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B. MEMBERSHIP, MEETINGS, ORGANIZATION

1. [Establishment of the Commitise

The ad hoc Committee was established by Resolution No, 209 (VIII)
of the Economic and Social Council adopted on 2 March 1949 (E/1220).
2, Meetings

The Committee held 18 meetings, from 7 to 21 June 1949.
(B/AC.30/8R.1-14, ) ‘

3. Members of the Committee and their Representatives

Members of the Committee Representatives
Brasil Mr. Antonie Hovalss
Denmerk " Mr. Henrik Zytphen-Adeler
France Mr., Hubert Possé
Lebanon Mr, Jamil Mikaoui
Mr, Albert Naasif, Alternate
Poland Mr. Jacek Rudginski
United States of Ameriea Mr, H. Graham Morison

Mr. U. Bonnell RFhillips, Adviser

Union of Soviet Soaialist Mr, A. Koulagenkov
Republics Mr, Kalougin, Adviser

L. Speelalized Agencies and Nen-Govermmental Organizations

The International Refugee Organigation was represented at the
Committee and participated in the discussions.
The following non~governmental organizations, with consultative
status, weré also represented and presented statements:
Consultative Council of Jewish Organiszations
International Social Service
World Jewish Congress

5. Seoretariat
The Secretary-General was represented by Mr, Oscar Schachter, Deputy
Director of the General Legal Division. Mr. Karl E, Lachmann acted as

Secretary of the Committes and Mr, George M. Szabad served as Special

Consultant,
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6. Election of Officers

The followling Officers were elected:
Chadrman: Mr, Jamil Mikaoul (Lebanon}
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Hubert Posse (France)

7. Adeption of th- Report

The Committee adopted the following Report by & voié ef 5 in fawveur,
2 against and 1o abstentions (E/iC.30/5R,18).

C. TERMS CF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE

On August 24, 1948 the Economic and Social Council édopted
kesoluticn No. 158 (VII) in'which 1t recognized the urgency and importance
of solving the legal difficulties arising from the dilsappearance of
numerous victims of war»and persecution, expressed the view that thess
difficulties might best be solved Yy an intemational Conventlon, and
requested the Secretary-General (i) to prepar:, in collaboration with the
International R "ugee Organization and other competent orgaiizations,

a preliminary draft convention on the subject; (11) to submit this
convention to Member Governments for comment, and (1ii) to submit it,
along with the corments received from the govermments, to the Council at
its Eighth Session %in order to enable the Council to take such action as
may be appropriate, with a view to definitive action on this matter by
the Ceneral Asscmbly at its fourth regular session'..

In accordance with the request of the Council embodied in the abbve
resolution, the Secretnry-General prepared & Draft Convention on
Declaration of Death of Missing Persons and submittod it to the verious
. governments for comment on Oztober 26, 1948 (document E/1071).

On March 2, 1949 the Zcenomic and Social Council, at its Eighth
Session, adopted Resolutioa No, 209 (VIII) in which it noted the Draft

Convention, requested Member Governments which had not yct submitted
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corments to do so at the earliest\possible date and, noting that the
questions raised by the Draft Convention had a complex legal character,
established an ad hoc committee composcd of pefsons ngpecially versed
in this matter" to te nominated by, and represent, the fcllowing seven
Member Governments: DBrazil, Denmark; France, Lebanon, Poland, United
States cf America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
By the terms of this resoluticn, the Committee was instructed by
the Council
"1, To examine if the purpose of Council Resolution 158 (VII)
may be met by cther procecures than by the cenclusion of a
single internaticnal convention;
2. To study the draft Convention prepared by the Secretapy-
General, with the comments of governments and of the International
Refugee Crpanization, and thereafter to prepare a draft, or if
neceésary, any cther proposals in case the drafting of a convention
is not practicable; and
3.' To place such draft Convention or any other proposals before

the Council at its Ninth Session if feasgible,"

The Committee met at Geneva betwecn June 7 and June 2L. It held
18 sessions and examined a l;rge'number of comments; proposed amendments
and suggestions submitted by governrunts (see documents E/1071 Add. 2,
E/1071 Add. 3, E/107L Add. 4, E/AC.30/1, E/AC.30/2, E/iC.30/k, E/AC.30/7,
E/AC.30/10, E/AC.30/i1l, E/iC.30/12, E/AC.30/15, B/AC.30/16, E/AC.30/27 anc
E/AC.30/Lk4), the International Refugee Organization (see documents é/107;j
Add, 1, E/AC.30/5 and E/AC,30/1:) =nd Neu-Governmental Organizations (sé&
documents E/AC.30/3 and E/AC.30/13).

 On the basis of its deliberations, the Committee decided by a vote

of 5 to 2 to transmit to the Council at its Ninth Session a proposed
Convention on Declaration of Death of Missing Persons, which is submitted

herewith as Part H c¢f this report.
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D, COHSIDERATICH OF TIERNS (OF REFERENCE

1, Pogmibilite of Meooting the Purpcsss of Cowneil Resolution 158 (VII)
by Obnor Procedusas than by the Conclusion of a Sinsle Inter-
nabtienal Cenveas

5
:’f'ala

The information submitted to the Committes by the Governments, the
Internaticnal Refugee Crganization and the interested Non-Governmental
Orgenisatione indleates that the laws of the various countries affected
by the problea do nof provide wniformly a simple and rapid procedure in
eapes where doath cannot be establiched by ordinary means, In many such
cages thore 1s ne authority which can, in the absence of a formal death
certificate, adjudicate or deslare the person's death, Even where a
competent autheority exlstoe, procf of the fact of death before such
authority may be diffieult or costly because of its geographic remcteness
frem the surviving relative or for other reasons, Moreover, even when a
declaratiocn of death is obtained, many diffieulties stand in the way of
ito being .reaognimd in other States where it may have to be presented
for the purpose ‘of ob%aining the distribution of property or of clarifying
the pergcnal gtatus of the epplicent, The lack of uniform rules in the
various national laws further leads to confliets in the handling of the
sams matters by tribunale of differsnt countrdes,

The problem caused by the mzss disappearance of wictims of war and
peroesution affects a number of the Members of the United Nations., It
is clearly an international problem and must he volved through intemational
action, Beforo reaching the conclusion that sueh action can be achieved
most effectivoly, if not solely, through the adoption of an international
convention, the Cormdttes, in accordance with the Council resolution
oreating it (Resclution No., 209 (VIII) ), considered varicu. other
precedures which might copgeivably solve the problem. Its views on these

procedures follow.
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(2) Internal Legislation
In theory, of course, the difficulties resulting from the present

situation could be removed if all of the States concerned amended their
laws to £i11 existing gaps and to bring their respective legislaticns on
these points in close conformity with each other. 4s a practical matter,
however, it is unlikely that States would amend their internal legislation
alceng parallel lines without simultaneously obtaining assurance of
reciprocal treatment in other States, Such co-ordinated action on the
part of legislatures cf numerous countries appears wholly unlikely, and
certainly is not practicable in any foreseeable time. Thus, this
solution eannot ‘meet the objectives expressed by the Council which
recognized the urgency of the problem in the light of the tremendcus
suffering already caused to the survivors of war and persecrticn.

Even if uniform revision of internal legislation were feasible, such
revision, to achieve the ends of the Council, would involve the eame
problems as the promulgation of an intemational Convention and at the
same time would be far slower and more cumbersome.

(v) Bilateral Treaties

Substantially the same considerations as expressed in connection
with the possibility of revising internal legislation apply to the
possible solution of the problenm through tilateral treaties. The
adoption of a complete network cf such treaties, which would have to be
consisteﬁt with each other, would raise many more difficulties and be far
less feasible than the enactment of a single convention, to be accepted
by the various governments affected.

(c) Dissemination of Infermation Concerning Disvlaced Persons

A minority of the Committee wac of the view that the problem can be

handled by internal legislation if implemented by the dissemination of

full and accurate infcrmation tc the States which suffered enemy occupatien
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missing persons, the Committee doer mot intend that the Convention should
be applied only in the continents menticned. On the contrary, it is
considered of particular importance that the Convention be given effect
in other areia as Qell, sinee the survivors or assets cf the missing
persons may be located in these other areas,

(e) Basis for Declaring a Missing Person Dead under the Convention

It may be noted that the draft of the Convention submitted by the
Secretariat has been revised (i) to make the requirement of a reasonable
ground to infer that the disappearance waé due to death caused by war or
persecution an affirmagive rather than a negative one, (ii) to limit the
scope of the Convention to residents of the continents which were the
areas of actual warfare and persecution, and (iii) to increase from three
to five years the period which must elapse lrom the last known cate when
the person was probably alive. In addition, the Committee revised the
propeosed draft of the Seeretariat by (iv) dnserting a proviso in article 3
expressly requiring that a publie notice be given reasonably designed to'
afford the alleged decedent an cpportunity to appear if he is alive.

A1l of these revisions were made for the pufpose of providing substantial
safeguards against the issuance of declarations of death on what might
ctherwise be an inadequate basis in faet if not in law,

(d) Limitation of Tribunals Issuing Declarations of Death and of
Applicants seeking them.

While the Committee deemed it desirable to retain the chelce of
tribunals contemplated by the draft submitted by the Secretariat, the
right to proceed in the place of residence of the applicant was limitad
to close relatives, namely, parents, issue, brothers, sisters or spcuses,
and the term "tribunal" was expressly limited to those authcrities
empowered to adjudicate the fact of death under the governing local low,
Likewise it was deemed advisable to define the personc having a legal

interest sufficient to institute a proceeding in order to avoid any
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Among the functions of the Bureau will be the receipt and trapsmissiwﬁ
of relevent information on applications for declarations of death, noti-
fication of tribunals in which applications are filed for declafations
already sought elsewhere, and the receipt and transmission of communi-
cations concerning decisions on the varicus applications. In this
connection, it was deemed desirable to amend the draft submitted by the
Secretariat by requiring that the Bureau notify close relatives of the
miseing perscn of the decision on an application to declare him dead.

(g) Formal T'rovisions; Signature or icceptance with Reservations

The provisions of the Conven@ion on signatures and acceptance, entry
into force, parties, notifications by the Secretary-General, duraticn,
disputes and registration are self~explanatory and in the main feilew
gimilar provisions of other internaticnal conventions concluded under the
auspices of the united Nations, The Committee also decided to inclute =
Special article 'dealing with the subject of reservations in order to
fagilitate adherence by States which for reasons of domestic léw are unable
to corply strictly with all of the provisions of the Convention. This
article provides that the Secretary-General shall, in the first instance,
decide whether or not reservations shall be accepted, but that his
decision may be overfuled if a majority of the contracting parties disagree
with his determination. This procedure would not, however, apply to
raeservations which would limit, or be inconsistent with, those previsions
deamed essential, as for example, the articles dealing with the effect and
recognition of declarations, the Intcrnational Bureau and the territorial
effect. dccerdingly, reservations to these essential articles, (i.e,
articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12) could be effectively made only if they

are accepted winanimouely vy the contracting parties,
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E., RECOMMENDATION FOR EARLY ACTION

The second Werld War ended almost four yeaps ago, It is a matter
of common and tragifs knowledge that during it millions of human beings
were killed by mass bombings or were depcrted from their homes and
exterminated under ci..umstances making accurate identification dif’
or impossible. Many of those who disappeared must now be proved to ave
dled, in order that thelr property may be disposed of, or to enable t. ir
surviving spouses to remarry or their orphans to be adepted. The problem
is made particularly acute by the destitute condition cof many or most of
the survivors of such missing persons, For many of these survivors the
aBiliQy t0 establish their relatives! death and thus to validate their
claims ag helrs, to recover identifiable possessicns cenfiscated from
the missing persons, or to claim damages under restitution laws, is a matter
of dire necessity,

The urgency of the problem has been recognized by the Council in its
resclutions directing the Secretary-General te prepare a draft Convention
and gubsequently appointing this Committee. Having studied this problem,
the Committee is firmly of the opinion that it is of utmost impoftance and
urgency, and accordingly it respectfully recommends early action by the

Council on the proposed Convention submitted herewith,

F, TEXT PR%P.LRED BY THE DELEGATION OF U,3,S.R.
AS AMENDMENT TO PART D (1) OF THF H&rORT™

During consideration of the first question with the study of which the
Committee was charged by Resoluticn 209 (VIII) of the Econcmic and Soeial
Council, as to whether the aims set cut in the Council's Resolutlon 158 (VII)
ecould be achieved by the anplication of any procedure cther than the
sonclusion of an international convention, the cdelegatiocn of the UsS.S.i.

drew attention to the fact that the question of the conclusion of such a

3T - mave text was not considered by the Committee which however deeided
: wmerded to the Report as indicating the point of view
ef L. Luave-vion Cf TNRE UsDedelts
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convention had largely arisen as the result of the failure to implement
the decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations relating to
the return of displaced persons to their countries of crigin, and to the
fact that at the present time many displaced persons are in camps or have
been sent to work in various countries, and have thus been placed in a
diffiecult position in which they are deprived of the possibility of giving
informa£ion about themselves, In the opinion of the Soviet Union
delegation, the ccnclusicn of a special intermational convention would be
inexpedient, inasmuch as the task imposed by Resolution 158 (VII) of the
Eccnomic and Social Council must and can be carried out by proﬁiding the
governments of those countries which suffered anemy cccupation during the
war with full information as to the present whercabouts of their nationals
falling within the category of displaced pefsons, and by the introduction,
in accordance with constitutional procedure, of suiteble legal measures by
those states in which the question of procedure for declarations of death
in reapect of persons who have disappeared without trace, has not beean
regularised by legislation, The delegation of the Soviet Unicn introduced
a corresponding proposal, the text of ~hieh follows:

"The ad hoe Committee on Declaration of Death of Missing Persons
considers that the conclusion of an Intermational Convention on
Declaration of Death of Missing Persons is inexpédienb, inasmuch as
the object specified in Resolution 158 (VII) conecerning missing
persons can and should be achieved by the submission to the
Gevernments of countries which suffered enemy occupation during the
war of full information as to the present whereabouts of tﬁeir
nationals falling within the category of displaced persons, as well
as by adoption of internal legislative measures,

The ad hoc Committee trusts that the Feonomie and Social Council

will adopt recommendations to the effect that:
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1. States on whose territory are to be found refugees
and displaced persons communicate a list of such
persons to the governments of the countries where
they were permanently comiciled prior to the war,

2. States in which the question of procedurs for declaring
thae death of missing persons has not been regularised
by legislation introduce appropriate legislative
measuree in accordance with their constitutional

procedure, "

Ge PROPUSED DiiFT RESULUTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL CCGUNCIL

(Prepared by the Secretariat on the Basis of the Report
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Declaration of Death of
Missing Persons)

The Fconomic and Social Council,

Having considered the report and recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Declaration cf Death of Miseing Persons,® '

Recopnizing that the legal difficulties arising from the disappearance
of numerous victims.of war and persecution in the years 1939-1945 present
an urgent problem which requires for its solution an intermational
conventicn,

Decldes

(1) to approve the propesed Convention on Declaration of Death of

Missing Persons which is attached hereto;

(2) to recommend to the General Assembly

(a) that it approve the proposed Convention during its Fourth

Session;

# See document B/1368.
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(b) that 1t fix the earliest possible date during its
Fourth Session when the Convention shal).‘ be open for

signature or aeceptante;
(c) that it urge all eligible States to become parties

to the Convention as soon as possible,

He DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE DECLARATION OF DEATH OF

MISSING PERSONS

CCNSIDERING that mitam events and raelal, religious, politieal
or national persecution by Hitler Germany, militarist Japan and the
other Axis powers have caused in the eourgse of the Second World War
the disappearance of persons whose death cannot be established with
ecertainty, ’

CONSIDERING that this situation has produced difficulties of o
legal nature which have placed a great number of human beings in &
precarious position,

BEING CONVINCED that these difficulties can only be solved on an
international basis,

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT CONVENTION agree as follows:

Article ) « Scope

The present Convention is applicable to declarations of death of
persons whoge last residenee wag in Europe, Amia or Africa who have
disappeared in the years 19391945, under c¢cirpunstances affording
reasonable ground to infer that such disappearance was due to death as a
eonsequence of events of war or raecial, religious, political or national
persecution; provided that members of armed forees serving in PFurope,
aAsia or Afriea shall not, by virtue of such service per se, be sonsidered
as having ﬁad their residence in thcase areas,
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1, The following trib%malé egpowored te adjudisate the fact of death
under the governing loeal law shall be competent to issue desclarations
of death:
(1) the tribunal of the plase of the last demicile of the
missing person;

(i4) the tribunal of the plase of the last voluntary or
involuntary residence of the migsing person;

(i44) the tribunal of the place of the last residence of the
missing person in the eountry of which he is a national,
or, in a ease where the missing person was never domiciled
in that country, the tribunal of the eapital of that
country;

(iv) in the ease of an application filed by a close relative
‘(4,e. parente, iosue, brothers, sisters or spcuse), the
tribunal of the place of residence of the applicant;

(v) the tribunal of the situs of property of the missing person.

2. An applieant may apply to any competent tribunal but, having made

an application, shall not be entitled to make a subsequent appldcation to
another compstent tritimal unless the Lirst tribunal doeg not regard itself
as competent to deal with the application, or unless he produces to the
other tribunal subgtantial relevant evicence which he was not able to
produse in the earlier applieation, |

3 The term "tribunal! as used in this artiele ehall apply to all
authorities empowered to adjudicatie the fact of death under the governing

loeal 1&".
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Article 3 - Application for Declaration of Death

1, At the instance of any natural or jurldical persons having a legal
interest in the matter oy of an autherity charged with the protection of
the public interest, any competcnt tritunal in each State Party to the
present Convention shall issue a declaration of death of any missing
person within the scope of the present Convention, provided that a period
of at least five (5) years has elapsed since the last known date on whicﬁ
the miseing person was probably alive, as indicated by the recertion of
news or the occurrence of any cther fact brought to the attention of the
tribunal; and provided further that in the course of the proceedings for
the issuanse of such declaration publie notice should have been given
reasonably designed to afford the alleged decedent an opportunity to appear
if he is aldve,
2,  The following natural or juridical persons shall be conaidered as
having a legal interest within the meaning of the preceding paragraph:
(1) persons who may be entitled to, or have an interest other
than that of a creditor in, any part of the missing personts
estate under a will or on intestacy;
(1i) persons who may be entitled to , or have an interest other
than that of a creditor in, any property the distribution
of vhich may depend on the survival or death of the missing
person;
(1i1) persons whese personai status may be affected by the
survival or death of the missing person; and
(1v) persons desirous of adopting the minor children of such
missing perscn, and institutions or organizationg entitled
under their national er local law to co-operate in such an

adoption proceeding.
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Article 4 -~ Date of Death

1, In issuing a declaration of death the éompetent tribunal shall
determine the presumed date of death, taking into conalderation all |
known circumstances, |

2, In thse absence of any other indication, the presumed date of
death shall be fixed as the last day of the year during which death
probably teok place, taking into account the last news of the missing
person or any other fact brought to the attention of the tribunal;
provided, however, that this presumed date of deaih shall have no effect
in causing the lapse of an insurance policy for non-payment of premiums
during that year.

3. In all casos death shall be presumed to have occurred at the

last moment of the day of the presumed date of death,

Article 5 - Effects of a Declaration of Death

1. Every declaration of death issued in accordance with the present.
Convention shall have thoe same legal effects in ths country in which

it is issued as the official death certificate issued in accordance
with the national laws of that country.

2. The foregoing provision shall not affect the law of the coutry
concerned decaling with the reappearance of persons having previously

been declared dead,

Article 6 = International Bureau for Declarations of Death

1. There shall be established an International Bureau for
Declarations of Death, The Secrctary-General of the United Nations
shall determinc its seat, composition, organization and method of
operation.

2. A central rugistry shall be established in the Bureau.

3. The expenses of the Bureau shall be allocated among ﬂhe States
Partios to the present Convention in acecordance with Q;lcala to be
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established by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in

consultation with such States,

4, The working languages of the International Bureau shall be

English and French,

Article 7 - Communication of Applications

1. A tribunal to which an application for declaration of death is
made shall, within fifteen days of the receipt of the applicatiom,
coumunicate to the International Bursau the following information, in
8o far as possible:

(1) Full name of the missing persca;

(ii) Names of parents, spouse, children, and other lmowm
close relatives;

" (i1i) Place and date of birth;
(iv) Habitual residence;
gv) Last known voluntary or involuntary residence;
(vi) &ny informaticn as to nationality;

(vii) The last known date on which the missing person was
probably alive according to the application;

(viii) Name and address of the applicant, his interest
angd status;

(ix) Date of institution of the procoedings.
2, If the Bureau ascertains that an application is already pending,
it shall immediately notify gko tribunal to which the later application
has been made. Such tribunal shall suspend ite proceedings pending a
final decision by the other tribunal and shall inform the applicant of
the tedbumel before which proceedings have already been instituted and

of the name of the other applicant.

article 8 ~ Publication and Communication of Decisions

1. " A tribunal issuing a decision upon an application for a
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declaration of death shall camunicate ite decision to the International
Bureau within fifteen days from the date on which such decision becomes
final, whether the decisicn ié positive or negative. Such communication
shall contain the date of the docision and, if the decision is positive,
the date established by the declaration of dsath asg the preéumed date of
death, and if the ducision is negative a short statement of the grounds
for denying thc application.

2. The Inturnational Buruau shall publish a monthly list of all
épplicationa and final decisions which are communicated to it., It shall
simltceneously send notice of the decisicn to the closc relatives whose
names are comnunicated to it in accordance with Article 7 (i1) of the
present Convention., The Internaticnal Bureau shall also transmit to any
tribunel in which an application has boen filed for a declaration of
death the grounds for any provioug denlal by any other tribunal of an
application for a deelaration of death concerning the same missing
person,

3. A declaration of death shall not be issued in accordance with the
preasent Gonvention until the expiration of three months from the

publication of the appiication by the International Bureau,

Article @ - Mutual Assistance

Tho conditicns under vhich aasia%ance.ia afforded, and aleo the
form in which trivunals shall afford each cther mutual assistance in
proceedings undcr the present Conventicn, shall.be governed by special
agreements relating to mutual assistance among tribunale or by the

applicable legislaticn of cach country.

Article 10 - Exemption from Costs and Free Logal Acsistance

Proceedings under the present Cecnventicn shall be granted

exemption from all ccste and charges and frec legal assistance shall
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be provided in 2ll cases where, under the national law, such exemption
or assistance is granted tu natiocnels of the country where a proceédiné

is pending,

Article 1l - Regougnition of Declarations of Death

A1)l declarations of death issucd under the present Convention
shall be recognized by every State Party ¢o the Conventicn, whether or
nct it was a party at the tims of the issuance of such deelarations,
and shall be given the same effect, and be subject to the samc rules
with respect to reccnsideratica; as decleratione isﬁuéd by the competent
tribumals of the State, where presented; provided; however, that in
States Parties to the Presont Cunventlon, whose constituticnal system
at the time of ratification of the Conventicn did not permit the issuance
of declarations of death or abscnce as such, the lceel law may provide
that declarations issued wnder the prescnt Conventlon shall have the
effect of a prima facie presumpticn of death, and, in thc ebsente of
contrary evidence, shell requirc a finding of death of the missing

person on the dote established by the declaration of death,

Article 12 ~ Jicncturcs and Accephances

o

1. The present Convention of winich the Chincse, Englich, French,
Russian and Spanish toxits are ogually authentic, shall be open for
aignature or acceptance n behall of any Hembor of the United dations
and also of any non-Member State to which an invitation has been
addressed by the Econcmic and Scecial Council.
24 Any souch State may:

(a) Sizn without reservation as to accepiance;

(b) Sign subject to acceptance and subsequently accept; or

(c) Accept,
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3. Acceptance ghall be effected by the depcsit of a formal
instrument with the Secretary-Gereral of the United Naticns,

Le The word "Statc" as used in this Article shall be understcod to
include the territorics for which each State Party to the present

Cenventicn bears internaticnal responsibility.

Article 13 - Entry into Force

The present Conventicn shall come into force upon the expiration
of thirty days following the day on which two or more States have

becume parties to it in accordance with aArticle 12,

Article 1 -~ Parties

A State which has signed withcut reservation as to acceptance,
or accepted pursuant to Article 12, shall becume a Party to the-present
Conventicn upcn its entry into force or upon the expiration of thirty
days following the date of such signature or acceptance, if executed

after its entry into¢ force,

Article 15 « Netifications by the Secretary-General

The Secretary-Genersl of the United Naticns shell inform all
Members of the United Naticns and non-Member States referred to in
aArticle 12 of the date of entry intc forece of the Convention and shall
notify them of all signatures and acceptances received in accordance

with Article 12,

Article 16 -~ Duration

The present Convention shall be valid fer a periocd of five years

from the date of its entry into force,
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arvicle 17 -~ Disputes

All dispubes arising cut of the interpretation or application of

the present Conventden shall bs referred %o the Internaticnal Court of
Justice, unless in any cose it is agreed by the States Parties to the

dispute to have reccurse Lo ancther mode of settlement,

Article 18 - Resistration \

In accordance with Artiele 02 of the (harter of the United
Rations, the present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-

@sporal of the United Matiwns on the date of its coming into force,

Artdela 16 « Ragervations

A reearvatica made by a State at ths tims of its signature oo

acceptance pursuant €0 Articie 12 shall %9 deoalt with as followst

(a ) The Secrotary-Gensval of the United Hations ghall determine

in the first imstance vhether such ressrvetion should or °
chould not be accephbed

(b) He ehall comcunicato his detersination to all of the
conbracting pavties, or if vhe Sonvention has nob yob
entered intc force, to the States mambers of the Econcmie
and Scedial Council,

(¢) His determinaticn shall become a final decielan accepting
or rejeeting the reservaticn unless hs receives, within
three months from the date of his ccmuunication to the
States menticnad in sub-paragraph (b) abovs, cummunicaticrs
frem a majority of such States disagresing with his deter-
minatiun; in that svent, the view of such majority shall
be decisive,

However, this article shall not apply to regervations which

3imit, or ars inccnsistent with, the provisions of Articles §, 6, 7,
8,9, 11 and 12,





