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. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION
BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Draft resolutions

I. Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/24 of 3 March 1995,

1. Decides _ to authorize the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to establish an inter-sessional
Working Group of the Subcommission, consisting of five of its members, which
shall meet each year for five working days, initially for a three-year period,
in order to promote the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities, as set out in the Declaration on the
Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities, and in particular to:

(@) Review the promotion and practical realization of the Declaration;

(b) Examine possible solutions to problems involving minorities,
including the promotion of mutual understanding between and among minorities
and Governments;

(c) Recommend further measures, as appropriate, for the promotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide the Working Group, within
the overall resources of the United Nations, with all the necessary services
and facilities to fulfil its mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/24,
and chap. XX

II. Establishment of a working group of the Commission on
Human Rights to elaborate a draft declaration in
accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assembly
resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995,
Reaffirming its resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968, entitled

"Arrangements for consultation with non-governmental organizations”, in
particular its paragraphs 9, 19 and 33,

-19-



Recalling the mandate of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations
of the Economic and Social Council, especially as contained in
paragraph 40 (e) of resolution 1296 (XLIV),

1. Endorses  Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/32 of
3 March 1995;

2. Authorizes the establishment, as a matter of priority and from
within existing overall United Nations resources, of an open-ended
inter-sessional working group of the Commission on Human Rights with the sole
purpose of elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in
the annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Subcommission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, entitled "Draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”, for
consideration and adoption by the General Assembly within the International
Decade of the World’'s Indigenous People and operating in accordance with the
procedures established by the Commission on Human Rights in the annex to
resolution 1995/32;

3. Also authorizes the open-ended Working Group to meet for 10 working
days at the earliest possible date in 1995;

4. Invites applications from organizations of indigenous people not in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council which are interested
in participating in the Working Group;

5. Requests _ the Coordinator of the International Decade, in accordance
with the procedures established by the Commission on Human Rights in
resolution 1995/32 and following consultations with the States concerned, in
accordance with Article 71 of the Charter of the United Nations, to forward
all applications and information received to the Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations of the Economic and Social Council;

6. Requests  the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to meet as
necessary to examine the applications and, having considered all relevant
information, including any views received from the States concerned, to
recommend to the Economic and Social Council those organizations of indigenous
people which should be authorized to participate in the Working Group,
including at its first session in 1995;

7. Decides , on the basis of the recommendations of the Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations, to authorize the participation in the work of
the Working Group of interested organizations of indigenous people, in
accordance with rules 75 and 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council;

8. Requests  the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second session

to review the progress of the Working Group and to transmit its comments to
the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session in 1996;
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9. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide the necessary services
and facilities for the implementation of the present resolution.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/32,
and chap. XIX.]

lll.  Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment

The Economic and Social Council ,

Taking note  of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/33 of
3 March 1995,

1. Authorizes an open-ended working group of the Commission on Human
Rights to meet for a period of two weeks prior to the fifty-second session of
the Commission in order to continue the elaboration of a draft optional
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to extend all the necessary
facilities to the working group for its meetings, and to transmit the report
of the working group (E/CN.4/1995/38) to Governments, the specialized
agencies, the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies and the
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/33,
and chap. X.]

IV. Question of human rights and states of emergency

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/42 of 3 March 1995
and Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
resolution 1994/36 of 26 August 1994,

1. Approves  the Subcommission’s request to the Special Rapporteur on
human rights and states of emergency, Mr. Leandro Despouy, to fulfil his
mandate, notably relating to the holding of an expert meeting to study
non-derogable rights in states or situations of emergency and the
international principles to be taken into account in drafting national legal
rules, and to establish a database on states of emergency and related human
rights questions;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to place at the disposal of the
Special Rapporteur the necessary human and material resources to enable him to
fulfil his mandate in accordance with the foregoing.
[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/42,
and chap. X.]

V. Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention
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on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic
measures needed for their prevention and eradication

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/78 of 8 March 1995,

1. Authorizes the open-ended inter-sessional working group of the
Commission on Human Rights for the elaboration of guidelines on a possible
optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography to elaborate, as a matter of priority and in close cooperation
with the Special Rapporteur and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and
on the basis of the guidelines contained in its report (E/CN.4/1995/95,
annex ), a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and
to meet for two weeks before the fifty-second session of the Commission on
Human Rights;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide the working group with
all the necessary assistance to enable it to meet and fulfil its task.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/78,
and chap. XXIV.]

VI. Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography

The Economic and Social Council ,

Taking note  of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/79 of
8 March 1995, approves:

(&) The Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
for three years from its fifty-second session, while maintaining the annual
reporting cycle;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide the
special Rapporteur with all necessary human and financial assistance, from
within existing resources, in order to make possible the full discharge of the
mandate possible.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/79,
and chap. XXIV.]

VIl.  Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights

of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/79 of 8 March 1995,

1. Authorizes the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed
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conflicts to meet for a period of two weeks prior to the fifty-second session
of the Commission;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to extend to the working group all
the necessary services it requires to permit it to meet prior to the
fifty-second session of the Commission on Human Rights.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/79,
and chap. XXIV.]

VIIl.  Question of a draft declaration on the right and
responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of
society to promote and protect universally recognized
human rights and fundamental freedoms

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/84 of 8 March 1995,

1. Authorizes an open-ended working group of the Commission on Human
Rights to meet for a period of one week prior to the fifty-second session of
the Commission in order to continue work on the elaboration of a draft
declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs
of society to promote and protect universally recognized human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to extend all necessary facilities,
within existing United Nations resources, to the working group for its
meetings.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/84,
and chap. XXIIl.]

B. Draft decisions

1. Use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise
of the right of peoples to self-determination

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/5 of 17 February 1995, approves the Commission’s
decision to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for three years, and
requests the Secretary-General to provide him with all necessary assistance.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/5,
and chap. IX.]

2. Measures to combat contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/12 of 24 February 1995, approves the Commission’s
request to the Secretary-General without further delay to provide the Special
Rapporteur with all the necessary assistance in carrying out his mandate and
enabling him to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its
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fiftieth session and a comprehensive report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/12,
and chap. XVI.]

3. Effects on the full enjoyment of human rights of the
economic adjustment policies arising from foreign
debt and, in particular, of the implementation
of the Declaration on the Right to Development

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/13 of 24 February 1995, approves the request to the
Secretary-General to establish a programme unit in the Centre for Human Rights
for the promotion of economic, social and cultural rights, in particular those
related to the debt burden of developing countries and the implementation of
the right to development.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/13,
and chap. VIL.]
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4. Question of the realization in all countries of the
economic, social and cultural rights contained in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problems which
the developing countries face in their efforts to
achieve these human rights

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/15 of 24 February 1995, approves the Commission’s
recommendation to the Centre for Human Rights to convene, as a follow-up to
the seminar on indicators, seminars for chairpersons of the human rights
treaty monitoring bodies and representatives of specialized agencies and
non-governmental organizations, as well as representatives of States, focused
on specific economic, social and cultural rights, with a view to clarifying
the particular content of these rights.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/15,
and chap. VIL.]

5. The right to development

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/17 of 24 February 1995, approves:

(@) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to take steps to
implement the recommendations made by the Working Group on the Right to
Development at its second and third sessions, particularly by providing the
Centre for Human Rights with a focal unit with the specific task of following
up on the Declaration on the Right to Development and its implementation;

(b) The Commission’s decision that the Working Group will hold two
sessions, each for a two-week period, in April and September 1995
respectively, to formulate its recommendations for submission to the
Commission at its fifty-second session;

(c) The Commission's request to the Council to continue to consider the
guestion of the implementation of the provisions of the Declaration on the
Right to Development under the agenda item "Human rights questions";

(d) Reiterates the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
ensure that the Working Group is granted all the necessary assistance, in
particular human and financial resources, to carry out its mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/17,
and chap. VIIl]
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6. Promoting the realization of the right to adequate housing

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/19 of 24 February 1995 and resolution 1994/38 of
26 August 1994 of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, decides to approve the Commission’s request to the
Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate
housing with all the necessary financial, technical and expert assistance
required for the completion of his final report.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/19,
and chap. VIL.]

7. Implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/23 of 24 February 1995:

(@) Approves the Commission’s decision to extend for three years the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine incidents and
governmental action in all parts of the world which are inconsistent with the
provisions of the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance
and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and to recommend remedial
measures, as appropriate;

(b)  Also approves the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
provide all necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur to enable him to
carry out his mandate, to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at
its fiftieth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-second
session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/23,
and chap. XXIlL.]

8. Work of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/26 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to invite the Chairman of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities at its forty-sixth session to come for
consultations with the members of the Bureau of the Commission at an
appropriate time during the meeting of the Bureau of the Commission at the
conclusion of its fifty-first session, and to invite the Chairman of the
Subcommission at its forty-seventh session to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session on significant aspects of the work of the Subcommission.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/26,
and chap. XIX.]
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9. A permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/30 of 3 March 1995:

(@) Endorses the Commission’s recommendation made by the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at its
forty-sixth session, that the Centre for Human Rights organize a workshop on
the possible establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people with the
participation of representatives of Governments, organizations of indigenous
people and independent experts;

(b) Recommends that such a workshop be held for a period of three days
within existing resources and in accordance with established United Nations
practice, prior to the thirteenth session of the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations and that the outcome of the workshop be transmitted to the Working
Group at its thirteenth session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/30,
and chap. XIX.]

10. Report of the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations of the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/31 of 3 March 1995, approves:

(&) The Commission’s recommendation that the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations be authorized to meet for five working days prior to
the forty-seventh session of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to give all
necessary resources and assistance, from within existing overall United
Nations resources, to the Working Group in discharging its tasks, including
adequate dissemination of information about the activities of the Working
Group to Governments, specialized agencies and non-governmental and indigenous
organizations, in order to encourage the widest possible participation in its
work;

(c) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to transmit the
reports of the Working Group to Governments, indigenous organizations and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as soon as possible, for
specific comments and suggestions and to ensure that all meetings of the
Working Group at its thirteenth session are provided with interpretation and
documentation.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/31,
and chap. XIX.]
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11. Special process dealing with the problem of missing
persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/35 of 3 March 1995, approves:

(& The Commission’s request to the expert member of the Working Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances responsible for the special process
dealing with the problem of missing persons in the territory of the former
Yugoslavia to continue his efforts and to submit a report on his activities to
the Commission at its fifty-second session;

(b) The Commission’s request to relevant United Nations bodies,
including the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
the United Nations Protection Force, the International Committee of the Red
Cross and national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies to continue their
cooperation with the special process;

(c) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to continue
providing the special process with the necessary resources so that it can
perform its functions continuously and expeditiously.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/35,
and chap. X.]

12. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/37 B of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s
decision to extend for three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on
torture, while maintaining the annual cycle of reporting and the Commission’s
request to the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance to the
Special Rapporteur to cover all his activities in order to enable him to
submit his report to the Commission at its fifty-second session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/37 B,
and chap. X.]

13. Question of enforced disappearances

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/38 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend for a three-year period the mandate of the Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances, composed of five independent experts, in order
to enable it to take into consideration all such information concerning
enforced, involuntary or arbitrary disappearances, as may be communicated to
it on cases brought to its attention, while maintaining the principle of the
submission of annual reports, and also approves the Commission’s request to
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the Secretary-General to ensure that the Working Group receives all necessary
assistance, in particular the staff and resources it requires to perform its
functions, especially in carrying out missions, following them up or holding
sessions in countries that would be prepared to receive it.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/38,
and chap. X.]

14. Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/48 of 3 March 1995:

(@) Endorses the substantive conclusions of the third Workshop for the
Asia and Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues, contained in its Chairman’s
concluding remarks, inter_alia , that such workshops should be organized
regularly, as proposed by the Government of the Republic of Korea, and if
possible annually, with a view to facilitating the exchange of ideas and
information regarding matters of common interest in the field of human rights
in the Asian and Pacific region;

(b)  Approves the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
facilitate the realization of that activity under the regular budget for
advisory services and technical assistance, as well as the Commission’s
request to the Secretary-General to give adequate attention to the countries
in the Asian and Pacific region by allocating more resources from existing
United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to benefit from all
the activities under the programme of advisory services and technical
assistance in the field of human rights.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/48,
and chap. Xl.]

15. Assistance to Guatemala in the field of human rights

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/51 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s request
to the Secretary-General to extend the mandate of the independent expert so
that, taking into account the work of the United Nations Mission for the
Verification of Human Rights and of Compliance with the Commitments of the
Comprehensive Agreement on Human Rights in Guatemala (MINUGUA), she may
continue to examine the situation of human rights in Guatemala, provide
assistance to the Government in the field of human rights, and submit to the
Commission at its fifty-second session a report evaluating the measures taken
by the Government in accordance with the recommendations made to it.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/51,
and chap. XXI.]
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16. Advisory services and the Voluntary Fund for Technical
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/53 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s request
to the Secretary-General, in accordance with part Il, paragraph 16 of the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) and in cooperation
with the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund as advisory body, to ensure
more efficient management of the Voluntary Fund, strict and transparent
project management rules, periodical evaluations of the programme and
projects, and the dissemination of evaluation results, including programme
implementation and financial accounting reports, as well as to arrange for the
holding of annual information meetings open to all Member States and
organizations directly involved in the advisory services and technical
cooperation programme.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/53,
and chap. XXI.]

17. The situation of human rights in Cambodia

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/55 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s request
to the Secretary-General to renew the mandate of the Special Representative as
set out in paragraph 6 of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/6 and
also approves the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide all
necessary resources from within the regular budget of the United Nations to
enable the Special Representative to continue to fulfil his tasks
expeditiously.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/55,
and chap. XXI.]

18. Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/56 of 3 March 1995:

(@) Approves the Commission’s request to the independent expert to
study ways and means of how best to implement, at the earliest possible date,
a programme of advisory services for Somalia, upon request, inter alia through
the contributions of agencies and programmes of the United Nations currently
in the field, aimed at re-establishing respect for human rights and the rule
of law and strengthening the police and the judicial and prison systems in
Somalia, in a manner consistent with internationally accepted criminal justice
standards;

(b)  Also approves the Commission’'s request to the Secretary-General

to provide adequate resources, from within the regular budget of the
United Nations, to fund the activities of the independent expert and the
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Centre for Human Rights, and approves the decision to invite Governments and
organizations in a position to do so to respond positively to requests by the
Secretary-General for assistance in the implementation of Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1995/56.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/56,
and chap. XXI.]

19. Internally displaced persons

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1995/57 of 3 March 1995, approves the Commission’s
decision to extend for a further three years the mandate of the representative
of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons, also approves the
Commission’s request to the representative to continue to submit annual
reports on his activities to the Commission on Human Rights and the General
Assembly, as well as the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
provide, within existing resources, all the necessary human and financial
assistance to his representative to fulfil his mandate effectively.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/57,
and chap. Xl.]

20. Situation of human rights in Cuba

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/66 of 7 March 1995, approves:

(@) The Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Cuba for one year;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Special Rapporteur to maintain
direct contacts with the Government and citizens of Cuba as specified in past
resolutions of the Commission;

(c) The Commission’s request to the Special Rapporteur to carry out
his mandate, bearing in mind, inter alia , the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its
fiftieth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-second session
on the results of his endeavours pursuant to Commission resolution 1995/66;

(d) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide all
necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/66,
and chap. XIl.]
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21. Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/68 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend the mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as contained in Commission
resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, for a further year, further approves the
Commission’s request to the Special Representative to submit an interim report
to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of minority
groups such as the Baha'is, and to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session and also approves the Commission’s request to the
Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to the Special
Representative.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/68,
and chap. XIl.]

22. Situation of human rights in Zaire

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/69 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Zaire for an additional year, further approves the Commission’s
request to the Special Rapporteur to prepare for its fifty-second session a
report in which he will, inter alia , indicate how the Government of Zaire has
taken into account his recommendations and also approves the Commission’s
request to the Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur all necessary
assistance in the discharge of his mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/69,
and chap. XIl.]

23. Situation of human rights in Haiti

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/70 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s request
to the Secretary-General to appoint an independent expert to furnish
assistance to the Government of Haiti in the area of human rights, to examine
the development of the situation of human rights in Haiti and to monitor the
fulfilment by Haiti of its obligations in this field, further approves the
Commission’s request to the Independent Expert to submit a report on the
implementation of resolution 1995/70 to the General Assembly at its
fiftieth session and to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second
session and also approves the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
provide, at the request of the Government of Haiti, advisory services to that
country in the area of human rights.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/70,
and chap. XIl.]
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24. Situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/71 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Equatorial Guinea for one year, further approves the Commission’s
request to the Special Rapporteur to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session and also approves the Commission’s request to the
Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur with all the assistance
for the discharge of his mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/71,
and chap. XIl.]

25. Situation of human rights in Myanmar

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/72 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend for one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Myanmar to establish or continue contacts with the
Government and people of Myanmar, including political leaders deprived of
their liberty, their families and their lawyers, and its request to him to
report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session and to the Commission
on Human Rights at its fifty-second session, and also approves the
Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/72,
and chap. XIl.]

26. Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/73 of 8 March 1995,

(@) Approves the Commission’s decision to extend for a three-year
period the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions;

(b)  Approves the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to
provide the Special Rapporteur, from within existing resources and as a matter
of priority, with additional human, financial and material resources, keeping
in mind the comments on this matter in the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN.4/1995/61, paras. 369-371), in order to enable him to carry out his
mandate effectively, including through country visits.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/73,
and chap. XIl.]
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27. Situation of human rights in Afghanistan

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/74 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan for one year, and the Commission’s request to the
Special Rapporteur to report on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan
to the Commission at its fifty-second session and to consider submitting a
report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session, and also approves the
Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/74,
and chap. XIl.]

28. Situation of human rights in Iraq

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/76 of 8 March 1995, approves:

(& The Commission’s decision to extend for a further year the mandate
of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq, as
contained in Commission resolutions 1991/74 of 6 March 1991, 1992/71 of
5 March 1992, 1993/74 of 10 March 1993 and 1994/74 of 9 March 1994, and its
request to him to report periodically to the Commission on Human Rights on the
situation of human rights in Irag and to submit an interim report on the
situation of human rights in Irag to the General Assembly at its
fiftieth session and a report to the Commission at its fifty-second session;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide the
Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance in carrying out his mandate
and to take the necessary measures in order to send a team of human rights
monitors to such locations as would facilitate improved information flows and
assessment and would help in the independent verification of reports on the
situation of human rights in Irag, and its request to him to provide
appropriate additional resources, from within existing overall United Nations
resources, to fund the sending of human rights monitors.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/76,
and chap. XIl.]

29. Situation of human rights in the Sudan

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/77 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Sudan for an additional year, further approves its request to
him to report his findings and recommendations to the General Assembly at
its fiftieth session and to the Commission on Human Rights at its
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fifty-second session, and also approves the Commission’s request to the
Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur all necessary assistance in
the discharge of his mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/77,
and chap. XIl.]

30. Adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of
toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the
enjoyment of human rights

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/81 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s decision
to appoint for a three year period, a special rapporteur on the adverse
effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products
and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights, and requests the
Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur with all the necessary
assistance for the fulfilment of his or her mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/81,
and chap. XIV.]

31. Question of integrating the human rights of women into
the human rights mechanisms of the United Nations

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/86 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s demand to
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, in convening a meeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies and working groups, as well as special
rapporteurs, representatives and experts, to consider, in coordination with
the Commission on the Status of Women and the Division for the Advancement of
Women, ways in which the human rights of women can be integrated into the
reports and work of organs, bodies and mechanisms across the United Nations
system and to report on progress made on this issue at the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, to be
held in Beijing in 1995, and to the Commission on Human Rights at its
fifty-second session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/86,
and chap. Xl.]
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32. Situation of human rights in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro)

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/89 of 8 March 1995, approves:

(& The Commission’s decision to extend for one year the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia, as defined in its resolution 1994/72, and its request to
him to continue his vital efforts, especially by carrying out all such
additional missions as he deems necessary, in particular to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), and to continue to submit
periodic reports, as appropriate, to the Commission and the General Assembly,
and its request to the Secretary-General to continue to make the Special
Rapporteur’s reports available to the Security Council and to the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to take steps to
assist in obtaining the active cooperation of all United Nations bodies in
implementing Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/89 and, pursuant to
paragraph 28 of General Assembly resolution 49/196 of 23 December 1994, to
make available, from within the overall budgetary framework of the
United Nations, all necessary resources requested by the Special Rapporteur,
including for his field staff, to enable him to fulfil his mandate and, in
particular, to provide for the appointment of field staff in the countries
under his mandate in order to provide first-hand, timely reports on the
situation of human rights there and to ensure coordination with other
United Nations bodies involved, including the United Nations Protection Force.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/89,
and chap. XIl.]

33. Situation of human rights in Burundi

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/90 of 8 March 1995, approves the Commission’s demand to
the Chairman of the Commission to appoint rapidly, after consultation with the
Bureau, a special rapporteur with the task of drawing up, on the basis of all
the information he considers relevant and his contacts with the Burundi
authorities and population, a report on the situation of human rights in
Burundi for submission to the Commission at its fifty-second session.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/90,
and chap. XIl.]
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34. Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/91 of 8 March 1995, approves:

(@) The Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Rwanda, as set out in
resolution S-3/1 of 25 May 1994, for an additional year, and its request to
the Special Rapporteur to make recommendations concerning situations in which
technical assistance may be appropriate;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide all
necessary resources to the Special Rapporteur, taking into account the
operational plan for the human rights field operation in Rwanda and the need
to deploy a sufficient number of human rights field officers to assist the
Special Rapporteur to fulfil his mandate, and further its request to him to
take appropriate steps to ensure adequate financial and human resources for
the delivery of programmes of technical assistance and advisory services,
especially in the field of the administration of justice as requested by the
Government of Rwanda.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/91,
and chap. XIl.]

35. Evaluation of the human rights programme of the
United Nations system, in accordance with the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1995/93 of 10 March 1995, approves the Commission’s request
to the Secretary-General to convene, at least twice a year at Geneva, meetings
with all interested States to provide information on the activities conducted
by the Centre for Human Rights and its process of restructuring.

[See chap. II, sect. A, resolution 1995/93,
and chap. XXV.]

36. A world conference against racism, racial and
ethnic discrimination, xenophobia and other
related contemporary forms of intolerance

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights decision 1995/104 of 24 February 1995, approves the Commission’s
recommendation to the General Assembly to consider at its fiftieth session the
possibility of convening a world conference against racism, racial and ethnic
discrimination, xenophobia and other related contemporary forms of
intolerance.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/104,
and chap. XVI.]
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37. Human rights and income distribution

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights decision 1995/105 of 24 February 1995, approves the Commission’s
decision to appoint Mr. José Bengoa as Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on the
relationship between the enjoyment of human rights, in particular economic,
social and cultural rights, and income distribution, at both national and
international levels, taking also into account the preliminary and final
reports of the Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission on human rights and
extreme poverty and matters related to the realization of the right to
development, with a view to determining how most effectively to strengthen
activities in this field; and also approves the request to the Special
Rapporteur to submit a preliminary report to the Subcommission at its
forty-seventh session, a progress report at its forty-eighth session and a
final report at its forty-ninth session.

[See chap. Il, sect. B, decision 1995/105,
and chap. VIL.]

38. Organization of the work of the fifty-second regular session

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights decision 1995/106 of 3 March 1995 and of Economic and Social Council
decision 1994/297 of 29 July 1994, approves the Commission’s recommendation
that the dates of the Commission’s regular session be rescheduled, on a
one-year trial basis, so that the next regular session would be held from
18 March to 26 April 1996.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/106,
and chap. lIl.]

39. Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of decision 1995/108 of
3 March 1995 of the Commission on Human Rights:

(&) Welcomes the preliminary report on the protection of the heritage
of indigenous people (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/31) and the relevant principles and
guidelines contained in its annex;

(b)  Expresses its deep appreciation to the Special Rapporteur,
Ms. Erica-lrene Daes;

(c) Requests the Secretary-General to submit the principles and
guidelines to indigenous people’s organizations, communities and nations, as
well as to Governments, specialized agencies and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations concerned, for their comments;
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(d)  Authorizes the Special Rapporteur to prepare her final report
taking into consideration, inter alia , the comments and information received
and to submit it to the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities at its forty-seventh session;

(e) Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the assistance necessary to enable her to carry out her mandate
successfully.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/108,
and chap. XIX.]

40. Study on treaties, agreements and other constructive
arrangements between States and indigenous populations

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of decision 1995/109 of
3 March 1995 of the Commission on Human Rights and decision 1994/116 of
26 August 1994 of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, endorses the recommendation that the Special
Rapporteur, Mr. Miguel Alfonso Martinez, make all possible efforts to submit
his second progress report in 1995 to the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations at its thirteenth session and to the Subcommission at its
forty-seventh session, as well as his final report to both bodies in 1996.
The Council also endorses the recommendation to request the Secretary-General
to give the Special Rapporteur all the necessary assistance to allow him to
continue his work, in particular by providing for the specialized research
assistance required and for the necessary trips to Geneva for consultation
with the Centre for Human Rights, and the resources needed for a research
mission to the Vatican archives in Rome.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/109,
and chap. XIX.]

41. The right to a fair trial

The Economic and Social Council, recalling its decision 1994/251 of
22 July 1994, approves the endorsement by the Commission on Human Rights,
contained in its decision 1995/110 of 3 March 1995, of the proposal of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
that the study on the right to a fair trial and a remedy, prepared by the
Special Rapporteurs, Mr. Stanislav Chernichenko and Mr. William Treat, be
published, as described in Subcommission resolution 1994/35 of 26 August 1994,
and requests the Secretary-General to provide all assistance necessary for the
publication of the study.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/110,
and chap. X.]
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42. Traditional practices affecting the health of women and children

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights decision 1995/112 of 3 March 1995 and resolution 1994/30 of
26 August 1994 of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, approves the Commission’s endorsement of the
Subcommission’s recommendations that:

(& The mandate of the Special Rapporteur, Ms. Halima Embarek Warzazi,
be extended for two more years, in order to enable her to undertake an
in-depth study to assess, inter alia , the differences and similarities between
traditional practices affecting the health of women and children in many parts
of the world, taking into consideration, among other relevant documents and
information, the conclusions and recommendations of the regional seminars and
the effects of the implementation of the plan of action for the elimination of
harmful traditional practices affecting the health of women and children;

(b) The Special Rapporteur be requested to submit her preliminary
report to the Subcommission at its forty-seventh session and her final report
at its forty-eighth session;

(c) The Secretary-General be requested to provide all the assistance
that the Special Rapporteur may require in the exercise of her mandate.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/112,
and chap. Xl.]

43. Organization of the work of the fifty-second session

The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human
Rights decision 1995/115 of 10 March 1995, approves:

(&) The Commission’s recommendation to authorize, if possible within
existing financial resources, 40 fully-serviced additional meetings, including
summary records, in accordance with rules 29 and 31 of the rules of procedure
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council, for the
Commission’s fifty-second session;

(b) The Commission’s request to the Chairman of the Commission at its
fifty-second session to make every effort to organize the work of the session
within the time normally allotted, the additional meetings that the Economic
and Social Council might authorize to be utilized only if such meetings proved
to be absolutely necessary.

[See chap. II, sect. B, decision 1995/115,
and chap. lIl.]
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II.  RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION
AT ITS FIFTY-FIRST SESSION

A. Resolutions

1995/1. Question of the violation of human rights in the
occupied Arab territories, including Palestine

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as by the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,

Guided also by the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, and the provisions of Additional Protocol | thereto, and the
Hague Convention IV of 1907, as well as the principles of international law
affrmed by the General Assembly in its resolutions 3 (I) of 13 February 1946,
95 (I) of 11 December 1946, 260 A (lll) of 9 December 1948 and 2391 (XXIII) of
26 November 1968,

Recalling the resolutions of the Security Council, the General Assembly
and the Commission on Human Rights related to the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, to the Palestinian and other occupied Arab territories,
including Jerusalem,

Recalling also the General Assembly resolutions on Israeli violations of
human rights in occupied Palestine, since 1967 and until now,

Recalling further the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Taking note  of the report (E/CN.4/1995/19) of the Special Rapporteur,
Mr. René Felber, regarding his mission undertaken in accordance with
Commission resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993,

Taking note also of the reports of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories submitted to the General Assembly
since 1968, including the latest (A/49/511),

Noting with great concern the continued Israeli refusal to abide by the
resolutions of the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Commission
on Human Rights calling on Israel to put an end to the violations of human
rights and affirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to
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the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
including Jerusalem,

Welcoming the signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements by the Government of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization on 13 September 1993 and of the following agreement,
whereby violations of human rights will end through the full withdrawal of
Israeli forces from the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,

Recalling all its previous resolutions on the subject, including the
latest, resolution 1994/3 of 18 February 1994,

1. Deeply regrets the continued violations of human rights in the
occupied Palestinian territory since the signing of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements by the Government of Israel
and the Palestine Liberation Organization on 13 September 1993, in particular
the continuation of acts of killing and the detention of thousands of
Palestinians without trial, the continuation of the extension and the
establishment of Israeli settlements, the confiscation of property of
Palestinians and the expropriation of their land;

2. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to the
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

3. Calls once more upon Israel, the occupying Power, to desist from
all forms of violation of human rights in the Palestinian and other occupied
Arab territories and to respect the bases of international law, the principles
of international humanitarian law, and its commitments to the provisions of
the Charter and resolutions of the United Nations;

4, Also calls upon Israel to withdraw from the Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab territories in accordance
with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and the Commission on
Human Rights;

5. Requests  the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the attention of the Government of Israel and all other Governments, the
competent United Nations organs, the specialized agencies, regional
intergovernmental organizations and international humanitarian organizations,
to disseminate it on the widest possible scale, and to report on its
implementation by the Government of Israel to the Commission on Human Rights
at its fifty-second session;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the Commission on
Human Rights with all United Nations reports issued between sessions of the
Commission that deal with the conditions in which the citizens of the
Palestinian and other occupied Arab territories are living under the Israeli
occupation;
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7. Decides  to consider the question at its fifty-second session as a
matter of high priority.

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 26 to 2,
with 21 abstentions. See chap. 1V.]

1995/2. Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan

The Commission on Human Rights

Deeply concerned at the suffering of the population of the occupied
Syrian Golan due to the violation of their human rights since the Israeli
military occupation of 1967,

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17 December 1981,

Recalling also all relevant General Assembly resolutions, including the
latest, resolution 49/36 D of 9 December 1994, in which the Assembly,
inter alia , called upon Israel to put an end to its occupation of the Arab
territories,

Reaffirming once more the illegality of Israel's decision of
14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the
occupied Syrian Golan, which has resulted in the effective annexation of that
territory,

Reaffirming that the acquisition of territory by force is inadmissible
under the principles of international law and under the Charter of the
United Nations,

Taking note with deep concern of the report of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories (A/49/511) and, in this
connection, regretting Israel’'s constant refusal to cooperate with and to
receive the Special Committee,

Guided by the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and with particular reference to
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War, of 12 August 1949, and the relevant provisions of the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907,

Noting with satisfaction the convening in Madrid of the International
Peace Conference on the Middle East on the basis of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973,
with the hope that substantial and concrete progress will be achieved on the
Syrian and Lebanese tracks for the realization of a just, comprehensive and
lasting peace in the region,
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Reaffirming its previous relevant resolutions, the most recent being
resolution 1994/2 of 18 February 1994,

1. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply with the relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council, particularly
resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, inter alia , decided that the
Israeli decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the
occupied Syrian Golan was null and void and without international legal
effect, and demanded that Israel, the occupying Power, should rescind
forthwith its decision;

2. Also calls upon Israel to desist from changing the physical
character, demographic composition, institutional structure and legal status
of the occupied Syrian Golan, and emphasizes that the displaced persons of the
population of the occupied Syrian Golan must be allowed to return to their
homes and to recover their properties;

3. Further calls upon Israel to desist from imposing lIsraeli
citizenship and lIsraeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied
Syrian Golan and to desist from its repressive measures against them, and from
all other practices mentioned in the report of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories;

4. Determines that all legislative and administrative measures and
actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the occupying Power, that purport to
alter the character and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and
void, constitute a flagrant violation of international law and of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, and have no legal effect;

5. Calls once again upon Member States not to recognize any of the
legislative or administrative measures and actions referred to in the present
resolution;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the attention of all Governments, the competent United Nations organs, the
specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and
international humanitarian organizations and to give it the widest possible
publicity, and to report to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second
session;

7. Decides  to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session, as a matter of high priority, the item entitled "Question of the
violation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including
Palestine".

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 25 votes to 1,
with 23 abstentions. See chap. 1V.]
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1995/3. Israeli settlements in the occupied Arab territories

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that, in accordance with article 13, paragraph 2, of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, everyone has the right to leave any
country, including his own, and to return to his country,

Reaffirming that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to
Palestinian and all Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem,

Recalling its resolutions 1990/1 of 16 February 1990, 1991/3 of
15 February 1991, 1992/3 of 14 February 1992, 1993/3 of 19 February 1993 and
1994/1 of 18 February 1994 which, inter alia , reaffirmed the illegality of the
Israeli settlements in the occupied territories,

Gravely concerned at the continued establishment by the Israeli
Government and at its allowing the establishment of settlers in the
occupied territories, which may change the physical character and demographic
composition of the occupied territories,

Welcoming the positive development which originated with the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, convened in Madrid on
30 October 1991, including in particular the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Self-Government Arrangements signed in Washington by the Government of
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization on 13 September 1993 and the
subsequent Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area, signed in Cairo
by the same parties on 4 May 1994, as well as all their continuing efforts for
the creation of a peaceful and stable environment in the Middle East,

Noting the report (E/CN.4/1995/19) submitted by the Special Rapporteur
pursuant to resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993, in which he refers,
inter alia , to the continued resort to expropriation and to the expansion of
existing settlements,

Convinced that a complete cessation by Israel of its policy of expanding
the settlements would constitute, especially at the present stage of the peace
process, a meaningful contribution to the creation of a peaceful and stable
environment,

1. Reaffirms that the installation of Israeli civilians in the
occupied territories is illegal and constitutes a violation of the relevant
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949;

2. Regrets  that the Government of Israel has not fully complied with

the provisions of Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1990/1, 1991/3,
1992/3, 1993/3 and 1994/1;
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3. Urges the Government of Israel to abstain fully from installing any
settlers in the occupied territories and to prevent any new installation of
settlers in these territories.

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 46 votes to 1,
with 3 abstentions. See chap. 1V.]

1995/4. Situation in occupied Palestine

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular the provisions of Articles 1 and 55 thereof,
which affirm the right of peoples to self-determination, and scrupulous
respect of the principle of refraining in international relations from the
threat or use of force, as specified in the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations adopted by the
General Assembly in its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,

Guided also by the provisions of article 1 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which affirm that all peoples have the
right to self-determination,

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted by the
General Assembly in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Guided by the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, and in
particular part |, paragraphs 2 and 3, relating to the right to
self-determination of all peoples and especially those subject to foreign
occupation,

Noting  Security Council resolutions 183 (1963) of 11 December 1963 and
218 (1965) of 23 November 1965, which affirmed the interpretation of the
principle of self-determination as laid down in General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV),

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 181 A and B (ll) of
29 November 1947 and 194 (lll) of 11 December 1948, as well as all other
resolutions which confirm and define the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people, particularly their right to self-determination without external
interference and to the establishment of their independent State on their
national soil, especially Assembly resolutions ES-7/2 of 29 July 1980 and
37/86 E of 20 December 1982,

Reaffirming its previous resolutions in this regard, including the
latest, resolution 1994/5 of 18 February 1994,
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Bearing in mind the reports and recommendations of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People which, from 1976
to 1994, have been submitted to the Security Council through the
General Assembly,

Reaffirming the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the relevant United Nations
resolutions and declarations, and the provisions of international covenants
and instruments relating to the right to self-determination as an
international principle and as a right of all peoples in the world,

Recalling that the foreign occupation by the armed forces of a State of
the territory of another State constitutes an obstacle to and a grave
violation of human rights according to part |, paragraph 30, of the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action, and an act of aggression and a crime
against the peace and security of mankind, according to General Assembly
resolution 3314 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974,

Welcoming the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements signed by the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization on 13 September 1993, aimed at enabling the Palestinian people to
achieve their national rights and, principally, their right to
self-determination free of external intervention,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination without external interference;

2. Calls upon Israel to comply with its obligations under the Charter
of the United Nations and the principles of international law, and to withdraw
from the Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem, and the other Arab
territories which it has occupied since 1967 by military force, in accordance
with the relevant United Nations resolutions, so as to enable the Palestinian
people to exercise their universally recognized right to self-determination;

3. Requests  the Secretary-General to transmit the present resolution
to the Government of Israel and to all other Governments, to distribute it on
the widest possible scale and to make available to the Commission on Human
Rights, prior to the convening of its fifty-second session, all information
pertaining to the implementation of the present resolution by the Government
of Israel;

4. Decides  to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the item entitled "The right of peoples to self-determination and its
application to peoples under colonial or alien domination or foreign
occupation” and to consider the situation in occupied Palestine under that
item, as a matter of high priority.

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 27 votes to 1,
with 22 abstentions. See chap. 1X/]
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1995/5. Use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise

of the right of peoples to self-determination

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling the purposes enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations
concerning the strict observance of the sovereign equality, political
independence and territorial integrity of States and the self-determination of
peoples, as well as the need for scrupulous respect for the principle of the
non-use of force or threat of use of force in international relations as
developed in the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations (General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV)),

Recognizing that mercenaries are used for activities which violate these
principles,

Alarmed at the continuing trend of unlawful international activities
involving mercenaries in the perpetration of violent actions inimical to the
constitutional order of States,

Concerned at the grave menace that the increasing activities of
mercenaries represent in many parts of the world,

Gravely concerned at the loss of life, the damage to property and the
negative effects on the economies of affected States,

Recalling all relevant resolutions adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly,

Recalling also all its previous resolutions on this matter,

Recalling further that the General Assembly, in its resolution 49/150,
requested the Special Rapporteur to report to the Assembly at its
fiftieth session,

Convinced that it is necessary to develop and maintain international
cooperation among States for the prevention, prosecution and punishment of
mercenary activities,

1. Reaffirms that the recruitment, use, financing and training of
mercenaries should be considered offences of grave concern to all States;

2. Urges all States to prevent mercenaries from using any part of
their territory to destabilize any sovereign State;

3. Calls upon all States that have not yet done so to consider taking
early action to accede to or ratify the International Convention against the
Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries;

4. Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for three
years;
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5. Also decides that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his
mandate, shall seek and receive credible and reliable information from
Governments, specialized agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance;

7. Requests  the Special Rapporteur to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session on his activities;

8. Urges all States to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur in the
fulfilment of his mandate;

9. Decides  to consider at its fifty-second session the question of the
use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of peoples
to self-determination under the agenda item entitled "The right of peoples to
self-determination and its application to peoples under colonial or alien
domination or foreign occupation”;

10. Recommends the following draft decision to the Economic and Social
Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. I, sect. B, draft decision 1]

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 34 votes to 1,
with 15 abstentions. See chap. 1X/]

1995/6. Middle East peace process

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its resolution 1994/4 of 18 February 1994, Subcommission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities resolution 1994/13
of 25 August 1994, General Assembly resolutions 49/88 of 16 December 1994
and 48/58 of 14 December 1993, and Economic and Social Council
resolution 1994/29 of 27 July 1994,

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Stressing that the achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting
settlement of the Middle East conflict will constitute a significant
contribution to strengthening international peace and security, and is a
critical condition for the furthering of human rights in the region,

Recalling the convening of the International Peace Conference on the

Middle East in Madrid on 30 October 1991, on the basis of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973,
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and the subsequent bilateral negotiations, as well as the meetings of the
multilateral working groups, and noting with satisfaction the broad
international support for the peace process,

Noting the continuing positive participation of the United Nations as a
full extraregional participant in the work of the multilateral working groups,

Bearing in mind the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements, signed by lIsrael and the Palestine Liberation Organization in
Washington, D.C. on 13 September 1993, and the subsequent Agreement on the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area, signed by the Government of Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization in Cairo on 4 May 1994,

Also bearing in mind the Agreement between Israel and Jordan on the
Common Agenda, signed in Washington, D.C. on 14 September 1993, the Washington
Declaration, signed by Jordan and lIsrael on 25 July 1994, the 29 August 1994
agreement on the preparatory transfer of powers and responsibilities, and the
Jordan-Israel Treaty of Peace of 26 October 1994,

1. Stresses the importance of, and need for, achieving a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

2. Emphasizes  that the achievement of such a peace is vital to the
full implementation of human rights in the area;

3. Welcomes the peace process started in Madrid and supports the
subsequent bilateral negotiations;

4. Also welcomes  the establishment of the Palestinian Authority and
its positive efforts to develop sound governance based on the will of the
Palestinian people and democratic procedures;

5. Calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to make available, on
request, its programme of advisory services and technical assistance to the
Palestinian Authority, and invites Governments to contribute to the programme;

6. Expresses  its full support for the achievements of the peace
process thus far, in particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements, signed by Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the subsequent Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area,
signed by the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization,
the representative of the Palestinian people, the 29 August 1994 agreement on
the preparatory transfer of powers and responsibilities, the Agreement between
Israel and Jordan on the Common Agenda, the Washington Declaration signed by
Jordan and Israel on 25 July 1994, and the Jordan-lsrael Treaty of Peace of
26 October 1994, which constitute important steps in achieving a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East, and urges all
parties to implement the agreements reached,;
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7. Encourages  the continuation of negotiations on the implementation
of the next stage of the Declaration of Principles.

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 50 votes. See chap. IX.]

1995/7. Question of Western Sahara

The Commission on Human Rights

Having considered the question of Western Sahara,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination
and independence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations and in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling its earlier resolutions, the latest of which is
resolution 1994/6 of 18 February 1994,

Recalling also the agreement in principle given on 30 August 1988 by the
Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popular para la Liberacion de Saguia
el-Hamra y Rio de Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and the current Chairman of the Conference of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity, in the framework of their
joint mission of good offices,

Also recalling Security Council resolutions 621 (1988) of
20 September 1988, 658 (1990) of 27 June 1990, 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991,
725 (1991) of 31 December 1991, 809 (1993) of 2 March 1993 and 907 (1994) of
29 March 1994 relating to the question of Western Sahara,

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the cease-fire in
Western Sahara on 6 September 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the
Secretary-General accepted by both parties,

Taking note  of the adoption of resolution 973 (1995) by the Security
Council on 13 January 1995,

Taking note  of the statement made by the President of the Security
Council on 29 July 1994,

Welcoming the appointment of Mr. Erik Jensen as Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara and the progress
made, under his guidance, by the Identification Commission of the
United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara,
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Stressing the importance and usefulness of the resumption of direct talks
between the two above-mentioned parties in order to create an atmosphere
conducive to the speedy and effective implementation of the settlement plan
for the question of Western Sahara,

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
(A/49/23 (Part V), chap. VIII),

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-General (A/49/492),

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General,

2. Pays tribute to the Secretary-General and his Deputy Special
Representative for their action with a view to settling the question of
Western Sahara through the implementation of the settlement plan;

3. Reaffirms its support for the efforts which the Secretary-General
will continue to make for the organization and supervision by the
United Nations, in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, of
a referendum for self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, in
accordance with resolutions 658 (1990) and 690 (1991), in which the
Security Council adopted the settlement plan for the question of
Western Sahara;

4. Also reaffirms that the objective to which all parties concerned
subscribe is the holding of a free, regular and impartial referendum for the
people of Western Sahara organized and supervised by the United Nations in
cooperation with the Organization of African Unity and without any military or
administrative constraint, in accordance with the settlement plan;

5. Endorses  the content of the statement by the President of the
Security Council dated 29 July 1994, in which the Security Council, among
other things, welcomes the progress made so far on the issues referred to in
the report of the Secretary-General with a view to the implementation of the
settlement plan, pays tribute, in particular, to the ldentification Commission
for the work it has accomplished and to the Deputy Special Representative for
the efforts he has made under resolution 907 (1994) of 29 March 1994 and
invites the two parties to continue to cooperate with the Secretary-General
and the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara with a
view to implementing the settlement plan as soon as possible;

6. Expresses  hope that the direct talks between the two parties will
resume soon in order to create an atmosphere conducive to the speedy and
effective implementation of the settlement plan;

7. Recalls that the General Assembly has requested the Special

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
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to continue to consider the situation in Western Sahara, bearing in mind the
ongoing referendum process, and to report thereon to the Assembly at its
fiftieth session;

8. Decides  to follow the development of the situation in Western
Sahara and to consider the question at its fifty-second session, as a matter
of high priority, under the agenda item entitled "The right of peoples to
self-determination and its application to peoples under colonial or alien
domination or foreign occupation".

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. IX|]

1995/8. Violations of human rights in southern Africa:
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its resolutions 1993/9 of 26 February 1993 and 1994/10
of 18 February 1994,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 48/258 of 23 June 1994 and
Security Council resolution 919 (1994) of 25 May 1994,

Taking note with appreciation of the final report of the Ad Hoc Working
Group of Experts on southern Africa (E/CN.4/1995/23),

Recalling the contributions made over the decades by the United Nations,
the Commission on Human Rights, States Members of the United Nations, regional
and non-governmental organizations and the international community as a whole
to the efforts leading to the end of apartheid,

Noting with great satisfaction the establishment of a united, non-racial
and democratic government in South Africa,

1. Expresses its profound satisfaction at the entry into force of
South Africa’s new Constitution on 27 April 1994, the holding of democratic
elections from 26 to 29 April 1994, the convening of South Africa’s new
Parliament on 5 May 1994 and the installation on 10 May 1994 of its President
and Government of National Unity;

2. Congratulates all South Africans and their political leaders on
their success in bringing apartheid to an end and in laying, through
broad-based negotiations, the foundations for a new, non-racial and democratic
South Africa with equal and guaranteed rights for all;

3. Notes the importance of actions taken by the General Assembly, the
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council, which have contributed
significantly to the end of apartheid and the establishment of a democratic
and united, non-racial South Africa;
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4. Commends the Organization of African Unity, the Commonwealth, the
European Union and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries for their support to
the process of peaceful change culminating in the elections;

5. Expresses  its appreciation to the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts
on southern Africa for the important role it has played in support of the
efforts to eliminate apartheid in South Africa and to establish a non-racial
and democratic society in that country;

6. Considers that the mandate of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts
has been successfully concluded, and decides to terminate it as of the date of
adoption of the present resolution;

7. Decides  to remove from the agenda of its fifty-second session the
item entitled "Violations of human rights in southern Africa: report of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts".

29th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. V]

1995/9. Monitoring and assisting the transition
to democracy in South Africa

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its resolution 1994/8 of 18 February 1994,

Recalling also resolution 1994/3 of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of 12 August 1994,

Noting with great satisfaction the establishment of a non-racial and
democratic South Africa,

Taking note  of the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the
Subcommission, Ms. Judith Sefi Attah (E/CN.4/1995/24),

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Special Rapporteur for monitoring
the transition to democracy in South Africa and for the important role she has
played in support of the efforts to eliminate apartheid in South Africa and to
establish a non-racial society in the country;

2. Expresses its profound satisfaction at the entry into force of
South Africa’s new Constitution on 27 April 1994, the holding of one
person/one vote elections from 26 to 29 April 1994, the convening of
South Africa’s new Parliament on 5 May 1994 and the installation on
10 May 1994 of its President and Government of National Unity;

3. Considers that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur to monitor the
transition to democracy in South Africa has been successfully concluded, and
decides to terminate it as at the date of adoption of the present resolution;
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4. Decides to remove from its agenda, as of its fifty-second session,
the item entitled "Monitoring and assisting the transition to democracy in
South Africa".

30th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. VI.]

1995/10. Implementation of the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2922 (XXVII) of 15 November 1972
and 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973,

Recalling also its resolution 12 (XXXVI) of 26 February 1980,

Recalling further its resolution 1993/10 of 26 February 1993,

Convinced that apartheid and apartheid-like practices are an insult to
humanity and constitute a total negation of the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations,

Noting with great satisfaction that the era of apartheid in South Africa
has come to an end,

Warmly welcoming the establishment of a united, non-racial and democratic
government in South Africa,

Acknowledging with appreciation the contribution of the international
community, in particular the Group of Three, in the efforts towards the
eradication of apartheid,

Noting the report of the Group of Three (E/CN.4/1995/76),

1. Recognizes  that the diligent application and monitoring of the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid by the international community greatly assisted the dismantling of
apartheid in South Africa;

2. Aware that apartheid as defined by the International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid no longer exists
anywhere;

3. Affirms that, as noted by the Group of Three in its report,
potential situations of practices of racial segregation that might exist
outside South Africa would be covered under the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;
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4. Decides  to remove from the agenda of its fifty-third session the
item entitled "Implementation of the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid";

5. Also decides to suspend meetings of the Group of Three as from the
date of adoption of the present resolution.

30th meeting

17 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1995/11. Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Third
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming the obligation of States under the Charter of the
United Nations to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion,

Reaffirming its conviction that racism and racial discrimination
constitute a total negation of the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Reaffirming its firm determination and its commitment to eradicate
totally and unconditionally racism in all its forms and racial discrimination,

Recalling its resolution 1994/9 of 18 February 1994,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the
Convention against Discrimination in Education adopted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on 14 December 1960,

Bearing in_mind General Assembly resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) of
2 November 1973 on the First Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, and 38/14 of 22 November 1983 on the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Recalling the recommendations of the two World Conferences to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva in 1978 and 1983,

Welcoming the outcome of the World Conference on Human Rights, held in
Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, and, in particular, the attention given in the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) to the elimination
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance,

Welcoming also  the peaceful transition towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa,
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Noting with grave concern that, despite the efforts of the international
community, the principal objectives of two Decades to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination have not been attained and that millions of human beings
continue to this day to be the victims of varied forms of racism and racial
discrimination,

Recognizing  the importance of strengthening, where necessary, national
legislation and institutions for the promotion of racial harmony,

Aware of the importance and magnitude of the phenomenon of migrant
workers, as well as the efforts undertaken by the international community to
improve the protection of the human rights of migrant workers and members of
their families,

Recalling the adoption by the General Assembly, at its forty-fifth
session, of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,

Aware that indigenous people are at times victims of particular forms of
racism and racial discrimination,

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 48/91 of 20 December 1993, whereby
the General Assembly decided to proclaim a Third Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination, beginning in 1993, and to adopt the Programme of Action
proposed for the Third Decade,

1. Declares _ that all forms of racism and racial discrimination,
whether institutionalized or resulting from official doctrines of racial
superiority or exclusivity, such as "ethnic cleansing”, are among the most
serious violations of human rights in the contemporary world and must be
combated by all available means;

2. Commends all States that have ratified or acceded to the
international instruments to combat racism and racial discrimination;

3. Appeals  to those States that have not yet done so to consider
ratifying, acceding to and implementing the relevant international
instruments, particularly the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention against Discrimination
in Education;

4. Urges all Governments to take all necessary measures to combat new
forms of racism, in particular by ongoing adjustment of the methods used to
combat them;

5. Invites all Governments and international and non-governmental
organizations to increase and intensify their activities to combat racism and
racial discrimination and to provide relief and assistance to the victims of
these evils;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to take action to coordinate all the

programmes currently being carried out by United Nations bodies with a view to
achieving the objectives of the Third Decade;
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7. Requests  the Secretary-General to continue to accord special
attention to the situation of migrant workers and members of their families
and to include regularly in his reports full information on such workers;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue the study on the
effects of racial discrimination on the children of minorities and those of
migrant workers in the fields of education, training and employment, and to
submit, inter_alia , specific recommendations for the implementation of
measures to combat the effects of that discrimination;

9. Calls upon all Member States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families as a matter of priority, so
that it can enter into force as soon as possible;

10. Urges the Secretary-General, United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies, all Governments, intergovernmental organizations and relevant
non-governmental organizations, in implementing the Programme of Action for
the Third Decade, to pay particular attention to the situation of indigenous
people;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to publish and distribute as soon as
possible the model legislation on racism and racial discrimination for the
guidance of Governments in the enactment of further legislation against racial
discrimination;

12.  Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to expedite the preparation of teaching materials and teaching
aids to promote teaching, training and education activities on human rights
and against racism and racial discrimination, with particular emphasis on
activities at the primary and secondary levels of education;

13. Regrets  that some of the activities for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination have not been implemented because of lack of
adequate resources;

14. Calls upon the international community to provide the
Secretary-General with appropriate financial resources for efficient action
against racism and racial discrimination;

15.  Invites all Governments, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, as well as interested
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council, to participate fully in the Third Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination;

16. Considers that voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for the
Programme for the Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination are
indispensable for the implementation of the Programme;

17. Strongly appeals , therefore, to all Governments, organizations and
individuals in a position to do so to contribute generously to the Trust Fund,
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and to this end requests the Secretary-General to continue to undertake
appropriate contacts and initiatives to encourage contributions;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the necessary
financial resources are provided for the implementation of the activities of
the Third Decade during the bienniums 1994-1995 and 1996-1997;

19. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General on the Programme
of Action for the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination
(E/CN.4/1995/77);

20. Recommends that the activities mentioned in the plan of activities
to be carried out during the first third of the Third Decade to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination (1994-1997), as contained in the report of the
Secretary-General to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive
session of 1994 (E/1994/97), should be implemented;

21. Invites the Secretary-General to do his utmost to establish a focal
point within the United Nations Centre for Human Rights, which will be
responsible for reviewing information concerning activities carried out within
the framework of the Third Decade and making specific recommendations on
activities to be undertaken;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Human
Rights a detailed annual report on:

(@) Al activities of Member States, United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations, analysing information
received on such activities to combat racism and racial discrimination;

(b) Measures to be taken to improve the coordination of the activities
of the Programme of Action or to supplement, on the basis of the discussions
in plenary, the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination;

23. Decides to consider at its fifty-second session, as a matter of
high priority, the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Third
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVI.]

1995/12. Measures to combat contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming its resolution 1994/64 of 9 March 1994,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 49/147 of 23 December 1994,
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Mindful  of General Assembly resolution 45/105 of 14 December 1990, in
which the Assembly declared once again that all forms of racism and racial
discrimination, particularly in their institutionalized form, such as
apartheid, or resulting from official doctrines of racial superiority or
exclusivity, were among the most serious violations of human rights in the
contemporary world and must be combated by all available means,

Bearing in mind the outcome of the World Conference on Human Rights, held
in Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, and, in particular, the attention given in
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) to the
elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of
intolerance,

Taking note  of resolution 1994/2 of 12 August 1994 of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, and in
particular the recommendation contained therein,

Aware that racism, being one of the exclusionist phenomena plaguing many
societies, requires resolute action and cooperation for its eradication,

Mindful  of the report of the Secretary-General on measures to combat
racism and racial discrimination, submitted to the Subcommission at its
forty-fourth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/11),

Having examined the report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
(E/CN.4/1995/78 and Add.1),

Deeply concerned that, despite efforts, racism, racial discrimination,
anti-Semitism, xenophobia and related intolerance, as well as acts of racial
violence, continue to persist and even grow in magnitude, incessantly adopting
new forms,

Conscious _ of the fundamental difference between, on the one hand, racism
and racial discrimination as an institutionalized governmental policy or
resulting from official doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity and, on
the other hand, other manifestations of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance taking place in segments of many societies
and perpetrated by individuals or groups, some of which are directed against
migrant workers,

Underlining the importance of eliminating the growing manifestations of
racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia taking place in segments of many
societies and of creating conditions to foster greater harmony and tolerance
within societies,

1. Takes note  of the recommendation of the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities relating to the possible
convening of a world conference against racism, racial and ethnic
discrimination, xenophobia and other related contemporary forms of
intolerance;
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2. Takes note  of the report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;

3. Expresses its support for the work of the Special Rapporteur and
for its continuation;

4, Expresses its profound concern at and unequivocal condemnation
all forms of racism and all racist violence, including related acts of random
and indiscriminate violence;
5. Expresses its deep concern at and condemnation of manifestations of

racism, xenophobia and racial discrimination against migrant workers and other
vulnerable groups in many societies;

6. Supports _ the efforts of Governments in taking measures aimed at the
eradication of all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance;

7. Appeals  to Governments to further the measures they are taking in
this respect by making efforts to harmonize their relevant domestic
legislation, introducing, where necessary, effective means of enabling racist
motivations to be taken into account when sentencing, and promoting
international cooperation against racist groups at the international, regional
and bilateral levels;

8. Requests  the Special Rapporteur to continue to examine in
accordance with his mandate incidents of contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, any form of discrimination against Blacks, Arabs and Muslims,
xenophobia, negrophobia, anti-Semitism and related intolerance, as well as
governmental measures to overcome them, and to report on these matters to the
Commission at its fifty-second session;

9. Also requests the Special Rapporteur to continue his exchange of
views with the relevant mechanisms and treaty bodies within the United Nations
system in order further to enhance their effectiveness and mutual cooperation;

10. Calls upon all Governments, intergovernmental organizations and
other relevant organizations of the United Nations system, as well as
non-governmental organizations, to supply information to the Special
Rapporteur,;

11. Requests the Special Rapporteur to make the fullest use of all
additional sources of information, including country visits and the evaluation
of mass media, and to elicit the responses of Governments with regard to
allegations;

12. Encourages the Special Rapporteur, in close consultation with
Governments, relevant organizations of the United Nations system, other
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations, to present
further recommendations concerning human rights education with a view to
preventing actions giving rise to racism and racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related intolerance;
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13. Also _encourages the Special Rapporteur to present concrete
recommendations on specific measures which could be taken at the national,
regional and international levels, with a view to preventing and eradicating
problems within the purview of his mandate;

14. Urges all Governments to cooperate fully with the Special
Rapporteur with a view to enabling him to fulfil his mandate;

15.  Invites all Governments to study and, where possible, take measures
to provide assistance to and rehabilitation of victims of acts of racism,
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to elicit the views of Governments
on the possibility of using existing voluntary funds and of establishing a new
voluntary fund for the rehabilitation and social reintegration of victims of
acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, and
to prepare a report thereon to be submitted to the General Assembly at its
fiftieth session for its consideration;

17. Regrets that the Special Rapporteur encountered difficulties in
preparing his present report, owing to the lack of necessary resources;

18. Requests the Secretary-General without further delay to provide the
Special Rapporteur with all the necessary assistance in carrying out his
mandate and enabling him to submit an interim report to the General Assembly
at its fiftieth session and a comprehensive report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session.

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVI.]

1995/13. Effects on the full enjoyment of human rights of the
economic adjustment policies arising from foreign
debt and, in particular, of the implementation of
the Declaration on the Right to Development

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that the purpose of the Declaration of Human Rights is the full
promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, namely,
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights,

Recalling also that one of the purposes of the United Nations is to
achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an
economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977,
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Reaffirming the Declaration on Social Progress and Development proclaimed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969 and
the Declaration on the Right to Development adopted by the General Assembly in
its resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986,

Bearing in mind resolutions 1989/20 and 1989/21 of 31 August 1989,
1990/16 of 30 August 1990, 1991/27 of 29 August 1991, 1992/29 of
27 August 1992, 1993/40 of 26 August 1993 and 1994/40 of 26 August 1994 of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

Recognizing  that the activities of the various organizations in the
United Nations system should be closely interrelated and that it is necessary
to draw on all the efforts made in the various disciplines relating to the
human person in order to promote all human rights effectively,

Having in mind the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children in the
1990s, adopted by the World Summit for Children on 30 September 1990
(E/CN.4/1991, annex),

Aware that the serious problem of foreign debt remains one of the most
acute factors adversely affecting economic and social development and the
living standards of the inhabitants in many developing countries, with serious
effects of a social nature,

Concerned about the repercussions of structural adjustment programmes in
the realization and full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights,

Recognizing  the need to address the obstacles that impede the
implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development and the
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights all over the world,

Aware of the fact that the Working Group on the Right to Development
identified the problem of foreign debt as one of the obstacles to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development,

Deeply concerned that the debt-service obligations remain high, that the
factors determining the capacity to pay have not moved in consonance with the
debt-service obligations of the majority of developing countries and that the
prospects for reducing the adverse effects of the debt burden on the
development process in developing countries continue to be uncertain,

Noting that developing countries still meet their debt obligations at
considerable cost to their economies,

Noting with regret the negative effects of the policies adopted to face
situations of external debt on the realization and enjoyment of economic,
social and cultural rights,

Stressing that the present international economic order continues to be
unfair and needs to be transformed,
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Stressing also that measures for debt reduction need to be accompanied by
vigorous measures aimed at improving the international economic environment in
order to facilitate the growth and development of developing countries,

Considering that the new strategies for solving the debt problem, of both
official and private origin, require policies of economic adjustment
accompanied by growth and development and that it is essential, within those
policies, to give priority consideration in their implementation to human
conditions, including standards of living, health, food, education and
employment of the population, especially among the most vulnerable and
low-income groups,

Taking into account the particular concern expressed by the
General Assembly at the growing deterioration of living conditions in the
developing world, at its negative effects on the full enjoyment of human
rights, and especially at the very serious economic situation of the African
continent and at the terrible effects of the heavy burden of external debt on
the developing countries,

Recalling its resolutions 1989/15 of 2 March 1989, 1990/17 and 1990/18 of
23 February 1990, 1991/13 of 22 February 1991, 1992/9 of 21 February 1992,
1993/12 of 26 February 1993 and 1994/11 of 25 February 1994,

Taking into account the report submitted by the Secretary-General in
accordance with its resolution 1994/11 (E/CN.4/1995/25 and Add.1 and 2),

1. Endorses  the report submitted by the Secretary-General in
accordance with its resolution 1994/11;

2. Stresses the importance of alleviating the debt and debt-service
burdens of developing countries with debt problems in the framework of the
realization of economic, social and cultural rights;

3. Also stresses the need to implement additional debt-reduction
measures, including further cancellation or reduction of part of the official
debt or debt-service, and the adoption of more urgent actions with regard to
the commercial and multilateral debt owed by developing countries, taking into
account, in particular, the needs of debtor countries;

4. Emphasizes _ that, in addition to debt-relief measures that include
debt and debt-service reduction, there is a need for new financial flows to
debtor developing countries, and urges the creditor countries and the
multilateral financial institutions to continue to extend concessional
financial assistance in order to support the implementation by the developing
countries of their economic reform programmes, so as to enable them to achieve
adequate technological and productive progress and extricate themselves from
the debt overhang and to assist them in achieving economic growth and
development and to compensate in some measure the developing countries which
meet their obligations at considerable cost to their economies;

5. Affirms that debt payments should not take precedence over the

basic rights of the people of debtor countries to food, shelter, clothing,
employment, health services and a healthy environment;
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6. Requests  the Working Group on the Right to Development to continue
to pay particular attention in its deliberations to the social repercussions
of the policies adopted to face situations of external debt on the effective
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights and to make recommendations
in this regard,;

7. Recognizes  that there is a need for more transparency in the
activities of international financial institutions;

8. Requests  the international financial institutions to report
periodically to the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council on
the social repercussions of their policies on the full enjoyment of economic,
social and cultural rights in the developing countries;

9. Stresses that foreign debt continues to be one of the major
obstacles to the realization of the right to development;

10. Considers that, in order to find a durable solution to the debt
crisis of developing countries and in addition to technical measures that
should be implemented in order to alleviate the debt burden of those
countries, there is a need for a political dialogue between creditor and
debtor countries in the United Nations system, based on the principle of
shared responsibility, and in this regard requests the Secretary-General to
recommend ways and means to carry out this dialogue, and to submit a report to
the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second session;

11. Also considers that the above-mentioned dialogue should contribute
to the initiation of an integral process aimed at restructuring the
international economic order with the objective of achieving more equitable
and fair relations among all nations of the world;

12.  Affirms that the process of consultations already initiated by the
Secretary-General in accordance with Commission resolution 1994/11 should lead
to the convening of high-level meetings at regional and world levels;

13. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to pay particular
attention to the problem of the debt burden of developing countries;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a programme unit in the
Centre for Human Rights for the promotion of economic, social and cultural
rights, in particular those related to the debt burden of developing countries
and the implementation of the right to development;

15. Decides to continue to consider, at its fifty-second session, the
agenda item entitled "Question of the realization in all countries of the
economic, social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problems which the developing countries
face in their efforts to achieve these human rights, including:
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(&) Problems related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of
living; foreign debt, economic adjustment policies and their effects on the
full enjoyment of human rights and, in particular, on the implementation of
the Declaration on the Right to Development;

(b) The effects of the existing unjust international economic order on
the economies of the developing countries, and the obstacle that this
represents for the implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms".

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 33 votes to 15,
with 4 abstentions. See chap. VIl.]

1995/14. Human rights and the environment

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 43/196 of 20 December 1988,
44/172 A and B of 19 December 1989, 44/228 of 22 December 1989, 45/211 of
21 December 1990, 46/168 of 19 December 1991 and 47/190 of 22 December 1992,

Recalling also its resolutions 1993/90 of 10 March 1993 and 1994/65 of
9 March 1994,

Reaffirming the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
(A/CONF.151/26, vol. I) and Agenda 21 (A/CONF.151/26, vol. Il), adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development on 14 June 1992,

Noting the need to adopt an integrated and balanced approach to the
issues related to sustainable development, democracy and human rights,

Taking note  of the reports submitted to the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities by its Special Rapporteur on
human rights and the environment, Mrs. Fatma Zohra Ksentini
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/7 and Add.1, E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/7 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/9
and Corr.1),

Taking into account resolutions 1994/27 and 1994/37 of 26 August 1994 of
the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities,

Conscious  of the mandate of the Commission on Sustainable Development for
the implementation of Agenda 21 and of the important work undertaken on
environment and development issues by the Commission on Sustainable
Development, the United Nations Environment Programme and other relevant
forums,

Considering that the promotion of an environmentally healthy world

contributes to the protection of the human rights to life and health of
everyone,
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Reaffirming that States have common but differentiated responsibilities
and capabilities, as defined in Agenda 21,

Recognizing  that illicit dumping of toxic and dangerous substances and
waste potentially constitutes a serious threat to the human rights to life
and health of everyone, bearing especially in mind the vulnerability and
concern of developing countries, and that States should vigorously implement
the existing conventions related to the dumping of toxic and dangerous
products and waste and cooperate in the prevention of illicit dumping,

Reaffirming that States have, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to
exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and
developmental policies and the responsibility to ensure that activities within
their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other
States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,

Reaffirming also the importance of promoting, facilitating and financing,
as appropriate, the access to, the transfer and the development of
environmentally sound technologies and corresponding know-how, in particular
to developing countries, on favourable terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms, as mutually agreed, taking into account the need to
protect intellectual property rights, including the traditional knowledge of
indigenous people and local communities, as well as the special needs of
developing countries for the implementation of Agenda 21,

1. Reaffirms principle number 1 of the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development (A/CONF.151/26, vol. 1), which states that human beings are at
the centre of concerns for sustainable development and that they are entitled
to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature;

2. Reiterates that the right to development must be fulfilled so as to
meet equitably the developmental and environmental needs of present and future
generations;

3. Recognizes  that environmental damage has potentially negative
effects on human rights and the enjoyment of life, health and a satisfactory
standard of living;

4. Takes note  of the final report of the Special Rapporteur on human
rights and the environment of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, Mrs. Fatma Zohra Ksentini
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/9 and Corr.1);

5. Requests  that the Special Rapporteur’'s final report be published by
the United Nations in all the official languages;

6. Recalls that everyone should enjoy the benefit of scientific
progress and its application and calls for international cooperation to ensure
that human rights and dignity are fully respected in this area of universal
concern;
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7. Also recalls chapter 33 of Agenda 21 (A/CONF.151/26, vol. Il) on
the provision of new and additional financial resources to developing
countries to achieve sustainable development;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Human
Rights, at its fifty-second session, a report containing the opinions of
Governments, specialized agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations on the issues raised in the report of the Special Rapporteur of
the Subcommission;

9. Decides  to continue its consideration of this question at its
fifty-second session under the agenda item entitled "Question of the
realization in all countries of the economic, social and cultural rights
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special
problems which developing countries face in their efforts to achieve these
human rights, including: problems related to the right to enjoy an adequate
standard of living; foreign debt, economic adjustment policies and their
effect on the full enjoyment of human rights and, in particular, on the
implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development.”

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIl.]

1995/15. Question of the realization in_all countries of the
economic, social and cultural rights contained in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problems which
the developing countries face in their efforts to
achieve these human rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that the peoples of the United Nations have reaffirmed in the
Charter of the United Nations their faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and
women, and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of
living in larger freedom,

Mindful  that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that all
persons are entitled to the realization of their economic, social and cultural
rights, which are indispensable to their dignity and the free development of
their personality,

Recalling the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
reaffirming that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are universal,
indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and that the promotion and
protection of one category of rights should never exempt or excuse States from
the promotion and protection of other rights,
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Convinced that equal attention and urgent consideration should be given
to the implementation, promotion and protection of civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23)
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, which has underlined the need
for a concerted effort to ensure recognition of economic, social and cultural
rights at the national, regional and international levels,

Recognizing  that, in accordance with the provisions of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Member States, individually
and through international cooperation, should intensify their efforts to
secure an adequate standard of living for all people, giving priority to those
living in extreme poverty,

Recalling the essential importance of national efforts and international
solidarity and cooperation based on free consent to the realization of the
right of all persons to an adequate standard of living for themselves and
their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to a
continuous improvement in living conditions,

Conscious  of the need to secure full respect for the rights contained in
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, including
the rights of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged,

Welcoming the decision taken by the General Assembly, in its
resolution 47/92 of 16 December 1992, to convene a World Summit for Social
Development, to take place in Copenhagen in March 1995, which will have among
its objectives to put the needs of people at the centre of development and of
international cooperation and to identify common problems of socially
marginalized and disadvantaged groups and promote their integration into
society,

Emphasizing  the importance of the Limburg Principles on the
implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (E/CN.4/1987/17),

Recognizing  that popular participation in its various forms is an
important factor in development and in the full realization of all human
rights,

Reaffirming the importance of increasing public awareness of the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the role that
non-governmental organizations can play in that regard,

Recalling that the World Conference on Human Rights encouraged the
Commission on Human Rights, in cooperation with the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, to continue the examination of optional protocols
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Welcoming the efforts made with a view to an intensive study of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
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recognizing the urgent need for an effective multidisciplinary approach to
the promotion and protection of the rights contained in the Covenant,

Recalling its resolution 1994/20 of 1 March 1994,

1. Affirms that the full respect for the rights contained in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is inextricably
linked with the process of development, the central purpose of which is the
realization of the potentialities of the human person in harmony with the
effective participation of all members of society in relevant decision-making
processes as agents and beneficiaries of development, as well as fair
distribution of the benefits of development;

2. Welcomes the important work of the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights in its continuing efforts to give impetus to the
implementation process and to develop greater in-depth understanding of the
relevant issues within the framework of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by holding general discussions on
specific rights or articles and by adopting general comments;

3. Takes note with interest of the two general discussions held by the
Committee in 1994 on the role of social safety nets as a means of protecting
economic, social and cultural rights and on human rights education and public
information activities, and welcomes the decision of the Committee to hold at
its next session a general discussion on the interpretation of the obligations
incumbent upon States parties to the Covenant;

4. Encourages  States parties to continue to give their full support
and cooperation to the Committee and to use their reporting obligation as a
process to assist the realization of economic, social and cultural rights,
ensuring popular participation in the national consideration of their periodic
reports, as well as the widest possible distribution of those reports at the
national level;

5. Urges all States parties to submit their reports in a regular and
timely manner, as recommended in the Vienna Statement of the International
Human Rights Treaty bodies, adopted during the World Conference on Human
Rights (A/CONF.157/TBB/4 and Add.1);

6. Takes note  of the steps taken by the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights for the drafting of an optional protocol to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights granting the
right of individuals or groups to submit communications concerning
non-compliance with the Covenant, and invites the Committee to report thereon
to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second session;

7. Recognizes  the importance of using appropriate indicators as a
means of measuring or assessing progress in the realization of human rights,
as referred to in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/JCONF.157/23);
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8. Notes  the conclusions and recommendations of the seminar on
appropriate indicators to measure achievements in the progressive realization
of economic, social and cultural rights, held at Geneva in January 1993;

9. Recommends that, as a follow-up to the seminar on indicators, the
Centre for Human Rights convene expert seminars for chairpersons of the human
rights treaty monitoring bodies and representatives of specialized agencies
and non-governmental organizations, as well as representatives of States,
focused on specific economic, social and cultural rights, with a view to
clarifying the particular content of these rights;

10.  Invites Member States, when including measures to ensure the
promotion and protection of human rights in national legislation, policies and
development programmes, to consider the desirability of drawing up a national
action plan identifying steps to improve the situation of human rights, as
well as to seek the participation of communities affected by the
non-realization of these rights;

11.  Invites States parties to the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, in the light of its article 2 and of
General Comment number 3 (1990) adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (E/1991/23, annex IIl), to identify specific national
benchmarks designed to give effect to the minimum core obligation to ensure
the satisfaction of the minimum essential levels of each of the rights;

12.  Reaffirms the importance of ensuring the study of specific
economic, social and cultural rights, and in this framework recognizes the
interest of the second progress report on the right to adequate housing,
submitted by Mr. Rajindar Sachar, Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, to the
Subcommission at its forty-sixth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/20);

13.  Welcomes the preparatory document on the relation between the
enjoyment of human rights, in particular economic, social and cultural rights,
and income distribution, prepared by Mr. Asbjgrn Eide (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/21),
and encourages the Subcommission to continue to give attention to this issue;

14. Takes note with deep appreciation of the reports on the realization
of economic, social and cultural rights submitted by the Special Rapporteur of
the Subcommission, Mr. Danilo Turk, and reaffirms its requests to the
Secretary-General to ensure the publication of the study of the Special
Rapporteur in a single document;

15. Welcomes the suggestion made by the Special Rapporteur that
cooperation between the financial institutions and the human rights organs of
the United Nations be strengthened, in particular by encouraging the
participation of the representatives of those institutions in the meetings of
the human rights organs;

16. Also welcomes  the dialogue which has been established between human
rights bodies, in particular the Centre for Human Rights as coordinating focal
point, and other bodies of the United Nations system, including the
international financial institutions, and encourages these bodies to increase
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their participation in the meetings of human rights bodies, including the
treaty monitoring bodies, as well as to assess the impact of their policies
and programmes on the enjoyment of human rights;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the international
financial institutions to continue considering the possibility of organizing
an expert seminar on the role of these institutions in the realization of
economic, social and cultural rights;

18. Also requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to
promote coordination of the human rights activities of the United Nations and
those of development agencies with a view to drawing upon their relevant
expertise and support;

19. Encourages the High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to
take into full consideration economic, social and cultural rights in carrying
out his mandate;

20. Encourages  country rapporteurs to consider including, when
appropriate, a specific reference to the enjoyment of economic, social and
cultural rights in their reports;

21. Encourages the Centre for Human Rights to make available, through
its programme of advisory services and technical assistance, expert assistance
to States for the purpose of formulating policies on economic, social and
cultural rights, and developing the implementation of coherent and
comprehensive plans of action for the promotion and protection of human
rights, as well as developing adequate means for evaluating and monitoring
their realization;

22. Requests the World Summit for Social Development to acknowledge the
human rights dimensions of social development, to use the rights recognized by
the human rights conventions as a basis for relevant sections of the programme
of action to be adopted by the Summit and to acknowledge the central role of
the relevant treaty bodies in monitoring commitments that may appear in the
programme of action;

23. Decides to consider issues raised in the present resolution at its
fifty-second session under the appropriate agenda item.

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIl.]

1995/16. Human rights and extreme poverty

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that, in the Charter of the United Nations, the peoples of the
United Nations have reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and in
the dignity and worth of the human person,
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Mindful  that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that
everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and
well-being of himself and of his family,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights recognize that the
ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can be achieved
only if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social
and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights,

Reaffirming that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are universal,
indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and that the promotion and
protection of one category of rights should never exempt or excuse States from
the promotion and protection of other rights,

Recalling that the elimination of widespread poverty, including its most
persistent forms, and the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural
rights and civil and political rights remain interrelated goals,

Deeply concerned by the fact that extreme poverty continues to spread
throughout the countries of the world, regardless of their economic, social or
cultural situation, and gravely affects the most vulnerable and disadvantaged
individuals, families and groups, who are thus hindered in the exercise of
their human rights and their fundamental freedoms,

Recognizing , moreover, that respect for and promotion of all human rights
are essential if all individuals are to participate freely and responsibly in
the development of the society in which they live,

Welcoming the relevant paragraphs of the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,
emphasizing that the existence of extreme poverty inhibits the full and
effective enjoyment of human rights and that its immediate alleviation and
eventual elimination must be accorded high priority by the international
community, and reaffirming that extreme poverty and social exclusion
constitute a violation of human dignity and that urgent steps are necessary to
achieve a better understanding of extreme poverty and its causes, including
those related to the problems of development, in order to promote the human
rights of the poorest, to put an end to extreme poverty and social exclusion
and to promote the enjoyment of social progress,

Recalling its resolution 1990/15 of 23 February 1990, in which it
requested the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities to carry out a specific study of extreme poverty and social
exclusion, its resolution 1991/14 of 22 February 1991, in which it recommended
that the Subcommission should give attention more particularly to the
conditions in which the poorest themselves can convey their experience and
their thinking and so contribute to a better understanding of the harsh
reality of their lives and its causes, and of its meaning for the
international community, its resolution 1992/11 of 21 February 1992, its
resolution 1993/13 of 26 February 1993 approving the appointment of
Mr. Leandro Despouy as Special Rapporteur on the question of human rights and
extreme poverty, and its resolution 1994/12 of 25 February 1994, in which it
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approved the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur relating to the
organization of a seminar on extreme poverty and the denial of human rights,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 49/179 of 23 December 1994
entitted "Human rights and extreme poverty”, in which the Assembly reaffirmed
that extreme poverty and social exclusion constituted a violation of human
dignity and that it was essential for States to foster participation by the
poorest, and expressed its satisfaction at the aspects of extreme poverty to
which the Commission had invited the Special Rapporteur to give special
attention in preparing his reports,

Recalling decisions 1991/6 entitled "Reaching the poorest" and
1993/8 entitled "UNICEF programmes for the urban poor”, adopted by the
Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund,

Noting the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
acknowledges that there are in all countries of the world children living in
especially difficult conditions and that special attention should be granted
to those children,

Noting also General Assembly resolution 48/183 of 21 December 1993, in
which the Assembly proclaimed the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty, which will be celebrated in 1996,

Emphasizing  furthermore the importance of the reflections developed in
the context of the World Summit for Social Development, which will take place
in Copenhagen in March 1995, on the issue of the eradication of extreme
poverty,

Mindful  of the report of the Secretary-General on human rights and
extreme poverty (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/38 and Add.1 and 2), submitted to the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at
its forty-third session, and his note on the subject (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/50)
submitted to the Subcommission at its forty-fourth session,

Bearing in mind in this context the action already taken in the relevant
forums to ensure the realization of economic, social and cultural rights,

1. Reaffirms that extreme poverty and exclusion from society
constitute a violation of human dignity and that urgent national and
international action is therefore required to eliminate them;

2. Also_reaffirms that, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on
Human Rights, it is essential for States to foster participation by the
poorest people in the decision-making process in their communities, the
promotion of human rights and efforts to combat extreme poverty;

3. Acknowledges that this question will be considered in the future in
the light of the declaration and programme of action to be adopted by the
World Summit for Social Development;
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4. Draws the attention of the General Assembly, specialized agencies,
United Nations bodies and intergovernmental organizations to the contradiction
between the existence of situations of extreme poverty and exclusion from
society, which must be overcome, and the duty to guarantee full enjoyment of
human rights;

5. Encourages  the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to
pay more attention in its work to the question of extreme poverty and
exclusion from society;

6. Welcomes the fact that the Committee on the Rights of the Child, in
its discussions and work, gives attention to the situation of children living
in extreme poverty with a view to promoting the enjoyment by all children of
all rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
encourages the Committee to continue in this way;

7. Recalls that, to ensure the protection of the rights of all
individuals, non-discrimination as regards the poorest and the full exercise
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, a better understanding is needed
of what people living in extreme poverty, including the very large number of
women and children in this situation, endure and thought must be given to the
subject, drawing on the experiences and ideas of the poorest themselves and of
those committed to working alongside them;

8. Endorses  resolution 1994/41 of 26 August 1994 of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities in which the
Subcommission took note with appreciation of the interim report of the Special
Rapporteur on human rights and extreme poverty (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/19);

9. Takes note  of the proposal of the Subcommission contained in its
draft decision 11 (E/CN.4/1995/2-E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/56, chap. I.B), and
recommends that it be considered subsequently in the light of the conclusions
of the current study on human rights and extreme poverty;

10. Welcomes the holding of the innovative seminar on extreme poverty
and the denial of human rights from 12 to 14 October 1994 at United Nations
Headquarters, which enabled persons and families living in extreme poverty
from poverty-stricken areas all over the world to participate in a common
reflection with experts and representatives of international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and takes note with
appreciation of the report of the seminar (E/CN.4/1995/101) which it
recommends to the attention of the Special Rapporteur and which it requests
the Secretariat to transmit to the secretariat of the World Summit for Social
Development;

11. Takes note of the conclusions and recommendations of the seminar on
extreme poverty and the denial of human rights (E/CN.4/1995/101, chap. IV);

12.  Invites the Special Rapporteur to continue to give special
attention to the following aspects in preparing his reports:

(&) The effects of extreme poverty on the enjoyment and exercise of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms of those affected by it;
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(b)  Efforts by the poorest themselves to exercise their rights and
participate fully in the development of the society in which they live;

(c) Conditions in which the poorest can convey their experiences and
ideas and become partners in the enjoyment of human rights;

(d) Means of promoting a better understanding of the experiences and
ideas of the poorest and those committed to working alongside them;

13.  Also invites the Special Rapporteur to give attention to the
declaration and programme of action to be adopted by the World Summit for
Social Development;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance for the fulfilment of his mandate, particularly
his consultations with United Nations bodies, Governments, specialized
agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, including, as
appropriate, assistance from those with experience of the subject;

15. Welcomes the events organized by the United Nations to celebrate
the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on 17 October, which, in
accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1993/13 and 1994/12,
focused on the poorest and gave due attention to events organized worldwide
since 17 October 1987 on the theme "Rejection of extreme poverty" which have
underlined the relationship between extreme poverty and the full enjoyment of
human rights;

16.  Invites States, United Nations bodies and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to continue to give due attention, in
celebrating the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, to the
various forms of poverty;

17. Decides to examine this question at its fifty-second session under
agenda item 7.

41st meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIl.]

1995/17. The right to development

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenants on Human Rights,

Reaffirming the commitment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of the
United Nations to take joint and separate action in cooperation with the
United Nations for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55 of
the Charter,
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Reaffirming also the principles contained in the Declaration on the Right
to Development adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/128 of
4 December 1986,

Underlining that the right to development as a universal and inalienable
right and an integral part of fundamental human rights was reaffirmed by the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) and that the human
person is the central subject of development,

Reiterating that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
interdependent and interrelated and that the international community must
treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner and on the same
footing, and the universality, objectivity, impartiality and non-selectivity
of the consideration of human rights issues must be ensured,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 49/183 of 23 December 1994 and its
own resolutions 1994/11 of 25 February 1994 and 1994/21 of 1 March 1994,

Reaffirming the need for a relevant evaluation mechanism so as to ensure
the promotion, encouragement and reinforcement of the principles contained in
the Declaration on the Right to Development, and the need to provide the
Centre for Human Rights with a focal unit with the specific task of following
up the implementation of the Declaration,

Taking note with interest of the meeting of the Chairman of the Working
Group on the Right to Development with members of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights at the ninth session of that Committee and the
participation of the Chairman of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the Vice-Chairman of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child in the meetings of the Working Group at its second and third sessions,
respectively,

Noting that the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights addressed a
letter, dated 14 April 1994, to the Executive Secretaries of the regional
commissions and the heads of the international financial institutions
enjoining them to participate actively in the sessions of the Working Group
and to contribute substantially to its work,

Welcoming the active process of inter-agency consultations with a view to
finalizing the draft declaration and the draft programme of action to be
adopted at the World Summit for Social Development, the holding of the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 1) and the commitment
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to undertake high-level
consultations with heads of State or Government, heads of the multilateral
financial institutions, specialized agencies and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations on the implementation of adequate measures in
order to find a durable solution to the debt crisis of developing countries,

Having considered the reports of the Working Group on the Right to
Development on its second and third sessions (E/CN.4/1995/11 and
E/CN.4/1995/27),
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the Working Group on
the Right to Development on its second and third sessions, and welcomes its
recommendations;

2. Welcomes the efforts made by the Working Group, which are
increasingly oriented towards the establishment of a permanent evaluation
mechanism in the future to follow up the implementation of the Declaration on
the Right to Development in accordance with the pertinent resolutions of the
Commission and the General Assembly;

3. Urges the Secretary-General to take further necessary measures in
order to achieve wide and effective dissemination of the provisions of the
Declaration on the Right to Development and the work of the Working Group on
the Right to Development;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to take steps to implement the
recommendations made by the Working Group in its second and third sessions,
particularly by providing the Centre for Human Rights with a focal unit with
the specific task of following up on the Declaration on the Right to
Development and its implementation;

5. Urges the Working Group to continue to identify ways and means and
to suggest further concrete measures to promote an international economic
environment which is more responsive to the needs of the developing countries,
particularly the least developed among them, so as to allow the right to
development to be implemented;

6. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council dedicate, as early
as possible, the high-level segment of one of its substantive sessions to
evaluating the implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development
within the United Nations system, including the work of the international
financial institutions and other specialized agencies and taking into account
the work of the Working Group and its report and the conclusions of the World
Summit for Social Development to be held in Copenhagen on this issue;

7. Recommends that the question of the realization of the right to
development be adequately reflected in the work and the final outcome of the
World Summit for Social Development, particularly with regard to creating an
enabling economic and social environment and the means of implementing and
following up on the results of the Summit;

8. Also recommends  that consideration be given to including the
guestion of the right to development on the agenda of other forthcoming
conferences to be convened by the United Nations, including, in particular,
the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) and the Fourth
World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, and
the substantive session of the Commission on Sustainable Development;

9. Decides  that the Working Group will hold two sessions, each for a
two-week period, in April and September 1995 respectively, to formulate its
recommendations for submission to the Commission at its fifty-second session;
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10. Calls  on the Centre for Human Rights to give priority to the right
to development by making it a sub-programme of its programme of activities for
the years 1992-1997 and of its future programme of activities;

11. Requests  the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session
for 1995, under the agenda item "Human rights questions”, to continue to
consider the question of the implementation of the provisions of the
Declaration on the Right to Development;

12. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue
promoting the implementation of the right to development and the Declaration
on the Right to Development, inter alia , by working closely with the Working
Group on the Right to Development and making recommendations for enhancing the
support of relevant bodies of the United Nations system, in fulfilment of his
mandate to promote and protect the realization of the right to development;

13. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Working Group is granted all the necessary assistance, in particular human and
financial resources, to carry out its mandate;

14. Decides that the reports of the Working Group on its work should,
along with other relevant documentation relating to development, be made
available to the General Assembly in the context of the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-second session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;

16. Decides to consider the question of the right to development at its
fifty-second session, under the item entitled "Question of the realization of
the right to development”.

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 36 to 15,
with 1 abstention. See chap. VIII.]

1995/18. Succession of States in respect of
international human rights treaties

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its resolution 1994/16 of 25 February 1994,

Taking note  of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1995/80) on
action taken with respect to the implementation of its resolution 1994/16 and
the comments made thereon,

Bearing in mind relevant decisions and recommendations of the Human
Rights Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial

-79-



Discrimination, as well as of the fifth meeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies, on succession issues in respect of international
obligations in the field of human rights,

Welcoming the recommendation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights to
encourage and facilitate the ratification of and accession or succession to
international human rights treaties and protocols,

Emphasizing once again the special importance of the observance of
universal norms and standards on human rights for the maintenance of stability
and the rule of law in any State, and noting in this connection the paramount
responsibility of each State to promote, protect and secure the full
realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Welcoming the progress made in the confirmation by some successor States
of their obligations under international human rights treaties,

1. Reiterates its call to successor States which have not yet done so
to confirm to appropriate depositaries that they continue to be bound by
obligations under international human rights treaties;

2. Emphasizes  the special nature of the human rights treaties aimed at
the protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

3. Requests  the human rights treaty bodies to consider further the
continuing applicability of the respective international human rights treaties
to successor States, with the aim of assisting them in meeting their
obligations;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to encourage successor States to
confirm their obligations under the international human rights treaties to
which their predecessor States were a party;

5. Requests  the Secretary-General to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session in regard to action taken under this agenda item;

6. Decides  to continue the consideration of this question at its
fifty-second session under the agenda item entitled "Status of the
International Covenants on Human Rights".

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII]

1995/19. Promoting the realization of the right to adequate housing

The Commission on Human Rights

Taking note  of resolution 1994/38 of 26 August 1994 of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

Recalling its resolution 1994/14 of 25 February 1994,
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Recalling also its decision 1993/103 of 4 March 1993,

Welcoming the second progress report of the Special Rapporteur on the
right to adequate housing, Mr. Rajindar Sacher (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/20),

1. Invites the Special Rapporteur to submit his final report to the
Subcommission at its forty-seventh session;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the necessary financial, technical and expert assistance required for
the completion of his final report;

3. Recommends the following draft decision to the Economic and Social
Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap.l, sect. B, draft decision 6]

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIl.]

1995/20. Violence against women migrant workers

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in
the equal rights of men and women,

Reaffirming the principles set forth in the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted by the General Assembly
in its resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979,

Stressing that the promotion of the human rights of women constitutes an
integral part of the human rights activities of the United Nations, as
reaffirmed in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23)
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Welcoming the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, held in Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994, which
called upon all countries to take full measures to eliminate all forms of
exploitation, abuse, harassment and violence against women,

Noting the large numbers of women from developing countries and from some
economies in transition who continue to venture forth to more affluent
countries in search of a living for themselves and their families, as a
consequence of poverty, unemployment and other socio-economic situations in
their home countries, while acknowledging the primary duty of States to work
for conditions that provide employment for their citizens,
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Recognizing  that it is for the sending countries to protect and promote
the interests of their citizens who seek or receive employment in other
countries, to provide them with appropriate training/education and to apprise
them of their rights and obligations in the countries of employment,

Aware of the obligation of receiving or host countries to ensure the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons within their boundaries,
including migrant workers, and in particular women migrant workers, who are
doubly vulnerable because of their gender and their being foreigners,

Noting with concern the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of
violence committed against the persons of women migrant workers by some of
their employers in some host countries,

Stressing that acts of violence directed against women impair or nullify
the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Convinced of the need to eliminate all forms of discrimination against
women and the need to protect them from gender-based violence,

1. Expresses grave concern at the plight of women migrant workers who
become victims of physical, mental and sexual harassment and abuse;

2. Recognizes with appreciation the efforts exerted by some receiving
countries to alleviate the negative situation of women migrant workers;

3. Recalls , in this context, General Assembly resolution 48/104
of 20 December 1993, in which the Assembly proclaimed the Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence against Women;

4. Welcomes measures to strengthen the human rights of women and the
establishment of closer ties between the organs dealing with women’s issues
and rights in the United Nations, through a special programme of activities,
as envisioned in the proposed revision to the medium-term plan for the
period 1992-1997;

5. Invites States concerned, specifically the sending and receiving
States of women migrant workers, to conduct regular consultations for the
purpose of identifying problem areas in promoting and protecting the rights of
women migrant workers and in ensuring health and social services for them,
adopting specific measures to address those problems, setting up, as
necessary, appropriate mechanisms to implement those measures, and, in
general, creating conditions that foster greater harmony and tolerance between
women migrant workers and the rest of the society in which they reside;

6. Calls upon the countries concerned to take appropriate measures to
ensure that law-enforcement officials assist in guaranteeing the full
protection of the rights of women migrant workers, consistent with
international obligations of Member States;

7. Urges both sending and host countries to help ensure that women

migrant workers are protected from unscrupulous recruitment practices and, if
needed, by the adoption of legal measures;
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8. Encourages  Member States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;

9. Invites trade unions to support the realization of the rights of
women migrant workers by assisting them in organizing themselves so as to
enable them better to assert their rights;

10. Calls upon relevant bodies and specialized agencies of the
United Nations system, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations to inform the Secretary-General of the extent of the problem and
to recommend further measures to achieve the purposes of the present
resolution;

11. Requests treaty-monitoring bodies and non-governmental
organizations concerned with violence against women to include, where
appropriate, the situation of women migrant workers in their deliberations and
findings and to supply relevant information to United Nations bodies and
Governments;

12. Calls upon relevant specialized agencies of the United Nations
system, intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental organizations concerned,
in cooperation with both the sending and the host countries, to conduct
seminars and training programmes on human rights instruments, particularly
those pertaining to migrant workers;

13.  Invites all States to adopt, with the support of relevant
non-governmental organizations, appropriate measures to provide support
services to women migrant workers who have become traumatized as a consequence
of violation of their rights by, inter alia , unscrupulous employers and/or
recruiters, to provide resources for their physical and psychological
rehabilitation and to facilitate their return to their countries of origin;

14.  Invites the World Summit for Social Development, the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace and the Ninth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders to consider including in their respective programmes of action the
subject of the traffic in women and girls;

15.  Invites the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on
violence against women to continue to include among the urgent issues
pertaining to her mandate the violence perpetrated against women migrant
workers and to consider including her findings in her report to the Commission
on Human Rights at its fifty-second session;

16. Decides to continue to consider the question at its fifty-second
session under the agenda item entitled "Measures to improve the situation and
ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers".

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xlll.]
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1995/21. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights

of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming once more the permanent validity of the principles and
standards embodied in the principal instruments regarding the international
protection of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Bearing in_mind the principles and standards established within the
framework of the International Labour Organisation and the importance of the
task carried out in connection with migrant workers and their families in
other specialized agencies and in various United Nations bodies,

Reiterating that, in spite of the existence of an already established
body of principles and standards, there is a need to make further efforts to
improve the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant
workers and their families,

Concerned at the situation of migrant workers and members of their
families and at the marked increase in migratory movements that has occurred,
especially in certain parts of the world,

Considering that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23), adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, urges all
States to guarantee the protection of the human rights of all migrant workers
and their families,

Underlining the importance of the creation of conditions to foster
greater harmony and tolerance between migrant workers and the rest of the
society of the State in which they reside,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990, by
which the Assembly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, contained in the annex to the
resolution,

Recalling its resolution 1991/60 of 6 March 1991, in which it encouraged
the Secretary-General to assume an active role in disseminating information on
and promoting the Convention through the World Public Information Campaign for
Human Rights and the programme of advisory services in the field of human
rights and in cooperation with interested United Nations bodies,

Bearing in mind that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
invite all States to consider the possibility of signing and ratifying the
Convention at the earliest possible time,
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Recalling that, in its resolution 1994/17 of 25 February 1994, the
Commission requested the Secretary-General to submit to it at its
fifty-first session a report on the status of the Convention,

1. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families (E/CN.4/1995/73);

2. Welcomes the fact that some Member States have signed, ratified or
acceded to the Convention;

3. Calls upon all Member States to consider the possibility of signing
and ratifying or acceding to the Convention as a matter of priority, and
expresses the hope that this international instrument will enter into force at
an early date;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide all facilities and
assistance necessary for the active promotion of the Convention, through the
World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights and the programme of
advisory services in the field of human rights;

5. Invites organizations and agencies of the United Nations system, as
well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, to intensify
their efforts with a view to disseminating information on and promoting
understanding of the Convention;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-second session a report on the status of the Convention and on the
efforts made by the Secretariat to promote the Convention and the protection
of the rights of migrant workers;

7. Decides  to include in the provisional agenda of the fifty-second
session of the Commission the item entitled "Measures to improve the situation
and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers".

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xlll.]

1995/22. Status of the International Covenants on Human Rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolution 48/119 of 20 December 1993 and its
own resolution 1994/15 of 25 February 1994,

Mindful  that the International Covenants on Human Rights constitute
all-embracing and legally binding international treaties in the field of human
rights and, together with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, form the
heart of the International Bill of Human Rights,
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Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the status of
the International Covenants on Human Rights (E/CN.4/1995/79),

Noting that many States Members of the United Nations have yet to become
parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind the successful conclusion of the World Conference on
Human Rights, held in Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, and the adoption of the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23), and taking into
account in particular the call for strengthening and further implementation of
the human rights instruments,

1. Reaffirms the importance of the International Covenants on Human
Rights as major parts of international efforts to promote universal respect
for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

2. Appeals strongly to all States that have not yet become parties to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to do so, as well as to
accede to the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and to make the declaration provided for in its article 41,

3. Invites the Secretary-General to intensify systematic efforts to
encourage States to become parties to the Covenants and, through the programme
of advisory services in the field of human rights, to provide such services as
may be sought by States that are not parties to the Covenants, with a view to
assisting them to ratify or accede to them and to the Optional Protocols to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

4. Emphasizes  the importance of the strictest compliance by States
parties with their obligations under the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and, where applicable, the Optional Protocols to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

5. Encourages  States, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action, to consider limiting the extent of any reservations they
lodge to the International Covenants on Human Rights, to formulate such
reservations as precisely and narrowly as possible and to ensure that no
reservation is incompatible with the object and purpose of the relevant treaty
or otherwise contrary to international law;

6. Also _encourages States parties to review periodically any
reservations made in respect of the provisions of the International Covenants
on Human Rights with a view to withdrawing them;

7. Stresses to States parties the importance of avoiding the erosion
of human rights by derogation, and underlines the necessity for strict
observance of the agreed conditions and procedure for derogation under
article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
need for States parties to provide full and timely information also during
states of emergency, so that the justification and appropriateness of measures
taken in these circumstances can be assessed,;

-86-



8. Expresses its satisfaction with the serious and constructive manner
in which the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights are undertaking their functions, and welcomes further efforts
of the Committees to improve their methods of work, as well as to pay due
attention to equal enjoyment of human rights by women and men;

9. Welcomes the continuing efforts of the Human Rights Committee and
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to strive for uniform
standards in the implementation of the provisions of the International
Covenants on Human Rights, and appeals to other bodies dealing with similar
guestions of human rights to accept these uniform standards as expressed in
the general comments of the two Committees;

10. Takes note  of the measures taken by the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights towards the elaboration of a draft optional
protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights
as recommended by the World Conference on Human Rights, and requests the
Committee to submit a report on the matter to the Commission on Human Rights
at its fifty-second session;

11. Urges States parties to fulfil in good time their reporting
obligations under the International Covenants on Human Rights and in their
reports to make use of gender-disaggregated data;

12.  Also urges States parties to take duly into account, in
implementing the provisions of the Covenants, the observations made at the
conclusion of the consideration of their reports by the Human Rights Committee
and by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

13.  Invites States parties to give particular attention to
dissemination at the national level of the reports they have submitted to the
Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the summary records relating to the examination of those reports by
the Committees and the observations made by the Committees at the conclusion
of the consideration of the
reports;

14. Encourages once again all Governments to publish the texts of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in as
many languages as possible and to disseminate them as widely as possible in
order to make them better known among the general public;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to consider ways and means of
assisting States parties to the Covenants, with their agreement, in the
preparation of their reports, including seminars or workshops at the national
level for the purpose of training government officials engaged in the
preparation of such reports, and the exploration of other possibilities
available under the regular programme of advisory services in the field of
human rights;
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16. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the Human Rights
Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with
additional means to deal effectively and in a timely manner with the
increasing workload;

17. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission
on Human Rights, at its fifty-second session, a report on the status of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights, the
International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
including all reservations and declarations;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-second session the agenda item entitled "Status of the International
Covenants on Human Rights".

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVIl]

1995/23. Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
Based on Religion or Belief

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that all States have pledged themselves to promote and
encourage universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Recognizing  that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the
human person,

Reaffirming that discrimination against human beings on the grounds of
religion or belief constitutes an affront to human dignity and a disavowal of
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981, by
which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief,

Taking note  of General Assembly resolution 49/188 of 23 December 1994, in
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to continue its
consideration of measures to implement the Declaration and requested the
Special Rapporteur on the question of religious intolerance to submit an
interim report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session,

Reaffirming the call of the World Conference on Human Rights for all

Governments to take all appropriate measures in compliance with their
international obligations and with due regard to their respective legal
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systems to counter intolerance and related violence based on religion or
belief, including practices of discrimination against women and the
desecration of religious sites,

Recognizing  that it is desirable to enhance the promotional and public
information activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and that both Governments and non-governmental
organizations have an important role to play in this domain,

Emphasizing  that non-governmental organizations and religious bodies and
groups at every level have an important role to play in the promotion of
tolerance and the protection of freedom of religion or belief,

Emphasizing also the importance of education in ensuring tolerance of
religion and belief, and taking note with interest of the Special Rapporteur’s
guestionnaire on religious education (E/CN.4/1995/91, annex) as a contribution
to an increased understanding of this matter,

Considering that the inclusion of events relating to tolerance and
religious diversity among the activities to be undertaken during the
United Nations Year for Tolerance will contribute to greater tolerance and
understanding in matters of religion and belief,

Alarmed  that serious instances of intolerance and discrimination on the
grounds of religion or belief, including acts of violence, intimidation and
coercion motivated by religious extremism, threaten the enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in many parts of the world,

Deeply concerned that, as reported by the Special Rapporteur, the rights
violated on religious grounds include the right to life, the right to physical
integrity and to liberty and security of person, the right to freedom of
expression, the right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment and the right not to be arbitrarily
arrested or detained,

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief
is a human right derived from the inherent dignity of the human person and
guaranteed to all without discrimination;

2. Expresses its thanks to the Special Rapporteur on the question of
religious intolerance, and takes note of his report (E/CN.4/1995/91);

3. Notes with grave concern the continuing instances of hatred,
intolerance and acts of violence, based upon intolerance in matters of
religion and belief and upon religious extremism, as identified by the Special
Rapporteur, which threaten all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

4. Condemns all such acts, including practices which discriminate
against women, and all acts motivated by religious extremism in all its forms;
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5. Urges States to ensure that their constitutional and legal systems
provide adequate guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
belief to all without discrimination, including through the provision of
effective remedies in cases where there is intolerance or discrimination based
on religion or belief;

6. Also urges States to ensure in particular that no one within their
jurisdiction is, on account of their religion or belief, deprived of the right
to life or the right to liberty and security of person, or subjected to
torture or arbitrary arrest or detention;

7. Further urges all States, therefore, in conformity with
international standards of human rights, to take all necessary measures to
combat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimidation and coercion
motivated by religious extremism, and to encourage understanding, tolerance
and respect in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief;

8. Emphasizes  that, as underlined by the Human Rights Committee,
restrictions on the freedom to manifest religion or belief are permitted only
if limitations are prescribed by law, are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others, and
are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion;

9. Urges States to ensure that, in the course of their official
duties, members of law enforcement bodies, civil servants, educators and other
public officials respect different religions and beliefs and do not
discriminate against persons professing other religions or beliefs;

10. Calls upon all States to recognize, as provided in the Declaration
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief, the right of all persons to worship or assemble in
connection with a religion or belief and to establish and maintain places for
these purposes;

11. Expresses its grave concern at attacks upon religious places, sites
and shrines, and calls upon all States, in accordance with their national
legislation and in conformity with international human rights standards, to
exert their utmost efforts to ensure that such places, sites and shrines are
fully respected and protected,;

12. Recognizes  that the exercise of tolerance and non-discrimination by
persons and groups is necessary for the full realization of the aims of the
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief;

13. Reiterates its invitation to the Secretary-General to continue to
give high priority to the dissemination of the text of the Declaration in all
the official languages of the United Nations and to take all appropriate
measures to make the text available for use by United Nations information
centres, as well as by other interested bodies;
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14. Recommends that the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion be given appropriate priority in
the work of the United Nations programme of advisory services and technical
assistance in the field of human rights;

15. Encourages  Governments, when seeking the assistance of the
United Nations programme of advisory services and technical assistance in the
field of human rights, to consider, where appropriate, including requests for
assistance in the field of promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion;

16. Welcomes and encourages the efforts of non-governmental
organizations to promote the implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief, and invites them to consider what further contribution
they could make to its implementation and dissemination in all parts of the
world,;

17. Decides to extend for three years the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur appointed to examine incidents and governmental action in all parts
of the world which are inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration and
to recommend remedial measures, as appropriate;

18.  Invites the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his mandate, to
continue to bear in mind the need to be able to respond effectively to
credible and reliable information that comes before him, to seek the views and
comments of the Government concerned on any information which he intends to
include in his report, and to continue to carry out his work with discretion
and independence;

19. Calls upon Governments to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur,
inter alia by responding expeditiously to requests for such views and
comments;

20. Welcomes the invitations extended by a number of Governments to the
Special Rapporteur to visit their countries;

21. Encourages  other Governments to give serious consideration to
extending similar invitations to enable the Special Rapporteur to fulfil his
mandate even more effectively;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to enable him to carry out his mandate, to submit an
interim report to the General Assembly at its fiftieth session and to report
to the Commission at its fifty-second session;
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23. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-second session under the agenda item entitled "Implementation of
the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief".

42nd meeting

24 February 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXIl.]

1995/24. Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic ,
religious and linguistic minorities

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/135 of 18 December 1992, by
which the Assembly adopted without a vote the Declaration on the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities,

Taking note  of General Assembly resolution 49/192 of 23 December 1994 in
which the Assembly called upon the Commission on Human Rights to examine, as a
matter of priority, ways and means to promote and protect effectively the
rights of persons belonging to such minorities, as set out in the Declaration,

Aware of the provisions of article 27 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights concerning the rights of persons belonging to
ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities,

Conscious  of the need to promote and protect effectively the rights of
persons belonging to minorities, as set out in the Declaration,

Recalling its resolution 1994/22 of 1 March 1994 on the rights of persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Noting  resolution 1994/4 of 19 August 1994 of the Subcommission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in which the
Subcommission recommended the establishment of a working group of the
Subcommission on minorities,

Noting with appreciation the working paper prepared by the Special
Rapporteur of the Subcommission, Mr. Asbjgrn Eide (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/36 and
Corr.1) containing suggestions for a comprehensive programme for the
prevention of discrimination and protection of minorities,

Taking note  of the reports of the Secretary-General to the
General Assembly (A/49/415 and Add.1-2) and the Commission (E/CN.4/1995/84),

Affirming that effective measures and the creation of favourable
conditions for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, ensuring effective
non-discrimination and equality for all, contribute to the prevention and
peaceful solution of human rights problems and situations involving
minorities,
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Considering that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
contribute to political and social stability and peace and enrich the cultural
heritage of society as a whole,

Taking note  of positive initiatives by many countries to protect
minorities and promote mutual understanding,

Concerned about the growing frequency and severity of disputes and
conflicts concerning national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
in many countries, and their often tragic consequences,

Taking note  of the work of the High Commissioner for National Minorities
of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Reaffirming the obligation of States, as stated in the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23), to ensure that persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities may exercise fully and
effectively all their human rights and fundamental freedoms without any
discrimination and in full equality before the law, in accordance with the
Declaration,

1. Urges States and the international community to promote and protect
the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities, as set out in the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities,
including through the facilitation of their full participation in all aspects
of the political, economic, social, religious and cultural life of society and
in the economic progress and development of their country;

2. Urges States to take, as appropriate, all the necessary
constitutional, legislative, administrative and other measures to promote and
give effect to the Declaration;

3. Appeals  to States which so wish to consider making bilateral and
multilateral arrangements or agreements in order to protect the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
in their countries, in accordance with the Declaration;

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to make available, at the request
of Governments concerned, as part of the programme of advisory services and
technical assistance of the Centre for Human Rights, qualified expertise on
minority issues including the prevention and resolution of disputes to assist
in existing or potential situations involving minorities;

5. Calls upon the High Commissioner for Human Rights to promote,
within his mandate, the implementation of the Declaration and to continue to
engage in a dialogue with Governments for that purpose;

6. Urges the relevant treaty bodies and special representatives,
special rapporteurs and working groups of the Commission on Human Rights to
continue to give due regard, within their respective mandates, to the
Declaration;
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7. Invites States, interested intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, special representatives, special rapporteurs and working groups
of the Commission on Human Rights to continue to submit, as appropriate,
contributions as to how they promote and give effect to the Declaration;

8. Calls _upon the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities to examine, as a matter of priority, ways and means
to promote and protect effectively the rights of persons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, as set out in the Declaration;

9. Decides  to authorize the Subcommission to establish, initially for
a three-year period, an inter-sessional working group consisting of five of
its members, to meet each year for five working days in order to promote the
rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities, as set out in the Declaration, and in particular to:

(&) Review the promotion and practical realization of the Declaration
on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities;

(b) Examine possible solutions to problems involving minorities,
including the promotion of mutual understanding between and among minorities
and Governments;

(c) Recommend further measures, as appropriate, for the promotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities;

10. Requests  the Subcommission to make available to the Commission on
Human Rights the annual report of the working group;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the working group, within
existing resources of the United Nations, with all the necessary services and
facilities to fulfil its mandate;

12. Calls upon States, intergovernmental organizations, United Nations
bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations to participate
actively in the work of the working group;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Human
Rights at its fifty-second session a report on the implementation of the
present resolution;

14. Decides to continue consideration of this issue at its fifty-second
session under the same agenda item;
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15. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Social Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution I]

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XX

1995/25. Traffic in women and girls

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming its faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women, enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming also the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women,

Recalling that in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23), the World Conference on Human Rights affirmed the human
rights of women and the girl child as an inalienable, integral and indivisible
part of universal human rights,

Convinced of the need to eliminate all forms of sexual violence and
sexual trafficking, which are violations of the human rights of women and girl
children,

Condemning the illicit and clandestine movement across national and
international borders of persons, largely from developing countries and some
countries with economies in transition, with the ultimate goal of forcing
women and girl children into sexually or economically oppressive and
exploitative situations, for the profit of recruiters, traffickers and crime
syndicates, as well as other illegal activities related to trafficking, such
as forced domestic labour, false marriages, clandestine employment and
fraudulent adoption,

Noting the increasing number of women and girl children from developing
countries and from some countries with economies in transition who are being
victimized by traffickers, and acknowledging that the problem of trafficking
also victimizes young boys,

Recalling its resolution 1994/45 of 4 March 1994, in which it called for
the elimination of trafficking in women,
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Aware of the decision of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice, in its resolution 3/2, to consider the international traffic in
minors at its fourth session in the context of its discussion on the question
of organized transnational crime,

Realizing the urgent need for the adoption of effective measures
nationally, regionally and internationally to protect women and girl children
from this nefarious traffic,

1. Expresses its grave concern at the worsening problem of
trafficking, particularly the increasing syndication of the sex trade and the
internationalization of the traffic in women and girl children;

2. Welcomes the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development (A/CONF.171/13, chap. |, resolution 1, annex), held
in Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994, which, inter alia , called upon all

Governments of both receiving countries and countries of origin to adopt
effective sanctions against those who organize undocumented migration, exploit
undocumented migrants or engage in trafficking in undocumented migrants,
especially those who engage in any form of international traffic in women and
children;

3. Encourages  Governments, relevant bodies and specialized agencies of
the United Nations system, intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations to gather and share information relating to all
aspects of trafficking in women and girl children, in order to facilitate the
development of anti-trafficking measures;

4. Urges Governments to take appropriate measures to address the
problem of trafficking in women and girl children and to ensure that the
victims are provided with the necessary assistance, support, legal advice,
protection, treatment and rehabilitation, and urges Governments to cooperate
in this matter;

5. Calls upon all Governments to take appropriate measures to prevent
the misuse and exploitation by traffickers of economic activities, such as the
development of tourism and the export of labour;

6. Encourages  Member States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and
of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, the Slavery Convention and
all other relevant international instruments;

7. Invites the Governments concerned, relevant intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations to adopt appropriate
measures to create a better public awareness of the problem;

8. Draws the attention of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on
Human Rights on violence against women and the Working Group on Contemporary
Forms of Slavery of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities to the problem of trafficking in women and girl
children;
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9. Invites the World Summit for Social Development, the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace and the Ninth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders to consider including in their respective programmes of action the
subject of the traffic in women and girl children;

10. Recommends that the problem of trafficking in women and qgirl
children be given consideration in the context of the implementation of all
relevant international legal instruments and, if need be, that consideration
be given to measures to strengthen them, without undermining their legal
authority and integrity;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Commission at its
fifty-second session with his preliminary report to be submitted to the
General Assembly at its fiftieth session, pursuant to Assembly
resolution 49/166 relating to traffic in women and girls;

12. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-second session under the agenda item entitled "Report of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on
its forty-seventh session".

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/26. Work of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming its resolution 1994/23 of 4 March 1994,

Taking note  of the report of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on its forty-sixth session
(E/CN.4/1995/2-E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/56),

Expressing its appreciation of the positive contribution made by the
Subcommission to the promotion and protection of human rights,

Recalling the terms of reference of the Subcommission as defined by the
Commission and its particular responsibilities established, inter alia , in
Commission resolutions 8 (XXIII) of 16 March 1967 and 17 (XXXVII) of
10 March 1981, Economic and Social Council resolutions 1235 (XLII) of
6 June 1967 and 1503 (XLVIII) of 27 May 1970, and the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/66 of 4 March 1992, in which it
provided certain guidelines for the work of the Subcommission, and Economic
and Social Council resolution 1991/32 of 31 May 1991 on strengthening the
independence of the experts members of the Subcommission,
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Taking note  of the report of the working group on the methods of work
of the Subcommission (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/3) and of Subcommission
decision 1994/117 of 26 August 1994,

Taking note also of the report of the Chairman of the Subcommission at
its forty-sixth session (E/CN.4/1995/83),

Noting with appreciation the spirit of cooperation between the Commission
and the Subcommission and their continuing dialogue as reflected in the mutual
exchange of information by their respective chairpersons, in accordance with
paragraphs 17 and 18 of Commission resolution 1990/64 of 7 March 1990,

Convinced that it is essential that the impartiality and the objectivity
of the Subcommission and the independent status of its members and their
alternates should continue to be its guiding principles,

Convinced also that the credibility and effectiveness of the
Subcommission as an expert human rights body are dependent on Governments
nominating and the Commission electing as members and alternates of the
Subcommission only individuals who possess genuine expertise in the field of
human rights and who are able to act independently of their Governments,

Stressing the valuable role that the Subcommission, as a body of
independent experts, can play, inter alia , in addressing new developments in
the field of human rights and also in providing a forum for the contributions
of non-governmental organizations in the field of new developments,

Mindful  of the important contribution in general that non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council can
make to the work of the Subcommission, in conformity with the principles
embodied in Council resolutions 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 and 1919 (LVIII)
of 5 May 1975,

Convinced that it is highly appropriate for the Commission to give
considered attention to the work of the Subcommission and thereby maintain the
effectiveness of both bodies in their respective roles,

Recalling the continuing importance for the Commission to give guidance
to the Subcommission, and for the Subcommission to follow that guidance, in
the light of the mandate already granted to it, in order to ensure the
complementarity of its activities with those of the Commission,

1. Reaffirms that the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities can best assist the Commission on Human Rights
by providing it with recommendations based on the different views and
perspectives of independent experts, which should be appropriately reflected
in the report of the Subcommission, as well as in the expert studies carried
out under its auspices;

2. Calls upon the Subcommission, in the fulfilment of its functions

and duties, to be guided by the relevant resolutions of the Commission and the
Economic and Social Council;
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3. Reaffirms that one of the tasks of the Subcommission is a thorough
examination of information concerning alleged human rights violations, as well
as the presentation of the results of the examination to the Commission;

4. Invites the Subcommission to continue to give due regard to new
developments in the field of human rights;

5. Reiterates its request to the Subcommission to implement fully the
Guidelines annexed to Subcommission resolution 1992/8 of 26 August 1992,
including those concerning the number of studies and the requirement of the
submission of a preparatory document before a study is entrusted to a Special
Rapporteur and to establish priorities relating to its work;

6. Recommends that the Subcommission, when adopting its agenda for its
forty-seventh session, allocate, within its scheduled meetings, sufficient
time for an adequate discussion of its studies and reports;

7. Takes note  of the Subcommission’s decision, contained in
Subcommission decision 1994/117 of 26 August 1994, to consider, at its
forty-seventh session, on an experimental basis, its agenda item entitled
"Questions of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including policies of racial discrimination and segregation and of apartheid,
in all countries, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent
countries and territories: report of the Subcommission under Commission on
Human Rights resolution 8 (XXIII)" as soon as the agenda is approved, and
requests the Subcommission, if necessary, to re-evaluate that decision in the
light of the experience of the participants in the forty-seventh session;

8. Encourages  the Subcommission to continue to consider all such
reforms of its agenda and methods of work that serve the efficiency of its
work, better coordination with other organs and mechanisms in the field of
human rights, and better dissemination of the results of its work;

9. Requests  the Subcommission to ensure that each completed study is
accompanied by a short summary, for the purpose of its widest possible
dissemination;

10. Calls upon States to nominate as members and alternates persons
meeting the criteria of independent experts, who should discharge in that
capacity their functions as members of the Subcommission, and to respect fully
the independence of elected members and alternates;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to give strong support
to the Subcommission and in particular, to ensure that Subcommission documents
are available in all languages in good time before the session;

12. Invites the Chairman of the Commission to inform the Subcommission
on the debate under this item;

13. Decides  to invite the Chairman of the Subcommission at its
forty-sixth session to come for consultations with the members of the Bureau
of the Commission at an appropriate time during the meeting of the Bureau of
the Commission at the conclusion of its fifty-first session, and to invite the
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Chairman of the Subcommission at its forty-seventh session to report to the
Commission at its fifty-second session on significant aspects of the work of
the Subcommission.

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/27. Contemporary forms of slavery

The Commission on Human Rights

Gravely concerned at modern manifestations of slavery, the slave trade
and slavery-like practices,

Recalling the provisions of the Slavery Convention of 1926, the
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for
the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others of 1949, as well as article 4 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and article 8 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which state that no one shall be held in slavery
or servitude,

Recalling its resolution 1982/20 of 10 March 1982 on the question of
slavery and the slave trade in all their practices and manifestations and its
resolutions on the reports of the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, including the most recent, resolution 1994/25 of 4 March 1994,

Taking note  of the report of the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery on its nineteenth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/33 and Corr.1), submitted
to the Subcommission at its forty-sixth session,

Recalling its encouragement of the Subcommission, including its Working
Group, to continue to elaborate recommendations on the ways and means of
establishing an effective mechanism for the implementation of the conventions
on slavery on the basis of the study prepared by the Secretary-General on this
issue (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/37),

Having considered Subcommission resolution 1994/7 of 19 August 1994
containing recommendations on establishing such a mechanism,

Considering the recommendation of the Subcommission to appoint
Ms. H.E. Warzazi Special Rapporteur on the exploitation of child labour and
debt bondage,

Recalling Guideline 2 of the Guidelines adopted by the Subcommission at
its forty-fourth session, (Subcommission resolution 1992/8, annex) concerning
its methods of work, which provides that no new study may be undertaken unless
a preparatory document has been submitted,
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Taking note  of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of
implementation of the Programme of Action on the Elimination of the
Exploitation of Child Labour and Debt Bondage (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/34),

Taking note also of the recommendation of the Subcommission that the
Commission take into consideration at its present session and eventually adopt
the draft programme of action for the prevention of traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others,

Considering that thus far 12 Governments and a few United Nations bodies
and specialized and related agencies, other intergovernmental organizations
and non-governmental organizations have submitted comments on the draft
programme of action and that some of the comments received purport to amend or
add to the text of the draft programme of action,

Convinced that the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary
Forms of Slavery, which was established by the General Assembly in its
resolution 46/122 of 17 December 1991, will play an important role in the
protection of the human rights of victims of contemporary forms of slavery,

Doubting  the sufficiency of the recommendation of the Subcommission,
aimed at making the Fund more effective, to reprioritize the potential
beneficiaries of the Fund by reversing the order of subparagraphs 1 (e) (i)
and 1 (e) (i) of General Assembly resolution 46/122 of 17 December 1991,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group on Contemporary
Forms of Slavery of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities for its valuable work, in particular the progress
made at its nineteenth session in implementing its programme of work, and for
its flexible methods of work;

2. Expresses its grave concern at manifestations of contemporary forms
of slavery as reported to the Working Group;

3. Endorses  the Subcommission’s recommendations regarding the review
of the implementation of the conventions on slavery with the proviso that the
proposed three-year term of office of the members of the Working Group should
not extend beyond their four-year term of membership of the Subcommission;

4. Requests  the Subcommission to give further consideration to its
proposed appointment of Ms. H.E. Warzazi as Special Rapporteur on the
exploitation of child labour and debt bondage and to make the appointment
subject to the submission of a preparatory document, and also requests the
Subcommission, when it assesses the document, to determine the need for a
Special Rapporteur and, if it considers the appointment of a Special
Rapporteur is called for, to identify a specific set of activities, which
should take account of the need to avoid duplication with other activities
within the United Nations system, including activities of the International
Labour Organisation and of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children;

5. Invites the Subcommission to continue considering the strengthening
of its involvement in the activities of the Working Group;
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6. Requests  the Secretary-General to invite those eligible States that
have not ratified or acceded to the conventions on slavery to consider doing
SO0 as soon as possible or to explain in writing, if they so wish, why they
feel unable to do so, and to consider providing information regarding their
national legislation and practices in this field;

7. Invites intergovernmental organizations, relevant organizations of
the United Nations system, as well as the International Criminal Police
Organization and non-governmental organizations concerned, to supply relevant
information to the Working Group;

8. Appeals  to Governments and relevant non-governmental organizations
to send representatives to the sessions of the Working Group;

9. Recommends that the supervisory bodies of the International Labour
Organisation give particular attention in their work to the implementation of
provisions and standards designed to ensure the protection of children and
other persons exposed to contemporary forms of slavery;

10.  Invites all Member States to consider the possibility of taking
appropriate action for the protection of particularly vulnerable groups, such
as children and migrant women, against exploitation by prostitution and other
slavery-like practices, including the possibility of establishing national
bodies to achieve this objective;

11. Encourages  Governments to consider, in the context of the Programme
of Action on the Elimination of the Exploitation of Child Labour and Debt
Bondage, the adoption of measures and regulations to protect child labourers
and to ensure that their labour is not exploited;

12.  Invites the newly appointed Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children to examine ways and means of cooperating with the Working Group;

13. Requests the Subcommission at its forty-seventh session to review
the draft programme of action for the prevention of traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others in the light of the comments
already received or that will be received and to submit to the Commission at
its fifty-second session a final draft for approval;

14. Requests  Governments to pursue a policy of information, prevention
and rehabilitation of children and women victims of the exploitation of
prostitution and to take the appropriate economic and social measures deemed
necessary to that effect;

15. Recalls once again its request to the Secretary-General to
designate the Centre for Human Rights as the focal point for the coordination
of activities in the United Nations system for the suppression of contemporary
forms of slavery;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to give effect to his decision to
reassign to the Working Group a Professional staff member of the Centre for
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Human Rights, as was the case in the past, to work on a permanent basis to
ensure continuity and close coordination within and outside the Centre on
issues relating to contemporary forms of slavery;

17. Expresses its regret that as a result of the present financial
situation of the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery, owing to a lack of contributions, the Board of Trustees of the Fund
has only been able to meet once since it was appointed by the
Secretary-General in 1993;

18. Appeals again to all Governments, organizations and individuals in
a position to do so to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the
Fund, if possible on a regular basis;

19. Commends the Board of Trustees on its concern about the limited
assets of the Fund, demonstrated by its judicious measures to minimize
administrative expenses;

20. Encourages the Subcommission to continue considering the
development of systematic fund-raising methods and to recommend a set of
measures, including that already proposed, to promote increased contributions
to the Fund;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit once again to all
Governments the appeal of the Commission on Human Rights for contributions to
the Fund.

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/28. International Decade of the World's Indigenous People

Bearing in_mind that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set
forth in the Charter, is the achievement of international cooperation in
solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or
humanitarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 48/163 of 21 December 1993 and
49/214 of 23 December 1994 on the International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous Peaople,

Recalling also that the goal of the Decade is to strengthen international
cooperation for the solution of problems faced by indigenous people in such
areas as human rights, the environment, development, education and health,

Recognizing  the importance of consultation and cooperation with
indigenous people in planning and implementing the programme of activities for
the Decade, the need for adequate financial support from the international
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community, including support from within the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, and the need for adequate coordination and communication
channels,

Recalling the invitation addressed by the General Assembly to indigenous
organizations and other non-governmental organizations to consider the
contributions they can make to the success of the Decade, with a view to
presenting them to the Working Group on indigenous populations,

Noting Economic and Social Council decision 1992/255 of 20 July 1992, in
which the Council requested United Nations bodies and specialized agencies to
ensure that all technical assistance financed or provided by them was
compatible with international instruments and standards applicable to
indigenous people, and encouraged efforts to promote coordination in this
field and greater participation of indigenous people in the planning and
implementation of projects affecting them,

Mindful _ of the relevant recommendations of the World Conference on Human
Rights, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and the
International Conference on Population and Development,

Recognizing  the value and diversity of the cultures and forms of social
organization of indigenous people, and convinced that the development of
indigenous people within their countries will contribute to the
socio-economic, cultural and environmental advancement of all the countries of
the world,

1. Takes note  of the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on a
comprehensive programme of action for the International Decade of the World's
Indigenous People (A/49/444) and the annexes to that report;

2. Welcomes the decision of the General Assembly to adopt the
short-term programme of activities for 1995 contained in annex Il to the
report of the Secretary-General;

3. Decides  that the final programme of activities for 1995 should be
that contained in the annex to the present resolution;

4. Invites Governments to give full consideration to the final
comprehensive programme of action for the Decade to be considered by the
General Assembly at its fiftieth session;

5. Takes note  of the request of the General Assembly for the
establishment of a unit within the Centre for Human Rights to support its
activities related to indigenous people, in particular to plan, coordinate and
implement activities for the Decade;

6. Also takes note of the recommendation of the General Assembly that
a second technical meeting on the planning of the Decade be convened
immediately prior to the thirteenth session of the Working Group on Indigenous
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Populations of the Subcommission and of the decision to consider at a later
session the convening of meetings for planning and review purposes at
appropriate intervals during the Decade.

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]
Annex
INTERNATIONAL DECADE OF THE WORLD’'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES FOR 1995

First quarter

Establishment of the Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the
World’'s Indigenous People

Preparation and dissemination of presentation video on the Decade

Second quarter

Publication of first information book about the Decade

Eighth session of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations

Establishment of a fellowship programme for indigenous people

Initiation of an information programme linking the Coordinator to focal points

of the United Nations system, national committees for the Decade and, through

appropriate channels, indigenous networks

Consultation with the interim advisory group of the Voluntary Fund for the
International Decade

Third quarter

Technical meeting on the Decade to finalize recommendations for the programme
of action

Thirteenth session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations

First session of the advisory group of the Voluntary Fund for the
International Decade

International Day of Indigenous People, 9 August

Fourth quarter

Expert meeting on land rights and claims of indigenous people
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Inter-agency consultation on practical measures to implement the Programme of
Activities for the Decade: special consideration of a preliminary project

outline to consider how the United Nations system can aggregate data specific
to indigenous people by means of enhancing and facilitating the coordination
capabilities of Member States for collecting and analysing such data

Workshop on indigenous women

Submission of Secretary-General's final report on the Programme of Activities
for the Decade

Publication of poster, brochure, media kit and other information material for
the Decade

1995/29. Minimum humanitarian standards

The Commission on Human Rights

Gravely concerned at the large number of situations where internal
violence causes extensive suffering and breaches of the principles of humanity
and undermines the protection of human rights,

Gravely concerned also at the conduct of groups and individuals who
resort to violence, thereby contributing to the suffering of innocent people
in such situations,

Emphasizing  in this regard the need to identify and implement measures to
prevent violations and abuses of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in
particular the right to life and integrity of the individual,

Taking note  of resolution 1994/26 of 26 August 1994 of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in which the
Subcommission decided to transmit the text of the Declaration of Minimum
Humanitarian Standards (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/55) to the Commission on Human
Rights with a view to its further elaboration and eventual adoption,

1. Recognizes  the need to address principles applicable to situations
of internal and related violence, disturbance, tension and public emergency in
a manner consistent with international law and the Charter of the
United Nations;

2. Also recognizes in this regard the vital importance of the
existence in each country of appropriate national legislation for dealing with
such situations in a manner consistent with the rule of law;

3. Invites all States to consider reviewing their national legislation
relevant to situations of public emergency with a view to ensuring that it
meets the requirements of the rule of law and that it does not involve
discrimination on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or
social origin;
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4. Requests  the Secretary-General to transmit the text of the
Declaration of Minimum Humanitarian Standards (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/55) to
Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations for their
comments and to submit a report on this matter to the Commission on Human
Rights at its fifty-second session.

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/30. A permanent forum for indigenous people
in the United Nations system

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenants on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter of the United Nations
in the context of all human rights of indigenous people,

Recalling the recommendations pertaining to indigenous people included in
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the
World Conference on Human Rights, in particular the recommendation that the
establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations
system should be considered,

Recalling also the recommendations of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development to involve indigenous people and their communities
in the United Nations programmes of environment and development as stated in
article 22 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and in
chapter 26 of Agenda 21,

Recalling further its resolution 1994/28 of 4 March 1994, as well as
General Assembly resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994,

Noting the recommendations regarding the possible establishment of a
permanent forum for indigenous people made by the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at its forty-sixth session in
resolution 1994/50 of 26 August 1994, and taking into account the comments and
suggestions made by participants at the twelfth session of the Working Group
on Indigenous Populations,

Recognizing  the importance of increased incorporation of the values,
views and knowledge of indigenous people in relevant aspects of the programmes
and activities of the States concerned and of the United Nations system,

Recognizing in particular the importance of involving indigenous people
and their organizations in the consideration of the establishment of a
permanent forum,

Acknowledging  the important role of the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations in this respect,
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1. Endorses  the recommendation made by the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at its forty-sixth session,
that the Centre for Human Rights organize a workshop on the possible
establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people with the
participation of representatives of Governments, organizations of indigenous
people and independent experts;

2. Recommends that such a workshop be held for a period of three days
within existing resources and in accordance with established United Nations
practice, prior to the thirteenth session of the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations and that the outcome of the workshop be transmitted to the Working
Group at its thirteenth session;

3. Requests  the Secretary-General to transmit to the Working Group at
its thirteenth session the comments and suggestions received from Governments
and organizations of indigenous people on the possible establishment of a
permanent forum;

4. Requests  the Working Group at its thirteenth session to continue to
give priority consideration to the possible establishment of a permanent forum
for indigenous people and to submit its views and suggestions, through the
Subcommission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second session;

5. Decides  to continue to consider the question of a permanent forum
at its fifty-second session.

52nd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/31. Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of
the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982,
in which the Council authorized the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to establish annually a working
group on indigenous populations with the mandate to review developments
pertaining to the promotion and protection of the human rights and fundamental
freedoms of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evolution of
standards concerning the rights of indigenous people,

Recalling also its resolution 1988/44 of 8 March 1988, in which it urged
the Working Group on Indigenous Populations to intensify its efforts in
carrying out its plan of action and to continue the elaboration of
international standards in this field,

Having examined  the report of the Working Group on its twelfth session
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/30 and Corr.1),
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Conscious  that, in various situations, indigenous people are unable to
enjoy their inalienable human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Determined to do everything possible to promote the enjoyment of the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people,

Bearing in mind that international standards must be developed on the
basis of the diverse realities of indigenous people in all parts of the world,

1. Takes note  of the report of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on its forty-sixth session
(E/CN.4/1995/2-E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/56);

2. Expresses its appreciation and satisfaction to the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission for its valuable work, in
particular for the completion of the draft "United Nations declaration on the
rights of indigenous peoples”;

3. Also expresses its appreciation to observers participating in the
twelfth session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, namely,
representatives of Governments, the specialized agencies, non-governmental
organizations and indigenous organizations, for their active and constructive
participation in its work;

4. Recommends to the Economic and Social Council that the
Working Group be authorized to meet for five working days prior to the
forty-seventh session of the Subcommission;

5. Invites the Working Group to take into account in its deliberations
on developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of the human rights
of indigenous people the work, within the framework of their respective
mandates, of all thematic special rapporteurs, special representatives,
independent experts and working groups as it pertains to the situation of
indigenous people;

6. Urges the Working Group to continue its comprehensive review of
developments and of the situation and aspirations of indigenous people
throughout the world;

7. Invites the Working Group to consider whether there are ways in
which the contribution of expertise from indigenous people to the work of the
Working Group might be enhanced,;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General to give all the necessary resources
and assistance, from within existing overall United Nations resources, to the
Working Group in discharging its tasks, including adequate dissemination of
information about the activities of the Working Group to Governments,
specialized agencies and non-governmental and indigenous organizations, in
order to encourage the widest possible participation in its work;
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9. Requests  the Secretary-General:

(@) To transmit the reports of the Working Group to Governments,
indigenous organizations and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, as soon as possible, for specific comments and suggestions;

(b) To ensure that all meetings of the Working Group at its
thirteenth session are provided with interpretation and documentation;

10. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Governments and
organizations that have made contributions to the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for Indigenous Populations;

11. Appeals to all Governments, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider requests for further contributions to the Fund;

12.  Encourages all the initiatives that can be taken by Governments,
indigenous organizations and non-governmental organizations to ensure the full
participation of indigenous people in the activities related to the tasks of
the Working Group.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]

1995/32. Establishment of a working group of the Commission on Human
Rights to elaborate a draft declaration in accordance
with paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 49/214
of 23 December 1994

The Commission on Human Rights

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 47/75 of 14 December 1992 and
part Il, paragraph 28 of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/JCONF.157/23),

Recalling its resolution 1994/29 of 4 March 1994, in which it urged the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to
complete its consideration of the draft declaration on the rights of
indigenous people and submit to the Commission at its fifty-first session the
draft declaration together with any recommendations thereon,

Welcoming Subcommission resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 in which the
Subcommission decided to adopt the draft declaration as agreed upon by the
members of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations and to submit it to the
Commission at its fifty-first session,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994, in
which the Assembly encouraged the Commission to consider the draft declaration
with the participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis
of and in accordance with appropriate procedures to be determined by the
Commission,
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Emphasizing  the importance and special nature of the draft declaration as
a standard-setting exercise specifically for indigenous people,

Recognizing  that organizations of indigenous people have special
knowledge and understanding of the current situation of the world’s indigenous
people and their human rights needs,

Expressing its appreciation to the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations for its contribution to the process of elaboration of the draft
declaration,

1. Decides  to establish, as a matter of priority and from within
existing overall United Nations resources, an open-ended inter-sessional
working group of the Commission on Human Rights with the sole purpose of
elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the annex
to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, entitled draft "United Nations
declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples" for consideration and
adoption by the General Assembly within the International Decade of the
World’'s Indigenous People;

2. Encourages  the Working Group to consider in this context all
aspects of the draft declaration, including its scope of application;

3. Requests  that the Working Group meet for 10 working days at the
earliest possible date in 1995;

4. Also requests that the Working Group recommend to the Commission
the time and duration of its meetings in subsequent years;

5. Further requests the Working Group to submit a progress report to
the Commission on Human Rights for consideration at its fifty-second session;

6. Invites relevant United Nations organs, bodies, programmes and
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council which are interested in contributing to
the activities of the Working Group to participate in its work, in accordance
with established practice;

7. Decides  that participation of other relevant organizations of
indigenous people, in addition to non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, should be in
accordance with the relevant provisions of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 and the procedures set out in the annex
to the present resolution, and invites such organizations to submit
applications as soon as possible;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General to invite Governments,
intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council and organizations of
indigenous people authorized to participate to submit, for consideration by
the Working Group, comments on the draft declaration submitted by the
Subcommission;
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9. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council take the
appropriate steps to expedite the implementation of the present resolution;

10. Decides to consider the question again at its fifty-second session
under an appropriate agenda item to be decided upon;

11. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Social Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A, draft resolution II]

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XIX|]
Annex

PARTICIPATION OF ORGANIZATIONS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
IN THE OPEN-ENDED INTER-SESSIONAL WORKING GROUP

1. The procedures contained in the present annex are adopted solely to
authorize the participation of organizations of indigenous people not in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council.

2. These procedures are consistent with the procedures set forth in
resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 of the Economic and Social Council and
do not constitute a precedent in any other situation. They shall apply only

to the Working Group created by Council resolution ... and they shall remain

in effect for the duration of the Working Group.

3. Organizations of indigenous people not in consultative status wishing to
participate in the Working Group may apply to the Coordinator of the
International Decade of the World's Indigenous People. Such applications must
include the following information concerning the organization concerned:

(&) The name, headquarters or seat, address and contact person for the
organization;

(b) The aims and purposes of the organization (these should be in
conformity with the spirit, purposes, and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations);

(c) Information on the programmes and activities of the organization
and the country or countries in which they are carried out or to which they

apply;

(d) A description of the membership of the organization, indicating the
total number of members.

4. Upon receipt of applications, the Coordinator of the International Decade

should consult with any State concerned pursuant to Article 71 of the Charter
of the United Nations and paragraph 9 of resolution 1296 (XLIV) of the
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Economic and Social Council. The Coordinator should promptly forward all
applications and information received to the Council Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations for its decision.

5. Authorization to participate shall remain valid for the duration of the
Working Group subject to the relevant provisions of part VI of
resolution 129 (XLIV) of the Economic and Social Council.

6. The activities of organizations of indigenous people authorized to
participate in the Working Group pursuant to these procedures shall be
governed by rules 75 and 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council.

7. Organizations of indigenous people authorized to participate in the
Working Group will have the opportunity to address the Working Group,
consistent with the relevant provisions of paragraphs 31 and 33 of Council
resolution 1296 (XLIV), and are encouraged to organize themselves into
constituencies for this purpose.

8. Organizations of indigenous people may make written presentations which,
however, will not be issued as official documents.

9. States having indigenous populations should take effective measures to
bring the invitation to participate and these procedures to the attention of
organizations of indigenous people potentially interested in contributing to
and participating in the Working Group.

1995/33. Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention

against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its decision 1991/107 of 5 March 1991, in which it decided
to consider at its forty-eighth session the text, proposed by the Government
of Costa Rica, of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(E/CN.4/1991/66), intended to establish a preventive system of visits to
places of detention,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/43 of 3 March 1992, by which it
established an open-ended working group to elaborate a draft optional protocol
to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, using as a basis for its discussions the draft text
proposed by the Government of Costa Rica, and decided to consider the question
at its forty-ninth session,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/6 of
20 July 1992, by which the Council authorized an open-ended working group to
meet for a period of two weeks prior to the forty-ninth session of the
Commission,

-113-



Recalling subsequent resolutions, in particular resolution 1994/40 of
4 March 1994, in which it authorized the working group to hold new meetings in
order to continue its work and to submit a report,

Considering that the working group agreed in general that some progress
had been made at the third session and that a continuation of the work in the
same way offered the prospect of the elaboration, within a reasonable period,
of a text which could be of great value in the field of the prevention of
torture,

Recalling the firm declaration of the World Conference on Human Rights
that efforts to eradicate torture should, first and foremost, be concentrated
on prevention and which called for the early adoption of an optional protocol
to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, which is intended to establish a preventive system of
regular visits to places of detention,

1. Takes note  of the report of the working group on the draft optional
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (E/CN.4/1995/38 and Add.1) and welcomes the
substantial progress made by the working group during its third session;

2. Requests  the open-ended working group to meet between sessions, for
a period of two weeks prior to the fifty-second session of the Commission in
order to pursue its work and to submit a new report to the Commission;

3. Requests  the Secretary-General to transmit the report of the
working group to all Governments, the specialized agencies, the chairpersons
of the human rights treaty bodies and to intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, and to invite them to submit their comments
to the working group;

4, Also requests the Secretary-General to invite Governments, the
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations, as well as the
Chairperson of the Committee against Torture and the Special Rapporteur on the
guestion of torture, to participate in the activities of the working group;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to extend all the
necessary facilities to the working group for its meetings prior to the
fifty-second session of the Commission;

6. Decides  to examine the report of the working group at its
fifty-second session under the sub-item entitled "Question of a draft optional
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment" under the agenda item entitled "Question of
the human rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or
imprisonment”;
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7. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Social Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution III]

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/34. Right to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation
for victims of grave violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights, other relevant
instruments in the field of human rights and the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23),

Reaffirming that, pursuant to internationally proclaimed human rights
principles, victims of grave violations of human rights should receive, in
appropriate cases, restitution, compensation and rehabilitation,

Considering that the question of restitution, compensation and
rehabilitation of victims of grave violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms has received insufficient attention and should be addressed in a more
systematic and thorough way at the national and international levels,

Noting with interest the positive experience of countries that have
established reparation policies for victims of grave violations of human
rights,

Reiterating its appreciation of the study on the subject prepared by the
Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, Mr. Theo van Boven, contained in his final report
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/8),

Recalling its resolution 1994/35 of 4 March 1994 in which it expressed
the hope that priority attention would be given to this question, in
particular on the specific field of violations of human rights, and regarded
the proposed basic principles and guidelines contained in the study of the
Special Rapporteur as a useful basis for that purpose, and recommended that
the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, in conformity with Subcommission resolution 1993/29 of
25 August 1993, take measures to examine the proposed basic principles and
guidelines with a view to making proposals thereon and report to the
Commission,

1. Calls upon the international community to give increased attention

to the right to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation of victims of
grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms;
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2. Encourages  the Subcommission to continue to give consideration to
the proposed basic principles and guidelines at its forty-seventh session,
with a view to making substantive progress on this matter in the specific
field of violations of human rights;

3. Requests  States to provide information to the Secretary-General
about legislation already adopted, as well as that in the process of being
adopted, relating to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation of victims
of grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to submit a report on this subject,
taking into account the information provided by States, to the Commission at
its fifty-second session;

5. Decides  to consider this matter at its fifty-second session under
agenda item 10.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/35. Special process dealing with the problem of missing persons
in the territory of the former Yugoslavia

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection of
war victims and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, as well as other
relevant documents and resolutions of the General Assembly and the
Security Council of the United Nations,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992, in
which the General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance,

Recalling also its resolution 1994/72 of 9 March 1994 concerning,
inter alia , the special process dealing with the problem of missing persons in
the territory of the former Yugoslavia,

Deeply disturbed at the huge number of missing persons still unaccounted
for as a consequence of the continuing practice of "ethnic cleansing” and the
armed conflict in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, particularly in the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia,

Aware of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

Expressing  its deepest sympathy to the families of missing persons in the
territory of the former Yugoslavia, and reaffirming its readiness to undertake
all necessary measures with a view to expediting the search for their next of
kin,
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Stressing that the basic objective of the special process dealing with
the problem of missing persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia
should be strictly humanitarian, aimed at providing their relatives with
information on their fate,

Emphasizing  that the cooperation of the Governments of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), as well as the parties and organizations
in a position to help, is essential to the achievement of the objectives of
the special process,

Bearing in_mind that the Comprehensive Cease-fire Agreement signed on
23 December 1994 by the Government of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the representatives of the Bosnian Serbs includes the obligation to
release all available information on missing persons,

1. Commends and thanks the expert member of the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances for his first report on the special
process on missing persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia
(E/CN.4/1995/37);

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia, requests them to continue
and expand the cooperation with the special process, and invites them, as well
as all other parties in a position to help, to continue searching for the
missing persons on their territory;

3. Urges the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) to allow the expert member of the Working Group on Enforced
and Involuntary Disappearances to visit Belgrade in order to discuss concrete
aspects of cooperation, and to undertake maximum efforts to cooperate by
disclosing all relevant available information and documentation in order
finally to determine the fate of the thousands of missing persons and to
alleviate the suffering of their relatives;

4. Requests  the expert member of the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances responsible for the special process dealing with
the problem of missing persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia to
continue his efforts and to submit a report on his activities to the
Commission at its fifty-second session;

5. Requests  relevant United Nations bodies, including the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations
Protection Force, the International Committee of the Red Cross and national
Red Cross and Red Crescent societies to continue their cooperation with the
special process;
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6. Requests  the Secretary-General to continue providing the special
process with the necessary resources so that it can perform its functions
continuously and expeditiously.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/36. Independence and impartiality of the judiciary, jurors
and assessors and the independence of lawyers

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by articles 7, 8, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and articles 2, 14 and 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,

Convinced that an independent and impartial judiciary and an independent
legal profession are essential prerequisites for the protection of human
rights and for ensuring that there is no discrimination in the administration
of justice,

Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/JCONF.157/23), in particular paragraph 27 of part | and paragraphs 88, 90
and 95 of part I,

Recalling its resolution 1994/41 of 4 March 1994 in which it requested
the Chairman of the Commission to appoint for a period of three years, a
special rapporteur on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary,
jurors and assessors and the independence of lawyers,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 40/32 of 29 November 1985 in
which the Assembly endorsed the Basic Principles on the Independence of the
Judiciary, and resolution 40/146 of 13 December 1985,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 45/166 of 18 December 1990,
in which the Assembly welcomed the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers and
the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors adopted by the Eighth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and invited
Governments to respect them and to take them into account within the framework
of their national legislation and practice,

Bearing in_mind the principles contained in the draft declaration
prepared by Mr. L.M. Singhvi (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/20/Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1),
which the Commission, in its resolution 1989/32 of 6 March 1989, invited
Governments to take into account in implementing the Basic Principles on the
Independence of the Judiciary,

Recalling the appointment by the Chairman of the Commission on Human
Rights of Mr. Param Cumaraswamy as Special Rapporteur,
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Taking note  of the first report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on
the implementation of his mandate and the recommendation addressed to the
Commission on Human Rights contained therein (E/CN.4/1995/39, para. 105),

Noting with concern the increasingly frequent attacks on their
independence suffered by judges, lawyers and court officers, and aware of the
close link between the weakening of safeguards for judges, lawyers and court
officers and the frequency and gravity of violations of human rights,

1. Welcomes the first report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on
the activities relating to his mandate entitled "Independence and impartiality
of the judiciary, jurors and assessors and the independence of lawyers"
(E/CN.4/1995/39);

2. Endorses  the decision of the Special Rapporteur to use, beginning
in 1995, the short title of "Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges
and lawyers", and requests the Centre for Human Rights to take note of this in
its future communications;

3. Takes note of and welcomes the methods of work the Special
Rapporteur intends to follow in the implementation of his task, as outlined in
chapter 1l of his report;

4. Notes with appreciation the determination of the Special Rapporteur
to achieve as wide a dissemination as possible of information about existing
standards relating to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary and
the independence of the legal profession in conjunction with the publications
and promotional activities of the Centre for Human Rights;

5. Endorses  the wish of the Special Rapporteur to be kept regularly
informed about the programme of advisory services and technical assistance of
the Centre for Human Rights so that he will be in a position to implement his
mandate by monitoring progress achieved;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General, within the limits of the resources
of the United Nations, to provide the Special Rapporteur with any assistance
needed for the discharge of his mandate;

7. Requests  the Special Rapporteur to submit a report on the
activities relating to his mandate to the Commission at its
fifty-second session;

8. Decides  to consider this question at its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]
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1995/37. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

A

The Commission on Human Rights

Having regard to article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
both of which provide that no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being
Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of
9 December 1975,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984, in
which the Assembly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment and called upon all Governments to consider signing
and ratifying the Convention as a matter of priority,

Recalling further the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, in particular
part I, paragraph 30, in which the World Conference stated that torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment constituted serious
obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights, and part II,
paragraphs 54 to 61, in which the World Conference urged States to put an
immediate end to the practice of torture and to eradicate that evil forever,
and stated that providing the necessary resources for assistance to victims of
torture should be given high priority, inter alia by additional contributions
to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 1994/36 and 1994/38 of 4 March 1994,

Alarmed at the widespread occurrence of torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment,

Aware that torture constitutes a criminal obliteration of the human
personality which can never be justified under any circumstances, by any
ideology or by any overriding interest, and convinced that a society that
tolerates torture can never claim to respect human rights,

Determined  to promote the full implementation of the prohibition under
international and national law of the practice of torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,

Mindful _ of the relevance, for the eradication of torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, of the Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners (Economic and Social Council
resolutions 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 (LXIl) of 13 May 1977), the
Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials (General Assembly
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resolution 34/169, of 17 December 1979, annex), the Principles of Medical

Ethics relevant to the role of health personnel, particularly physicians, in

the protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and other cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (General Assembly

resolution 37/194, annex), the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power (General Assembly resolution 40/34, annex)
as well as the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any
Form of Detention or Imprisonment (General Assembly resolution 43/173, annex),

Recalling article 10 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which provides that each State
Party shall ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition
against torture are fully included in the training of law enforcement
personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials and other
persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or treatment of any
individual subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment,

Taking note  of the outcome of the second session of the open-ended
working group of the Commission on Human Rights on the elaboration of a draft
optional protocol to the Convention,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 36/151 of 16 December 1981, in
which the Assembly noted with deep concern that acts of torture took place in
various countries, recognized the need to provide assistance to the victims in
a purely humanitarian spirit and established the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Victims of Torture, as well as General Assembly resolution 49/176 of
23 December 1994,

Recalling the statement by the Board of Trustees of the Fund on the need
to receive contributions from Governments on a regular basis, which,
inter alia , would prevent the interruption of programmes in the continuation
of which the Fund plays an instrumental role,

Taking account of the increasing number of projects and the repeated
requests by the Board of Trustees of the Fund to have adequate staff for the
operations of the Fund,

Taking note  of the information provided by the Secretary-General in his
reports on the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture
(E/CN.4/1995/33 and Add.1, A/49/484 and Add.l),

Noting with satisfaction the existence and rapid expansion of an
international network of centres for the rehabilitation of torture victims,
which play an important role in providing assistance to victims of torture,
and the collaboration of the Fund with these centres,

Welcoming the appeal launched by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights during his official visit to Denmark from 27 to 28 June 1994,
for, inter_alia , a definitive end to and the eradication of torture everywhere
in the world and the ratification and full implementation of the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
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1. Welcomes the report of the Committee against Torture on its
eleventh and twelfth sessions (A/49/44);

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees of the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture for the work it has
accomplished;

3. Urges all Governments to promote the speedy and full implementation
of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) and, in
particular, of the section relating to freedom from torture;

4. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment (E/CN.4/1995/35);

5. Encourages  the States Parties to notify the Secretary-General of
their acceptance of the amendments to articles 17 and 18 of the Convention as
soon as possible;

6. Urges States Parties whose arrears precede the provision made by
the Secretary-General for funding the Committee against Torture from the
regular budget to fulfil their obligations forthwith;

7. Urges all States to become parties to the Convention as a matter of
priority;
8. Invites all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and

those States Parties that have not yet done so to make the declaration
provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention and to consider the
possibility of withdrawing their reservations to article 20;

9. Welcomes the attention that the Committee against Torture has given
to the development of an effective system of reporting on the implementation
of the Convention by States Parties, including its practice of formulating
concluding observations after the consideration of such reports, as well as
its practice of carrying out inquiries into cases where there are indications
of the systematic practice of torture in States Parties;

10. Emphasizes the obligation of States Parties under article 10 of the
Convention to ensure education and training for personnel who may be involved
in the custody, interrogation or treatment of any individual subjected to any
form of arrest, detention or imprisonment, and calls upon the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, in conformity with his mandate established in
General Assembly resolution 48/141 of 20 December 1993, to provide advisory
services in this regard, at the request of Governments;

11. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to those Governments,
organizations and individuals that have already contributed to the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to include the Fund on
an annual basis among the programmes for which funds are pledged at the
United Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities;
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13. Appeals to all Governments, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the
Fund, if possible on a regular basis and annually before the meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Fund, and if possible with a substantial increase in
the number and level of contributions in order to take into consideration the
ever-increasing demand for assistance;

14. Renews its request to the Secretary-General to transmit to all
Governments the appeals of the Commission for contributions to the Fund;

15. Also renews its request to the Secretary-General to make use of all
existing possibilities, including the preparation, production and
dissemination of information materials, to assist the Board of Trustees of the
Fund in its efforts to make the Fund and its humanitarian work better known
and in its appeal for contributions;

16. Calls upon the Board of Trustees to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session on the increasing need for overall rehabilitation
services for torture victims;

17. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23, part I, para. 16) to
ensure strict and transparent project management rules for the Fund and to
arrange for the holding of annual information meetings open to all Member
States and organizations directly involved in the projects supported by the
Fund;

18. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure, within the overall
budgetary framework of the United Nations, the provision of an adequate and
stable level of staffing and technical equipment to ensure the efficient
operation and management of the Fund, as well as for the effective performance
of the functions of the Committee against Torture;

19.  Further requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep the
Commission informed of the operations of the Fund on an annual basis and to
submit to the Commission annual reports on the status of the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

20. Decides to consider these questions at its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]
B

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling its resolution 1985/33 of 13 March 1985, in which it decided to
appoint for one year a special rapporteur on torture, and all its subsequent
resolutions in which that mandate was regularly extended, most recently for a
further three years in paragraph 13 of resolution 1992/32 of 28 February 1992,
while maintaining the annual reporting cycle,
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Recalling also the conclusions and recommendations of the
Special Rapporteur that the Commission on Human Rights underlined in its
resolutions 1987/29 of 10 March 1987, 1988/32 of 8 March 1988, 1989/33 of
6 March 1989, 1990/34 of 2 March 1990, 1991/38 of 5 March 1991, 1992/32 of
28 February 1992, 1993/40 of 5 March 1993 and 1994/37 of 4 March 1994,

Taking into account General Assembly resolution 49/181 of
23 December 1994,

1. Commends the Special Rapporteur on his report (E/CN.4/1995/34
and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1);

2. Stresses the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur contained in
his report;
3. Stresses in particular that no one shall be subjected to torture or

to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and that those who
encourage, order, tolerate or perpetrate such acts must be held responsible
and severely punished, especially the official in charge of the place of
detention where the prohibited act is found to have taken place;

4. Decides to extend for three years the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur on torture, while maintaining the annual cycle of
reporting;

5. Invites the Special Rapporteur to examine questions concerning
torture directed primarily against women and children and conditions conducive
to such torture, and to make appropriate recommendations concerning the
prevention of gender-specific forms of torture and the torture of children;

6. Approves  the methods of work employed by the Special Rapporteur, in
particular as regards urgent appeals;

7. Considers it desirable that the Special Rapporteur should continue
to have a further exchange of views with the relevant human rights mechanisms
and bodies, especially the Committee against Torture, in particular with a
view to enhancing further their effectiveness and mutual cooperation, and that
he should pursue cooperation with relevant United Nations programmes, notably
that on crime prevention and criminal justice;

8. Appeals  to all Governments to cooperate with and assist the
Special Rapporteur in the performance of his tasks and to supply all
information requested, including by reacting properly to his urgent appeals;

9. Urges those Governments that have not yet responded to
communications transmitted to them by the Special Rapporteur to answer
expeditiously;

10. Encourages  Governments to give serious consideration to inviting

the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable him to fulfil
his mandate even more effectively;
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11. Calls upon the Special Rapporteur to continue to include
information in his report on the follow-up by Governments to his
recommendations, visits and communications;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to cover all his activities in order to enable him
to submit his report to the Commission at its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/38. Question of enforced disappearances

The Commission on Human Rights

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 33/173 of 20 December 1978,
in which the Assembly requested the Commission on Human Rights to consider the
guestion of disappeared persons with a view to making appropriate
recommendations, and all other United Nations resolutions concerning missing
or disappeared persons,

Recalling its resolution 20 (XXXVI) of 29 February 1980, in which it
decided to establish a working group consisting of five of its members, to
serve as experts in their individual capacity, to examine questions relevant
to enforced or involuntary disappearances, and its resolutions 1991/41 of
5 March 1991, 1992/30 of 28 February 1992, 1993/35 of 5 March 1993 and 1994/39
of 5 March 1994,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992, by
which the General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance,

Emphasizing  that, in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23), the World Conference on Human Rights welcomed the adoption of
the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
and called upon all States to take effective legislative, administrative,
judicial or other measures to prevent, terminate and punish acts of enforced
disappearance,

Noting that the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
considers the adoption of the latter Declaration to be the most encouraging
development since its establishment in respect of efforts to combat enforced
disappearances, especially in so far as it recognizes that the systematic
practice of such acts "is of the nature of a crime against humanity",

Expressing concern in this connection that, according to the Working
Group, the practice of a number of States can run counter to the Declaration,

Convinced of the need to continue implementing the provisions of
General Assembly resolution 33/173 and of the other United Nations resolutions
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on the question of disappeared persons, with a view to finding solutions for
cases of disappearance and eliminating enforced disappearances, duly taking
into account the provisions of the Declaration,

Taking into account General Assembly resolution 49/181 of
23 December 1994,

Noting  General Assembly resolution 49/193 of 23 December 1994,

Deeply concerned at the increase and spread of the practice of enforced
disappearances in various parts of the world,

Concerned at the large number of reports concerning harassment,
ill-treatment and intimidation of witnesses of disappearances or relatives of
disappeared persons,

Noting with satisfaction in this connection that the Working Group
reports increased cooperation on the part of most States,

Recalling its resolution 1994/70 of 9 March 1994 on cooperation with
representatives of United Nations human rights bodies,

Having considered the report of the Working Group (E/CN.4/1995/36) and
the report of the expert, member of the Working Group and responsible for the
special process dealing with the problem of missing persons in the territory
of the former Yugoslavia (E/CN.4/1995/37),

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances for the way in which it is performing its task, and
thanks it for submitting a report to the Commission in accordance with
resolution 1994/39 of 4 March 1994;

2. Takes note  of the report of the Working Group (E/CN.4/1995/36);

3. Encourages  the Working Group, in its efforts to help to eliminate
the practice of enforced disappearances, to submit to the Commission all
information it deems necessary and any specific recommendations it may wish to
make regarding the fulfilment of its task;

4. Notes that the primary role of the Working Group, as described in
its reports, is to act as a channel of communication between families of the
disappeared persons and the Governments concerned, with a view to ensuring
that sufficiently documented and clearly identified individual cases are
investigated and to ascertain whether such information falls under its mandate
and contains the required elements;

5. Reminds the Working Group of the need to observe, in its
humanitarian task, United Nations standards and practices regarding the
handling of communications and the consideration of government replies;

6. Deplores  the fact that, as the Working Group stresses in
paragraph 440 of its report, some Governments have never provided substantive
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replies concerning enforced disappearances alleged to have occurred in their
countries, nor acted on the recommendations concerning them made in the
reports of the Working Group;

7. Urges the Governments concerned, particularly those which have not
yet responded to communications transmitted to them by the Working Group, to
take action as rapidly as possible concerning these communications, to
cooperate with and assist the Working Group so that it may carry out its
mandate effectively, and in particular to reply expeditiously to its requests
for information;

8. Also urges the Governments concerned to intensify their cooperation
with the Working Group on any action taken pursuant to recommendations
addressed to them by the Working Group;

9. Once again urges Governments to take steps to protect the families
of disappeared persons against any intimidation or ill-treatment to which they
might be subjected;

10. Encourages  Governments to give serious consideration to inviting
the Working Group to visit their countries so as to enable the Working Group
to fulfil its mandate even more effectively;

11. Urges Governments to take steps to ensure that, when a state of
emergency is introduced, the protection of human rights is guaranteed,
particularly as regards the prevention of enforced disappearances;

12. Reminds Governments of the need to ensure that their competent
authorities conduct prompt and impartial inquiries in all circumstances
whenever there is reason to believe that an enforced disappearance has
occurred in a territory under their jurisdiction;

13. Recalls that, if allegations are confirmed, the perpetrators should
be prosecuted;

14. Expresses its profound thanks to the many Governments that have
cooperated with the Working Group and replied to its requests for information,
and to the Governments that have invited the Working Group to visit their
countries, asks them to give all necessary attention to the Working Group’s
recommendations, and invites them to inform the Working Group of any action
they take on those recommendations;

15. Commends in particular the efforts of Governments which investigate
and/or develop appropriate mechanisms to investigate any cases of enforced
disappearance which are brought to their attention, and encourages all the
Governments concerned to expand their efforts in this area;

16.  Invites States, taking into account the conclusions of the
Working Group, to consider taking effective measures, including if appropriate
legislative measures, to implement the principles of the Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance;
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17. Invites , in this connection, all Governments to take appropriate
legislative or other steps to prevent and punish the practice of enforced
disappearance, in keeping with the Declaration, and to take action at the
national and regional levels and in cooperation with the United Nations, if
appropriate through technical assistance;

18. Recalls that all acts of enforced disappearance are offences
punishable by appropriate penalties which take into account their extreme
seriousness under criminal law;

19. Encourages  States to provide concrete information, as some have
already done, on measures taken to give effect to the Declaration, as well as
obstacles encountered,;

20.  Again invites the Working Group to identify obstacles to the
realization of the Declaration, to recommend ways of overcoming those
obstacles and to pursue in this respect its dialogue with Governments and
institutions concerned,

21. Notes that the Working Group, in conformity with paragraph 17 of
resolution 1994/39, has undertaken to revise its working methods, in
particular the presentation of its report, taking into account the provisions
of the Declaration;

22.  Invites the Working Group to continue to consider the question of
impunity, in close collaboration with the rapporteurs appointed by the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and
with due regard for the relevant provisions of the Declaration;

23. Requests the Working Group to pay particular attention to cases of
children subjected to enforced disappearance and children of disappeared
persons and to cooperate closely with the Governments concerned to search for
and identify these children;

24. Notes the activities of non-governmental organizations to support
the implementation of the Declaration and invites them to continue to
facilitate its dissemination and to contribute to the work of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities;

25. Takes note of the cooperation provided to the Working Group by
non-governmental organizations;

26. Takes note with interest of the report of the expert, member of the
Working Group and responsible for the special process dealing with the problem
of missing persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia (E/CN.4/1995/37);

27. Decides to extend for a three-year period the mandate of the
Working Group, composed of five independent experts, in order to enable it to
take into consideration all such information concerning enforced, involuntary
or arbitrary disappearances, as may be communicated to it on cases brought to
its attention, while maintaining the principle of the submission of annual
reports;
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28. Requests the Working Group to report on its work to the Commission
at its fifty-second session and to continue to discharge its mandate
discreetly and conscientiously;

29. Requests once more the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Working Group receives all necessary assistance, in particular the staff and
resources it requires to perform its functions, especially in carrying out
missions, following them up or holding sessions in countries that would be
prepared to receive it;

30. Also requests the Secretary-General to keep the Working Group and
the Commission on Human Rights regularly informed of the steps he takes for
the widespread dissemination and promotion of the Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/39. Staff members of the United Nations and of the
specialized agencies in detention

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 42/219 of 21 December 1987,
43/225 of 21 December 1988, 44/186 of 19 December 1989 and 45/240 of
21 December 1990, in which the Assembly deplored the increase in the number of
cases where the functioning, safety and well-being of officials had been
adversely affected, including cases of detention in Member States and
abduction by armed groups and individuals, and the increasing number of cases
in which the lives and well-being of officials had been placed in jeopardy
during the exercise of their official functions,

Recalling its resolution 1994/42 of 4 March 1994, in which it requested
the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its fifty-first session
an updated version of the report on the situation of United Nations staff
members, experts and their families detained, imprisoned, missing or held in a
country against their will,

Aware of the need to strengthen the relevant international legal
instruments and welcoming the adoption and opening for signature by the
General Assembly, in its resolution 49/59 of 9 December 1994, of the
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel,

Considering that, at a time when the United Nations is undertaking
greater responsibilities sending missions in difficult conditions to various
parts of the world, it is imperative that its staff members and other
personnel acting under its authority be able to perform their duties with the
assurance that their human rights, privileges and immunities will be fully
respected, in accordance with the relevant provision of the Charter of the
United Nations and other international instruments,
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Having examined  the updated report of the Secretary-General on detention
of international civil servants and their families (E/CN.4/1995/40),

Gravely concerned that a significant humber of United Nations staff
members, experts and their families continue to be detained, imprisoned,
missing or held in a country against their will,

Gravely concerned also that a significant humber of United Nations staff
members, recruited nationally or internationally, and other personnel acting
under the authority of the United Nations and their families have been killed
since July 1993,

Noting the need for updated and complete information on the situation of
United Nations staff members, experts and their families detained, imprisoned,
missing or held in a country against their will,

Convinced that a better coordinated and more detailed reporting system,
with a better dialogue between the United Nations and the host country, can
contribute to a faster solution of cases,

Deeply concerned at the inordinate delays and obstacles which different
organizations of the United Nations system face when trying to exercise fully
the right of functional protection of their staff members,

Greatly appreciating the efforts of the Secretary-General to promote a
satisfactory resolution of all cases of this kind, and noting that these
efforts have already produced concrete results concerning the security of
United Nations staff members, experts and their families,

1. Takes note with interest of the updated report of the
Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1995/40);

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to take further steps aimed at
ensuring the application without delay of all the recommendations contained in
the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on the protection of the human
rights of United Nations staff members, experts and their families
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/19);

3. Appeals once again to Member States to respect and to ensure
respect for the rights of staff members and other personnel acting under the
authority of the United Nations and their families and to take the necessary
measures to ensure the protection of United Nations and associated personnel
in their territory;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to ensure
that the human rights, privileges and immunities of United Nations staff
members, experts and their families are fully respected and to seek redress
and compensation for the damage caused to them, as well as their full
reintegration, when their human rights, privileges and immunities have been
violated:;
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5. Reiterates the obligations of Member States under the Convention on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations and also under the
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies
regarding immunity from legal process and from personal arrest or detention;

6. Urges Member States:

(@) To provide adequate and prompt information concerning the arrest or
detention of United Nations staff members, experts or their families;

(b) To grant the representative of the competent international
organization immediate access to them;

(c) To allow independent medical teams to investigate the health of
detained staff members, experts or their families, and to afford them the
necessary medical assistance;

(d) To allow representatives of the competent international
organization to attend any hearing concerning United Nations staff members,
experts and their families;

(e) To ensure the speedy release of United Nations staff members,
experts and members of their families who have been arrested or detained in
violation of their immunity;

7. Welcomes the adoption and opening for signature by the
General Assembly, in its resolution 49/59 of 9 December 1994, of the
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel;

8. Urges Member States to consider promptly signing and becoming
parties to the Convention;

9. Requests  the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-second session a report on the status of the Convention on the Safety of
United Nations and Associated Personnel, on the situation of United Nations
staff members, experts and their families detained, imprisoned, missing or
held in a country against their will, on cases which have been successfully
settled since the presentation of the last report, and on the implementation
of the measures referred to in the present resolution.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/40. Right to freedom of opinion and expression

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which affirms the
right to freedom of opinion and expression,
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Mindful  of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
which reaffirms, in article 19, the right of everyone to hold opinions without
interference, as well as the right to freedom of expression, and states that
the exercise of the right to freedom of expression carries with it special
duties and responsibilities and may therefore be subject to certain
restrictions, but that these shall be only such as are provided by law and are
necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others, or for the
protection of national security or of public order (ordre public ), or of
public health and morals,

Mindful also that the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights states that any propaganda for war or any advocacy of national, racial
or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility
or violence shall be prohibited by law,

Recalling its resolution 1993/45 of 5 March 1993, in which it decided to
appoint a special rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression,

Recalling also its resolutions 1984/26 of 12 March 1984, 1985/17 of
11 March 1985, 1986/46 of 12 March 1986, 1987/32 of 10 March 1987, 1988/37 and
1988/39 of 8 March 1988, 1989/31 of 6 March 1989 1989/56 of 7 March 1989,
1990/32 of 2 March 1990, 1991/32 of 5 March 1991, 1992/22 of 28 February 1992
and 1994/33 of 4 March 1994,

Taking note  of resolution 1983/32 of 6 September 1983 of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

Taking note also of the reports and the final conclusions and
recommendations on the right to freedom of opinion and expression submitted to
the Subcommission at its forty-second, forty-third and forty-fourth sessions
by the Special Rapporteurs, Mr. Louis Joinet and Mr. Danilo Tudrk
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1990/11, E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/9 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/9 and Add.l),

Considering that the effective promotion of the human rights of persons
who exercise the right to freedom of opinion and expression is of fundamental
importance to the safeguarding of human dignity,

Noting the comment in the final report of the Special Rapporteurs that
the right to freedom of opinion and expression is interrelated with and
enhances the exercise of all other human rights,

Deeply concerned by numerous reports of detention of, as well as
discrimination, threats and acts of violence and harassment, including
persecution and intimidation, against professionals in the field of
information, including journalists, editors, writers and authors, translators,
publishers, printers and distributors,

Deeply concerned also that for many women in many parts of the world
there exists a gap between the right to freedom of opinion and expression and
the effective implementation of that right and that this contributes to the

-132-



under-reporting of incidents of discrimination based on sex and inadequate
action by Governments to investigate and take appropriate remedial action in
response to these incidents,

1. Welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression (E/CN.4/1995/32),
and endorses his conclusion that freedom of expression is a fundamental right,
the enjoyment of which illustrates in many ways the degree of enjoyment of all
human rights enshrined in the International Bill of Human Rights;

2. Also welcomes  the Special Rapporteur’'s statement that the right to
seek or have access to information is one of the most essential elements of
freedom of speech and expression;

3. Notes that the Special Rapporteur recognized in his first report
(E/CN.4/1994/33) the need to cooperate with other special rapporteurs, special
representatives, independent experts, working groups and other United Nations
mechanisms and procedures in the field of human rights, and encourages the
Special Rapporteur to continue his efforts in this regard;

4. Expresses  concern at the inadequate resources, both human and
material, provided to the Special Rapporteur, and accordingly reiterates its
request to the Secretary-General to provide, within existing overall
United Nations resources, all the assistance necessary to the Special
Rapporteur to fulfil his mandate effectively, in particular by strengthening
the human and material resources placed at his disposal;

5. Requests  the Secretary-General to consider ways of publicizing,
particularly within the framework of the information activities of the Centre
for Human Rights, the work of the Special Rapporteur, as well as
recommendations made by him;

6. Expresses its concern at the extensive occurrence of detention of,
as well as discrimination, threats and acts of violence and harassment,
including persecution and intimidation, directed at persons who exercise the
right to freedom of opinion and expression and the intrinsically linked rights
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, of peaceful assembly and
freedom of association, and the right to take part in the conduct of public
affairs as affirmed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and, where
applicable, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

7. Also expresses its concern at the extensive occurrence in many
parts of the world of detention of, as well as discrimination, threats and
acts of violence and harassment, including persecution and intimidation,
directed at persons who seek to promote and defend these rights and freedoms;

8. Emphasizes  that professionals in the field of information play a
major role in the promotion and protection of freedom of opinion and
expression, and expresses in this regard its deep concern at the numerous
reports received by the Special Rapporteur of detention of, as well as
discrimination, threats and acts of violence and harassment, including
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persecution and intimidation, directed at such professionals, including
journalists, editors, writers and authors, translators, publishers, printers
and distributors;

9. Expresses its concern at the number of cases of arbitrary detention
ordered following the exercise of rights protected by article 19 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights concerning the right to
freedom of opinion and expression;

10. Welcomes the release of persons detained for exercising these
rights and freedoms, and encourages further progress in this regard;

11. Urges the Special Rapporteur, within the framework of his mandate,
to draw to the attention of the High Commissioner for Human Rights those
situations regarding freedom of opinion and expression which are of
particularly serious concern to the Special Rapporteur;

12.  Invites the Special Rapporteur to pay particular attention to the
situation of women and the relationship between the effective implementation
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and incidents of
discrimination based on sex committed against them;

13. Appeals to all States to ensure respect and support for the rights
of all persons who exercise the right to freedom of opinion and expression,
the rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, peaceful assembly
and association, and the right to take part in the conduct of public affairs,
or who seek to promote and defend these rights and freedoms and, where any
persons have been detained, subjected to violence or threats of violence and
to harassment, including persecution and intimidation, solely for exercising
these rights as laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and,
where applicable, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to
take the appropriate steps to ensure the immediate cessation of these acts and
to create conditions under which these acts may be less liable to occur;

14. Also appeals to all States to ensure that persons seeking to
exercise these rights and freedoms are not discriminated against, particularly
in such areas as employment, housing and social services;

15. Invites once again the working groups, representatives and the
special rapporteurs of the Commission on Human Rights to pay attention, within
the framework of their mandates, to the situation of persons detained,
subjected to violence, ill-treated or discriminated against for having
exercised the right to freedom of opinion and expression as affirmed in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and, where applicable, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

16. Urges all Governments to cooperate with and assist the Special
Rapporteur in the performance of his tasks and to provide all information
necessary in order to permit him fully to carry out his mandate;

17. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in his next report, to develop

further his commentary on the right to seek and receive information and to
expand on his observations arising from communications;
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18. Also requests the Special Rapporteur to submit to the Commission at
its fifty-second session a report covering the activities relating to his
mandate;

19. Decides to review this matter at its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/41. Human rights in the administration of justice, in
particular of children and juveniles in detention

The Commission of Human Rights

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols,

Guided in particular by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its
article 40, as well as the relevant provisions of the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

Recognizing  the central role of the administration of justice in the
promotion and protection of human rights,

Welcoming the work of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities in the field of human rights in the
administration of justice,

Welcoming also  the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice in the field of human rights and the administration of
justice as reflected, inter alia , in resolution 1994/22 of 25 July 1994 of the
Economic and Social Council on technical cooperation in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice and Council resolution 1994/18 of 25 July 1994
on United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal
justice,

Emphasizing  the importance of coordinating the activities in this field
carried out under the responsibility of the Commission on Human Rights with
those under the responsibility of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice,

Noting that many human rights violations in the administration of justice

are specifically or primarily directed against women and that the
identification and reporting of these violations demand special vigilance,
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Aware of the specific situation of children and juveniles in detention
and their special needs while deprived of their liberty, in particular their
vulnerability to various forms of abuse, injustice and humiliation,

Recalling in this context the United Nations Guidelines for the
Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing
Rules), the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of
their Liberty and General Assembly resolution 45/115 of 14 December 1990 on
the instrumental use of children in criminal activities,

Welcoming the important activities of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, the
United Nations Children’s Fund, the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the Special Rapporteur on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography with regard to the
special needs of children and juveniles in detention,

Deeply concerned at the severity and brutality with which children and
juveniles are used as instruments in criminal activities,

Reaffirming that the best interests of the child and the juvenile must be
a primary consideration in all decisions concerning the deprivation of their
liberty,

1. Reaffirms the importance of the full implementation of all relevant
United Nations standards on human rights in the administration of justice;

2. Reiterates once again its call to all Member States to spare no
effort in providing for effective legislative and other mechanisms and
procedures, as well as adequate resources, to ensure full implementation of
these standards;

3. Recognizes  the important role that non-governmental organizations,
including professional associations of lawyers and judges, can play in
promoting human rights in the administration of justice;

4. Welcomes the special attention given to questions relating to the
effective protection of human rights in the administration of justice by
special rapporteurs and working groups and calls upon them to continue to
provide, wherever appropriate, specific recommendations in this regard,
including proposals for concrete measures under the United Nations programme
of advisory services and technical assistance in the field of human rights;

5. Stresses the desirability of States being provided, at their
request, with continued assistance in the field of the administration of
justice;

6. Urges the High Commissioner for Human Rights to consider favourably
requests by States for assistance in the field of the administration of
justice and to strengthen system-wide coordination in this field, in
particular between the United Nations programme of advisory services and
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technical assistance in the field of human rights and the technical
cooperation and advisory services of the United Nations crime prevention and
criminal justice programme;

7. Takes note with appreciation of the recommendations of the expert
group meeting on children and juveniles in detention, held in Vienna from
30 October to 4 November 1994 (see E/CN.4/1995/100);

8. Recognizes  that every child and juvenile in conflict with the law
must be treated in a manner consistent with his or her dignity and needs;

9. Calls upon all States to give high priority to the promotion and
protection of all rights of the child and juveniles in the administration of
justice;

10. Urges States that the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention
of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Standard
Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty be fully taken into account in their national legislation and practice
and that they be widely disseminated;

11. Also urges States to take appropriate steps to ensure compliance
with the principle that depriving children and juveniles of their liberty
should only be used as a measure of last resort;

12.  Invites Governments to provide training in human rights and
juvenile justice to all judges, lawyers, prosecutors, social workers and other
professionals concerned with juvenile justice matters, including police and
immigration officers;

13. Recommends that States make use of technical assistance offered by
the United Nations programmes of advisory services and technical assistance,
in order to strengthen national capacities and infrastructures in the field of
juvenile justice;

14. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to pay special
attention to the subject of juvenile justice and, in close cooperation with
the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch, the Committee on the Rights
of the Child and the United Nations Children's Fund, to develop strategies to
ensure effective coordination of technical cooperation programmes in the field
of juvenile justice;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session on the implementation of the present resolution;

16. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-second session under
the agenda item entitled "Question of the human rights of all persons
subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment”.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]
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1995/42. Question of human rights and states of emergency

The Commission on Human Rights

Endorsing  Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities resolution 1994/36, of 26 August 1994,

Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and Social
Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A, draft resolution V]

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. X|]

1995/43. Human rights and terrorism

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights,

Bearing in_mind that the most fundamental human right is the right to

life,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23)
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Recalling and reaffirming General Assembly resolutions 48/122 of
20 December 1993, 49/60 of 9 December 1994 and 49/185 of 23 December 1994 and
its own resolution 1994/46 of 4 March 1994,

Recalling also resolution 1994/18 of 25 August 1994 of the Subcommission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

Reiterating that all Member States have an obligation to promote and
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and that the individual also has
the responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of human rights,

Deeply concerned at the gross violations of human rights perpetrated by
terrorist groups,

Profoundly deploring the increasing number of innocent persons, including
women, children and the elderly, killed, massacred and maimed by terrorists in
indiscriminate and random acts of violence and terror, which cannot be
justified under any circumstances,
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Noting with great concern the growing connection between terrorist groups
and the illegal traffic of arms and drugs, as well as the consequent
commission of serious crimes,

1. Reiterates the unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and
practices of terrorism, regardless of their motivation, in all its forms and
manifestations, wherever and by whomever committed, as acts of aggression
aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy,
threatening the territorial integrity and security of States, destabilizing
legitimately constituted Governments, undermining pluralistic civil society
and having adverse consequences on the economic and social development of
States;

2. Expresses its solidarity with the victims of terrorism, and in this
context encourages States to respond to the request of the Secretary-General
made pursuant to paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 49/185, for their
views on the possible establishment of a United Nations voluntary fund for
victims of terrorism;

3. Calls upon States to take all necessary and effective measures, in
accordance with international standards of human rights, to prevent, combat
and eliminate terrorism and urges the international community to enhance
multilateral and bilateral cooperation in the fight against terrorism at the
national, regional and international levels;

4. Requests  the Secretary-General to continue to collect information
on this question from all relevant sources and to make it available to the
special rapporteurs and working groups concerned and to the Commission on
Human Rights for their consideration;

5. Urges all thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
address as appropriate the consequences of the acts, methods and practices of
terrorist groups in their forthcoming reports to the Commission;

6. Welcomes the decision of the Subcommission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to entrust one of its members with
the task of preparing a working paper on the question of terrorism and human
rights, and in this context invites States that so wish to forward relevant
information to him;

7. Decides  to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-second session as a matter of priority.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]
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1995/44. The protection of human rights in the context of
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS)

The Commission on Human Rights

Recognizing  that the increasing challenges presented by HIV/AIDS require
renewed efforts to ensure universal respect for and observance of human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all, as well as the avoidance of HIV/AIDS-related
discrimination and stigma,

Mindful  that respect for the principle of non-discrimination is the key
to the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms as
recognized in international instruments,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 45/187 of 21 December 1990
and 46/203 of 20 December 1991, Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/86
of 27 July 1990, World Health Assembly resolutions WHA41.24 of 13 May 1988,
WHA43.10 of 16 May 1990, WHA45.35 of 14 May 1992 and WHA46.37 of 14 May 1993,
general recommendation 15 of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women and other relevant resolutions and decisions
adopted by organizations of the United Nations system, as well as by other
competent forums,

Welcomes the Final Declaration of the Paris AIDS Summit, of
1 December 1994, in which the participants pledged to promote and protect the
rights of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,

Also welcomes the progress made in the establishment of a joint and
co-sponsored United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS,

Recalling its resolutions 1992/56 of 3 March 1992, 1993/53 of
9 March 1993 and 1994/49 of 4 March 1994 concerning discrimination against
people with HIV infection or AIDS,

Acknowledging the significant role of the World Health Organization, and
other bodies of the United Nations system, and the major contribution made by
national and international non-governmental organizations, in particular
organizations of people living with HIV/AIDS, and the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, in fighting discrimination against
and advocating the rights of people living with HIV/AIDS,

Noting with appreciation the Rights and Humanity Declaration and Charter
on HIV and AIDS transmitted to the Commission at its forty-eighth session by
the Permanent Mission of the Gambia to the United Nations (E/CN.4/1992/82),

Concerned that lack of full enjoyment of their fundamental rights by
persons suffering from economic, social or legal disadvantage heightens their
vulnerability to the risk of HIV infection,

Noting that, according to a report submitted to the Commission on the

Status of Women at its thirty-third session (E/CN.6/1989/6/Add.1), women are
especially vulnerable to the risk of HIV infection and to the economic and
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social impact of AIDS as a result of their disadvantageous legal, social and
economic status, and concerned at the increasing rate of HIV infection among
women and girls,

Expressing  its grave concern that the continuing exploitation of
children, including child prostitution, poses the risk of transmission of HIV,

Concerned at evidence indicating that groups in society suffering
discrimination in the enjoyment of their fundamental rights, and disadvantage
with respect to their access to education, health care and social services,
are as a result more vulnerable to the risk of infection and to the personal
and social impact of the pandemic,

Alarmed at discriminatory laws and policies and the emergence of new
forms of discriminatory practices which deny people living with HIV/AIDS,
their families and associates, as well as high-risk groups, enjoyment of their
fundamental rights and freedoms,

Concerned that the fear and ignorance surrounding HIV/AIDS are leading to
increased stigmatization of and prejudice against people living with HIV/AIDS
or presumed to be at risk of infection, sometimes resulting in intimidation,
harassment or violence against such individuals, as well as to arbitrary
detention and deportation,

Bearing in_mind that, as recognized by the World Health Assembly in its
resolution WHA45.35, there is no public health rationale for any measures that
limit the rights of the individual, notably measures establishing mandatory
screening,

Stressing that discrimination and stigmatization are counter-productive
to measures to prevent and control HIV/AIDS, and that anti-discrimination
measures form a component part of an effective public health strategy,

Emphasizing  the responsibility of Governments to take measures to counter
social stigmatization of and discrimination against those affected by
HIV/AIDS, and their commitment to strengthen national and international
mechanisms that are concerned with HIV/AIDS-related human rights and ethics,

Recognizing  that HIV transmission can be prevented through informed and
responsible behaviour, and emphasizing the role and responsibility of
individuals, groups and organs of society aimed at promoting, in a spirit of
human solidarity and tolerance, a social environment supportive of the
effective prevention and eradication of the root causes of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic,

Welcoming the report by the Secretary-General on international and
domestic measures taken to protect human rights and prevent discrimination in
the context of HIV/AIDS (E/CN.4/1995/45) and his recommendations therein, but
noting with concern that there is insufficient information about successful
strategies for protecting human rights in the context of HIV/AIDS,

1. Confirms _ that discrimination on the basis of AIDS or HIV status,
actual or presumed, is prohibited by existing international human rights
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standards, and that the term "or other status" in non-discrimination
provisions in international human rights texts can be interpreted to cover
health status, including HIV/AIDS;

2. Calls upon all States to ensure, where necessary, that their laws,
policies and practices, including those introduced in the context of HIV/AIDS,
respect human rights standards, including the right to privacy and integrity
of people living with HIV/AIDS, prohibit HIV/AIDS-related discrimination and
do not have the effect of inhibiting programmes for the prevention of HIV/AIDS
and for the care of persons infected with HIV/AIDS;

3. Also calls upon all States to take all the necessary steps,
including appropriate and speedy redress procedures and the introduction of
protective legislation and appropriate education to combat discrimination,
prejudice and stigma, to ensure the full enjoyment of civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights by people living with HIV/AIDS, their
families and associates, and people presumed to be at risk of infection, with
particular attention to women, children and vulnerable groups, and to address
such concerns within their activities in the context of the United Nations
Year for Tolerance, 1995;

4., Further calls upon all States to strengthen their efforts to
advance the legal, economic and social status of women, children and
vulnerable groups in order to render them less vulnerable to the risk of HIV
infection and to the adverse socio-economic consequences of the AIDS pandemic;

5. Recognizes  the need to protect women and girls from sexual abuse
and violence and calls upon the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography, the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, the Commission on the Status of Women and the Working Group on
Contemporary Forms of Slavery to pay sustained attention to the risk which the
continuing exploitation of children, including child prostitution, poses for
the transmission of HIV;

6. Invites States to involve non-governmental and community-based
organizations and people living with HIV/AIDS in the formulation and
implementation of public policies, including the support of participatory
programmes for prevention, care and social support among vulnerable and
marginalized populations;

7. Calls upon States to take all necessary steps, in particular
appropriate education and information measures, to facilitate informed and
responsible behaviour;

8. Invites the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and other similar bodies to give full attention to
monitoring States parties’ compliance with their commitments under the
relevant human rights instruments regarding the rights of people living with
HIV/AIDS, their families and associates, or people presumed to be at risk of
infection;
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9. Calls _upon the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities to keep the issue of AIDS-related discrimination
under continuous review under all relevant agenda items, as well as within
the work of its relevant working groups and special rapporteurs;

10. Calls upon relevant professional bodies to re-examine their codes
of professional practice with a view to strengthening respect for human rights
and dignity in the context of HIV/AIDS, and calls upon the relevant
authorities to develop training in this regard;

11. Requests the co-sponsors of the joint and co-sponsored
United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS to integrate a strong human rights
compone(t throughout the strategies and work of the future programme;

12. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to consider
appropriate methods by which to keep under continuous review the protection of
human rights in the context of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and to undertake with the
Centre for Human Rights, in cooperation with the joint and co-sponsored
United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS, non-governmental agencies and other
actors in the field, the task of elaborating guidelines on promoting and
protecting respect for human rights in the context of HIV/AIDS, and to reflect
in this regard on the possibility of organizing a second international expert
consultation on human rights and AIDS;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to consult with Governments,
relevant United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations with a view to keeping under review the protection of human
rights in the context of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and to prepare for the
consideration of the Commission at its fifty-second session a progress report
on the development of a human rights component in the joint and co-sponsored
United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS and on the status of the guidelines
mentioned in paragraph 12.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/45. Human rights and unilateral coercive measures

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling the principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970
containing the Declaration on the Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, in particular
its article 32 which declares that no State may use or encourage the use of
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economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce another State in
order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign
rights,

Reaffirming also the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights on
25 June 1993, in particular, part |, paragraph 31 relating to the kind of
measures referred to in the present resolution,

Stressing its resolution 1994/47 of 4 March 1994,

Gravely concerned that the use of unilateral coercive measures adversely
affects the socio-humanitarian activities of developing countries and that, in
some cases, intensification of such measures has taken place recently,
hindering the acquisition of essential goods, and has a negative effect on the
full enjoyment of all human rights,

Taking note  of the report submitted by the Secretary-General pursuant to
its resolution 1994/47 (E/CN.4/1995/43),

1. Calls upon the international community to reject the use by some
countries of unilateral coercive measures which are in clear contradiction
with international law against developing countries with the purpose of
exerting, directly or indirectly, coercion on the sovereign decisions of the
countries subject to those measures;

2. Reaffirms that the implementation of such measures or their
intensification as a means to exercise political, economic or social pressure
against developing countries prevents the full realization of all human rights
by the people subject to those measures, particularly children, women and
elderly people;

3. Requests  all States to refrain from adopting any unilateral
coercive measures which are in clear contradiction with international law and
the Charter of the United Nations and creates obstacles to trade relations
among States and impedes the full realization of the rights set forth in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights
instruments, in particular the right of everyone to a standard of living
adequate for their health and well-being, including food and medical care,
housing and the necessary social services;

4. Rejects  the fact that some countries using their predominant
position in the world economy continue to intensify the adoption of unilateral
coercive measures against developing countries which are in clear
contradiction with international law, such as trade restrictions, blockades,
embargoes, freezing of assets, with the purpose of preventing those countries
from exercising their right fully to determine their political, economic and
social system;

5. Reaffirms the right of peoples to self-determination and to dispose

of their natural wealth and resources without foreign pressure, and that in no
case may a people be deprived of its basic means of subsistence;
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6. Also reaffirms that essential goods, in particular food and
medicines, should not be used as a tool for political pressure;

7. Stresses that the Working Group on the Right to Development
identified the adoption of unilateral coercive measures as one of the
obstacles to the implementation of the Declaration on the Right to
Development;

8. Considers that the adoption or intensification of unilateral
coercive measures constitutes a violation of the human rights of peoples;

9. Requests  the Secretary-General to submit, in consultation with
Governments and specialized agencies, as well as with intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, a report to the Commission on Human Rights at
its fifty-second session on the coercive measures unilaterally implemented
against developing countries hindering the full realization of all rights set
forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international
human rights instruments, in particular the right of peoples to a minimum
standard of living and development;

10. Decides to consider this issue, as a matter of high priority, at
its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 24 votes to 17, with
12 abstentions. See chap. Xl.]

1995/46. Regional arrangements for the promotion
and protection of human rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/127 of 16 December 1977 and all
subsequent resolutions of the Assembly concerning regional arrangements for
the promotion and protection of human rights, including resolution 49/189 of
23 December 1994,

Recalling its resolution 1993/51 of 9 March 1993, in which it requested
the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its fifty-first session a
report on the state of regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights and to include therein the result of action taken in pursuance
of the resolution,

Recalling its resolutions concerning advisory services in the field of
human rights, including its most recent resolution on that subject, 1994/69 of
9 March 1994,

Reaffirming that regional arrangements play a fundamental role in
promoting and protecting human rights and should reinforce universal human
rights standards, as contained in international human rights instruments, and
their protection,
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Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,

Recalling that the World Conference on Human Rights reiterated the need
to consider the possibility of establishing regional and subregional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights where they do
not already exist,

Recalling also that it recommended that more resources should be made
available for the strengthening or the establishment of regional arrangements
for the promotion and protection of human rights under the programmes of
advisory services and technical assistance of the Centre for Human Rights,

Noting the progress achieved so far in the promotion and protection of
human rights at the regional level under the auspices of the United Nations,
the specialized agencies and the regional intergovernmental organizations,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on regional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights
(E/CN.4/1995/51),

1. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General;

2. Welcomes the efforts of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to
strengthen cooperation with all regional organizations and to initiate a
dialogue with States and non-governmental organizations in order to develop or
establish regional arrangements in the field of human rights;

3. Also welcomes  the participation of the High Commissioner in the
tripartite meeting of the Council of Europe, the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and Geneva-based United Nations programmes, held on
1 September 1994,

4. Further welcomes the continuing cooperation and assistance of the
Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations Secretariat in further
strengthening the existing regional arrangements and regional machinery for
the promotion and protection of human rights;

5. Welcomes in that respect the close cooperation given by the Centre
for Human Rights in the organization of regional and subregional training
courses and workshops in the field of human rights, aimed at creating greater
understanding for the promotion and protection of human rights issues in the
regions and at improving procedures;

6. Endorses  the efforts of the Centre for Human Rights to enhance
cooperation between the United Nations and regional and national institutions,
particularly with regard to advisory services and technical assistance, public
information and education in the field of human rights;

7. Stresses the importance of the programme of advisory services and
technical assistance in the field of human rights of the Centre, and renews
its appeal to all Governments to consider making use of the possibilities
offered by the United Nations, under this programme, of organizing information
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and/or training courses at the national level for government personnel on the
application of international human rights standards and the experience of
relevant international bodies;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General, as foreseen in the medium-term plan
for the period 1992-1997, to continue to strengthen exchanges between the
United Nations and regional intergovernmental organizations dealing with human
rights;

9. Invites States in areas where regional arrangements in the field of
human rights do not yet exist to consider concluding arrangements with a view
to the establishment within their respective regions of suitable regional
machinery for the promotion and protection of human rights;

10.  Invites the treaty bodies of the major international human rights
instruments to explore ways to increase the exchange of information and
cooperation with regional human rights mechanisms;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its
fifty-third session, a report on the state of regional arrangements for the
promotion and protection of human rights, to formulate concrete proposals and
recommendations on the ways and means to strengthen the cooperation between
the United Nations and regional arrangements in the field of human rights and
to include the results of action taken in pursuance of the present resolution;

12. Decides to consider the question further at its fifty-third session
under the agenda item entitled "Further promotion and encouragement of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, including the question of the programme and
methods of work of the Commission".

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/47. Decade for Human Rights Education

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the fundamental and universal principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Reaffirming article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in
accordance with which education shall be directed to the full development of
the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms,

Recalling the provisions of other international human rights instruments,
such as those of article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, that reflect the aims of the aforementioned article,
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Convinced that human rights education, both formal and non-formal, should
involve more than the provision of information and should constitute a
comprehensive life-long process by which people at all levels of development
and in all strata of society learn respect for the dignity of others and the
means and methods of ensuring that respect in all societies,

Convinced also that human rights education contributes to a concept of
development consistent with the dignity of women and men of all ages which
takes into account the diverse segments of society, such as children,
indigenous people, minorities and disabled persons,

Noting that human rights education is one of the six major elements of
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the
World Conference on Human Rights in June 1993,

Bearing in_mind the report of the Secretary-General on human rights
education, submitted to the General Assembly in accordance with the
request contained in Assembly resolution 48/127 of 21 December 1993
(AJ49/261 and Add.1),

Considering General Assembly resolution 49/184 of 23 December 1994, in
which the Assembly proclaimed the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 1995
the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education and welcomed the Plan of
Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004, as
contained in the report of the Secretary-General,

Believing that human rights education is a key element in helping each
woman, man and child to realize their full human potential and to make them
aware of all their human rights,

Believing also that human rights education constitutes an important
vehicle for the elimination of gender-based discrimination and ensuring equal
opportunities through the promotion and protection of the human rights of
women,

Recalling that it is the responsibility of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights to coordinate relevant United Nations education and public
information programmes in the field of human rights, and also to coordinate
the implementation of the Plan of Action,

Taking note  of the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to
the General Assembly, in which he declared that human rights education was
essential for encouragement of harmonious intercommunity relations, for mutual
tolerance and understanding and finally for peace (A/49/36, para. 94),

1. Calls upon all Governments to contribute, in cooperation with
non-governmental organizations, educators and the media, to the implementation
of the Plan of Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Rights
Education, 1995-2004 and in particular to consider, in accordance with
national conditions, the establishment of a national focal point for human
rights education, the development and implementation of an action-oriented
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national plan for human rights education and the creation of a national
resource and training centre for human rights education, as foreseen in the
Plan of Action;

2. Invites Governments to transmit to the High Commissioner for Human
Rights comments with a view to supplementing the Plan of Action, and requests
the High Commissioner to submit to the Commission at its fifty-second session
his proposals for supplementing the Plan of Action, taking into account the
views submitted by Governments;

3. Requests  the High Commissioner to coordinate the implementation of
the Plan of Action and to carry out the other tasks enumerated therein;

4. Also requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights, with the
assistance of the Centre for Human Rights and in cooperation with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to carry out
the survey of human rights education and prepare the preliminary report
provided for in the Plan of Action as soon as possible and to convene, at the
appropriate time, the international planning conference for the Decade;

5. Requests  the Centre for Human Rights, in cooperation with Member
States, human rights treaty-monitoring bodies, other appropriate bodies and
competent non-governmental organizations, to support efforts by the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in the implementation of the Plan of Action;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to consider the possibility of
establishing a voluntary fund within the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights to be used in the implementation of the Plan of Action of the
Decade for Human Rights Education with special emphasis on support for the
human rights education activities of non-governmental organizations;

7. Requests  the existing human rights monitoring bodies to place
emphasis on the implementation by Member States of their international
obligation to promote human rights education;

8. Invites all relevant specialized agencies, in particular the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
International Labour Organization, and United Nations programmes, especially
the United Nations Children’s Fund, to contribute, within their respective
spheres of competence, to the implementation of the Decade for Human Rights
Education;

9. Calls upon international, regional and national non-governmental
organizations, in particular those concerned with women, labour, development
and the environment, as well as all other social justice groups, human rights
advocates, educators, religious organizations and the media, to increase their
involvement in formal and non-formal education in human rights and to
cooperate with the Centre for Human Rights in implementing the Plan of Action;
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10. Decides to consider the question of human rights education under
item 11 of its agenda, beginning with its fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/48. Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolutions 41/153 of
4 December 1986, 43/140 of 8 December 1988 and 45/168 of 18 December 1990,
affrmed the value of regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region,

Recalling also its own resolutions 1988/73 of 10 March 1988, 1989/50 of
7 March 1989, 1990/71 of 7 March 1990, 1991/28 of 5 March 1991, 1992/40 of
28 February 1992, 1993/57 of 9 March 1993 and 1994/48 of 4 March 1994,

Recalling further that the World Conference on Human Rights, in the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23), emphasized that
regional arrangements played a fundamental role in promoting and protecting
human rights,

Taking note  of resolution 45/2 adopted by the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific on 5 April 1989,

Bearing in_mind that intergovernmental arrangements for the promotion and
protection of human rights have been established in other regions,

Welcoming the holding of the Colloquium on Human Rights in Manila on 16
and 17 January 1994, the first in a series of workshops to be organized by the
ASEAN Institute of Strategic and International Studies, intended, inter alia .
to facilitate the process of developing a subregional human rights body for
the promotion and protection of human rights in the ASEAN countries, in
fulfilment of the decision of the Association to consider the establishment of
an appropriate mechanism on human rights,

Recognizing  the valuable contribution that independent national
institutions can make in the field of human rights to the concept of regional
arrangements,

Recognizing  also that non-governmental organizations involved in the
field of human rights have an important role to play in this process,

Recalling the contribution made by the third Workshop for the Asia and
Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues held in Seoul from 18 to 20 July 1994,
particularly its Chairman’s concluding remarks,
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Recalling also that the accomplishments of the 1994 Seoul Workshop were
built upon the consensus achieved at the 1993 Jakarta Workshop,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1995/44) and
the progress achieved in the implementation of Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1994/48 of 4 March 1994;

2. Encourages  all States members and associate members of the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and other parties to make full
use of the depository centre of that Commission, and requests the
Secretary-General to maintain a continuing flow of human rights materials to
its library;

3. Welcomes the regional workshops on various human rights issues
which have been held in the Asian and Pacific region, starting with the
Workshop for the Asia and Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues held in
Manila from 7 to 11 May 1990, the Workshop held in Jakarta from 26 to
28 January 1993, and the Workshop held in Seoul from 18 to 20 July 1994, which
focused, inter_ alia , on national institutions and regional arrangements for
the promotion and protection of human rights;

4, Also welcomes the establishment of national commissions for human
rights by the Governments of India and Indonesia;

5. Further welcomes the decisions concerning and the preparatory steps
taken towards the establishment of national institutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights by the Governments of Nepal, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka and Thailand,;

6. Endorses  the substantive conclusions of the Workshop for the Asia
and Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues held in Seoul contained in its
Chairman’s concluding remarks, inter alia , that such workshops should be
organized regularly, as proposed by the Government of the Republic of Korea,
and if possible annually, with a view to facilitating the exchange of ideas
and information regarding matters of common interest in the field of human
rights in the Asian and Pacific region;

7. Requests  the Secretary-General to facilitate the realization of
that activity under the regular budget for advisory services and technical
assistance;

8. Notes that Asian and Pacific countries have developed a number of
models of national institutions in accordance with their own national
conditions;

9. Appeals  to all Governments in the Asian and Pacific region to
consider making use of the facilities offered by the United Nations to
organize, under the programme of advisory services and technical assistance
for the promotion and protection of human rights, information and/or training
courses at the national or regional level for appropriate government personnel
on the application of international human rights standards and the experience
of relevant national and international organs;
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10. Requests the Secretary-General to give adequate attention to the
countries in the Asian and Pacific region by allocating more resources from
existing United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to benefit
from all the activities under the programme of advisory services and technical
assistance in the field of human rights;

11. Calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to provide specific
information on programmes available under the Voluntary Fund for Technical
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights, to facilitate better access to and
fuller utilizations of those programmes by all countries in the Asian and
Pacific region;

12. Encourages  States in the Asian and Pacific region to request
assistance for such purposes as regional and subregional workshops, seminars
and information exchanges designed to strengthen regional cooperation for the
promotion and protection of human rights;

13. Also encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to
consider ratifying and acceding to international human rights instruments
adopted within the framework of the United Nations system, with the aim of
universal acceptance;

14.  Further encourages all States and regional and subregional
organizations in the Asian and Pacific region to develop programmes for human
rights education in that region;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-second session a further report incorporating information on the
progress achieved in the implementation of the present resolution;

16. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-second session under the agenda item entitled "Further promotion and
encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the question
of the programme and methods of work of the Commission".

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/49. Development of public information activities in the field
of human rights, including the World Public Information
Campaign for Human Rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Reaffirming that activities to improve public knowledge in the field of
human rights are essential to the fulfilment of the principles and purposes of
the United Nations set out in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the
United Nations, and that carefully designed programmes of teaching, education
and information are essential to the achievement of lasting respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,
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Recalling previous General Assembly and its own resolutions on this
subject,

Recognizing  the significant effect of United Nations initiatives on
public information activities in the field of human rights,

Taking note of the valuable role that non-governmental organizations can
play in this endeavour,

Believing that the World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights is
a valuable complement to the activities of the United Nations aimed at the
further promotion and protection of human rights, and recalling the importance
attached by the World Conference on Human Rights to strengthening the World
Campaign,

1. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General on the
development of public information activities in the field of human rights,
including the World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights
(E/CN.4/1995/46 and Add.l);

2. Appreciates the measures taken by the Department of Public
Information and the Centre for Human Rights to ensure the further production
and effective dissemination of human rights information materials in regional
and local languages, in cooperation with regional, national and local
organizations, as well as with Governments, in particular as a component of
the technical assistance projects of the Centre for Human Rights, and
encourages the Secretary-General to ensure the widest possible dissemination
of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and of information on its
follow-up activities;

3. Urges the Centre for Human Rights, in cooperation with the
Department of Public Information, to finalize its comprehensive review of the
programme of information and publications in the field of human rights,
including the elaboration of a new information strategy and to make an
assessment of the effectiveness of this programme, and to present a detailed
report on this issue for the consideration of the Commission at its
fifty-third session;

4. Encourages  the Centre to continue the development of training
courses and materials, including targeted training manuals for professional
audiences, as described in the report of the Secretary-General;

5. Takes note  of the efforts of the Department of Public Information
with respect to computer-accessible information on all aspects of human rights
and of the Centre for Human Rights to establish a database for the promotion
of all aspects of human rights;

6. Urges the Department of Public Information, in cooperation with the
Centre for Human Rights, to utilize more fully and effectively United Nations
information centres for the purpose of timely dissemination, within their
designated areas of activity, of basic information and reference materials on
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the reports of States parties
to treaty-monitoring bodies, and, to this end, to ensure that United Nations
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information centres are supplied with adequate quantities of those materials,
both in the official languages of the United Nations and in the relevant
national languages;

7. Urges the Department of Public Information to make full use of
resources available for this purpose to produce factual information materials
on all aspects of human rights in all regions;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General to take advantage as much as
possible of the collaboration of non-governmental organizations in the
implementation of the World Public Information Campaign, including in the
dissemination of human rights materials;

9. Encourages  all Member States to make special efforts to provide,
facilitate and promote publicity for the activities of the United Nations in
the field of human rights, to accord priority to the dissemination in their
respective national and local languages of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other international
instruments and to provide information and education on the practical ways in
which the rights and freedoms enjoyed under these instruments can be
exercised;

10. Supports _ the recommendation contained in the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23) adopted by the World Conference on Human
Rights that Member States develop specific programmes and strategies for
ensuring the widest human rights education and the dissemination of public
information, taking particular account of the human rights needs of women, and
encourages Member States, in drawing up national action plans for the
promotion and protection of human rights, to include broad-based education and
public information programmes on human rights;

11. Calls upon the High Commissioner for Human Rights to coordinate and
harmonize human rights information strategies within the United Nations
system;

12. Requests the High Commissioner for Human Rights to ensure close
cooperation between the Centre for Human Rights and the Department of Public
Information in the implementation of the aims established for the World Public
Information Campaign for Human Rights and coordination with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization regarding education for
human rights, taking into account the launching by the United Nations
General Assembly of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to consider making available
adequate resources from within the regular budget of the United Nations in
order to allow the Centre to implement fully its publications programme, as
part of his efforts towards strengthening the Centre for Human Rights,
implementing the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and supporting the
High Commissioner for Human Rights in his coordinating role;

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at
its fifty-third session, a report on public information activities, with
special emphasis on the activities of the World Public Information Campaign
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for Human Rights, including information on expenditures incurred in the
biennium 1994-1995 and those envisaged for future activities and other
guestions raised in the present resolution;

15. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the agenda item entitled "Further promotion and
encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the question
of the programme and methods of work of the Commission.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/50. National institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Recalling relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and its own
relevant resolutions concerning national institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights, notably Assembly resolution 48/134 of
20 December 1993 and Commission on Human Rights resolution 1994/54 of
4 March 1994,

Stressing the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the International Covenants on Human Rights and other international
instruments for promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms,

Affirming that priority should be accorded to the development of
appropriate arrangements to ensure the effective implementation of
international human rights instruments,

Convinced of the important role national institutions play in promoting
and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms and in developing and
enhancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms,

Recognizing  that the United Nations has played and should continue to
play an important role in assisting the development of national institutions,

Recalling that, in General Assembly resolution 48/134, the Assembly
welcomed the Principles relating to the status of national institutions,
annexed to that resolution,

Welcoming the growing interest shown worldwide in the creation and
strengthening of independent and pluralistic national institutions expressed
during the regional preparatory meetings for he World Conference on Human
Rights and at the Conference itself, held in Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993,
as well as at the various international meetings of national institutions for
the promotion and protection of human rights held since 1991,
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Welcoming also  the decision, announced recently by several States, to
establish, or consider establishing, independent national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23),
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, in which was reaffirmed the
important constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights, in particular in their advisory capacity to
the competent authorities, their role in remedying human rights violations,
and in the dissemination of human rights information and education concerning
human rights,

Noting in particular that the World Conference urged Governments to
strengthen national institutions which play a role in promoting and
safeguarding human rights,

Recalling that, at the World Conference on Human Rights, representatives
of national institutions which attended as observers played a positive and
constructive role in the deliberations of the Conference,

Noting with satisfaction the constructive participation of
representatives of a number of national institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights in international seminars and workshops organized
or sponsored by the United Nations and its Member States and in other
United Nations activities,

1. Reaffirms the importance of the development of effective,
independent and pluralistic national institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights in keeping with the Principles relating to the
status of national institutions annexed to General Assembly resolution 48/134
of 20 December 1993;

2. Encourages  all Member States to take appropriate steps to promote
the exchange, including by national institutions, of information and
experience concerning the establishment and operation of such national
institutions;

3. Also _encourages Member States to establish or, where they already
exist, to strengthen national institutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights, as outlined in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,
and, where appropriate, to incorporate those elements in national development
plans or in their preparation of national action plans;

4. Emphasizes  in this regard the need to disseminate the Principles
relating to the status of national institutions, annexed to General Assembly
resolution 48/134, as widely as possible, and calls upon the Secretary-General
to undertake this task;

5. Affirms the role of national institutions, where they exist, as

appropriate agencies for the dissemination of human rights materials and other
public information activities under the auspices of the United Nations;
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6. Welcomes the proposal to convene the third International Workshop
of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in
Manila from 18 to 21 April 1995;

7. Requests  the Secretary-General to give a high priority to requests
from Member States for assistance in the establishment and strengthening of
national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights as part
of the programme of advisory services and technical assistance in the field of
human rights;

8. Takes note  of the role of the Coordinating Committee created by
national institutions at the second International Workshop on National
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, held in Tunis
from 13 to 17 December 1993, in close cooperation with the Centre for Human
Rights, to assist Governments and institutions, when requested, to follow up
on relevant resolutions and recommendations concerning the strengthening of
national institutions and to hold meetings under the auspices of and in
cooperation with the Centre for Human Rights;

9. Requests  the Secretary-General to take measures to ensure that
national institutions are informed effectively, including through diplomatic
channels, about the activities of the Centre for Human Rights involving
national institutions;

10. Requests the Centre for Human Rights, with the assistance of
national institutions and their Coordinating Committee, to provide technical
assistance for States wishing to establish or strengthen their national
institutions and to organize training programmes for national institutions
which request them, and invites Governments to contribute additional funds to
the Voluntary Fund for the Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights
for these purposes;

11. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General concerning
possible forms of participation by national institutions in United Nations
meetings dealing with human rights (E/CN.4/1995/48);

12. Notes the importance of finding an appropriate form of
participation by national institutions in relevant United Nations meetings
dealing with human rights;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States which have
not yet done so to inform him of their views concerning possible forms of
participation by national institutions in United Nations meetings dealing with
human rights, and invites the Secretary-General to include this information in
his report to the Commission at its fifty-second session;

14. Recognizes  the important and constructive role that
non-governmental organizations may play, in cooperation with national
institutions, for the better promotion and protection of human rights;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Commission at its
fifty-second session on the implementation of the present resolution;
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16. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its
fifty-second session.

53rd meeting

3 March 1995

[Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl.]

1995/51. Assistance to Guatemala in the field of human rights

The Commission on Human Rights

Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on
Human Rights,

Reiterating that the Governments of all Member States have an obligation
to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, even under
exceptional circumstances,

Recalling its resolution 1994/58 of 4 March 1994,

Taking into account Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities resolution 1994/23 of 25 August 1994,

Having considered the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the question
of torture (E/CN.4/1995/34), the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances (E/CN.4/1995/36) and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions (E/CN.4/1995/61 and Add.l),

Having considered also the report of the independent expert,
Mrs. Monica Pinto (E/CN.4/1995/15), and studied the conclusions and
recommendations contained therein,

Taking into account the fact that the continuation of the internal armed
conflict is a factor affecting the human rights situation in Guatemala,

Taking note  of the legal and institutional reforms introduced by the
Government with a view to combating impunity and guaranteeing full enjoyment
of human rights and fundamental freedoms for everyone in Guatemala,

Concerned nevertheless by the fact that, despite those reforms, there
continue to be serious human rights violations in Guatemala, attributed mainly
to members of the armed forces and security forces and to the so-called
voluntary civil self-defence committees,

Concerned also by the fact that situations of impunity continue to exist
and that, in cases of human rights violations, there has not been sufficient
progress in the investigations and/or judicial proceedings,

Regretting the human rights violations, marginalization and centuries-old
discrimination that have been suffered by the indigenous populations in
Guatemala,
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Considering that the economic and social situation continues to have
serious consequences for the great majority of the population, particularly
for the indigenous populations and the most vulnerable sectors of Guatemalan
society, such as displaced persons, elderly persons, women and children,

Taking note  of the establishment of the Guatemalan Indigenous Development
Fund with the aim of supporting and reinforcing the process of human
development of the indigenous populations,

Taking note with satisfaction of the Framework Agreement for the
resumption of the peace negotiations between the Government of Guatemala and
the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, signed in Mexico City on
10 January 1994, and of the other agreements reached within the process of
peace negotiations, particularly the Comprehensive Agreement on Human Rights
signed in Mexico City on 29 March 1994, the Agreement on Resettlement of the
Population Groups Uprooted by the Armed Conflict, signed in Oslo on
17 June 1994, and the Agreement on the Establishment of the Commission to
Clarify Past Human Rights Violations and Acts of Violence that Have Caused the
Guatemalan Population to Suffer, signed in Oslo on 23 June 1994,

Recognizing  the importance of the establishment, on 21 November 1994, of
the United Nations Mission for the Verification of Human Rights and of
Compliance with the Commitments of the Comprehensive Agreement on Human Rights
in Guatemala (MINUGUA), in accordance with General Assembly resolution 48/267
of 19 September 1994,

Taking note  of the establishment of the Technical Commission provided for
in the Agreement on Resettlement of the Population Groups Uprooted by the
Armed Conflict, in which representatives of the groups affected participate,
and of the resettlement of some groups of internally displaced persons that
has already taken place,

Taking note also of the continuation of the process of voluntary return
of refugees initiated in 1993,

Concerned by the suspension of the peace negotiations between the
Government of Guatemala and the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca,
which has induced the Secretary-General of the United Nations to urge a
resumption of the process and a prompt cease-fire and to submit proposals to
that end,

Expressing the hope that the will shown by the Government and by the
Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca will lead to the reactivation of
the process, the signing of agreements on all pending subjects, a prompt end
to the internal armed conflict and the establishment of a firm and lasting
peace,

Recognizing  the importance of the role played by the representative of
the Secretary-General as moderator in these negotiations, of the participation
of the Group of Friendly Countries composed of Colombia, Mexico, Norway,
Spain, the United States of America and Venezuela, and of the valuable
contributions of the Civil-Society Assembly, on the terms established in the
Framework Agreement,
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Considering that it is necessary for the international community to
continue to keep the human rights situation in Guatemala under review and to
provide advisory services in the field of human rights, as well as technical
and financial assistance, with the aim of promoting full respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms and supporting the efforts of the Government
and people of Guatemala to that end,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the independent
expert (E/CN.4/1995/15) and the conclusions and recommendations contained
therein;

2. Expresses its gratitude to the Government of Guatemala for the
facilities and cooperation afforded to the independent expert in the
fulfilment of her mandate;

3. Recognizes  the efforts made by the Government of Guatemala and
encourages it to apply the necessary urgent measures to consolidate democratic
institutions and to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms,
taking into account the recommendations of the independent expert and the
contributions of MINUGUA;

4. Regrets  that, notwithstanding these efforts, serious violations of
human rights persist, particularly violations of the right to life and threats
and intimidation against the physical integrity of individuals;

5. Urges both parties to respect the applicable rules of international
humanitarian law in the internal armed conflict and to refrain from any
activities that may endanger the rights of the great majority of Guatemalans
who are not involved in this conflict and affect the physical security of the
civilian population and that of their property;

6. Exhorts  the Government of Guatemala to continue to adopt and apply
the necessary legal and political measures to strengthen the independence of
the judiciary and respect for its decisions;

7. Also exhorts the Government of Guatemala to intensify
investigations enabling all those responsible for violations of human rights
to be identified and brought to justice, to provide compensation for the
victims of such violations within a legal framework, to ensure that the
judicial system can operate with due protection being afforded to judges,
investigators, witnesses and relatives of victims, and to facilitate the
activities o