and the followup to the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, as well as copies of the Convention and Protocol
relating to the Status of Refugees for European YWCAs. A series of action
alerts and nonthly briefing notes keep the YWCA fanily aware of all the new and
current activities of the United Nations, for exanple, the International
Conference on Nutrition in Ronme, ltaly 1992.
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12. WORLD WOMEN S CHRI STI AN TEMPERANCE UNI ON
(Speci al consultative status)

Teaching activities and ways of hel ping others, 1990-1993

Fi nl and Wonman's Chri stian Tenperance Uni on (WCTU) provides courses of study
for wonen to help thembetter their lives.

Switzerl and WCTU supports a street theatre which points up the woes of
expl oi ted wonen through drana

Guat emal a WCTU hol ds seni nars at school s; they give hel p and encour agenent
to acquired i munodeficiency syndrone (AIDS) patients.

Engl and WCTU has invested in a Mbile Education Unit which goes about
nationally, teaching a healthy lifestyle and providing al cohol/drug educati on.

Egypt WCTU has cl asses for young girls in which they are taught hygi ene,
readi ng and sew ng.

The Denocratic Republic of the Congo WCTU hol ds sewi ng cl asses to hel p
wonen i nprove their lives.

The United States of Anerica WCTU hol ds essay, poster and col ouring
contests in schools as a neans of hel ping children and youths | earn about the
effects of al cohol and drugs on their bodies and their lives; it also exhibits
at fairs and conventions to pronote its literature.

Hel pi ng ot hers

Norway WCTU offers help at a Rehabilitation Centre which works with nostly
wonen.

Japan WCTU has an Asian Wnen's Shelter for wonen seeking refuge from
donestic viol ence and wonmen wi th health and psychol ogi cal probl ens and
addi cti ons.

In the Philippines, WCTU cooperates with the Home Enrichnent Life Progranme
(HELP). It supports a House of Friendship for unwed nothers.

Fi nl and WCTU supports the Emaus Hone, for prostitutes who want to inprove
their lives, and sorely afflicted wonen. It also counsels wonmen in the
Haemml i nna Wonen' s Pri son.

Egypt WCTU is involved in a Rehabilitation Centre being built between Cairo
and Al exandri a.

I ndia WCTU has hel ped eart hquake victinms with food and cl ot hi ng.
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Uni ted Nations

Worl d WCTU has representation in the non-governnmental organization meetings
both in the United States and in Sw tzerl and.

Germany WCTU cooperates with the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO) in working
to reduce al cohol consunption

In England, WCTU is represented at the United Nations Association; the
Worl d President has served for a nunber of years on the Wnen's Advi sory Counci
i n London.

The other countries affiliated with the World Wnman's Christian Tenperance
Union are providing services simlar to those nentioned here specifically.
Wrld WCTU s nmj or enphasis is on al cohol and drug use and abuse, which are
basic to many of the problens affecting honmes and fanmilies in the world today,
such as crinme, child abuse, prostitution, teen suicide and general |ack of
respect for authority.



