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I . RECOMMENDATI ON ADOPTED BY THE COWM TTEE
ON THE RIGHT OF THE CHI LD

The administration of juvenile justice

The Committee on the Rights of the Child

Bearing in mnd that the inplenmentation of articles 37, 40 and 39 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child nust be considered in conjunction with al
the other provisions and principles of the Convention and should take into
account other existing international standards, such as the United Nations
Standard M nimum Rul es for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (“The Beijing
Rul es”), adopted by the General Assenbly by its resolution 40/33 of 29 Novenber
1985, the United Nations Cuidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
(“The Riyadh Guidelines”), adopted and proclainmed by the Assenbly by its
resol ution 45/112 of 14 Decenber 1990, the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, adopted by the Assenbly by
resol ution 45/113 of 14 Decenber 1990, and the Guidelines for Action on Children
in the Crimnal Justice System annexed to Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1997/30 of 21 July 1997,

Recal I ing that since the beginning of its work, the adm nistration of
juvenile justice has received consistent and systematic attention fromthe
Conmittee in the formof concrete recomrendations in the concl uding observations
adopted in relation to States parties’ reports,

Noti ng that the experience of the Conmttee in its review of reports
presented by States parties on their inplenmentation of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child has shown that in all regions of the world and in relation
to all legal systens, the provisions of the Convention relating to the
adm ni stration of juvenile justice are in many instances not reflected in
nati onal |egislation or practice, giving cause for serious concern

Recalling that at its tenth session in 1995 the Committee devoted one day
to a general discussion on the adm nistration of juvenile justice, enphasizing
the inplenentati on of existing international standards and the need to
strengthen international cooperation both within and outside the United Nations
system (see CRC/ C/ 46, paras. 203-238),

Wel coming the establishnent, as recomrended in the CGuidelines for Action
on Children in the Crimnal Justice System of the Coordination Panel on
techni cal advice and assistance in juvenile justice in order to facilitate the
coordi nation of activities in this field undertaken by relevant entities of the
United Nations systemas well as non-governnental organizations, professiona
groups and academ ¢ societies involved in the provision of technical advice and
assi st ance,

1. Calls upon States parties to give urgent attention to undertaking al
appropriate legislative, adm nistrative and other measures for the ful
i mpl enmentati on of the provisions of the Convention and existing
i nternational standards relating to the adm nistration of juvenile
justice;

2. Stresses the inportance of identifying and understanding the | egal
soci al, financial and other obstacles preventing the full inplenmentation
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of the provisions of the Convention and existing international standards
relating to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and of designing ways
and nmeans to overcome these obstacles, including raising awareness and
strengt heni ng techni cal assi stance;

Requests the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to give
priority to pronoting the inplenmentation of the provisions of the
Convention and existing international standards relating to the

adm nistration of juvenile justice, to consider what steps mght be taken
to identify obstacles preventing their full inplementation and to design
ways and nmeans to overcone these obstacles, including raising awareness
and strengthening technical assistance, in cooperation with United Nations
bodi es and agenci es, and other partners;

Suggests that the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in accordance with
her mandate as the coordinator of the human rights promotion and
protection activities throughout the United Nati ons system as stated in
General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, encourage al
appropriate United Nations bodi es and agencies to enhance their work in
the area of the administration of juvenile justice and to use the
Convention on the Rights of the Child as their main tool to achieve this
objective, and to facilitate their work in that regard

Invites the Hi gh Conmissioner to informthe Commttee of progress nmade in
the inmplementation of the present recomendati on
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[1. ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 8 October 1999, the closing date of the twenty-second session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
CGeneral Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of its
article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections made
by States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunment CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 8.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its twenty-second session at
the United Nations O fice at Geneva from 20 Septenmber to 8 Cctober 1999. The
Committee held 26 neetings (558th-586th). An account of the Committee's
deliberations at its twenty-second session is contained in the rel evant summary
records (CRC/ C/ SR 558, 560-561, 563-572, 574-580 and 586).

C. Menbership and attendance

4, All the nmenbers of the Conmttee attended the twenty-second session
A list of the menmbers, together with an indication of the duration of their
terms of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

M. Francesco Paolo Fulci, Ms. Esther Margaret Queen Mkhuane, M. G Rabah and
Ms. Ami na Hanza El Guindi were not able to attend the session in its entirety.

5. The follow ng United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, UNESCO World Health Organization

7. Representatives of the foll owi ng non-governnmental organizations were al so
in attendance at the session

CGeneral consultative status

| NTERACTI ON, American Council for Voluntary International Action
I nternational Council of Whnen, International Myvenent ATD Fourth World,
Zonta I nternational.

Special consultative status

Center for Reproductive Law and Policy, Coalition against Trafficking in
Worren, Defence for Children International, International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions, International Federation of Social Wrkers,

I nternational Federation of Wonen in Legal Careers, Internationa
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Federati on Terre des Hommes, International Service for Human Ri ghts, Radda
Bar nen, World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Wonen, World
Organi zati on agai nst Torture.

O hers

Casa Alianza, COVEXANI, Federation for the Protection of Children's Human
Ri ghts, | ndependent Association of Child Psychiatrists and Psychol ogi sts-
Russi a, International Baby Food Action Network, National Coalition for the
Ri ghts of the Child in the Netherlands, National Coalition for the Rights
of the Child in Venezuela, NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, NGO Worki kng Group on Nutrition, Rights of the Child in Russia.

D. Adgenda

8. At the 558th neeting, on 20 Septenber 1999, the Conmittee adopted the
foll owi ng agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (CRC/ C/ 88):

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Organi zati onal and other matters.

3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties.

4, Consi deration of reports by States parties.

5. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.

6. Met hods of work of the Committee.

7. Conmenor ati on of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
8. Future neetings.

9. O her matters.

E. Meeting with the Deputy H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts

9. At the 558th neeting, the Deputy Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
M. Bertrand Rancharan, addressed the Conmittee.

10. In his statement, the Deputy High Comnr ssioner infornmed the menmbers of the
Conmi ttee about the activities of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts (OHCHR) to comrenorate the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, including the nmeeting planned for

30 Septenber-1 October (see chap. 1V, sect. A below). He referred to the

di scussion at the high-level segnment of the Economi c¢ and Soci al Council on the
rights of the child at the Council's substantive session of 1999 in July. On 20
November 1999, the commenorative day of the adoption of the Convention by the
General Assenbly, the Hi gh Conm ssioner would receive in Geneva a group of
children froma w de range of countries representing soci o-econom cally

di sadvant aged groups, who were participating in a gathering organized by the

I nternational Movement ATD Fourth Worl d.
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11. The Deputy Hi gh Conmmi ssioner also briefed the Conmittee on recent

devel opnents under the OHCHR Pl an of Action to Strengthen the Inplenentation of
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child. The O fice was currently working on
an extension of the Plan for the years 2000-2001 whi ch woul d enphasi ze support
to the Commttee in addressing its backlog of reports and assisting the
Committee in the process of preparing general coments.

12. Havi ng taken note of the concerns and reconmendati ons systematically
expressed by the Commttee on the Rights of the Child - along with other human
rights nechanisns - in the area of juvenile justice and in view of the numerous
requests and appeals for intervention froma w de range of parties, the High
Commi ssi oner had decided in the future to focus increasing attention to that

i ssue, and for that purpose envisaged initiating a process of organizing in 2002
a major international conference on juvenile justice.

13. At the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forumheld in Manila in
Sept enber, a two-day workshop had been organi zed by national human rights
institutions on the pronotion and protection of children s rights.

14. Finally, the Deputy Hi gh Comm ssi oner updated nenbers of the Conmittee
about recent devel opnents in the work of OHCHR relating to the trafficking and
sal e of wonen and children to children affected by armed conflict. He

hi ghl i ghted the inportance of the Security Council resolution 1261 (1999) of
25 August 1999 in which the Council strongly condemmed the invol verent of
persons under the age of 18 in arnmed conflict and enphasized the extrenely
negati ve inmpact of all types of arnmed conflicts on children

F. Pre-sessional working group

15. In accordance with a decision of the Commttee at its first session, a
pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from7 to 11 June 1999. Al

the nmenbers except Ms. Am na Haneza El Guindi, M. Francesco Paol o Fulci and
Ms. Marilla Sardenberg participated in the working group. Representatives of
the United Nations Children's Fund, the Oifice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Refugees, the International Labour Organization and the World
Heal th Organi zation also participated. A representative of the NGO G oup for
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from
various national and international non-governmental organizations, also

att ended.

16. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Conmittee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions that
woul d need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting States. It
al so provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to technica

assi stance and international cooperation

17. Menmbers of the Conmittee el ected Ms. Nafsiah Mioi and Ms. Esther

Mar garet Queen Mokhuane to chair the pre-sessional working group. The latter
hel d ei ght nmeetings, at which it exam ned lists of issues put before it by
menbers of the Conmittee relating to the initial reports of four countries
(I'ndia, Mali, the Netherlands and Venezuela) and the second periodic reports of
one country (Mexico). The lists of issues were transmtted to the Pernmanent

M ssions of the States concerned with a note requesting witten answers to the
issues raised in the list, if possible before 23 August 1999.
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G Ogani zation of work

18. The Conmittee considered the organi zation of work at its 558th neeting, on
20 Septenber 1999. The Conmittee had before it the draft programre of work for
the twenty-second session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation
with the Chairperson of the Committee, and the report of the Conmittee on its
twenty-first session (CRC/ C/87).

H  Future reqular neetings

19. The Committee noted that its twenty-third session would take pl ace
from 10 to 28 January 2000 and that its pre-sessional working group would
nmeet from 31 January to 4 February 2000
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I11. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A. Subni ssion of reports

20. The Committee had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by States parties
due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/ C/8/Rev.3), 1994 (CRC/C/ 11/ Rev.3), 1995
(CRC/IC/28), 1996 (CRC/C/41), 1997 (CRC/ C/51), 1998 (CRC/C/61) and 1999
(CRC/C/78); and on periodic reports of States parties due in 1997 (CRC/ C/ 65),
1998 (CRC/ C/ 70) and 1999 (CRC/ C/83);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of submnmi ssion of reports (CRC/ C/88);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the consideration
of initial reports by States parties to the Convention (CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev.11);

(d) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advi sory services has been identified in the |ight of
the observations adopted by the Commttee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 13).

21. The Committee was infornmed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Conmttee at its current session and those
whi ch had been received prior to the Commttee's twenty-first session (see
CRC/ C/ 87, para. 23), the Secretary-Ceneral had received the initial reports of
the United Kingdom Overseas Territories (CRC/C/ 41/ Add.7), Monaco
(CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 15), Oman (CRC/ C/ 78/ Add. 1) and Turkey (CRC/ C/51/Add.4) and the
second periodic reports of Belarus (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 14), Spain (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 9),
the Sudan (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 14), Argentina (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 10), Ukr ai ne
(CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 11) and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nothern Irel and
(CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 3). The status of submission of reports by States parties under
article 44 of the Convention is given in annex II1.

22. Alist of initial reports considered by the Conmttee as of 20 Septenber
1999, as well as a provisional list of initial and second periodic reports
schedul ed for consideration at the Commttee's twenty-third and twenty-fourth
sessions, are contained in annexes IV and V respectively.

23. As at 8 Cctober 1999, the Committee had received 134 initial
and 25 periodic reports. A total of 110 reports have been exam ned by the
Conmittee (see annex V).

B. Consideration of reports

24. At its twenty-second session, the Cormittee examined initial and periodic
reports submtted by six States parties under article 44 of the Conventi on.

It devoted 14 of its 29 neetings to the consideration of reports (see

CRC/ C/ SR 560-561, 564-572 and 578-580).
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25. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received by
the Secretary-General, were before the Conmittee at its twenty-second session
Venezuel a (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 54 and 59), Vanuatu (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8), Ml
(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 53), the Netherlands (CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1), Russi an Federation
(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5) and Mexico (CRC C/ 65/ Add. 6) .

26. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Committee at which their reports were exam ned.

27. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Cormittee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific followup. Mre
detailed information is contained in the report submtted by the States parties
and in the summary records of the relevant neetings of the Committee.

1. Concluding observations of the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child:
Venezuel a

28. The Committee considered the initial report of Venezuela (CRC C/ 3/ Add. 54)
and its supplenentary report (CRC/C/ 3/Add.59) at its 560th and 561st neetings
(see CRC/ C/ SR. 560-561), held on 21 Septenber 1999, and adopted */ the foll ow ng
concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

29. The Committee wel conmes the subm ssion of the State party's initial report,
whi ch included concrete information on the situation of children, but regrets
the | ate subm ssion of the witten answers to the |list of issues
(CRCCCQ@VEN 1). The Committee also regrets that the high-1level delegation from
the State party's capital, directly involved in the inplenentation of the
Convention, was at the last mnute not able to participate in the dial ogue. This
unf oreseen and unfortunate situati on had a negative inpact on the dial ogue with
the State party's del egation. Mny questions posed to the State party's

del egation had to be transnmitted to the State party's capital for a witten
reply. The Committee notes with appreciation that the replies to these
guestions were submtted on the agreed deadline, allowing the Committee to nmake
a good assessment of the situation of children's rights in Venezuel a.

B. Positive aspects

30. The Committee wel conmes the adoption of the Organic Law for the Protection
of Children and Adol escents (1999), which reflects the principles and provisions
of the Convention. The Conmittee takes note that this legislation will enter
into force in April 2000.

31. The inmpl ementati on of several programmes for children, in the context of
the Agenda Venezuela and of the devel opnent programre “Bolivar 2000”, as well as
the creation of the Fondo Unico Social (Social Devel opnent Fund), which include
poverty alleviation nmeasures, are wel conmed by the Committee.

*/ At the 586th neeting, held on 8 Cctober 1999.
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32. The Committee wel conmes the exi stence of a partnership between the
authorities of the State party and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) worKking
for and with children.

33. The State party's accession to the Hague Convention of 1993 on the
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption is
al so wel conmed by the Committee.

34. The Committee wel conmes the ratification by the State party of

I nternational Labour Organization (1LO Convention No. 138 concerning m nimum
age for admi ssion to enploynment as well as the signing (in 1996) of a nenorandum
of understanding with ILO I PEC for the eradication of child | abour

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

35. The Committee notes that w despread poverty and | ong-standi ng econom ¢ and
social disparities within the State party have had a negative inpact on the
situation of children and have inpeded the full inplenentation of the

Convention. The Committee also notes that this situation has been particularly
aggravat ed by severe econonmic crises and drastic econom c refornmns.

36. The Conmittee acknowl edges that the State party is going through an

i nportant process of political, social and economi c transformation, which is a
positive fact, but the Cormittee is concerned that this transformation night
result in a considerable slowing dowmn of the efforts to inplenment the Convention
fully.

D. Principal subjects of concern and the Commttee's
recomendat i ons

D.1. GCeneral neasures of inplenentation

37. The Conmittee notes with appreciation the information provided by the
State party's del egation that the National Constituent Assenbly, in charge of
drafting the text of the new national Constitution, is considering introducing a
chapter on human rights, including a section on the rights of the child. The
Committee encourages the State party to continue in its efforts to introduce the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights, including of the rights of the child,
inits new Constitution.

38. Wth regard to the entry into force of the Organic Law for the Protection
of Children and Adol escents (Ley Organica para |a Protecci 6n de Nifios y

Adol escentes), while noting the neasures taken by the State party in preparation
for the inplenmentation of this law, the Commttee renai ns concerned about the

| ack of a conprehensive plan, including the required financial and human
resources, and the admi nistrative reform necessary for the full inplenmentation
of this legislation. In this regard, the Conmttee recomends that the State
party give priority to the process of inplenentation of the new Organic Law for
the Protection of Children and Adol escents. The Conmittee further recomends
that the State party take effective nmeasures, including the allocation of
sufficient |levels of resources, both financial and human, for the ful

i mpl enentation of this |egislation.
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39. Taki ng into account the current process of institutional reform and taking
note that the new Organic Law for the Protection of Children and Adol escents
provi des for the creation of the National Systemfor the Protection and Integra
Devel opnent of Children and Adol escents, the Conmittee remains concerned about
the i nadequate | evels of coordination and nonitoring to guarantee the

i mpl enmentati on of the Convention. The Committee recomrends that the State party
take effective nmeasures in order to strengthen coordinati on anong the vari ous
governnmental bodies at the federal, State and nunicipal |evels involved in the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. |In this regard, the Conmttee recomends that
the State party take effective neasures to ensure the establishnment of the

Nati onal System for the Protection of Children and Adol escents. Furthernore,
the Committee reconmends that the State party guarantee the participation of
non- gover nnental organi zations in the new coordination nechanismto be

est abl i shed.

40. The Committee wel conmes the efforts undertaken by the State party, in
particul ar by the National Children's Institute (INAM and the Central Ofice of
Statistics (OCEl), in cooperation with UNI CEF and non-governnenta

organi zations, to develop indicators for nonitoring the inplementation of
policies and progranmmes for children, but it remains concerned that

di saggregated data and indi cators have not been devel oped for all areas covered
by the Convention. The Committee reconmends that the State party continue

devel opi ng a conprehensive systemfor the collection of disaggregated data, in
order to gather all necessary information on the situation of all children under
18 years of age, including children belonging to vul nerable groups, in the

vari ous areas covered by the Convention

41. VWil e recognizing the efforts of the State party to dissemnate the
Convention, the Comrittee is of the opinion that these neasures need to be
strengt hened, especially to facilitate the entry into force of the Organic Law
for the Protection of Children and Adol escents. The Committee encourages the
State party to reinforce its efforts to make the provisions and principles of
the Convention wi dely known and understood by adults and children alike. Specia
attention should be paid to increasing awareness of the Convention and to its
relationship with the new Organic Law for the Protection of Children and

Adol escent s.

42. Al t hough the Committee takes note of the efforts of the State party to
carry out sensitization progranmes on the Convention for |ocal authorities, it
considers that training progranmes for professional groups working with and for
children need to be further devel oped. The Committee recomends that the State
party reinforce its sensitization and training programres for all professiona
groups working with and for children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent
and arny officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and pl aces
of detention for children, teachers and health personnel, including
psychol ogi sts and social workers. The Committee encourages the State party to
consi der seeking to this effect international cooperation from jinter alia, the
O fice of the High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UN CEF

43. VWhile the Committee wel cones the establishnent of several socia
programmes for children, it remains concerned that policies for children are
fragnmented and that a conprehensive national strategy for the inplenmentation of
children's rights is lacking. The Comrittee reconmends that the State party
give priority to the full inplementation of article 4 of the Convention and
ensure the appropriate distribution of resources at the central and | oca
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| evel s. Budget allocations for the inplenentation of the econom c, social and
cultural rights of children should be ensured “to the maxi mum extent of

available ... resources and, where needed, within the framework of internationa
cooperation” (art. 4 of the Convention). The Committee al so recommends that the
State party take effective nmeasures for the full inplenmentation of a nationa

policy on the rights of the child, with due regard for the holistic nature of
t he Conventi on.

D.2. Definition of the child

44, The Conmittee is concerned about the different |egal m nimum ages for
marriage for boys (16) and girls (14), as established in the State party's Civi
Code. The Committee considers that this is contrary to the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, especially its articles 2 and 3. The Committee
recomends that the State party harnonize and increase the |egal mninmmlega
ages for marriage. It further recommends that the State party undertake

awar eness rai sing canpai gns on the negative effects of early marriage.

D.3. General principles

45, VWhile the Commttee is aware of the neasures taken by the State party to

i nprove the situation of the nmost vul nerable groups of children, it is stil
concerned at the existence of discrimnation on the basis of ethnic origin and
gender. Additionally, the Commttee expresses its concern at the grow ng nunber
of population living in poor urban and margi nalized areas. The Committee
recommends that the State Party continue taking effective nmeasures to reduce
econom ¢ and social disparities. Measures to prevent discrimnation against the
nmost di sadvant aged groups of children, including girls, children belonging to

i ndi genous and other ethnic groups, children with disabilities, children born
out of wedlock and children living and/or working in the streets, should be

rei nforced

46. The Committee is concerned that two general principles of the Convention
as laid down in articles 3 (best interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the
views of the child), are not fully applied and duly integrated in the

i npl enmentation of the policies and programmes of the State party. The Commttee
recommends that further efforts be made to ensure the inplenentation of the
principles of “best interests of the child” and “respect for the views of the
child”, especially his or her rights to participate in the famly, at school
wWithin other institutions and in society in general. These principles should

al so be reflected in all policies and programmes relating to children

Awar eness raising anong the public at large, including comunity |eaders, as
wel | as educational programes on the inplenmentation of these principles, should
be reinforced in order to change traditional perceptions of children as objects
rather than subjects of rights.

47. Wth regard to article 6 of the Convention, the Conmttee expresses its
concern about the alleged cases of killings of children during anti-crine
operations. The Commttee recomends that the State party undertake effective
measures to prevent these type of situations and, in order to avoid inmpunity of
the alleged perpetrators, use its judicial mechanisnms effectively to investigate
t hese killings.
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D.4. Civil rights and freedons

48. The Committee wel conmes the neasures taken by the State party in the area
of birth registration, especially those recently inplenmented in the framework of
the National Plan on Birth Registration, but it remains concerned at the |arge
nunber of children without birth certificates and at the related inpact on the
enjoynent of their rights. Particular concern is expressed in this area with
regard to the situation of children belonging to indi genous groups and to
illegal immgrant families. 1In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State Party continue its efforts to ensure the

i medi ate registration of the birth of all children, including neasures in
cooperation with non-governnental organi zations and with the support of

i nternational organizations, to ensure that birth registration procedures are
wi dely known and understood by the population at large. |In this regard, the
situation of children belonging to indigenous groups and to illegal inmgrant
fam|ies deserves special attention.

49. Wth regard to the State party's initiatives to pronote children's
participatory rights, such as the Children and Youth Parlianents and schoo
governnments, the Commttee is concerned about the insufficiency of these
measures and the lack of follow up and evaluation of the current initiatives.
The Committee reconmends that these measures should be strengthened to pronote
the participation of children in the famly, in the community, in school and in
ot her social institutions, as well as to ensure the effective enjoynent by them
of their fundanmental freedons, including freedom of opinion, expression and
associ ati on.

50. The Committee expresses its concern at the persistent allegations about
children being detained in conditions which amount to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatment, and about children being physically ill-treated by nenbers
of the police or the armed forces. 1In the light of article 37 and other rel ated
articles of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party use
its judicial nechanisns effectively to deal with conplaints of police brutality,
ill-treatnment and abuse of children, and that cases of violence and abuse

agai nst children be duly investigated in order to avoid the inmpunity of
perpetrators.

D.5. Fanmly environnent and alternative care

51. The Conmittee wel cones the neasures taken to elimnate irregularities in
the procedures concerning adoption (e.g., direct placenent of children, known as
entrega inmediata), but it remains concerned that the State party has not
reformed its donestic legislation relating to intercountry adoption in
accordance with the obligations established under the Hague Convention of 1993
on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry
Adoption. The Committee recomends that the State party enact specific

| egi sl ation regulating the process of intercountry adoption to nmake it conply
with the international obligations established in the Hague Convention of 1993
on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry
Adoption. Furthernmore, the Commttee suggests that the State party consider

wi t hdrawi ng its decl arati ons nade under article 21 (b) and (d) of the
Convention, in view of the fact that these declarations have become irrel evant
as a result of the State party's accession to the above-nenti oned Hague
Conventi on.
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52. The Committee is concerned that child abuse and negl ect are reported to be
wi despread in the State party. In this regard, concern is expressed at the

i nsufficient awareness of the harnful consequences of neglect and abuse,

i ncl udi ng sexual abuse, both within and outside the famly; at the insufficient
financial and trained human resources allocated to prevent abuse and negl ect;
and at the insufficient rehabilitation measures and facilities available for
victims. In the light of, inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party continue taking all appropriate
measures to prevent and conbat child abuse and neglect of children within the
famly, at school and in society at large, including setting up

mul tidisciplinary treatment and rehabilitation programmes. |t suggests that |aw
enforcenent shoul d be strengthened with respect to such crinmes and that
procedures and nechani sms to deal with conplaints of child abuse should be
reinforced in order to provide children with pronpt access to justice, in order
to avoid inmpunity of the offenders. Furthernore, educational programes should
be established to conbat traditional attitudes in society regarding this issue.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider seeking internationa
cooperation to this effect from inter alia, UNI CEF and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

D.6. Basic health and welfare

53. While taking note of the State party's achi evenents in the area of basic
health and welfare, the Comrittee is concerned at the negative inpact of the
declining economic situation on the health of children, in particular the
deterioration of infant and under five nortality rates, as well as at the
preval ence of malnutrition anmong children. The Committee recommends that the
State party continue taking all appropriate measures, including through

i nternati onal cooperation, to ensure access to basic health care and services
for all children. Mre concerted efforts need to be taken to conbat

mal nutrition and ensure the adoption and inplenmentati on of a nationa
nutritional policy and action plan for children. The Committee al so reconmends
that the State party undertake initiatives relating to the reduction of infant
mortality, for instance the “Integrated nmanagement of chil dhood ill nesses”
(IMCl), a joint programre of WHO and UNI CEF

54, VWhile wel comng the State party's initiatives in the field of adol escent
health, in particular the National Plan for the Prevention of Early Pregnancy,
the Committee expresses its concern at the still high teenage maternal nortality
and pregnancy rates, at the insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive
heal th educati on and counselling services, including outside school, and at the
i ncreasing incidence of H V/AIDS, STDs and drug and substance abuse (e.qg.

gl ue-sniffing) anong children and adol escents. The Conmittee suggests that a
conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study be undertaken of the scope of the
phenonenon of adol escent health problenms, especially with regard to early
pregnancy and maternal nortality. The Committee recomrends that the State party
adopt conprehensi ve adol escent health policies and strengthen reproductive
heal t h educati on and counselling services. The Commttee further recomrends the
State party continue taking neasures for the prevention of H V/AIDS and take
into consideration the Commttee's recomendati ons adopted on its day of genera
di scussion on “Children living in a world with H V/ AIDS” (CRC/C/80). The
Conmittee al so recomends that further efforts, both financial and human, be
undertaken for the devel opnent of child friendly counselling services, as well
as care and rehabilitation facilities for adol escents. Measures to conbat and
prevent substance abuse among chil dren shoul d be strengthened.
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D.7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

55. The Committee wel conmes the State party's efforts in the field of
education, in particular the inclusion of human rights teaching, including
children's rights, in the school curricula, but it remains concerned about the
hi gh drop-out and repetition rates in primary and secondary schools, regiona
disparities in access to education, the insufficient nunber of well-trained
teaching staff and children's limted access to material and textbooks. In the
light of articles 28 and other related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party continue its efforts in the field of education
by strengthening its policies and systemin order to i mprove ongoing retention
programes and vocational training for drop-out students; to inprove schoo
infrastructure; to continue with curricular reform including teaching

met hodol ogi es; to eradicate regional disparities with reference to schoo

enrol ment and attendance; and to inplenent special education progranmes, taking
into account the needs of working children

D.8. Special protection neasures

56. The Conmittee remains concerned about the |ack of specific |ega

provi sions for the protection of unacconpani ed refugee and asyl um seeki ng
children. This is a concern owing to the increasing nunber of refugees in

the State party. The Commttee recommends that the State party enact

| egislation that reflects international standards for the protection of refugee
children. The Comm ttee suggests that the State party consider acceding to the
1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons and the 1961
Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness.

57. The Committee is aware of the measures taken by the State party, in
particular by the Direction of Indigenous Affairs of the Mnistry of Education
but it remains concerned about the living conditions of children belonging to

i ndi genous and ethnic groups, especially with regard to the full enjoynment of
all the rights enshrined in the Convention. |In the light of articles 2 and 30
of the Convention, the Cormittee recomrends that the State party take effective
measures to protect children bel onging to indigenous and ethnic groups agai nst
discrimnation and to guarantee their enjoynent of all the rights recogni zed by
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child.

58. The Committee remnins concerned that a | arge nunber of children are stil

i nvolved in |abour activities, particularly in the informal sector, including
domestic workers, and in the famly context. Concern is also expressed about
the insufficient |aw enforcement and | ack of adequate nonitoring mechanisnms to
address this situation. 1In the light of, inter alia, articles 3, 6 and 32 of
the Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party conti nue worKking
in cooperation with ILOIPEC for the establishnment and inplenentation of a

nati onal plan for the elimnation of child |abour and undertake all the actions
envi saged in the Menorandum of Understanding with ILO I PEC. The situation of
children involved in hazardous | abour, especially in the informl sector where
the majority of working children are found, deserves special attention. The
Conmittee al so recomends that child |abour | aws be enforced, that | abour

i nspectorates be strengthened, and that penalties be inposed in cases of
violation. The Commttee encourages the State party to consider ratifying the
new | LO Convention (No. 182) concerning the Prohibition and I mediate Action for
the Elimnation of the Wirst Forms of Child Labour (1999).
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59. The Committee expresses its concern at the absence of data and of a
conprehensi ve study on the issue of sexual conmmercial exploitation and sexua
abuse of children, at the lack of a national plan of action to address this

i ssue and at the inadequacy of the State party's legislation to deal with it.

In the light of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party undertake studies with a viewto
designing and i npl ementi ng appropriate policies and neasures, including care and
rehabilitation, to prevent and conbat this phenomenon. The Committee recomends
that the State party take into account the recomendati ons fornulated in the
Agenda for Action adopted at the 1996 Stockhol m Wrl d Congress agai nst

Commer ci al Sexual Exploitation of Children

60. While the Commttee notes the information submitted by the State party on
the trafficking and sal e of Ecuadorean children and wel cones the nmeasures
undertaken by the State party's authorities to conbat this phenonenon, the
Committee is of the opinion that nmeasures in this regard need to be
strengthened. The Committee recomrends that neasures be taken, on an urgent
basis, to strengthen | aw enforcement and to inplenent the State party's nationa
programe of prevention. In an effort to conbat effectively intercountry
trafficking and sale of children, the Cormttee suggests that the State party
increase its efforts in the area of regional agreements w th nei ghbouring
countries. Rehabilitation nmeasures for the child victinms of trafficking and
sal e shoul d be established.

61. Wth regard to the juvenile justice system the Conmittee is concerned
about :

(a) The general situation of the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with the Convention and other recognized
i nternational standards;

(b) The fact that deprivation of |liberty is not used as a neasure of
| ast resort;

(c) The situation of overcrowding in detention facilities;
(d) The placement of minors in adult detention facilities; and

(e) The insufficiency of facilities and programmes for the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of juveniles.

The Conmittee recommends that the State party:

(a) Take additional neasures to reformthe juvenile justice systemin
accordance with the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and with
ot her United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations
Standard M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
(the Riyadh Cuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveni |l es Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) Consi der deprivation of |iberty only as a measure of |ast resort and
for the shortest possible period of time, protect the rights of children
deprived of their liberty and ensure that children remain in contact with their
famlies while in the juvenile justice system
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(c) I ntroduce training progranmes on relevant international standards
for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice system

(d) Seek technical assistance in the area of juvenile justice and police
training from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
the Centre for International Crime Prevention, UNICEF and the Internationa
Net wor k on Juvenile Justice, through the Coordinati on Panel on Technical Advice
and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

62. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that

consi deration be given to publication of the report, along with the rel evant
summary records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

2. Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child:
Russi an Feder ation

63. The Committee considered the second periodic report of the Russian
Federation (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.5) at its 564th and 565th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 564-
565), held on 23 Septenber 1999, and adopted */ the follow ng concl uding
observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

64. The Committee wel comes the subm ssion of the State party's second periodic
report and takes note of the detailed witten answers to the list of issues
(CRCOC QRUS/2) submitted by the State party. The Comrittee notes with
appreciation the hi gh-ranking conposition of the State party del egati on which
appeared before the Conmittee, the delegation’s frankness in discussion and the
constructive efforts made to provide additional information in the course of the
di al ogue.

B. Follow up neasures undertaken and progress achi eved
by the State party

65. The Committee takes note of the efforts made by the State party to
strengthen the legislative base for the protection of the rights of the child in
t he Russi an Federation, including anendnents to the Fam |y Code, Crimnal and
Penal Codes and the Education Act, and the adoption of the 1999 Federa
Prevention of Child Neglect and Juvenile Crine Act and the 1998 Federal Law on

t he Basic Guarantees of the Rights of the Child.

66. The Conmittee wel cones the institution of the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssioner in
1997, the establishment of the intersectoral conmittee and the appointnent of
child rights conmissioners in five regions and cities. The Conmittee notes with
satisfaction the comm tnment expressed by the State party delegation to the
establishnment of an Office of Federal Conmi ssioner for Child Rights, follow ng
the recomrendati ons of the Human Ri ghts Comr ssioner, nenbers of the State Duna
and national NGGCs.
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C. Principal subjects of concern, suggestions and recomendati ons

1. General neasures of inplenentation
(arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6 of the Convention)

Leqgi sl ation
67. VWhile the Committee takes note of the many | aws that have been adopted and

amended in recent years, it remains concerned that the State party has not fully
conplied with the reconendati ons made by the Cormittee in 1993 to ensure that
donestic legislation is in full conformty with the principles and provisions of
t he Conventi on.

68. The Committee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to expedite the process of law reform especially with regard to
refornms i nproving upon the admnistration of juvenile justice and the crimna
justice procedure, the protection of the rights of children with disabilities,
the protection of children from al cohol, drug and substance abuse, the
protection of children from pornography, the protection of children from al

ki nds of violence and abuse, including donmestic violence, and the establishnment
of standards and nonitoring nechanisns with regard to all the different
child-related kinds of institutions.

69. The Committee encourages the State party to conplete the process of
adopting the necessary resolutions and directives, and to allocate the

pr of essi onal manpower and financial resources required for the effective
i mpl enentation of all child-related |egislation.

| ndependent nonitoring Sstructures

70. VWile the Commttee wel comes the institution in 1997 of the Human Ri ghts
Commi ssi oner and of pilot projects for child rights comm ssioners in a few
regions, it is still concerned at the limted powers and status of these bodies
and the crucial need for the State party to provide for an independent

noni toring structure to review inplenentation of the Convention within the State

party.

71. The Committee reconmends that the State party consider the establishnent
of an independent Orbudsman for children at the federal level, with clear |inks
to simlar nechanisns at regional levels, each with a clearly defined and
appropriate mandate, including the nmonitoring of care and juvenile justice
structures, and powers and resources sufficient to guarantee effectiveness.

Coor di nati on

72. While the Committee acknowl edges the State party’'s efforts to set up a
coordinating commttee to inplenment the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
it remains concerned at the | ack of adequate coordination between various
federal governnent entities dealing with children and at the absence of any
focal point with overall responsibility for child rights strategies, policies
and activities within the State party. Further, the Committee is concerned that
the decentralization of responsibilities and actions fromthe federa
authorities to their regional counterparts |acks sufficient guarantees to
prevent disparities in the protection of children' s rights.
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73. The Committee encourages the State party to strengthen coordination

bet ween the various governnent bodies involved in child rights at both federa
and regional levels, and to consider unifying the different agenci es under one
focal mnistry in order to prompte better coordination. The Committee further
encourages the State party to ensure that the division of responsibilities

bet ween federal and regional authorities provides for the best possible
protection of children' s rights.

Budgetary issues/financial situation/State benefit distribution/funding

74. The Committee is concerned that the prolonged financial crisis has had a
negati ve i mpact on the devel opnent of children, leading to a worsening of their
living conditions, as well as on the inplenmentation of social investnent
programmes and, ultimately, on respect for the rights of the child. In
particular, the Cormttee is seriously concerned at the w despread poverty, the
weakening of the fam |y structure, the increasing nunbers of neglected and
honel ess children and children living and working in the street, the high
nunmbers of suicides, the extent of drug and al cohol abuse and increases in
juvenile delinquency.

75. The Committee recognizes the State party’' s efforts to tenporarily “target”
exi sting assistance to famlies with the |owest inconmes, however, the Conmittee
is particularly concerned that those fanmlies and children who will not receive

assistance during this interimperiod will suffer. The Comrittee is also
concerned at non-, or delayed, paynent of State benefits, in particular child
al | owances.

76. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party undertake all appropriate nmeasures to the
maxi mum extent of its available resources to ensure that budgetary allocations
for health, education and other social services for children are adequately
protected, in particular for children belonging to vul nerable and marginalized
gr oups.

77. Furthernore, the Conmittee encourages the State party to seek additiona
sol utions to budgetary problens, such as retargeting expenditure or prioritizing
programes and increasing the proportion of international assistance used to
further the State party’ s inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

78. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that all benefit paynents
are made, that the use of targeted benefits is nonitored and that the
presidential programres included in “Children in Russia” all be appropriately
funded.

79. The Committee further recommends that the State party review its budgetary
al l ocation policies so as to maxim ze the avail able resources allocated to the
protection of the nost vul nerabl e groups, and continue to inplenent the
Conmittee’s 1993 recommendation regarding careful nonitoring of the inpact of
the economic crisis on the standard of l|iving of children
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| nvol venent of NGOs

80. The Committee is concerned at the limted inplementation of its 1993
recommendati on concerning the need to support the involvenent of NGOs in the
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

81. The Committee encourages the State party to increase its support for, and
cooperation with, NGOs in their efforts to provide training, dissemnate

i nformati on about the Convention and to nonitor inplenentation, including

t hrough strengt hening partnership in the reporting process and in the monitoring
of care and juvenile justice institutions.

Di ssem nation of the principles and purposes of the Convention

82. The Committee is concerned that the State party’s efforts still need to be
i ncreased in connection with the Cormmttee’s 1993 encouragenent to continue
di ssemi nation of the principles and provisions of the Convention

83. The Committee reconmends that the State party take further measures to
publicize and teach the principles and provisions of the Convention anong the
adul t popul ation, including professional groups and parents, as well as anong
chi |l dren.

2. General principles
(arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Conventi on)

Principle of non-discrimnation (art. 2)

84. VWhile the Commttee wel cones the State party’s adoption of |egislation
banni ng discrimnation, it remains concerned at the growi ng disparities between
regi ons, including notably the far north, and between urban and rural children
in legislation, budgetary allocations, policies and programes concerning
heal t h, education and other social services and with the situation of children
in need of special protection

85. The Conmittee is al so concerned at the disadvantaged situation of girls in
rural areas, particularly with regard to access to education, health and
protection from sexual abuse and exploitation

86. Furthernore, the Conmittee is concerned at general reports of a growth in
the incidence of racismand xenophobia in the State party.

87. The Committee reconmends that the State party intensify neasures to reduce
economi c, social and regional disparities, and take further steps, along the
line of the Cormittee’s 1993 recommendati on, to prevent any discrimnation

agai nst children or disparities in their treatnent, including with regard to
children with disabilities and children belonging to religious and ethnic
mnorities.

The right to life (art. 6)

88. In the light of article 6 of the Convention, the Comrmittee is concerned at
the threat posed to the child s right to life by the rapidly increasing rates of
child suicide and killings of children, in particular concerning boys.
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89. The Committee reconmmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures with a view to bringing about a reversal in recent increases in child
suicide and killing, and to pronoting preventive efforts, including a

strengt heni ng of nmeasures already taken to increase crisis intervention and
preventive support and counselling services to assist children, especially
adol escents, and famlies at risk.

3. Civil rights and freedons
(arts. 7, 8, 13-17 and 37 (a))

Protection fromtorture (art. 37 (a))

90. The Committee is concerned at allegations of w despread practice of
torture and ill-treatnment, and conditions anounting to i nhuman or degradi ng
treatnment, of children living in institutions in general and in places of
detention or inprisonment in particular - including acts commtted by | aw
enforcenent officials involving corporal punishment.

91. The Committee reconmends that the State party take appropriate nmeasures to
bring to an end and prevent these practices and to duly investigate allegations
and puni sh perpetrators of such acts. The Conmittee al so endorses the

i mpl enmentation of the recomrendati ons nade by the Comm ttee agai nst Torture and
the Special Rapporteur on torture with regard to these concerns.

92. Further, the Conmittee recommends that the State party nonitor and bring
to an end corporal punishnment practices in institutions.

4. Famly environment and alternative care
(arts. 5, 18 (paras. 1-2), 9-11, 19-21, 25, 27 (para. 4) and 39)

Abuse/ negl ect/ mal treat ment/vi ol ence (art. 19)

93. VWhile the Committee wel cones the growi ng awareness by the State party of
t he dangers of donestic violence, the Conmttee remains concerned at the
persistent ill-treatnment and neglect of children in the State party in the

context of the famly. The Conmittee is also concerned at the w despread
i nci dence of violence agai nst wonen and its inmpact on children

94. The Committee reconmends that the State party give special attention to
the problemof ill-treatment, neglect and abuse, including sexual abuse, of
children both within and outside the famly.

95. The Conmittee stresses the need for information and educati on canpaigns to
prevent and combat the use of any form of physical or mental violence against
children, in accordance with article 19 of the Convention

96. The Committee al so suggests that conprehensive studies on these probl ens
be initiated in order to facilitate the el aboration of policies and programres,
i ncluding treatnent and rehabilitation programres.

97. Further, in the light of the Commttee’ s recomendati on contained in
paragraph 21 of its 1993 concl udi ng observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 4) the Comittee
encourages the State party to pronmote child-friendly procedures for conplaint,

i nvestigation and presentation of evidence for child victinms of violence and
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abuse, and to reinforce the investigation of crimes commtted, and the
prosecuti on and appropriate puni shnent of perpetrators.

Revi ew of placenment of children (art. 25)

98. The Committee expresses serious concern at prevailing policies and
practices of institutionalization and at the extremely high nunber of children
ininstitutions and the Iliving conditions in these institutions. Wth reference
to article 25 of the Convention, the Commttee is also concerned that periodic
review of placenent is not systematically guaranteed, and that the Conmittee's
1993 recomendations in this regard have not been fully inplenented.

99. The Committee refers to paragraph 19 of its 1993 concl udi ng observati ons
(CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 4) and recommends that the State party seek to formul ate nationa
policy on de-institutionalization, increase the use of alternative nmeasures to
the institutionalization of children and consider neasures to strengthen
comunity oriented social services.

100. In this perspective, the Comm ttee encourages the State party to take
effective nmeasures to provide famlies where children may be at risk of neglect
or abuse with support, education and counselling services, so as to prevent the
occurrence of abuse and the need to renove children fromparental care. The
Committee al so recommends the strengtheni ng of adoption and foster care as
alternatives to institutionalization.

101. The Committee al so recommends that appropriate procedures be adopted to
provide for the periodic review of all types of placement. In the |ight of
article 3, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the Conmttee further recommends the
reform including |egal reform of the institutional system by the establishnment
of standards for conditions in institutions and their regular inspection, in
particul ar by reinforcing the role and powers of independent inspection

mechani sms and ensuring their right to inspect foster homes and public
institutions without warning. 1In this regard, the Conmittee urges the State
party to seek technical assistance, inter alia fromthe United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNI CEF) and the World Health Organization

Children with disabilities (art. 23)

102. The Committee is concerned at the situation of children with disabilities,
especially children with mental disabilities and children living in
institutions. In particular, the Conmttee is concerned at the current

di agnostic system and practices, at conditions for disabled children living in
institutions, at the | ack of adequate professional assistance for the

devel opnent, treatment and rehabilitation of children with disabilities and at
the sl ow process of inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream
educati on.

103. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to inprove
the early diagnosis of children with physical and nental disabilities and to
prevent as far as possible their being placed in institutions. It recomends
the strengthening of professional treatnent services and the support and
counselling provided to fanmilies in order to enable children to |ive at hone and
to pronote their social inclusion
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104. The Committee encourages the State party to strengthen its efforts to
benefit frominternational cooperation, in accordance with article 23, paragraph
4, of the Convention, with a view to enhancing policies on integrating children
with disabilities into society.

Intercountry adoption (art. 21)

105. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient guarantees against the
illicit transfer and the trafficking of children out of the State party and the
potential msuse of intercountry adoption for purposes of trafficking, inter
alia for econom c and sexual exploitation

106. The Committee encourages the State party actively to consider ratification
of the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction. The Committee welcones the information that the State party is
considering ratification of the 1993 Hague Convention on the Protection of

Chil dren and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption and urges the
State party to expedite its efforts to accede to the Convention. In the |ight

of article 21 of the Convention, the Committee reconmends that efforts be
strengthened to establish procedures regarding intercountry adoption with a view
to protecting the best interests of the child.

5. Basic health and welfare
(arts. 6, 18, paras. 3, 23, 24, 26 and 27, paras 1-3)

Right to health (art. 24)

107. The Committee notes with appreciation the efforts undertaken by the State
party in the area of basic health and welfare, especially its efforts to inprove

mat ernal health care and reduce infant nortality rates. It also welcones the
success achieved in complying with the Committee’s 1993 reconmendation in regard
to i nmuni zati on progranmes. The Conmittee is still concerned at the persistence

of a high infant nortality rate and at the deteriorating health infrastructure
and services. Furthernore, the increase in parasitic, infectious and
respiratory illnesses (tuberculosis in particular) is an issue of great concern
to the Committee, as is also the increase in malnutrition and the smal
percentage of children who are breastfed.

108. The Committee recomrends that the State party consi der seeking technica
assistance to continue its efforts to reverse the deterioration in primary
health care. |In particular, the Cormittee urges the State party to continue
efforts to cure and prevent the spread of tubercul osis and other diseases, to
continue efforts to reduce the use of abortion as a neans of contraception, and
to pronote breastfeeding.

109. The insufficient information on preventive canpai gns and rates of H V/ Al DS
and sexually transmtted di seases (STDs) is a matter of concern to the
Conmi ttee.

110. The Committee recomrends that the State Party guarantee the effectiveness
of measures taken to ensure access for adol escents to sex education, including
i nformati on about contraception and STDs, neasures to pronote adol escent health
by strengthening reproductive health and fam |y planning services, as well as
counsel ling services, and neasures to prevent and conbat HI V/ AIDS, STDs and

t eenage pregnancy and abortions.
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6. Educational, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28, 29, 31)

Right to education (arts. 28 and 29)

111. The Committee notes the State party’ s efforts on education, especially the
adopti on of a new Education Act, which is aimed at ensuring the continued

provi sion of free and conpul sory basic education and increasing the
accessibility of free secondary education. 1In this regard, the Conmttee
remai ns concerned at the growi ng drop-out rates, the reduction in enrol nent
rates for vocational and technical secondary education - especially anong girls
- and the deterioration of school infrastructure and of the conditions of
service for teachers, including | ow wages and del ays in payment.

112. The Committee encourages the State Party to collect information on drop-
out rates and their causes, and on the situation of children expelled for

di sciplinary reasons. It also encourages the State party to continue its efforts
to shelter the education systemfromthe inpact of the economc crisis and, in
particular, to give further attention to the conditions of service of teachers.
The Committee encourages the State party to introduce human rights, including
children’s rights, into the school curricula as an i ndependent subject.

Access to nedical and other social services

113. The Committee is concerned at reports that sone municipal adm nistrations
are continuing to prevent parents and their children from having access to

medi cal , educational and other social services in a city for which they do not
have a residency permt, notwi thstanding this practice being prohibited by |aw.
Its practice is particularly harnful to internally displaced children, mgrants
and asyl um seekers, and children working and living in the street.

114. The Committee urges the State party to end this practice of discrimnation
agai nst children w thout residence permts through, inter alia, training and
awar eness raising for |local governnent and | awenforcenment officials.

7. Special protection neasures
(arts. 22, 38-40, 37 (b)-(d), 32-36)

Ref ugee children (art. 22)

115. The Committee is concerned at the treatnment of asylum seekers and at the
practice of refusing children and their famlies, in particular those not
arriving fromformer territories of the Soviet Union, the right to register
their application for asylum

116. The Committee encourages the State Party to ensure adequate | ega
protection of refugee children, including access to health, education and other
soci al services.

117. The Committee recomrends that a review be undertaken of procedures,
policies and practices concerning the right to register applications for asylum
especially on behal f of unacconpani ed chil dren
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Children and arnmed conflict, and their recovery (arts. 38 and 39)

118. The Committee is concerned at the l|ack of respect for the rights of
children in areas of ongoing arnmed conflict within the State party, such as in
Chechnya and Dagestan. The Conmittee is concerned, especially, at the

i nvol venent of children in armed conflict, at violations of provisions of

i nternational humanitarian | aw and at the nunmber and situation of internally
di spl aced children. The Committee is al so concerned at the application, by
courts in Chechnya, of the death penalty and certain corporal punishnents,

i ncluding nutilation, when sentencing children. |In addition, the Conmittee is
concerned at reports of alleged summary executions, involuntary di sappearances,
arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment of children in the region

119. The Committee encourages the State party to ensure that children and ot her
civilians are protected during periods of conflict and that support and
rehabilitative assistance, including psychological aid, is nade available to
internally displaced children and children living in regions of armed conflict.

Child | abour (art. 32)

120. The Committee remmi ns concerned that child | abour and econom c
exploitation are a growi ng problem affecting children in the State party.
Additionally, the Cormittee is concerned at the high nunber of children working
and/or living in the street who require special attention because of their

i ncreased vul nerability to involvenment in juvenile crine, alcohol and substance
abuse and sexual exploitation - including through crimnal organizations.

121. The Committee encourages the State party to give specific attention to
nmonitoring the full inplenmentation of |abour laws, in particular in the
“informal” sector, to protect children from being econom cally and sexually

expl oited, including through prostitution. The Comm ttee reconmends that the
State party undertake research on the issue of children |living and/or working in
the street with a view to inproving policies, practices and progranmes
concerning these children.

122. Finally, the Committee recommends that the State party consi der seeking
techni cal assistance fromthe |ILO | PEC when devel opi ng a conprehensive policy to
prevent and conbat the growi ng problemof child | abour, that the State party
strengthen its efforts to inplenent the provisions of ILO Convention (No. 138)
concerning the Mnimum Age for Adm ssion to Enploynment (1973) and that the State
party consider ratifying ILO Convention No 182 Concerning the Prohibition and

| medi ate Action for the Elimnation of the Wirst Fornms of Child Labour (1999).

Drug abuse and other forms of substance abuse (art. 33)

123. The Committee is concerned at the growi ng problem of alcohol, drug and
ot her substance abuse anong children and their fanmlies.

124. The Committee recomends that the State party undertake additional efforts
to prevent the abuse of alcohol by children and their involvenent in the

di stribution and consunption of drugs. The Committee al so recomends t hat
further neasures be undertaken to provide adequate treatnent, rehabilitation and
support services to children and their famlies involved in alcohol, drug and
subst ance abuse.
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Sexual exploitation and abuse (art. 34)

125. The insufficient |egislation, policies and progranmes to protect children
fromcomercial sexual exploitation, abuse and pornography is a matter of
concern to the Committee.

126. Further to the recommendati on contained in paragraph 24 of its 1993

concl udi ng observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 4), the Committee recomrends that the
State party undertake a conprehensive study on conmercial sexual exploitation
and abuse and the use of children in pornography. The Conmittee al so reconmends
that additional |egislative measures be undertaken and that services be expanded
in order to enhance the protection of children from sexual exploitation and
abuse, and to ensure the treatnent and rehabilitation of child victinms. The
Committee further encourages the State party, inits efforts to address
comerci al sexual exploitation, to take into account the recomendations

formul ated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the World Congress Agai nst
Commercial Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholmin 1996.

Children of mnorities or of indigenous peoples (art. 30)

127. VWhile the Commttee notes the 1996 Federal National Cultural Autonomy Act
and programres designed to provide support to mnorities, the Conmttee renains
concerned at the living conditions of ethnic mnorities, especially in the
north, and their access to health, educational and other social services. The
Committee is al so concerned at the grow ng incidence of societal discrimnation
agai nst children belonging to ethnic mnorities.

128. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all necessary measures
to protect mnority children fromdiscrimnation and to guarantee their ful
access to educational, health and other social services.

Administration of juvenile justice (arts. 37, 40 and 39)

129. The area of juvenile justice is a matter of persistent and serious concern
to the Cormittee, in particular regarding the insufficient inplementation by the
State party of the Committee’s 1993 recommendati on on the need to set up a
system of juvenile justice, including the adoption of a | aw on juvenile justice
and the establishment of juvenile courts.

130. The Committee expresses its concern over reports of police brutality and
torture conmmtted agai nst detained juveniles during the investigation of their
all eged acts, and its concern over the extended periods of pre-trial detention
of juvenile detainees at the discretion of the Procurator. The Committee is
al so seriously concerned at the treatnment of juvenile offenders living in
educational col onies, places of pre-trial detention or in special educationa
establ i shnents, and at the poor conditions of detention and in prisons in
gener al

131. In the light of the Comrittee s reconmendati ons contained in paragraphs 22
and 23 of its 1993 concl udi ng observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 4), articles 37, 40 and
39 of the Convention, as well as the United Nations Standard M ni mum Rul es for
the Adm ni stration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Gui delines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Ri yadh Guidelines)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, the Conmittee recommends that the State party take particul ar nmeasures
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to i nplenent, as soon as possible, the planned reform of the system of juvenile
justice, including the adoption of conprehensive |egislation on juvenile
justice, the introduction of special juvenile courts with trained juvenile
judges and the revision of the Code of Crimnal Procedure, so as to transfer the
power to order the arrest of juveniles fromthe Procurator to the juvenile
courts, tolimt the termof pre-trial detention and to expedite court
procedures and the training of |aw enforcenent and judicial officials in child
rights and the rehabilitative ains of juvenile justice, as provided for by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

132. The Committee strongly urges the State party to use the deprivation of
liberty only as a nmeasure of “last resort” in dispensing juvenile justice, as
requi red by the Convention. To this end, the Commttee urges the State party to
make wi der use of alternatives to deprivation of |liberty, to nake the necessary
resources avail able for adm nistering such alternatives and to restructure
juvenile reforminstitutions with a view to enhancing the rehabilitation of
juvenile delinquents.

133. The Committee also urges the State party to take i mmedi ate neasures to
protect the rights of children deprived of their liberty, by providing | ega
assistance to children and by inproving conditions in places of detention
including pre-trial detention centres and educational colonies. Further, the
Committee recomrends the establishnment of an appropriate and i ndependent chil d-
friendly conplaint mechanismin cooperation with NGOs, the tinmely addressing of
rights violations observed and programes to assist in the rehabilitation and
reinsertion into society of juveniles following their release fromdetention

134. The Committee recomends that the State party consider seeking

i nternati onal cooperation and technical assistance with regard to juvenile
justice from inter alia, the United Nations Centre for International Crinme
Prevention, the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF and the
International Network on Juvenile Justice through the United Nations

Coordi nati on Panel on Juvenile Justice.

Di ssem nation of reports

135. Lastly, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the second periodic report and the witten replies
submtted by the State party be made widely available to the public, along with
the summary records of the relevant neetings and the concl udi ng observations
adopted by the Commttee. Such wi de distribution should generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and the state of its inplenentation, particularly
within the Governnent, the relevant mnistries, the Parlianment and non-

gover nent al organi zati ons.
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3. Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child:
Vanuat u

136. The Committee considered the initial report of Vanuatu (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8) at
its 566th to 567th neetings (CRC/C/ SR 566-567), held on 24 Septenber 1999, and
adopted */ the follow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

137. The Committee wel comes the subnmission of the State party’ s initial report
and the witten replies to its list of issues (CRC/JC Q VAN 1). The Conmittee is
encouraged by the constructive and open dialogue it had with the State party and
wel comes the positive reactions to the suggestions and recomrendati ons nade
during the discussion. The Conmittee acknow edges that the presence of a
representative directly involved in the inplementation of the Convention all owed
for a fuller assessnment of the situation of the rights of children in the State

party.

B. Positive aspects

138. The Committee appreciates the State party’s initiative of establishing an
Onbudsman O fice mandated to handl e compl aints by chil dren whose rights have
been violated. 1In this connection, the Committee notes the efforts of the
Onbudsman to facilitate the ban on the use of corporal punishment in schools and
to pronote greater awareness anmong the police of the principles and provisions
of the Conventi on.

139. The Committee notes that the Convention has been made avail able in English
and French and that it has been translated by the State party into Bislanm

140. The Committee takes note of the efforts made by the State party in the
area of primary health care services, which have inproved the chances of
survi val and devel opnent for children

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

141. The Committee acknow edges that the socio-econom c, geographic and
political difficulties facing the State party have inpeded the ful

i npl enmentation of the Convention. |In particular it notes the challenges faced
by the State party in inplementing adequate programes and services for children
inits dispersed island conmunities, sone of which are isolated and very
difficult to reach. The Commttee acknow edges the vulnerability of the State
party with respect to natural disasters such as cyclones, typhoons, tidal waves
and flooding, and the challenges faced in this regard. The Commttee further
notes that the linmted availability of human resources has al so adversely
affected the full inplenmentation of the Convention

D. Subjects of concern and Conmmttee recomendati ons

D.1. GCeneral neasures of inplenentation

142. The Committee expresses its concern that donestic |egislation and
customary | aw do not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the
Convention. The Commttee recomends that the State party undertake a review of
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its domestic legislation with a viewto ensuring full conformty with the
principles and provisions of the Convention. The Conmittee also recomends that
the State party consider the enactnment of a conprehensive children’s code. In
this regard, the Commttee further reconmends that the State party seek

techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF.

143. While the Cormmittee notes that the State party has el aborated a proposa

to establish a Children’s O fice and a National Children’s Cormittee, it remins
concerned that the proposal has not yet been inplenmented and that the nodus
operandi of the agencies has not been clearly articulated. The Conmittee
strongly recommends that the State party undertake all necessary neasures to
ensure that the proposal is carried out as soon as possible and that adequate
funding is allocated to ensure that the Ofice and the Committee are effectively
est abl i shed.

144, The Committee notes that the State party has el aborated a Nationa
Programe of Action for Children (1993-2000) which focuses on health; popul ation
and fam ly planning; nutrition; water supply and environnmental sanitation
agriculture, livestock and fisheries; and educati on. However, the Conmittee is
concerned that a specific budget has not been allocated for the inplenmentation
of the Programme. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake al
appropriate nmeasures to inplenment the National Progranme of Action for Children
In this connection, the Cormittee recomrends that the State party seek technica
assistance from jinter alia, UNICEF and the Wrld Health O ganization (WHO .

145. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a data collection nmechani sm
within the State party to nmake possible the systematic and conprehensive
col l ection of disaggregated data for all areas covered by the Convention and in
relation to all groups of children in order to nonitor and eval uate progress
achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with respect to children. The
Committee recomrends that the State party devel op a conprehensive system of data
coll ection consistent with the Convention. This system should cover al
children up to the age of 18 years, with specific enphasis on those who are
particularly vul nerable, including children with disabilities, child victins of
abuse or ill-treatment, and children living in renote island and urban squatter
conmuni ti es.

146. The Committee remains concerned that, in the light of article 4 of the
Convention, not enough attention has been paid to allocating budgetary resources
in favour of children. 1In the |light of articles 2, 3 and 6 of the Convention
the Commttee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to the ful

i mpl enmentation of article 4 of the Convention by prioritizing budgetary

al locations to ensure inplenmentation of the econonmic, social and cultural rights
of children, to the maxi num extent of avail able resources and, where needed,
within the framework of international cooperation.

147. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party in dissem nating

i nformati on about the Convention and recognizes the challenges faced in this
regard, particularly in the light of the fact that 82 per cent of the popul ation
live in renmote island communities. However, the Comrittee is concerned that the
general population remains insufficiently aware of the Convention and the

ri ghts-based approach enshrined therein. The Comm ttee reconmends that the
State party devel op nore creative nmethods to pronote the Convention, including
through vi sual aids such as picture books and posters. Additionally, the
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Conmittee recommends the use of traditional nethods of conmunication in
pronmoting the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Comrttee al so
recommends adequate and systematic training and/or sensitization of professiona
groups working with and for children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent
personnel, teachers, school adm nistrators and health personnel. The Comm ttee
further recommends that efforts be nade to sensitize civil society, including
comunity chiefs, religious | eaders, NGOs and the nedia, about children’'s rights
and to facilitate their participation in the dissem nation and pronotion of the
Convention. The State party is encouraged to fully integrate the Convention
into the curricula at all levels of the educational system It is suggested
that the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of
the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF and UNESCO

D.2. Definition of the child

148. The Committee expresses concern regarding the | ow mnimum age for crimna
responsibility (10 years). The Conmittee is also concerned about the disparity
between the mninmum | egal age for the marriage of boys (18 years) and that of
girls (16 years). The Conmittee recommends that the State party reviewits
legislation in order to bring it into full conformity with the provisions and
principles of the Convention.

D.3. General principles

149. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not appear to have
fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its
general principles as reflected inits articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opment) and 12
(respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its admnistrative and
judicial decisions, and its policies and programres relevant to children. It is
the Conmittee' s view that further efforts nmust be undertaken to ensure that the
general principles of the Convention not only guide policy discussion and

deci si on-maki ng, but are also appropriately integrated in all |egal revisions,
as well as in judicial and adm nistrative decisions and in projects, programres
and services which have an inpact on children

150. The Committee is concerned that traditional practices and attitudes stil
[imt the full inplenentation of the Convention, in particular article 12. The
Committee recomrends that the State party seek to devel op a systemati c approach
with the invol vement of comunity chiefs, religious |eaders and civil society,
to increase public awareness of the participatory rights of children and

encour age respect for the views of the child within the famly, in school and
generally in society.

D.4. Civil rights and freedons

151. Wiile the Conmittee is aware that corporal punishnent is prohibited by |aw
in schools, it remains concerned that traditional societal attitudes continue to
encourage the use of such punishment within the famly, in schools, care and
juvenile justice systenms and generally in society. The Committee recomends
that the State party reinforce neasures to rai se awareness of the negative
effects of corporal punishnent and ensure that alternative forns of discipline
are admnistered in famlies, schools, and care and other institutions, in a
manner consistent with the child s dignity and in conformty with the
Convention. In this connection, the Comrittee reconmmends that the State party
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provi de counseling and other programes for parents, teachers and professionals
working in institutions to encourage their use of alternative forns of

puni shment. In addition, the Comrmittee strongly recomrends that all necessary
nmeasures be taken to ensure the full and effective inplenmentation of the ban on
corporal punishment in schools.

D.5. Famly environnent and alternative care

152. The lack of data, appropriate neasures, nechani sms and resources to
prevent and conbat donestic violence, including child sexual abuse, are matters
of grave concern to the Committee. In the light of article 19, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party undertake studies on donestic violence, ill-
treatment and abuse, including sexual abuse, to understand the scope and nature
of these practices, adopt adequate neasures and policies, and contribute to
changing attitudes. The Committee al so recommends that cases of domestic
violence and ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse wthin
the famly, be properly investigated within a child-friendly judicial procedure
and sanctions applied to perpetrators, due regard being given to protecting the
right to privacy of the child. Measures should also be taken to ensure the
provi sion of support services to children in |egal proceedings, the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the victinms of rape, abuse,
neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation, in accordance with article 39
of the Convention, and the prevention of crimnalization and stigmatization of
victims. The Commttee recomends that the State party seek technica
assistance from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO

D.6. Basic health and welfare

153. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to i nprove the genera
situation of health. 1In particular, it notes that both the infant nortality
rate and the under-five nortality rate have declined rapidly during the past
decade and that imunization coverage has inproved considerably. The Conmittee
al so notes that the State party has inplenented a food and nutrition programe,
whi ch has resulted in a reduction in the incidence of malnutrition. The
Conmittee is concerned, however, that the survival and devel opnent of children
within the State party continue to be threatened by nalaria, acute respiratory
i nfections and di arrhoeal diseases. The Conmittee is al so concerned about the

i nsufficient nunber of trained health workers; w de discrepancies in the

di stribution of health professionals between comunities; limted access to
health services in sone island communities; poor sanitation and |limted access
to safe drinking water, particularly in renote areas. The Committee recomends
that the State party allocate appropriate resources and devel op conprehensi ve
policies and progranmes to i nprove the health situation of children and
facilitate greater access to primary health services. The Committee recomends
that the State party continue its efforts to reduce the incidence of maternal
child and infant nmortality; inprove breastfeeding practices; and prevent and
combat mal nutrition, especially in vulnerable and di sadvant aged groups of
children. The Commttee also recommends that the State party undertake
addi ti onal nmeasures to increase access to safe drinking water and to inprove
sanitation. Additionally, the Committee encourages the State party to continue
its technical cooperation programres with UNI CEF, WHO and others to inprove
primary health care

154. Wiile noting with appreciation the activities of the Vanuatu Society of
Di sabl ed Persons regardi ng assi stance to and rehabilitation of children with
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disabilities, the Conmttee remains concerned that insufficient efforts have
been made to protect the rights of children with disabilities. The Commttee
recommends that the State party allocate the necessary resources for programes
and facilities for children with disabilities. 1In the Iight of the Standard
Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
(CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/96) and the Commttee’s recomendati ons adopted
at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities”
(CRC/C/69), it is also recommended that the State party develop early
identification progranmes to prevent disabilities, establish special education
programes for children with disabilities and further encourage their
integration into the educational systemand their inclusion in society. The
Committee recomrends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the
training of persons working with and for children with disabilities from inter
alia, UNICEF and the WHO

155. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the limted availability of
programes and services and the | ack of adequate data in the area of adol escent
heal th, including accidents, suicide, violence and abortions. The Committee is
particularly concerned at the high and increasing incidence of teenage pregnancy
and sexually transm tted di seases (STDs) as well as the preval ence of the use of
al cohol and tobacco among youth. The Committee recommends that the State party
increase its efforts to pronote adol escent health policies, particularly with
respect to accidents, suicide, violence, alcohol consumption and tobacco use.
The Conmittee further suggests that a conprehensive and nultidisciplinary study
be undertaken on adol escent health problens, including the negative inpact of
early pregnancy and STDs. Additionally, it is also recomrended that the State
party undertake further nmeasures, including the allocation of adequate human and
financi al resources, to devel op youth-friendly counselling, care and
rehabilitation facilities that woul d be accessible, w thout parental consent, in
the best interests of the child. The State party is urged to strengthen
reproductive health educati on progranmes for adol escents and to ensure the
inclusion of nmen in all training programes on reproductive health.

D.7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

156. The Committee notes the inmportance of the role of traditional education
particularly in renote island comunities. The Conmmittee expresses grave
concern that primary education is still not compul sory and free to all children
in the State party. Further, the Conmittee is concerned about the limted
access to education, the low rate of enrolment of girls, the lowliteracy rate,
the poor quality of education, the general |ack of relevant |earning materia
and ot her resources, and the insufficient nunbers of trained/qualified teachers.
There is a concern that efforts have not been made to introduce |ocal |anguages
into the education curricula. Many parents continue to see education as having
a negative inpact on the behaviour of children. In the light of article 28.1
(a), it is strongly recomrended that the State party undertake, within two
years, to el aborate, adopt and submit to the Cormittee a detailed plan of action
for the progressive inplementation, within a reasonable nunber of years, of
compul sory education free of charge for all. The Commttee further reconmends
that the State party undertake a study of the educational systemwith a viewto
i mprovi ng access to education at all |evels of the system increasing the
enrolment rate of girls, particularly at the secondary |evel, introducing |oca
| anguages as additional tools of instruction, and inproving the overall quality
of education. The Committee al so recommends that a public education canpai gn be
undertaken to pronote the inportance of education and to influence cultura
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attitudes positively in this regard. It is recormmended that the State party
seek technical cooperation from jinter alia, UN CEF and UNESCO

D. 8. Special protection neasures

157. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient data on child | abour and
economi c exploitation of children. Gven the limted access to secondary
education and the resulting early enployment of children, the Comm ttee suggests
that the State party undertake a survey on child | abour and econom c
exploitation, particularly in the informl sector

158. The Committee is concerned about the problens faced by the State party
with respect to its judiciary, including the juvenile justice process. The
Committee acknow edges the informati on provided about the traditional way in
whi ch juvenil e delinquency is treated and reconmends that the State party:

(a) Undert ake measures to reformthe system of juvenile justice in the
spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of other
United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard
M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules),
the United Nations Cuidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the
Ri yadh Cuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) I ntroduce training progranmes on relevant international standards
for all professionals involved with the systemof juvenile justice; and

(c) Consi der seeking technical assistance in the area of juvenile
justice and police training from inter alia, the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
the International Network on Juvenile Justice, UN CEF and the Coordi nati on Pane
on Technical Advice and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

159. Lastly, the Commttee recomrends that, in the light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies presented
by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that

consi deration be given to publishing the report along with the rel evant summary
records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee. Such
a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and

awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the general public, including non-governnental organizations.

4. Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child:
Mexi co

160. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Mexico
(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6) and its supplementary report (CRC/ C/65/Add.16) at its 568th and
569t h neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 568-569), held on 27 Septenber 1999, and adopted */
the foll owi ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

161. Wiile wel coming the subm ssion of the State party’s second periodic
report, the Cormittee regrets that the report did not follow the guidelines for
reporting. The Committee al so wel cones the supplenmentary report as well as the
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wealth of information provided by the State party’ s del egation in the course of
its dialogue with the Committee. The Conmittee notes with appreciation the
written replies to the list of issues (CRC/C/Q MEX/2), while regretting their

| ate submi ssion. |In particular, the Cormittee is encouraged by the statenent
made by the State party’s del egation that the Convention is used by the State
party as the guiding tool for action in the field of children s rights. The
Committee is encouraged by the constructive and open dialogue it had with the
State party’s del egation.

B. Follow up neasures undertaken and progress achi eved
by the State party

162. The establishnment of initiatives such as the National Programre of Action
for Children (1995-2000), the National Devel opment Pl an (1995-2000), and the
Programme for Education, Health and Nutrition (PROGRESA) are regarded as
positive nmeasures in line with the Committee' s recommendati ons (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 16). In this regard, the Conmittee wel cones the fact
that the State party, one of the six countries that convened the Wrld Sumnt
for Children in 1990, has undertaken neasures, in conjunction with the other
conveners, to hold a series of events to evaluate and foll ow up the conm tnents
made by States in 1990.

163. In the light of the Committee s recomendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para.
19), the Conmittee welcomes the multiple neasures undertaken by the State
party, in particular by the National Conm ssion of Human Ri ghts (CNDH) and the
Nati onal System for the Integral Devel opnent of the Famly (DIF), to create
awar eness of the principles and provisions of the Convention. |In this regard,
the holding of the Children’s Federal Elections (1997), an illustration of the
principle of respect for the views of the child (art. 12 of the Convention), is
al so wel conmred by the Committee.

164. The Committee wel conmes the State party’s accession (1999) to the Inter-
Ameri can Convention on the Prevention, Punishnment and Eradication of Violence
agai nst Wonmen (the Bel em do Para Convention) and the |egislative reform process
ai med at making donestic violence a crine in the State party’ s domestic

| egislation. The Committee considers these as positive nmeasures to conbat
gender discrimnation and child abuse and ill-treatnent, in line with the
Conmittee’s recommendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 18).

165. The Committee wel comes the State party’s accession (in 1994) to the 1993
Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption in line with the Commttee's recomendati on
(CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 18). The State party’s accession (in 1999) to the

I nternational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers
and Menbers of Their Families is also wel coned by the Committee.

166. The Committee also welcones the inplenmentation of the Reciproca
Programme for Obtaining M ntenance Fees (URESA/ RURESA) signed between the State
party and the United States of Anerica, which has particular inmportance owing to
the high emi gration rate of Mexican nationals to that country.

167. The Committee wel cones the measures taken by the State party to prevent
and conmbat the abuse of drugs by children and, in particular, the agreenent

si gned between the State party, UN CEF and the United Nations Drug Contro
Programme (UNDCP) to work jointly to prevent and conbat drug abuse by children.
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C. Factors and difficulties inpeding further progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

168. The Committee notes that w despread poverty and | ong-standi ng econonm ¢ and
social disparities within the State party are still affecting the npst

vul nerabl e groups, including children, and hanpering the enjoyment of the rights
of the child in the State party. The Commttee also notes that this situation
has been particularly aggravated by severe econom c crises and drastic econom c
reforns.

D. Principal subjects of concern and Conmittee recomendations

D.1. General neasures of inplenentation

169. Wiile noting the neasures taken by the State party to inplenent the
Committee’s recomrendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 15) concerning the need to
har moni ze donestic legislation with the Convention, in particular in relation to
the process for enacting the Child Protection Code, the Conmittee remains
concerned that current donestic legislation on children's rights, both at the
federal and State levels, does still not reflect the principles and provisions
of the Convention and that mnmeasures taken to harnoni ze donestic | egislation seem
somewhat fragnmented and do not take into consideration the holistic approach of
t he Convention. The Conmmittee reiterates its recomendation that the State
party continue its process of legislative reformto ensure that domestic

| egislation relating to children's rights, both at the federal and state |evels,
isin full conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention and
reflects its holistic nature.

170. The Committee wel comes the appoi ntnent of 32 state procurators for the
defence of the rights of the child and the fanmily and takes note of the
proposal s to enact a general act establishing the role and powers of their

of fices. However, the Committee is concerned about the limted powers and
resources, both financial and human, of these offices to function in an
effective manner for the protection of children's rights. The Conmittee
recomends that the State party continue its efforts, including |egislative
measures, to strengthen the mandate and i ndependence, both at the federal and
state levels, as well as to increase the resources, both financial and human, of
the offices of the state procurators for the defence of the rights of the child
and the famly.

171. Wth regard to the Commttee's recomendati on (CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 15),
the Committee wel cones the neasures taken by the Mnistry of Health and the

nati onal System for the Integral Devel opment of the Family (DI F) in the

coordi nati on and monitoring of the inplementation of the National Plan of Action
(1995-2000) and takes note of the establishnment of the National Systemfor the
Fol | ow-up and Monitoring of the Inplenmentation of the Convention (1998).

However, the Conmittee remains concerned that the National Systemis only
operational in seven states of the State party’'s territory. 1In this regard, the
Committee recomrends that the State party continue taking effective neasures to
accel erate the establishnment, within the framework of the National System for

t he Fol |l ow-up and Monitoring of the Convention, of conm ssions, at the federa
and state levels, to guarantee the inplementation of the Convention. In
addition, the Comrittee encourages the State party to continue working in close
cooperation with non-governnmental organizations active in the field of
children's rights. Furthernore, the Committee reconmends that non-governmenta
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organi zations be included in the design and inplenentation of policies and
programes carried out by the National System

172. Wiile taking note of the statistics on the situation of children contained
in the supplenentary report provided by the State party, in particular those
devel oped for nmonitoring the National Plan of Action for Children (1995-2000),
the Commttee remai ns concerned about the |ack of disaggregated data for al
areas covered by the Convention. The Commttee recommends that the State party
continue reviewi ng and updating its data collection system with a viewto
including all areas covered by the Convention. |In addition, the Commttee
encourages the State party to use the information provided by its next
popul ati on census (2000) as a basis for the devel opnment of di saggregated data on
children's rights. Such a system should include all children under 18 years of
age, and specifically enphasize the situation of vul nerable groups of children
as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of children's
rights and to help design policies for better inplenentation of the provisions
of the Convention. In this regard, the Comm ttee encourages the State party to
seek technical assistance from jnter alia, UN CEF

173. Wth regard to the provision of training for professionals working with
and for children (see Cormittee's recommendation, CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 19),
the Conmittee wel cones the efforts undertaken in this area, in particular by the
Nat i onal Conmi ssion of Human Rights (CNDH) and DIF. The Conmittee encourages
the State party to continue inplenenting systematic education and training
programes on the provisions of the Convention for parlianentarians and al

pr of essi onal groups working for and with children, such as judges, |awers, |aw
enforcenent officials, civil servants, mnunicipal workers, personnel working in
institutions and places of detention for children, teachers, health personnel

i ncl udi ng psychol ogi sts, and social workers. Technical assistance from jinter
alia, the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF coul d be
requested in this regard.

174. In the light of its recomrendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para.16), the
Committee wel comes the nmeasures undertaken by the State party in designing and
i mpl enenting social policies and progranmes for children. Nevertheless, the
Committee remains concerned that, despite the State party’s neasures in this
area, poverty and social and regional inequalities are still affecting a |large
nunber of children and their famlies. The Committee reiterates its
recommendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 16) that such neasures shoul d be
undertaken "to the maxi num extent of available resources” in the |ight of
articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention. The Conmittee further recomends that
the State Party give priority to ensuring that sufficient budgetary all ocation
is provided to social services for children and that particular attention is
paid to the protection of children belonging to vul nerable and marginalized

gr oups.

D.2. Definition of the child

175. The Committee expresses its concern that the mninmum | egal ages for

marri age of boys (16) and girls (14) in nost of the states of the State party
are too low and that these ages are different for boys and girls. This
situation is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and
constitutes a form of gender-based discrimnation which affects the enjoynment of
all rights. The Commttee recomends that the State party undertake |egislative
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reform both at the federal and state levels, to raise and equalize the m nimum
| egal ages for marriage of boys and girls.

D.3. General principles

176. The Committee wel comes the information provided by the State party about
the national public referendumregarding the rights of the child and takes note
of the process of constitutional reformgenerated by this referendum both
initiatives are in line with the Committee's recomrendati on (CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 13,
paras. 15 and 16). |In this regard, the Conmittee encourages the State party to
continue these initiatives with the aimof introducing into the Constitution the
principles of non-discrimnation and the best interests of the child (arts. 2
and 3 of the Convention).

177. While the Committee acknowl edges the State party’'s nmeasures to inplement
the Conmittee’ s recommendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 18) concerning the
protection of the rights of the nost vul nerable groups of children, in
particul ar the neasures carried out by PROGRESA, DI F, the National Indigenous
Institute (INI) and CONMUWER, the Comrittee is of the opinion that these
nmeasures need to be reinforced. The Conmittee reiterates its recommendati on and
further reconmends that the State party increase measures to reduce econom c and
soci al disparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent

di scrim nation agai nst the nost di sadvantaged groups of children, such as girls,
children with disabilities, children belonging to indigenous and ethnic groups,
children living and/or working on the streets and children living in rura

ar eas.

178. The Committee takes note of the efforts made in the field of |egislative
reformto integrate the principles of “best interests of the child” (art. 3) and
“respect for the views of the child” (art. 12) into domestic |egislation, at
both state and federal |evels. Nevertheless, the Conmttee remains concerned
that these principles are not fully inplenented. The Conmittee reconmmends that
further efforts be made to ensure the inplenentation of the principles of “best
interests of the child” and “respect for the views of the child”, especially his
or her rights to participate in the famly, at school and in other socia
institutions. These principles should also be reflected in all policies and
programmes relating to children. Awareness raising among the public at |arge,

i ncluding community | eaders, and educational programres on the inplenentation of
these principles should be reinforced in order to change traditional perceptions
of children who are too often regarded as the objects (Doctrina de la Situacién
Irreqular) rather than the subjects of rights.

179. In the light of article 6 and other related provisions of the Convention
the Conmittee expresses its concern about the threat to the right to Iife of
children caused by the degree of militarization in the State party and the
confrontations with “irregular armed civilian groups” in parts of the State
party’s territory, especially in the states of Chiapas, Oaxaca, CGuerrero and
Veracruz. The Committee reconmmends that the State party take effective neasures
to protect children against the negative effects of these confrontations. The
establishnment of rehabilitation neasures for child victinms of these
confrontations is al so recommended.
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D.4. Civil rights and freedons

180. Although the State party has made significant progress in the area of
birth registration, the Comrittee is of the opinion that greater efforts are
needed to ensure that all children are registered, especially those belonging to
the nost vul nerable groups. The Conmittee recommends that the State party
strengthen its nmeasures to ensure the inmediate registration of the birth of al
children, especially of those living in rural and renote areas and belonging to
i ndi genous groups.

181. Wth regard to the State party's initiatives to pronote children's
participatory rights, the Commttee is of the opinion that these efforts need
to be inmproved and strengthened. 1In the light of articles 12, 13, 14 and 15 of
t he Convention, the Conmttee recommends that further measures be undertaken to
pronmote the participation of children in the famly, at school and in other
social institutions, as well as to guarantee their effective enjoynent of the
fundamental freedons, including those of opinion, expression and associ ation

182. Al though the Committee notes with appreciati on the neasures taken by the
State party to comply with the Comrittee's reconmendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13,
para.17), it remains concerned about the persistent number of alleged cases of
chil dren who have been detained in extreme conditions which amount to cruel

i nhuman or degrading treatnent, and cases of children physically ill-treated by
menbers of the police or the armed forces. The Committee recommends that the
State party reinforce its judicial mechanisns to deal effectively with

conplaints of police brutality, ill-treatnent and abuse of children, and that
cases of violence and abuse against children be duly investigated in order to
avoid the inmpunity of perpetrators. In this regard, the Committee endorses the

recomendati ons made by the Committee against Torture in May 1997 (A/ 52/ 44,
paras. 166-170).

D.5. Famly environnent and alternative care

183. While the Cormmittee wel comes the nmeasures taken by the State party to
conply with the Commttee's recomendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13, para. 18), it is
still concerned about the insufficient alternative care nmeasures for children
deprived of a famly environnent. The Conmittee recommends that the State party
continue taking the necessary steps to develop alternatives to institutiona

care of children (e.g. donmestic adoption and foster care). The Conmittee al so
recommends that the State party reinforce its nmonitoring and eval uati on system
to ensure the adequate devel opment of children living in institutions. The
Committee encourages the State party to continue taking neasures to review
periodically the placenment and treatnent of children, as enshrined in article 25
of the Conventi on.

184. Although the Conmittee takes note of the establishment of the Nationa
Programe agai nst Donestic Viol ence, 1999-2000 (PRONAVI), it renmins concerned
that, as acknowl edged in the State party's report, physical and sexual abuse

- within and outside the famly - is a serious problemin the State party.
Concern is al so expressed that donmestic |egislation, at both the federal and
state |l evels, does not explicitly prohibit the use of corporal punishnent in
schools. In the light of, inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party continue taking effective neasures,

i ncluding setting up nultidisciplinary treatnent and rehabilitation programres,
to prevent and conbat child abuse and ill-treatment of children within the
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famly, at school and in society at large. It suggests that |aw enforcenent
shoul d be strengthened with respect to such crimnmes, that adequate procedures and
mechani sms to deal effectively with conplaints of child abuse should be
reinforced in order to provide children with pronpt access to justice and that

t he use of corporal punishnment at home, in schools and other institutions, be
explicitly prohibited by |aw. Furthernore, educational progranmes should be
established to conbat traditional attitudes within society regarding this issue.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider seeking internationa
cooperation to this effect from inter alia, UN CEF and international non-

gover nent al organi zati ons.

D.6. Basic health and welfare

185. Wth regard to the nmeasures taken to inprove the health standards of
children, in particular initiatives to the reduce infant nortality, the
Committee remains concerned at the persistence of regional disparities in access
to health care, at the high rates of malnutrition anong children under five
years of age and those of school age, especially in rural and renpte areas and
among chil dren bel onging to indigenous groups. The Conmittee recomends that
the State party continue taking effective nmeasures to ensure access to basic
heal th care and services for all children. Mre concerted efforts need to be
taken to guarantee equal access to health care and to conbat malnutrition, wth
speci al enphasis on children bel onging to indi genous groups and children living
in rural and renote areas.

186. While welconming the State party's initiatives and programes in the field
of adol escent health, in particular those of the National Programe of
Prevention to Adol escent Mothers and the National Council for the Prevention and
Control of H V/AIDS (CONASIDA), the Committee remai ns concerned at the high
teenage maternal nortality rate and the hi gh nunber of teenage pregnancies. The
Committee recomrends that the State party continue its efforts to prevent the
spread of HHV/AIDS and that it take into consideration the recomrendati ons
adopted by the Commttee on its day of general discussion on "Children living in
a world of HHWAIDS" (CRC/C/80). The Committee al so reconmmends that further
efforts be undertaken for the devel opnent of child-friendly counselling services
and of care and rehabilitation facilities for adol escents.

D.7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

187. While the Cormittee notes with appreciation the State party's achi evenents
in the field of education, it remains concerned about the high drop-out and
repetition rates in primary and secondary schools, and the disparities in access
to educati on between rural and urban areas. The Committee is particularly
concerned about the situation of children belonging to indigenous groups
regarding their access to education and the |ow rel evance of the current

bi | i ngual educational programmes available for them In the light of articles
28, 29 and other related articles of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends
that the State party continue its efforts in the field of education by
strengthening its educational policies and systemin order to reduce regi ona
disparities in access to education and to strengthen ongoing retention
programmes and vocational training for drop-out students. The Conmittee also
recommends that the State party continue taking effective measures to inprove
the educational situation of children belonging to the nmost vul nerabl e groups,
in particular, with regard to bilingual education programes for children

bel ongi ng to indigenous groups. The Committee encourages the State party to
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consi der seeking technical assistance in this area, inter alia, from UNI CEF and
UNESCO.

D.8. Special protection neasures

188. Although the Conmittee is aware of the nmeasures taken by the State party,

in particular by IN, it remains concerned about the living conditions of
chil dren bel onging to indigenous groups, especially with regard to the ful
enjoynent of all the rights enshrined in the Convention. |In the Iight of

articles 2 and 30 of the Convention, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party take effective neasures to protect children bel onging to indi genous groups
agai nst discrimnation and to guarantee their enjoynent of all the rights
recogni zed by the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

189. While welconming the fact that the State party's legislation conplies with
i nternational |abour standards and the neasures taken for the eradication of
child |l abour, the Conmittee is still concerned that econom c exploitation
remai ns one of the nmajor problems affecting children in the State party. The
Committee is particularly concerned that the State party, in its second periodic
report, categorized only "street children” as "working children". The Conmittee
is of the opinion that this m sconception affects the scope and perception of
this social phenonmenon. In this regard, the Commttee is particularly concerned
that a | arge nunber of children are still involved in |abour activities,
especially in the informal sector and in agriculture. The Commttee expresses
its concern at the insufficient |aw enforcenment and the | ack of adequate

noni toring mechani snms to address this situation. 1In the light of, inter alia,
articles 3 and 32 of the Convention, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party reconsider its position regarding the issue of child | abour. The
situation of children involved in hazardous |abour, especially in the inform
sector, deserves special attention. Furthernore, the Committee reconmmends that
child labour [ aws should be enforced, the | abour inspectorates strengthened and
penal ties inposed in cases of violation. The Comm ttee reconmends that the
State party consider seeking technical assistance fromthe International Labour
Organi zation's International Programe for the Elimnation of Child Labour
(IPPEC). The Conmittee encourages the State party to consider ratifying ILO
Convention (No 138) regarding M nimum Age for Adm ssion to Enployment (1973) and
the new I LO Convention (No 182) concerning the Prohibition and | nmediate Action
for the Elimnation of the Wirst Fornms of Child Labour (1999).

190. In view of the assessment and reconmendati ons made by the Specia
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
(see E/CN. 4/1998/ 101/ Add. 2) regarding the situation of the sexual exploitation
of children in Mexico, the Cormttee wel comes the neasures taken by the State
party to conbat this phenonenon, in particular, the establishnment of the Inter-
institutional Commission to Eradicate the Sexual Exploitation of Children. In
this regard, and in the light of article 34 and other related articles of the
Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party take all effective
measures to i nplenent the recomrendati ons nade by the Special Rapporteur
follow ng her visit to Mexico. |In particular, the Conmttee recommends that the
State party conduct a study on the issue of commercial sexual exploitation of
children with a view to designing and inplenenting appropriate policies and
measures, including care and rehabilitation; and that it reinforce its

| egi sl ation, including punishnment agai nst perpetrators; and that it conduct
awar eness rai sing canpaigns on this issue.
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191. While the Committee is aware of the neasures taken by the State party on
the situation of "repatriated children" (nenores fronterizos), it remains
particularly concerned that a great nunber of these children are victinms of
trafficking networks, which use them for sexual or econom c exploitation
Concern is al so expressed about the increasing nunber of cases of trafficking
and sale of children from nei ghbouring countries who are brought into the State
party to work in prostitution. 1In this regard, the Comm ttee recomends t hat
the State party continue taking effective nmeasures on an urgent basis to protect
Mexi can mgrant children, to strengthen | aw enforcenent and to inplenent the
State party's national programme of prevention. 1In an effort to combat
effectively intercountry trafficking and sale of children, the Conmittee
suggests that the State party increase its efforts in the area of bilateral and
regi onal agreenments with neighbouring countries to facilitate the repatriation
of trafficked children and encourage their rehabilitation. Furthernore, the
Committee endorses the recomendati ons made by the Special Rapporteur on the
sal e of children, child prostitution and child pornography foll ow ng her visit
to Mexico (see E/CN.4/1998/101/Add.2) with regard to the situation of children
[iving in border areas.

192. Wth regard to the adm nistration of the juvenile justice system the
Committee remai ns concerned that:

(a) Federal and state legislation is not all in accordance with the
princi pl es and provisions of the Convention, especially regarding the | ow age of
crimnal responsibility;

(b) Deprivation of liberty is not systematically used only as a neasure
of last resort;

(c) Children are often detained together with adults in police stations;
(d) Cases are processed at a sl ow pace

(e) Detenti on centres have very poor conditions;

(f) Juvenil es have insufficient access to | egal assistance;

(9) Insufficient rehabilitation nmeasures exist for juvenile offenders;

(h) There is insufficient supervision and nonitoring in detention
centres;

(i) There is Iimted trained staff in detention centres.

In the light of articles 37, 40 and 39 and other relevant standards in this
field, such as the United Nations Standard M nimum Rul es for the Adm nistration
of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations CGuidelines for the
Preventi on of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines) and the United
Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, the
Committee recomrends that the State party:

(a) Effectively inplenent a juvenile justice systemin accordance with
t he Convention and other related international standards;
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(b) Ensure the inprovenent of the conditions of children living in
prisons and detention centres;

(c) Devel op centres for the rehabilitation of children in conflict with
the | aw;

(d) Prohi bit the use of violence by | aw enforcenent officials;

(e) Ensure that the use of deprivation of liberty is used only as a
measure of |ast resort;

() Guarantee pronpt access to justice for children in pre-tria
detention;

(9) Devel op alternative neasures to deprivation of |iberty;

(h) Strengthen its training progranmes on the rel evant internationa
standards, for judges, professionals and staff working in the field of juvenile
justice.

Furthernore, the Conmittee suggests that the State party consider seeking
techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
UNI CEF and the International Network on Juvenile Justice through the

Coordi nati on Panel on Juvenile Justice.

193. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the periodic report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that

consi deration be given to publishing the report, along with the rel evant summary
records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness
of the Convention, its inplenentation and nmonitoring within the Governnent, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnenta

or gani zati ons.

5. Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child:
Mal

194. The Committee considered the initial report of Mali (CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 53) at
its 570th to 572nd neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 570-572) on 28 and 29 Septenber 1999 and
adopted */ the follow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

195. The Committee wel comes the subnmission of the State party’ s initial report
whi ch followed the established guidelines and included substantive statistica

i nformati on on the situation of children. The Comrmittee al so takes note of the
written replies to its list of issues (CRC/C/Q MALI/1). The Conmittee is

encour aged by the constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with the State
party and wel cones the positive reactions to the suggestions and reconmendati ons
made during the discussion. The Commttee acknow edges that the presence of a
hi gh-ranki ng del egation directly involved in the inplenentation of the
Convention allowed for a fuller assessment of the situation of the rights of
children in the State party.
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B. Positive aspects

196. The Committee wel comes the inplenentation of the National Plan of Action
for the Survival, Developnent and Protection of Children (1992-2000). |In this
regard, it also welcones the establishnment of the Inter-Mnisterial Comm ssion
for the Inplenmentation of the Plan of Action, whose responsibilities include
nonitoring the inplenentation of activities under the Plan and pronoting
cooperation between donors and the conpetent technical departments. The
Conmittee further wel comes the establishment of the Mnistry for the Advancenent
of Wonen, Children and the Family, which, inter alia, facilitates the work of
the Comm ssion, particularly as regards the coordination of progranmes.

197. The Committee notes that the Convention has been translated into Bamanan
and Soni nke, the State party’s nost w dely spoken | anguages, and distributed
usi ng posters, booklets, |leaflets, brochures and cartoon strips. The Conmmittee
wel cones the State party’s use of traditional folk songs, stories and plays in
promoting the principles of the Convention. The Committee also wel comes the

i ntroduction of a training programme on the Convention which has to date
prepared a manual for trainers, trained 18 trainers and established regional and
nati onal teams of trainers. The efforts made thus far to train officials
working with and for children about the Convention and to sensitize the nmedia
about children’s rights are also noted. The Conmittee appreciates the fact that
the Convention has been incorporated in the programre of the teacher training
college and in the civic and noral education syllabuses at the primary schoo

| evel .

198. The Committee expresses its appreciation for the State party’'s efforts in
encouragi ng greater child participation and pronoting respect for the views of
the child. 1In particular, the Conmttee wel cones the annual Children’s
Parliament and the “Public Forunf which allow children the opportunity to
participate in and express their views on human rights and other matters of
concern to them including the National Plan of Action on the Survival,

Devel opnent and Protection of Children. The Conmittee notes w th appreciation
that the Children’ s Parliament includes children with disabilities. The
Committee also notes with appreciation that the menmbership of schoo

di sci plinary councils includes children

199. The Committee appreciates the State party’'s initiatives within the schoo
environnment. In this regard, it welcones the el aboration and recent

i rpl enmentation of the “Ten-Year Progranme for the Devel opnent of Education”
(PRODEC) which ains, inter alia, to establish parity between boys and girls in
terms of recruitnment and enrol nent, to expand the use of national |anguages in
education and to inprove the overall quality of education. The Conmittee
expresses appreciation for the recent initiatives to pronote the enrol nent of
girls at all levels of the educational system In particular, it notes the
establishnment of a special unit for the pronotion of the education of girls
within the Mnistry of Basic Education and the inplenentation of a policy to
al  ow pregnant schoolgirls to continue their education. The Committee further
notes the efforts to introduce or revitalize school canteens in economcally
di sadvant aged communities. The Commttee appreciates the recent efforts to

i nprove the infrastructure through the construction of additional schools and
cl assroonms and the refurbishnent of existing ones.
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C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

200. The Comrittee acknow edges that the econonmic and social difficulties
facing the State party have had a negative inpact on the situation of children
and have inpeded the full inplenmentation of the Convention. |In particular, it
notes the inpact of the structural adjustnment programe and the increasing |eve
of unenpl oyment and poverty. The Committee further notes that the limted
availability of skilled human resources al so adversely affects the ful

i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

D. Subjects of concern and the Committee’'s recomendati ons

D.1. GCeneral neasures of inplenentation

201. The Comrittee notes the comm tment expressed by the del egation to
encourage the State party to withdraw its reservation to article 16 of the
Convention and recommends that all necessary neasures be taken to facilitate the
process at the earliest possible opportunity, in the light of the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programre of Action (1993).

202. The Conmittee notes that a study was undertaken to identify the

i nconsi stenci es between donestic |egislation and the Convention. The Comittee
al so notes that a Code on the Well-being and Protection of Children has been

el aborated and i ncorporated in the Code of General Social Protection which is
currently being reviewed by the Mnistry for the Advancenent of Wonen, Children
and the Fam|ly with a view to final adoption by the National Assenmbly. The
Committee remai ns concerned, however, that donestic legislation, and in
particul ar customary law, still does not fully reflect the principles and

provi sions of the Convention. The Committee encourages the State party to take
all necessary neasures to ensure the early enactnment of the draft Code of
Ceneral Social Protection and to ensure that its donestic |egislation conforns
fully with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

203. VWhile the Comrittee notes the establishnent of the Inter-Mnisteria

Commi ssion for the Inplenentation of the National Plan of Action for the
Survival, Devel opment and Protection of Children, it is concerned that

i nsufficient resources have been allocated to allow the Commi ssion to coordi nate
effectively the inplementation of programes for children. The Committee is

al so concerned that nuch of the work of the Commission is centralized in the
regi onal capitals and the Bamako district, with very little focus at the
comunity level. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take al
necessary measures to ensure that adequate human and financial resources are
allocated to facilitate the coordination and inplenmentation of the National Plan
of Action, as well as of the Convention, and that programres be established in
rural areas at the conmunity | evel

204. The Committee al so expresses concern at the absence of an independent
mechani smto regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning violations
of their rights under the Convention. The Conmittee suggests that an

i ndependent child-friendly mechani sm be nmade accessible to children to deal with
conplaints of violations of their rights and to provide renedies for such
violations. The Commttee further suggests that the State party introduce an
awar eness raising canpaign to facilitate the effective use by children of such a
mechani sm
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205. The Conmittee is concerned that the current data collection nmechanismis
insufficient to ensure the systemati c and conprehensive coll ection of

di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data for all areas covered by the
Convention in relation to all groups of children, in order to nonitor and

eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with
respect to children. The Committee reconmends that the system of data
collection be reviewed with a view to incorporating all the areas covered by the
Conventi on. Such a system should cover all children up to the age of 18 years,
with specific enphasis on those who are particularly vul nerable, including:
girls; children with disabilities; child | abourers, especially domestic workers;
gari bou students; children living in remote rural areas; child brides; children
wor ki ng and/or living on the streets; children living in institutions; and
refugee children. Technical assistance in this area from inter alia, UNICEF is
encour aged.

206. The Comrittee notes the inpact of economic policies and the structura

adj ust nrent programme, which have had adverse effects on social investment. The
Committee remains concerned that, in the light of article 4 of the Convention
not enough attention has been paid to allocating budgetary resources in favour

of children “to the maxi num extent of ...available resources”. 1In the |ight of
articles 2, 3, and 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee encourages the State party
to pay particular attention to the full inplenmentation of article 4 of the

Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure inplenentation of the
economi c, social and cultural rights of children, to the maxi mum extent of

avail abl e resources and, where needed, within the framework of internationa
cooperation.

207. \While recognizing the efforts of the State party to prompte awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Comm ttee remains concerned
t hat professional groups, children, parents and the public at |arge are
generally not sufficiently aware of the Convention and the rights-based approach
enshrined therein. The Conmittee recommends that greater effort be nade to
ensure that the provisions of the Convention are wi dely known and understood by
adults and children alike, in both rural and urban areas. 1In this regard, it
encourages the State party to continue its efforts to make the Convention
available in | ocal |anguages and to pronote and dissemnate its principles and
provisions through the use of, inter alia, traditional nethods of

comuni cation. The Conmittee further recommends the reinforcenent of adequate
and systematic training and/or sensitization of traditional conmunity | eaders,
as well as professional groups working with and for children, such as judges,

| awyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
soci al workers, officials of central or |ocal adm nistration and personnel of
child-care institutions. 1In this regard, the Corm ttee suggests that the State

party seek technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF and UNESCO

D.2. Definition of the child

208. VWhile the Comrmittee notes the State party’'s proposal to review the

Marri age and Guardi anship Code, it remains concerned at the | ow mninmm]lega
age for marriage of girls (15 years) as compared to that of boys (18 years).
The Committee encourages the State party to amend the Marriage and CGuardi anship
Code to bring it into conformity with the provisions of the Convention
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D.3. General principles

209. The Comrittee is concerned that the State party does not appear to have
fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its
general principles, as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimnmnation), 3 (best
interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opnent) and 12
(respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its admnistrative and
judicial decisions, and in its policies and programes relevant to children

The Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts to ensure that
the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy discussion and
deci si on-maki ng, but are also appropriately incorporated in all |egal revisions,
as well as in judicial and adm nistrative decisions and in projects, programres
and services which have an inpact on children

210. While the Committee notes that the principle of non-discrimnation

(art. 2) is reflected in domestic legislation, it is still concerned that
nmeasures adopted to ensure that all children are guaranteed access to education
health and other social services and are protected against all forms of
exploitation are insufficient. O particular concern are certain vul nerable
groups of children, including: girls; children with disabilities; child

| abourers, especially donmestic workers; garibou students; children living in
rural areas; child brides; children working and/or living on the streets;
children in the juvenile justice system children living in institutions; and
refugee children. The Commttee recommends that the State party increase its
efforts to ensure inplementation of the principle of non-discrimnation and ful
conpliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to

vul nerabl e groups.

211. \While the Committee recognizes the efforts of the State party to pronote
respect for the views of the child and encourage child participation, it is
concerned that traditional practices and attitudes still limt the ful

i mpl enentation of article 12 of the Convention. The Conmittee encourages the
State party to continue pronoting public awareness of the participatory rights
of children and encouraging respect for the views of the child w thin schools,
famlies, social institutions, and the care and judicial systens.

D.4. Civil rights and freedons

212. The Comrittee notes that donmestic legislation within the State party
provides for the registration of all children at birth and that recent
initiatives have been undertaken to inprove and facilitate the process of birth
registration, particularly in rural areas. However, the Coimmttee is concerned
that many children are still not registered. 1In the light of articles 7 and 8
of the Convention, the Committee encourages the State party to continue its
efforts to ensure that birth registration is made accessible to all parents
within the State party. The Committee al so recommends that efforts be nade to
rai se awareness anong governnment officers, comunity | eaders and parents to
ensure that all children are registered at birth.

213. The Committee notes with concern that insufficient efforts have been nmade
to protect children from harnful information shown in private cinemas, homes and
comunity settings. |In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that the State party reinforce existing and/or establish new
appropriate nmeasures to protect children from harnful information.
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214. The Comrittee is concerned about the insufficient nmeasures taken to
prevent and prohibit police brutality and the inadequate enforcenment of
existing legislation to ensure that children are treated with respect for their
physi cal and nental integrity and their inherent dignity. The Conmttee
recommends that all appropriate neasures be taken to inmplement fully the

provi sions of articles 37 (a) and 39 of the Convention. |In this regard, the
Committee al so recommends that greater efforts be made to prevent police
brutality and to ensure that child victins are provided with adequate treatnment
to facilitate their physical and psychol ogical recovery and social reintegration
and that perpetrators are sanctioned. The Conmittee recommends that the State
party consider ratifying the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman
or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnent.

D.5. Famly environnent and alternative care

215. Wth respect to the situation of children deprived of a famly
environnent, the Commttee expresses its concern at the insufficient nunmber of
alternative care facilities and the | ack of support for existing ones. Concern
is al so expressed about the living conditions in alternative care institutions,
the i nadequate nonitoring of placenments and the |imted nunber of qualified
personnel in this field. The Committee notes with concern that foster care has
not yet been institutionalized or standardi zed and that the organizations

i nvolved are generally left to develop their own individual systens of
monitoring and recruitnment. The Committee recomrends that the State party
devel op additional programmes to facilitate alternative care, provide additiona
training for social and welfare workers and establish independent conplaint and
noni toring mechani snms for alternative care institutions. It is also reconmended
that the State party increase its efforts to provide support, including training
for parents, to discourage the abandonment of children. The Committee further
recommends that the State party develop a clear policy with respect to foster
care and introduce measures to ensure a standardi zed approach with respect to
recruitment, nonitoring and eval uation under existing foster care programmes.

216. The Committee wel comes the recent initiative undertaken by the State party
in establishing the National Comm ssion to Study Intercountry Adoption and
Conbat Trafficking in Children. The Committee notes that the final report of

t he Conmi ssion, due in Cctober 1999, will include |egislative and other
recommendations to protect the rights of children in situations of adoption and
to prevent and conbat the phenonenon of trafficking in children. The Commttee
remai ns concerned, however, at the absence of |egislation, policies and
institutions to regulate intercountry adoptions. The lack of nmonitoring with
respect to both donmestic and intercountry adoptions and the w despread practice
of kalifa (informal adoptions) are also matters of concern. |In the Iight of
article 21 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party

i ntroduce proper nonitoring procedures with respect to both donestic and

i ntercountry adoptions and prevent the abuse of the practice of kalifa.
Additionally, it is recormmended that the State party take all necessary
measures, including |legal and adm ni strative ones, to regulate intercountry
adoptions. The Committee further encourages the State party to consider
acceding to the Hague Convention of 1993 on the Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

217. The lack of appropriate neasures and nechanisns to prevent and conbat
ill-treatnment, neglect and abuse of children, including sexual abuse within the
famly; the inadequate resources (both financial and human); the insufficient
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nunber of adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat abuse; as well as
the | ack of awareness and information, including statistical data on these
phenonena, are matters of concern for the Conmttee. |In the Iight of

article 19, the Committee reconmmends that the State party undertake studies on
donestic violence, ill-treatnent and abuse in order to understand the scope and
nature of these practices, adopt adequate neasures and policies, and contribute
to changing attitudes. The Commttee al so recommends that cases of domestic
violence and ill-treatment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse wthin
the famly, be properly investigated within a child-friendly judicial procedure
and sanctions applied to perpetrators, with due regard being given to protecting
the right to privacy of the child. Measures should also be taken to ensure the
provi si on of support services to children in |egal proceedings, the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the victinms of rape, abuse,
neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation, in accordance with article 39
of the Convention, and the prevention of criminalization and stigmatization of
victims. The Commttee recomends that the State party seek technica

assistance from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO

218. \While the Conmmittee is aware that corporal punishment is prohibited in
schools and in care and other institutions, including the Bollé Observation and
Rehabilitation Centre, it remains concerned that traditional societal attitudes
continue to encourage the use of such punishnment within famlies and generally
within society. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take appropriate
measures to prohibit by |aw corporal punishment in care institutions. The
Committee further recomends that the State party reinforce neasures to raise
awar eness of the negative effects of corporal punishment and change cultura
attitudes to ensure that discipline is adm nistered in a nmanner consistent with
the child s dignity and in conformty with the Convention

D. 6. Basic health and welfare

219. \VWhile the Committee notes the recent efforts to inprove the genera
situation of health, it remains concerned that the survival and devel opnent of
children within the State party continues to be threatened by di seases such as
mal ari a, acute respiratory infections and diarrhoea. The Conmittee is also
concerned at the high incidence of child and infant nortality, as well as

mat ernal nortality, the high rate of malnutrition, poor sanitation and limted
access to safe drinking water, especially in rural communities. The Comittee
recommends that the State party allocate appropriate resources and devel op
conprehensive policies and programes to inprove the health situation of
children; facilitate access to primary health services; reduce the incidence of
mat ernal, child and infant nortality; prevent and combat mal nutrition,
especially in vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups of children, and increase
access to safe drinking water and sanitation. Additionally, the Commttee
encourages the State party to consider seeking technical assistance for the

i ntegrated managenent of childhood ill nesses and other neasures for child health
i nprovenent from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO

220. The Comrittee expresses its concern regarding the limted availability of
programes and services and the | ack of adequate data in the area of adol escent
heal th, including accidents, suicide, violence and abortion. VWhile the
Committee notes that the State party has initiated a national anti-AlDS
programe which ainms, inter alia, to establish counselling and treatnment centres
for people living with H V/AIDS and sexually transm tted di seases (STDs), it
remai ns concerned at the high and increasing incidence of H V/ A DS and STDs.



CRC/ C/ 90
page 50

The Committee reconmends that the State party increase its efforts to pronote
adol escent health policies, particularly with respect to accidents, suicide and
vi ol ence, and to strengthen reproductive health educati on and counselling
services. In this regard, the Conmttee encourages the introduction of training
programes on reproductive health. The Conmittee suggests that a conprehensive
and rmultidisciplinary study be undertaken on the scope of adol escent health
probl ems, including the negative inpact of early pregnancy and the specia
situation of children infected with, affected by or vulnerable to H V/ AIDS and
STDs. Additionally, it is recomended that the State party undertake further
measures, including the allocation of adequate human and financial resources, to
devel op youth-friendly counselling, care and rehabilitation facilities for

adol escents that woul d be accessi ble without parental consent, where this is in
the best interests of the child.

221. The Comrittee notes the efforts of the State party to introduce neasures
to eradicate the practice of fermale genital nutilation (FGW and other harnfu
traditional practices affecting the health of girls, including early and forced
marri ages. The Committee wel comes the proposal to establish a nationa
committee on practices harnful to the health of wonmen and children and to

i npl enment a plan of action to reduce the practice by the year 2008. The

Conmi ttee remai ns concerned, however, that harnful traditional practices such as
excision and early and forced marriages continue to be widely practised within
the State party. The Committee also notes with concern that approximately 75
per cent of wonmen in the State party are in favour of maintaining the practice
of excision. The Conmmittee recomends that the State party strengthen its
efforts to conbat and eradicate the persistent practice of FGM and ot her
traditional practices harnful to the health of girls. The Commttee urges the
State party to continue its efforts to conduct sensitization progranmes for
practitioners and the general public in order to change traditional attitudes
and di scourage harnful practices. 1In this regard, the Conmittee al so encourages
the establishnment of alternative career training programes for practitioners.
The Committee encourages the State party to continue its collaboration wth,
inter alia, neighbouring States to identify good practices undertaken in the
canmpai gn to conbat and eradicate the practice of FGM and other harnfu
traditional practices affecting the health of girls.

222. The Comrittee expresses its concern at the absence of |egal protection and
the insufficient nunber of adequate programmes, facilities and services for
children with disabilities, particularly nental disabilities. 1In the |ight of
the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities (CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/96) and the Conmittee's
recommendati ons adopted at its day of general discussion on "The rights of
children with disabilities" (CRCC/69), it is recormmended that the State party
develop early identification programmes to prevent disabilities, increase its
efforts to inplenent alternatives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, establish special education programes for children with
disabilities and further encourage their inclusion in society. The Committee
recommends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the training of
prof essional staff working with and for children with disabilities from inter
alia, UNI CEF and WHO

D.7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

223. The Comrittee notes the significant progress nade in the field of
education, including under the 20/20 Initiative adopted at the World Summit for
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Soci al Devel opnent in Copenhagen in 1995. The Conmittee renmai ns concerned that

many children, particularly girls, still do not attend school. Wth respect to
the general situation of education, the Commttee notes with concern: the
extent of overcrowding; high drop-out, illiteracy and repetition rates; |ack of

basic training materials; poorly maintained infrastructure and equi prment;
shortages of text books and other materials; and the insufficient nunmber of

trai ned teachers. The State party is encouraged to continue its efforts to
promote the school attendance of girls. The Commttee recomrends that al
appropriate neasures be taken to inprove the quality of education and to provide
access for all children within the State party. 1In this connection, it is
recommended that the State party seek to strengthen its educational system

t hrough cl oser cooperation with UNICEF and UNESCO. The State party is further
urged to inmplenment additional neasures to encourage children to stay in school

at |l east during the period of conpul sory education

D.8. Special protection neasures

224. \While recognizing the State party's openness to hosting refugees from

nei ghbouring States, the Commttee remains concerned at the |ack of adequate

| egal provisions, policies and programes to guarantee and protect the rights of
refugee and asyl um seeking children. The Conmttee recommends that the State
party develop a legislative franework for the protection of refugee and asylum
seeking children, and inplenment policies and programes to guarantee them
adequate access to health, education and social services.

225. The Comrittee notes the initiatives taken by the State party in the area
of child I abour and econom c exploitation and in particular the recent study and
foll owup activities undertaken in this regard, including the establishnment of
the National Programe to Combat Child Labour. However, the Committee remains
concerned at the situation of child | abour, especially as regards, children
engaged in domestic and agricultural |abour, children engaged in mning and
traditional gol d-washing and chil dren engaged as apprentices in the inform
sector. The Committee encourages the State party to inprove its nonitoring
mechani sms to ensure the enforcenent of |abour |aws and protect children from
economi c exploitation. The Conmittee al so suggests that the State party
increase its efforts to ratify I1LO Convention No. 138 concerning M ni mum Age for
Admi ssion to Enploynent and that it consider ratifying ILO Convention No. 182
concerning the Elimnation of the Wrst Forns of Child Labour

226. The Conmittee notes that a national forumon child begging was held in
1998 and resulted in the el aboration of a plan to include marabouts and ot her
Korani c teachers in the canpaign to eradicate child begging. The Committee
further notes that a vocational training progranme has been established for
garibou children in Mpti to discourage their continued involvenent in begging.
The Committee renmai ns concerned, however, that children, particularly garibous,
continue to be exploited and encouraged to beg. The Committee recomends t hat
the State party continue to pronote programres to di scourage and prevent child
beggi ng and to ensure that such progranmes are inplemented in all areas where
child begging is a concern

227. The Conmittee is concerned at the high and increasing incidence of drug
and substance abuse anong youth and the limted psycho-social and nedica
programes and services available in this regard. In the light of article 33 of
the Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures, including educational measures, to protect children from
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the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances and to prevent the
use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances.

In this context, it is further recommended that progranmes be introduced wthin
the school environnent to educate children about the harnful effects of narcotic
drugs and psychotropi c substances. The Commttee al so encourages the State
party to support rehabilitation progranmes for child victinms of drug and

subst ance abuse. The Committee encourages the State party to seek technica
assistance from inter alia, UN CEF and VWHO.

228. The absence of adequate information, including disaggregated statistica
data, on the situation with regard to the sexual exploitation of children, is a
matter of concern for the Comrittee. 1In the light of article 34 and ot her
related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee recommends that the State
party undertake studies with a view to designing and i npl ementi ng appropriate
policies and neasures, including care and rehabilitation, to prevent and combat
the sexual exploitation of children. It also recomrends that the State party
reinforce its legislative framework to protect children fully fromall forns of
sexual abuse or exploitation.

229. \VWhile the Committee notes the efforts of the State party, it remains
concerned at the increasing incidence of sale and trafficking of children
particularly girls, and the |l ack of adequate |[|egal and other nmeasures to
prevent and conbat this phenomenon. |In the light of article 35 and other
related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends that the State
party review its |legal framework, strengthen |law enforcement and intensify its
efforts to rai se awareness in communities, generally in rural areas and
particularly in the Sikasso region. The State party is further encouraged to
continue its cooperation w th neighbouring countries to eradicate cross-border
trafficking in children.

230. While the Comrmittee notes the recent efforts in the area of juvenile
justice, it is concerned that the juvenile justice system does not cover al
areas of the State party. The Comrmittee is further concerned about:

(a) The general situation of the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with the Convention and other recognized
i nternati onal standards;

(b) The absence of juvenile courts in sonme regions;

(c) The situation of overcrowding in detention facilities;

(d) The hol ding of minors in adult detention facilities in sonme regions;

(e) The lack of reliable statistical data on the nunmber of children in
the juvenile justice system

() The inadequacy of regulations to ensure that children remain in
contact with their famlies while in the juvenile justice system and

(9) The insufficiency of facilities and programes for the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of juveniles.
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The Conmittee recommends that the State party:

(a) Take additional steps to reformthe systemof juvenile justice in
the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of other
United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard
M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules),
the United Nations Cuidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the
Ri yadh Cuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) Undertake all necessary neasures to ensure that juvenile courts are
accessible to children in all regions of the State party;

(c) Consi der deprivation of |iberty only as a measure of |ast resort and
for the shortest possible period of time, protect the rights of children
deprived of their liberty and ensure that children remain in contact with their
famlies while in the juvenile justice system

(d) I ntroduce training progranmes on relevant international standards
for all professionals involved with the system of juvenile justice;

(e) Request technical assistance in the area of juvenile justice and
police training from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Comn ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, the Centre for International Crime Prevention, the Internationa
Net wor k on Juvenile Justice, UN CEF and the Coordi nati on Panel on Technica
Advi ce and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

231. Lastly, the Conmittee recommends that, in the light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies presented
by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant sunmary records
and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Conmittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness
of the Convention and its inplenmentation and nonitoring within the Governnment
and the general public, including NGGCs.

6. Concluding observations of the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child:
Net her | ands

232. The Committee considered the initial report of the Netherlands
(CRC/C/51/Add. 1) at its 578th to 580th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 578-580), held on
4 and 5 Cctober 1999 and adopted */ the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

233. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation for the clear and conprehensive
nature of the report, which follows the Committee’ s guidelines. The report,
however, focuses heavily on | egislation, programres and policy at the expense of
i nformati on on the actual enjoyment of the rights of the child. Wile
regretting their late subm ssion, the Conmittee takes note of the detailed and
informative witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/ Q NETH. 1) and sone
additional information provided to it during the course of the meetings, which
enabl ed the Comrittee to assess the situation of the rights of the child in the
State party. The Conmittee regrets the limtations placed on the State party’s
del egation by the unavailability of appropriate information to answer sone of
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the questions during the discussion, which inposed constraints on a productive
di al ogue.

B. Positive aspects

234. The Conmittee wel cones the commtment and efforts of the State party in
achi eving a comrendabl e degree of enjoynent by children in the State party of
their rights through the establishment of infrastructure, conprehensive
policies, legislation and adm nistrative and ot her neasures.

235. Moreover, the Committee conmends the State party for its continued
conmitment to the rights of the child in its devel opment assistance progranmres
and notes with satisfaction that the State party has exceeded the United Nations
target of 0.7 per cent of GDP for devel opnent assi stance.

236. The Committee comrends the State party's efforts to conbat the phenonenon
of child-sex tourism

237. The Committee notes with satisfaction the State party’s ratification of
t he Hague Convention of 1980, on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction, and the Hague Convention of 1993 on the Protection of Children and
Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

C. Principal subjects of concern and the Committee's recommendations

C.1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

238. The Committee is encouraged that the State party has indicated its
willingness to reconsider its reservation to article 10 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. However, it notes with concern the
reservations to articles 26, 37 and 40 of the Convention nade by the State
party. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (1993),
the Committee encourages the State party to consider withdrawing all of its
reservations.

239. The Committee notes that cooperation with and the invol vement of non-
governnment al organi zations in the inplenmentation of the Convention, including
the preparation of the report, remain limted. The Comrittee encourages the
State party to consider a nore systematic approach to involve NGOs, and civi
soci ety in general, throughout all stages of the inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

240. \While acknow edging the initial efforts nade to dissem nate the
Convention, the Conmmittee regrets that the State party’ s report was not nade

wi dely available, or dissemnated. Furthernore, the Conmttee is concerned that
the State party is not undertaking information and awareness-raising activities
on an ongoing basis. In this regard, the Commttee recomends that the State
party devel op an ongoi ng programe for the dissem nation of information
regardi ng the inplenentation of the Convention, in order to maintain a high

| evel of awareness of the inportance of the Convention anong children and
parents, civil society and all sectors and |levels of governnent. Moreover, the
Committee recomrends that the State party devel op systematic and ongoi ng

trai ning programes on the provisions of the Convention for all professiona
groups working for and with children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent
officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and places of



CRC/ C/ 90
page 55

detention for children, teachers, health personnel, including psychologists, and
soci al workers.

241. The Comrittee expresses its concern that neasures and policies devel oped
by the State party for inplenentation at the provincial and municipal |evels are
not sufficiently child rights-based. The Conmttee is concerned that
conpartnental i zati on of policy sectors often |eads to fragnentati on and overl ap
in respect of the inplenentation of the Convention. 1In this regard, the
Committee recomrends that the State party adopt a conprehensive national plan of
action to inplement the Convention, and give increased attention to

i ntersectoral coordination and cooperation at and between the central

provi nci al and nunicipal |evels of government.

242. \While noting the positive aspects of decentralization in the

i mpl enentation of child policies, the Commttee is neverthel ess concerned that
it my contribute to bottlenecks in the inplenmentation of provisions of the
Convention. The State party is encouraged to provide support to | oca
authorities for inplementation of the principles and provisions of the
Conventi on.

243. \While acknow edging the role played by the Council for Child Protection
and the "children’s |aw polyclinics" in offering | egal advice and information to
children and in pronmoting their interests, the Conmittee remains concerned about
the lack of an independent nechanismto nonitor the inplenmentation of the
Convention. The Committee recomends that consideration be given to the
establishnment of a fully independent ombudsman for children to nonitor and
assess the full inmplementation of the Convention

244, The Comrittee is concerned about the |ack of information regarding the

i npl enmentation of article 4 of the Convention and the use to the “maxi mum
extent” of available resources to inplenent the econom c, social and cultura
rights of children. The Committee urges the State party to devel op ways to
establish a systematic assessnent of the inmpact of budgetary allocations and
macr oeconom ¢ policies on the inplementation of children's rights and to coll ect
and dissem nate information in this regard.

C. 2. Ceneral principles

245. The Committee wel comes the generally good |levels of participation of
children, particularly in secondary schools and at the local level. The
Committee encourages the State party to continue pronoting such participation
in particular in decision-making processes in all matters affecting children
themsel ves. In this regard, the Conmttee recomends that the State party
devel op training programmes for local officials and other decision-nmakers to
enable themto take adequately into consideration the opinions of children
presented to them wth particul ar enphasis on invol ving and reachi ng vul nerabl e
groups, such as children of ethnic mnorities. The Conmttee also recomends
that nmore attention be given to the pronotion of child participation in primry
school s.

C.3. Famly environnent and alternative care

246. In relation to article 11 of the Convention, the Conmittee notes that the
Netherlands is a party to the Hague Convention of 1993, on the Protection of
Chi | dren and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption and to the Hague
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Convention of 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. The
Committee encourages the State party to consider concluding bilateral agreenents
with States that are not parties to the two above-nenti oned conventi ons.

247. The Comrittee is concerned about the long waiting periods for placenment in
residential care. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to increase the
nunber of places available in residential facilities, while giving increased
attention to alternatives to placement in residential facilities, in particular
foster family care services, bearing in mnd the principles and provisions of
the Convention, especially the best interests of the child.

248. The Conmittee wel cones the recent efforts to establish a network of child
abuse reporting and counselling centres and the plans to strengthen child abuse
noni toring and reporting systens. However, the Conmittee remains concerned
about the growth in reported cases of child abuse and about the |evel of
protection available to children. The Committee urges the State party to give
i ncreased priority to the pronmpt inplenentation and support of nonitoring and
reporting systens based on the position paper of the Mnistries of Justice, and
Heal th, Welfare and Sport concerning the prevention of child abuse and the
protection and rehabilitation offered to victinms of child abuse. Furthernore,
the Commttee reconmmends that the State party, in line with devel opnents in

ot her European countries, take legislative neasures to prohibit the use of al
forms of mental and physical violence against children, including corpora

puni shment, within the famly.

C.4. Basic health and welfare

249. The Conmittee wel cones the efforts nade and understands the difficulties
faced by the State party in protecting girls within its jurisdiction fromfenale
genital nutilation carried out outside its territory. Nevertheless, the
Committee urges the State party to undertake strong and effectively targeted

i nformati on canpai gns to conmbat this phenonenon, and to consi der adopting

| egislation with extraterritorial reach which could inprove the protection of
children within its jurisdiction fromsuch harnful traditional practices.

250. The Committee remains concerned that the right of access to nedical advice
and treatnment w thout parental consent, such as testing for H V/AIDS, nmay be
conprom sed in instances where the bill for such services is sent to the
parents, violating the confidentiality of the doctor-child relationship. The
Committee recomrends that the State party take adequate neasures to ensure that
medi cal advice and treatnment remain confidential for children of appropriate age
and maturity, in accordance with articles 12 and 16 of the Convention

251. The Committee is concerned at the | ow rates of breastfeeding. The
Committee encourages the State party to undertake breastfeedi ng pronotion
canpai gns, stressing its advantages and the negative inpact of substitutes,
whi | e providing counselling to H V/ Al DS-infected nothers about the risk of
transm ssion of H V/AIDS through breastfeeding.

C.5. Education, leisure and cultural activities

252. The Committee is concerned that not enough attention has been given to the
i nclusi on of human rights education in the school curricula, particularly at the
primary level. The Committee urges the State party to consider introducing

human rights issues into the school curricula at earlier ages and to ensure that
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the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its provisions are adequately
covered in the existing curricula for older children and in new curricula for
primary school pupils.

253. The Conmittee wel cones the efforts being nmade to address the probl em of
bul lying in schools, including the “Safe school s” canpaign. The Conmmittee
encourages the State party to continue its efforts to prevent bullying in
schools, to collect information on the extent of this phenonenon and, in
particular, to strengthen structures to enable children to participate in
adequatel y addressing and resolving this problem

C.6. Special protection neasures

254. \While noting the efforts to deal wi th unacconpani ed asyl um seeki ng m nors,
the Committee is concerned that they nay need to receive increased attention
The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen measures so as to
provi de i mredi ate counselling and pronpt and full access to education and other
services for refugee and asylumseeking children. Furthernore, the Commttee
recommends that the State party take effective neasures for the integration of
these children into its society.

255. The Committee takes note of the efforts made to raise steadily the age of
recruitment into the arned forces and involvenent in hostilities. It also notes
the declaration stating the intention of the State party to apply a higher
standard than that required by the Convention, and its commtnent to
international efforts in this regard. Nevertheless, the Conmttee urges the
State party to reconsider its present recruitnent policies, with a viewto
setting the age of recruitment into the armed forces at 18 years.

256. The Committee wel comes the information provided on the inprovenents that
the Youth Custodial Institutions Act will introduce to deal, as quickly as
possible, with conplaints regarding ill-treatnment. Nonetheless, the Commttee
recommends that due attention be given to ensuring that efforts to settle such
conplaints pronptly through a nediation procedure will not result in |less than
t hor ough i nvesti gati ons.

257. The Committee is concerned about the delays faced by juvenile offenders in
need of psychol ogi cal and psychiatric treatnment. The Committee recommends that

the State party increase the availability of places in institutions in order to

provi de these juvenile offenders with tinely and appropriate treatnment.

258. On the protection of children from sexual abuse, the Committee wel cones
the attention given by the State party to the inpact of the “conplaint

requi renment” for prosecuting offences conmtted agai nst children between 12 and
16 years. However, the Conmittee remains concerned that the bal ance sought

bet ween protecting children agai nst sexual abuse and protecting their sexua
freedommay still unduly Iimt protection fromabuse. The Conmittee also
remai ns concerned that efforts to increase the protection of children against
exploitation in the production of pornography have not nmade further progress.
The Committee encourages the State party to continue reviewing its |egislation
and policies so as to nodify the “conplaint requirenent” for prosecution of
sexual offences conmitted against children over 12. Furthernore, the Commttee
encourages the State party to change its legislation with a view to inproving
the protection of all children frominducenment to participate in the production
of pornographic shows or materials, and fromother forms of comrercial sexua
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exploitation. Wile welcom ng the introduction of such |egislation, the
Committee al so encourages the State party to consider review ng the “dua
crimnality” requirenent in |egislation establishing extraterritoria
jurisdiction for cases of sexual abuse of children

259. The Committee notes the concern of the State party with respect to the
probl em of the sexual exploitation of children, often victins of trafficking,

i ncludi ng the di sappearance of unacconpani ed m nor asylum seekers from reception
centres. The Committee, however, remains concerned that no specific policies
and nmeasures appear to be contenplated at this point to address the problemas a
matter of urgency. The Committee urges the State party to give pronpt and
serious attention to the need to ensure that children are not used as
prostitutes and that asylum seeking procedures, while fully respecting the
rights of unacconpani ed m nor asylum seekers, effectively protect children from
i nvol vement in trafficking for sexual exploitation. Further, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party adopt a conprehensive national plan of action to
prevent and conmbat commerci al sexual exploitation of children, taking into
account the recommendations fornmulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the
1996 St ockhol m World Congress Agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of

Chi | dren.

260. The Comrittee notes the nonitoring of the educational perfornmance of
children fromethnic mnorities, but it remains concerned that the results
continue to show noticeable disparities. The Commttee urges the State party to
reviewits efforts closely and to consider the possibility of providing further
assistance to children at risk and the need to provide assistance to famlies
fromethnic mnorities with soci oeconom ¢ problens, thus addressing the root
causes of poor educational performance.

261. The Committee is seriously concerned about the inplications of the
reservation entered by the State party on the applicability of adult crimna
law to children over 16 years of age. The Committee is also seriously concerned
at information provided which indicates that children aged 12 to 15 are al so
sonetinmes tried under adult crimnal law. The Commttee urges the State party
to ensure that under the existing |Ilaw no child under the age of 16 at the tinme
of the commission of a crine is tried under adult crimnal law, and to review
the reservation nentioned above with a viewto withdrawing it. The Commttee
further reconmends that the State party takes legislative steps to ensure that a
life sentence cannot be inposed on children who are tried under adult crimna

I aw.

262. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public, along with the summary
records of the relevant neetings and concl udi ng observations adopted by the
Committee. Such wide distribution should generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and the state of its inplenmentation, particularly within the
Governnent, the relevant mnistries, the Parlianent and non-governnenta

or gani zati ons.
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V. OVERVI EW OF THE OTHER ACTI VI TI ES OF THE COW TTEE
A. Commenoration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
263. In the light of rule 75 of its provisional rules of procedure, the

Conmittee on the Rights of the Child has decided to devote periodically one day
of general discussion to a specific article of the Convention or to a thenme in
the area of the rights of the child in order to enhance understandi ng of the
contents and inplications of the Convention

264. On 20 Novenber 1999, the international community will celebrate the tenth
anni versary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC
by the UN General Assenbly. To mark this anniversary, the Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts suggested to the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child at its
twenti eth session that a special neeting be organised, within the framework of
its twenty-second session, to assess the inpact of the Convention and to

el aborate recomrendations to inprove its inplenmentation. Accordingly, at its
twenty-first session, the Comrmittee decided to devote its next genera

di scussion to a neeting organised jointly with the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts which would have as its theme “Tenth anniversary
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child commenorative neeting: achievenents
and chall enges”, to be held on 30 Septenber and 1 Cctober 1999.

265. In view of the substantial amount of information that was prepared and
submitted for this neeting, and of the number and diversity of participants and
the richness of the discussions, OHCHR woul d prepare and distribute a specia
report on the nmeeting, which will include the nost rel evant docunents and a nore
detail ed account of the presentations and di scussions that took place in the

pl enary and roundtabl e sessions. The present report is intended only to provide
summary information on the neeting and highlight the recormendati ons that the
Committee has adopted to guide and inspire its future work and that of States
parties, OHCHR, other United Nati ons agencies and bodi es, and other conpetent
bodies in their future efforts to inplenent the Convention on the R ghts of the
Chi | d.

266. The main objective of the neeting was defined in its agenda as to

hi ghl i ght maj or achi evenents and constraints in the inplenentation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and identify neasures needed to inprove

i npl ementation in the future. The neeting was expected to review the inpact of
the Convention, with the main focus on the | essons learnt frominplenentation
efforts at the national |evel. The discussions were to keep a clear focus on the
need to:

(a) Identify achi evements and exanpl es of best practice;
(b) Identify challenges for the future and exanpl es of constraints;
(c) Formul ate recomendati ons for future inprovenments.

267. The agenda for the neeting included a plenary session to discuss

i mpl enentati on of the Convention at the international |evel and the extent to
which child rights have becone a priority in the internati onal agenda, with
participation fromUnited Nations bodies and the specialized agencies (1LGO

UNDP, UNHCR, UNI CEF and WHO) and from the NGO Group for the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (represented by the International Save the Children Alliance
and the Wrld Organi sati on agai nst Torture). The Chairperson of the Conmttee on
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the Rights of the Child and one of its foundi ng nenbers woul d di scuss the
Convention’ s success and its chall enges.

268. The outline for the rest of the meeting, to be divided into three

si mul t aneous roundtabl es, focused on the general measures needed to inpl enment

t he Convention at the national |evel, including:

Roundtable I: Translating Law into Reality

269. After the adoption of an international treaty, inplenmentation faces two
initial challenges: the translation of the international |egal obligations
enshrined in the Convention into donestic |egal obligations, and the translation
of donestic laws into reality by nmeans of their day-to-day inplenentation. The
di scussi on was expected to address four thenes: (a) reservations to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child; (b) status of the Convention in nationa

| egislation; (c) legislative review to ensure conmpatibility with the provisions
of the Convention; and (d) practice in courts, including court cases meking
formal reference to the Convention

Roundtable 11: Putting Child Rights on the Agenda

270. Inplenentation of the Convention at the national |evel requires an
enornmous and systematic effort to ensure that its principles and provisions
informthe attitudes and activities that affect the enjoynent of rights by al
groups of children. For the adoption of the Convention to bring about change,
the concept of child rights must be understood and adopted by the genera
public, and in particular by professionals working with or for children and by
deci si on-makers who al |l ocate economi c resources at the national and

i nternational levels. The discussion was expected to address four thenes:

(a) dissemnation and general awareness-raising; (b) training of professiona
groups; (c) resource mobilization, including the issues of budgetary allocations
or macroecononi ¢ policies; and (d) international cooperation and technica
assi st ance.

Roundtable I11: Building partnerships for the realization of rights

271. I nplenmentation of the Convention is a process that requires participation
by many different actors. The international reporting process should be the
catal yst for national reflection and review, but national inplenmentation
requires the permanent involvenent of institutions at the national |evel,

i ncludi ng Government and i ndependent bodies. A key role in ensuring

i npl enentation at every level is played by non-governnental institutions and,
even nore crucially, by the involvenent of children thenselves. The di scussion
was expected to address four thenes: (a) the reporting process as a catalyst for
donestic review and debate of the inplenmentation of the Convention; (b)

coordi nati on and i ndependent nonitoring structures; (c) involvenment of civi

soci ety, focusing on the role played by NGOs in the inplenentation of the
Convention; and (d) child participation, including participation in the
formul ati on of governnment decisions and policies.

272. As has been the case for previous thematic di scussions, the Comrttee and
the OHCHR invited representati ves of States, United Nations organs, bodies and
speci al i zed agencies, as well as other conpetent bodies, including NGOs,
research and academ ¢ organi zations, individual experts and children, to
contribute to the di scussion.
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273. Twelve individual experts were invited to prepare witten presentations to
| aunch the discussion of the individual thenmes in the roundtable sessions (the
di scussion on the theme of child participation, in the third roundtable, was

| aunched by a group of children and no witten presentati on was prepared for
this thene). The list of individual experts and their presentations, distributed
as background docunents for the neeting together with three “Guides to the

Di scussi on” prepared by OHCHR, is contained in annex VI. Several States, United
Nati ons agenci es and bodi es, NGOs and individual experts submitted contributions
and ot her relevant docunents on the themes to be discussed. The |list of these
contributions is contained in annex VII.

274. Representatives of the follow ng organizati ons and bodies participated in
the day of general discussion

Gover nment al _bodi es

M's. Miram Akayeva, First Lady of the Kyrgyz Republic; Mnistry of Human
Resources (India); Knesset (Israel); Mnistry for Child and Famly
Promotion (Mali); Mnistry of Youth Affairs (New Zeal and); Mnistry for
Foreign Affairs (Poland); Mnistry for Foreign Affairs, Mnistry of Health
and Social Affairs and Swedi sh International Devel opment Cooperation
Agency (Sweden); Federal Mnistry for Foreign Affairs, Federal Ofice of
Soci al Security, and Federal Statistical Ofice (Switzerland).

Permanent M ssions to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Al bani a, Australia, Bahrain, Belarus, Brunei Darussalam Croati a,
Denmocrati c People’s Republic of Korea, El Sal vador, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Holy See, India, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan
Mal i, Netherl ands, New Zeal and, Paki stan, Paraguay, Pol and, Portugal
Spai n, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Yenen,
and Yugosl avi a.

United Nations entities and specialized agencies

O fice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts (OHCHR)
United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP), Office of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNI CEF), International Labour Organization (ILO, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, and World
Heal th Organi zati on (WHO).

Non- gover nnent al _or gani zati ons

Action for Sick Children, Alianza para el Desarrollo Juvenil Comunitario,
Amesty International, Anti-Slavery International, Association pour

|" Améliorisation des Conditions d Hospitalisation des Enfants, Association
Presse Jeune, Associ azione Volontari per il Servizio |Internazionale
(AVSl), Boston Col | ege Law School, Center for Reproductive Law and Policy,
Centre for Child and the Law, Centre of Concern for Child Labour, Centro
de Estudi os e Investigaci 6n sobre |a Infancia, CHANGE, Child Advocacy
International, Child R ghts International Research Institute, Children and
Armed Conflict Unit (Univ. of Essex), Children's Rights Alliance,
Children's Rights Ofice, Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers,
Conmi ssion of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Counci
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of Churches, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), Conseil International des
Femmes, CRI N Save the Children, Defence for Children International, Dutch
Children's Rights Shops, Enfant Droit, European Association for Children
in Hospital (EACH), European University Institute, Federation for the
Protection of Children's Human Ri ghts, Focal Point on Sexual Exploitation
of Children, German National Coalition for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, German National Commttee for UN CEF, Human Ri ghts Advocat es,
Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Belize (NGO, Il Telefono Azzurro, Institute
for Denocracy in South Africa (I DASA), International Baby Food Action
Networ k (1 BFAN), International Association of Youth and Fam |y Judges and
Magi strates, International Bureau for Children's Rights (BIDE-1BCR),
International Catholic Child Bureau, International Federation of Soci al
Wor kers, International Federation Terre des Honmes, International Mvenment
ATD Fourth World, International Save the Children Alliance, International
School Psychol ogy Association (1SPA), International Social Service, Irish
Committee for UNI CEF, Leaders of Tonorrow Foundation, Netherl ands
Institute of Human Rights (SIM/Urecht University, New Humanity, NGO
Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, OGak Foundati on,
Ofice for the Study of the Psychol ogical Ri ghts of the Child

(I'ndi ana- Purdue University), Onbudsoffice for Children and Youth (Upper
Austria), One World Media, Pak Environment Education Society, PLAN
International, Poor and Progress Assistance, Pressw se UK, Raoul

Wal | enberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Rights for the
Chil dren Regi stered Associ ation, Rural Environnental Devel opment Network,
Save the Children (Norway), Save the Children (Sweden), Soroptim st

I nternational, TOADA Foundation, Universiteit Gent, VO CE, WAO Afri que,
Wnen's World Summit Foundation, World Association of Grl CGuides and G rl
Scouts, World Council of Churches International Ecunenical Children's

Net wor k, Worl d Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Wonen, Wrld
Federation of United Nations Associations, Wrld O gani zati on agai nst
Torture (OMCT), World Vision International, Young Media Partners, and
Zonta International.

275. The neeting was opened by Ms. Nafsiah Mooi, Chairperson of the Comitee on
the Rights of the Child, who welcomed all participants. The plenary session,

hel d on the norning of Thursday, 30 Septenber 1999, was chaired by M. Bertrand
Ranchar an, Deputy Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, and addressed the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention at the international |evel. Invited speakers

i ncluded: Ms. A. Quédraogo, Director for Policy, Devel opnment and Advocacy,
International Programme on the Elimnation of Child Labour (I1PEC/ILO),

Ms. O. Sorgho-Moulinier, Director, UNDP O fice in Geneva, M. K Kalumya,
Deputy Director, Departnent of International Protection, UNHCR, Ms. M Santos
Pais, Director, Division of Evaluation, Policy and Pl anni ng, UNI CEF,

Dr. J. Tulloch, Director, Departnent for Child and Adol escent Health, WHQ,

M. B. Giarig, CEO International Save the Children Alliance (NGO Goup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child), M. E Sottas, Director, Wrld

Organi zati on agai nst Torture (NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the
Child), Ms. N. Mooi, Chairperson, Conmittee on the Ri ghts of the Child, and

M. T. Hammarberg, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for human
rights in Canmbodi a and foundi ng nenber of the Commttee on the Rights of the
Chi | d.

276. Anpbng other issues, Ms. Quédraogo (ILO) referred to the work of |IPEC and
the adoption of the new I LO Convention (No. 182) on the Wrst Fornms of Child
Labour, and requested the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child to continue its
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i nvolvenent in this area. Ms. Sorgho-Mulinier (UNDP) noted the adoption by UNDP
in 1998 of a policy “integrating human rights with sustainabl e human

devel opnent” and referred to current efforts to strengthen the organization's
capacity in the field of human rights and its relation to devel opment.

M. Kalum ya (UNHCR) expressed concern at the high nunber of children anong
refugees and di spl aced persons and at the increasing “targeting” of children in
ethnically based and intra-State conflicts; he also stressed that the root
causes of refugee displacenents were invariably linked to the denial of human
rights. Ms. Santos Pais (UN CEF) enphasized the broad ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child by Governments. She wel coned the
abandonnent of the fal se dichotony between devel opnment and human rights, cast
aside with the adoption - as part of the reform process - of human rights as a
cross-cutting theme for the work of the United Nations. M. Tulloch (WHO
stressed the inpact of ill-health and poverty on the right of children to

survi val and devel opnent. He reiterated his organization's full commtment to
pl acing the basic right to health and the health care of children and

adol escents nmore prom nently on the international and national human rights
agendas, using the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a tool for advocacy
and a conceptual framework for programres. He also referred to efforts to

i ncrease awareness of child rights within WHO as wel|l as the organi zation's
input to the reporting process of the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child.

277. M. Sottas (OMCT/ NGO Group) recalled the apprehension, at the tine the
Conventi on was adopted, regarding the potential for conflict with existing

i nternational standards. The Convention had instead nmade a remarkabl e
contribution, partly owing to its al nost universal ratification, but also by
foreseeing fromthe beginning a very strong role for non-governmenta

organi zati ons, which had forced themto re-exam ne their own work; he enphasized
the need to increase the age for recruitnment into the arned forces and
participation in hostilities. M. Grarig (lnternational Save the Children

Al I i ance/ NGO G oup) suggested that the Convention had had some inmpact in
persuadi ng States parties to review their | egal franmeworks, while much remai ned
to be done to rai se awareness about the Convention at the |evel of regional and
| ocal institutions. He highlighted discrimnation (against children working or
living in the streets, children with disabilities, refugee children, children
bel onging to ethnic mnorities, etc.) as a critical area and encouraged children
to claimtheir own rights. He al so suggested that NGOs needed to inprove their
coordination efforts (and with Governnments and international agencies) and to

gi ve higher priority to child rights.

278. M. Mioi (Chairperson of the Committee) highlighted seven key areas where,
in the experience of the Commttee, progress had been made but where nmjor
chal | enges remmi ned. She stressed the need for an inclusive approach in al
aspects of work related to the Convention by Governnents and civil society,
adults and children; the inportance of working on all rights, with increased
attention given to prosecution of violations of child rights; and inprovenents
in the nmechanisns and quality of child participation in affairs affecting their
own lives. She referred to the Commttee’s commitnent to addressing the backl og
of reports while maintaining, and if possible inproving, the rel evance and
practical applicability of concluding observations and reconmendati ons. Finally,
she announced the Conmittee’s decision to begin adopti ng general comrents as a
contribution to the jurisprudence of human rights. M. Hanmmarberg (founding
menber of the Committee) outlined four key chall enges for the future. In taking
child rights “fromlip service to political action”, there was a need to

(a) explore the inplications of article 3 (bests interests of the child),
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i ncluding the need to assess the inpact of decision-making on child rights, and
(b) inplenment article 4 by allocating the maxi mum extent of avail abl e resources
to the inplenentation of child rights, including the need for appropriate
budgetary processes at the national |evel and for international financia
institutions to give increased attention to child rights; in going “fromcharity
to solidarity”, there was a need to | ook nore seriously (c) at article 19 and
the prevention of child abuse, including the resistance to banning corpora

puni shrent, and (d) at article 12 and how to encourage child participation, not
only through one-off events or synbolic gestures but also at the |ocal |evel,
for every decision and on an everyday basis.

279. M. Huhtaniem (Finland) presented a statenment, on behalf of the States
menbers of the European Union and supported by many ot her European States,

wel coming the new wi |l lingness to accept children as the subjects of rights,
enphasi zing the need to increase protection for children involved in arned
conflict or victinms of exploitation, and reiterating their opposition to the
death penalty particularly when applied to juvenile offenders. The statenent

al so expressed full support for the work of the Commttee on the Rights of the
Child, which faced a heavy workl oad, for the involvement of NGOs and for the
efforts of United Nations bodies and agencies, including the attention given by
the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to child rights in the
context of its work on national human rights institutions and macroeconom c
policies. M. |akubowski (Poland) recalled that Poland had submtted in 1978 the
draft for the proposed new convention, and urged that child rights be placed at
the heart of all activities. Ms. Orkan (Sweden) enphasi zed the need to focus on
child participation, to introduce a child-rights inpact assessnent for
policy-maki ng (including on budgetary matters), and to give greater priority to
child rights in devel opnent policies. M. Hassan (lraq) referred to the
suffering of Iraqi children under the econom c enbargo. Ms. Rao (India) pointed
out the complexity involved in ensuring that all the provisions of the
Convention are eventually translated into justiciable rights, and referred to
current efforts to pronote child participation at the village level and to
establish a National Commi ssion for Children in India.

280. The plenary session was informal and dynami c, and many of the children
present (from Al bania, Bel gium Canada, Mali, Mexico, the Netherlands, Peru, the
Phi |'i ppi nes, and the United Kingdon) took the floor to respond to the statenents
made by various speakers. The children asked questions regarding child rights
with respect to armed conflict in Africa, street children in Asia, and

di scrimnation against foreign children in European countries, anobng other

i ssues. Many of their interventions insisted on the need for internationa
agenci es and Governnments to consult and involve children nore actively in

deci si on-maki ng. There were repeated calls for the creation of a “Wrld
Parliament for Children”, with one child nentioning that such initiatives should
be preceded by increased support for child participation at the |ocal, regiona
and national |evels.

281. OHCHR and the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child hosted a reception for
all participants, with the support of the Permanent M ssion of Germany to the
United Nations Ofice at Geneva, on the evening of the first day. It was

foll omed by a performance of "Gol dtooth”, a nusical created and performed by a
group of street children fromthe Philippines, attended by over

200 participants, United Nations staff and invited guests fromthe | oca
comunity, including children of all ages.
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282. For the afternoon session on Thursday, 30 Septenber 1999 and the norning
session of Friday, 1 Cctober 1999, participants divided into three Roundtabl es
whi ch net simultaneously to discuss different aspects of the inplementation of
the Convention at the national |evel.

283. Roundtable | was chaired by M. Jaap Doek (Rapporteur, Commttee on the

Ri ghts of the Child), with Ms. Marta Santos Pais serving as facilitator and
rapporteur. The neeting started by addressing the subject of reservations to the
Convention. Ms. Santos Pais noted that the paper submtted by

Ms. Mari e-Frangoi se Liucker-Babel drew attention to the various reservations
entered by States parties to the Convention and in particular to the need to
clarify whether any should be seen as “contrary to the object and purpose of the
Convention”. The topic “Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in
Nat i onal Legislation” was presented by Ms. Sharon Detrick who highlighted the

di fference between States where international treaties were considered

“sel f-executing”, those that adopted an internmedi ate approach requiring the
“incorporation” of the Convention, and those that relied on a “dualistic”
approach based on harnoni zati on of national |egislation to give |legal effect to
the provisions of the Convention. M. Emlio Garcia Méndez | ed the discussion on
t he subject “Legislative Review', pointing out that the ratification of the
Convention had led to a shift fromlegislation based on children in “irregular
situations” to legislation based on full protection and covering all children
The | ast subject to be discussed was “Practice in Courts”, presented by M. Jeff
W1 son who focused on the difficulties involved in invoking the Convention in
court cases and on the neasures that could enhance the | egitimcy of the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child and thus the position of the Convention
before the States parties’ courts. Roundtable I was attended by

30-40 participants, including | egal scholars, representatives of NGOs,
government al del egates, and one child. A full account of the perspectives and
poi nts of view presented during the discussions at all the Roundtables will be
contained in a nore detailed report.

284. Roundtable Il was chaired by Ms. Moi (Chairperson, Comrttee on the

Ri ghts of the Child), with M. Hammarberg serving as facilitator and M. Rakesh
Raj ani as rapporteur. On Thursday afternoon, the neeting was addressed by

M's. Miram Akayeva, First Lady of the Kyrgyz Republic and founder of the Meerim
I nternational Charitable Foundation for the Support of Childhood and Maternity,
who raised the issue of access to education as a basic right of children

M. Rajani presented the thene “Di ssenm nation and Awareness-Rai sing”, draw ng
attention to the need to adopt participatory approaches to awareness-rai sing and
to acknowl edge that the purpose of such dissem nation was to bring about socia
change. The theme “Training of Professional Goups” was introduced by

M. Yitahew Al emayehu who focused on the need to integrate child rights and
human rights in the formal and non-formal training of professionals and to the
need for such training to focus on the provision of relevant technical skills.
The theme “Resource Mobilization” was introduced by Ms. Shirley Robi nson, who
referred to the South African “Children’s Budget Project” as an exanmple of how
to address the need to increase awareness regardi ng the inpact of budgetary
deci si ons and macroecononm c policies on the inplenentation of child rights. The
roundt abl e concluded with a discussion of “International Cooperation and
Techni cal Assistance” presented by M. Jan Vandenoortel e, who drew attention to
the decline in levels of international assistance during the decade since the
adoption of the Convention and to the need to give increased attention to
capacity-building and to the provision of basic social services. Roundtable Il
was attended by 50-60 participants, including individual experts,
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representatives of NGOs, and a substantial nunber of governnental del egates and
child participants.

285. Roundtable Il was chaired by Ms. Marilia Sardenberg (Vice Chair
Committee on the Rights of the Child), with M. N gel Cantwell serving as
facilitator and rapporteur. The discussion on “The Reporting Process as a
Cat al yst for Donestic Review and Debate” was | aunched by Ms. Lisa Wll, who
enphasi zed the need to make the report-preparation process nore participatory
and to increase the useful ness of the recommendati ons of the Commttee and the
efforts to follow up on their inplenentation. This was followed by a di scussion
on “Coordination and | ndependent Mnitoring”, with a presentation by M. Peter
Newel | , who addressed the need for conprehensive national strategies and for
gover nment al mechani snms for inplenmentation, coordination and nonitoring, and for
chil d-i npact anal yses and data collection. Ms. Ankie Vandekerckhove then

di scussed the requirements of *“onmbudswork” for children, with a special enphasis
on the need for independence. Ms. Virginia Mirillo introduced the discussion on
“Invol verent of Civil Society”, highlighting the role that NGOs played in the
reporting process, in the review of |egislation and of public policies and
programes, and in sone cases also in the provision of services to children

M. Ben Schonvel d added remarks regarding the need for NGOs to review their
roles with regard to child rights. A group of children from Al bania, Bel gi um
Mal i, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Philippines and the United Ki ngdom | aunched
t he discussion on “Child Participation”. Among other proposals, the children
suggested the establishment of a “World Parlianment for Children” and requested
that consideration be given to including children anmong the nenbers of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Roundtable Il was attended by

50-60 participants; nunerous children took a very active part.

286. On 1 October, in the presence of Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF | aunched its new "Mki ng Chil dren Count"”
project. The project is setting up an Internet-based el ectronic database to
conpil e positive exanples of general neasures - new |l aws, structures, policies
and processes - taken to inplenent the human rights of children around the
wor | d.

287. The three Roundtables net again to discuss the adoption of
recommendati ons, which were presented at the all participants final plenary
session by the rapporteurs of the three Roundtables, after which Anbassador

Cat heri ne von Hei denstam (Sweden), Chair of the working group of the Commi ssion
on Human Rights drafting an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the involvenent of children in armed conflicts, briefly addressed
t he neeting.

288. Sone of the children present at the meeting conplained that the | anguage
of the recommendati ons had been extrenely hard to follow and that sone of their
key proposals had not been included. Ms. Sardenberg and Ms. Quédraogo replied
that some of those proposals would require changes to the Convention itself (for
exanpl e, that children be included anong the expert nmenbers of the Committee)
and that there had been conflicting opinions during the discussion of other
proposal s (for exanple, calling for the establishment of a permanent World
Parliament of Children). Another child participant expressed appreciation for
the opportunity to participate in the nmeeting, and the hope that in future
participation of children would be open to a | arger spectrum of groups and that
greater enphasis would be given to participation at the | ocal and nationa

| evel s.
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289. The Hi gh Comm ssioner nade a closing statenment, thanking the children for
their remarks and acknow edgi ng that the recommendati ons, which reflected very
hard and productive work and which would be extrenely useful to guide the future
work of the Office, were indeed conplex and difficult to absorb during an ora
presentati on. She enphasi zed that encouraging child participation would require
adults and children alike to learn howto interact. She al so pointed out that
the United Nations was only starting to thinks of ways to consider the views of
children and that inprovenents were being nmade, while further efforts would be
needed to find ways to make child participation nore effective. She referred
briefly, anong other issues, to the involvenent of children in arned conflict;
to the special dialogue on child rights held during the 55th session of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights (on 14 April 1999) and its focus on econom c, socia
and cultural rights (including the inmpact of nmacroeconomic policies); to the
generous support from donors and the effective cooperation and involvenent in
the inmplementation of child rights of other United Nations agencies and bodi es;
and to the key role played by NGOs. She al so noted the need for business to pay
attention to child rights.

290. A reception was held inmedi ately afterwards to commenorate the twentieth
anni versary of the founding of Defence for Children International, the NGO set
up exclusively to pronote and protect the rights of children

291. The Comrittee on the Rights of the Child acknow edges that it would be

i npossible to reflect the full conplexity of the differing perspectives and rich
debates that took place during the comenorative neeting in a conprehensive
manner. On the basis of the recomrendati ons presented by the rapporteurs of the
Roundt abl es and the di scussions held during the two-day neeting, the Commttee
decided to note and endorse the followi ng concl usions:

(a) The Committee on the Rights of the Child wishes to restate that it
represents the val ues and provisions of the Convention and is guided in its work
by the general principles of the Convention

- The Committee has a decisive role to play in nmonitoring the
i npl enmentation of the Convention and progress made by States parties
in the realization of children’s rights. This nonitoring role
i ncl udes the assessment of measures undertaken to ensure ful
conpatibility of |aw and practice with the Convention as well as to
remove obstacles to its inplenmentation

- Denocratic participation and public pressure, facilitated by public
awar eness and training, are critical in bringing about the
comm tnment and political will necessary for the achievenent of child
rights. In the sane way that optinmal inplenmentation of the
Convention requires the invol verent of governnents, civil society,
children, and international cooperation, each conponent of the
i npl enmentati on process - including reporting - requires this broad
i nvol venent .

- Child rights nmust be viewed as the human rights of children. The
experience of general human rights activities over recent decades
shoul d be anal ysed and used to pronote respect for the rights of the
child, and to avoid the perseverence of the charity nentality and
paternal i stic approaches to children’s issues.
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(b) The Committee has a decisive role to play in the assessnment of the
validity and inpact of reservations made by States parties, and will continue to
systematically raise this issue with States parties.

- The Committee will continue to encourage the review of reservations
by States parties, as well as their withdrawal with a view to
achi eving the highest |evel of inplenentation of the Convention, and
wi |l consider adopting a General Comment on the subject of
reservations.

- The Committee will raise with States parties the conmpatibility of
reservations with the “object and purpose of the Convention”,
clarify the situations where a |lack of conpatibility exists and
reservations may be invalid, and suggest specific steps to reverse
such situations.

- The Conmittee encourages the provision of technical assistance to
assist States parties in their effort to review reservations with a
view to their w thdrawal.

(c) The Committee will request that a detailed study be carried out on
exi sting reservations, including on the experience of the Committee, follow up
given to its reconmendations for w thdrawal, conparison with reservations
entered by the same States parties to other human rights treaties, and potentia
i mplications of the alternative approaches the Comrittee could adopt.

(d) The Committee will give increased and detailed attention to the need
for a systematic approach to the issue of the |egal status of the Convention
during its exam nation of reports, both initial and periodic. OF particular
i mportance in this regard are the need to clarify the extent of applicability of
the Convention in States where the principle of “self-execution” is applicable,
and the precise neaning of statenents indicating that the Convention “has
constitutional status” or “has been incorporated” in the national |egal order
The request that States parties take appropriate measures, as required by
article 4, to ensure that the provisions of the Convention are given | ega
effect within their donestic |egal systems should be considered of fundanenta
i nportance for the inplementation of the Convention. These nmeasures shoul d
i nclude effective renmedies for the children, their parents and other rel evant
i ndi viduals or groups, and be in accordance with Article 27 of the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties.

(e) The Committee points out that giving primacy to the Convention in
their donestic |legal orders does not preclude the need for States to take action
to harnonize fully their national l|egislation with the provisions of the
Convention, and to adopt conplenentary |egislation and enforcenment mechani sis,
including in particular judicial and adm nistrative renedies, to ensure its ful
i mpl enent ati on.

() The Committee reconmends to States parties that they set up a
mechanismto ensure that all proposed and existing |egislative and
adm ni strative neasures are systematically reviewed to ensure conpatibility with
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child. Such reviews should be carried out by
considering all the provisions of the Convention, and be guided by its genera
principles; they should also give adequate attention to the need to ensure
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appropriate consultation with and invol venment of civil society during the review
process.

(9) The Committee encourages non-governnental organizations, and | ega
prof essi onal s and scholars, to give priority attention to providing | ega
anal yses of existing legislation and its conpatibility with the Convention to
the Conmitee, so they can be of use in its exam nation of reports presented by
States parties, including in areas not usually scrutinised with regard to their
conpatibility with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

(h) The Committee encourages non-governnental organizations, academni cs
and ot her individual experts to carry out nmore detailed and systematic studies
of court cases on the interpretation or application of the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in all types of |egal systens, and in al
areas of the Convention. Information obtained fromsuch studies should, if
possi bl e, be provided to the Commttee, as an input for exam nation of reports
fromspecific States parties.

(i) The Committee will continue to provide inproved gui dance and
illustrations on the interpretation of the provisions of the Convention
including in the formof Ceneral Comments, and will attenpt to do so in
particul ar for the aspects that render provisions of the Convention justiciable.
The Committee will give increased attention to the aspects of the exam nation of
reports which nost clearly affect the inpact of the provisions of the Convention
on the legal and judicial systenms of States parties. The Comm ttee encourages
| egal professionals and non-governnental organizations to make increased use of
the Convention in bringing cases to national and international courts.

(j) The Committee will consider initiating discussions on an Optiona
Protocol to the Convention providing a mechanismfor individual comunications,
to ensure the availability of |legal renmedies at the international level with
regard to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Conm ttee encourages
States parties to support its efforts in this respect.

(k) The Committee recalls that dissem nation and awar eness-rai si ng
about the rights of the child are nost effective when conceived as a process of
soci al change, of interaction and dial ogue rather than |ecturing. Raising
awar eness should involve all sectors of society, including children and young
peopl e. Children, including adol escents, have the right to participate in
rai si ng awareness about their rights to the maxi mum extent of their evol ving
capacities.

(1) The Conmittee recommends that all efforts to provide training on the
rights of the child be practical, systematic and integrated into regul ar
professional training in order to maxim ze its inpact and sustainability. Human
rights training should use participatory nmethods, and equip professionals with
skills and attitudes that enable themto interact with children and young people
in a manner that respects their rights, dignity and self-respect.

(m The Committee calls attention to the fact that econom c policies are
never child-rights neutral. The Conmittee calls on civil society to assist it in
seeki ng the support of key international |eaders, and in particular the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, the Executive Director of UN CEF, and the
President of the Wrld Bank, to exam ne how macro-econonic and fiscal policies
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i mpact on children's rights, and how these policies can be reformed so as to
make them nore beneficial to the inplenmentation of the rights of the child.

(n) Wth regard to article 4 of the Convention, the Conmittee calls for
action to pronmote and di ssem nate evidence that denonstrates that investing in
children and basic social services makes excel |l ent econom c sense, and that
their negl ect underm nes econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent. State parties and
civil society actors need to nmake budget docunentation and processes nore
transparent and accessible to as many people as possible, and invest in raising
the “economc |literacy” of the public.

(0) The Committee rem nds States parties that resource allocation for
basi ¢ social services has the greatest inpact on the realization of child
rights. This neans that ‘the maxi num extent of avail able resources’ as
enphasized in article 4, should prioritise children in resource allocation
facilitating universal provision of quality basic social services for children
Investnent in children today is the best guarantor of equitable and sustainable
devel opnent tonorrow. Universal access to an integrated package of basic socia
services is within the financial reach of the world community, though it wll
often require early and steep debt relief and greater reductions in mlitary
spending. In particular, State parties should provide free primary education for
all children, in accordance with article 28 of the Convention, and strive for
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health for all children, in
line with article 24 of the Convention.

(p) The Committee requests States parties to give increased attention to
the provision of information regarding fiscal commitnent to children, which
shoul d be transparent and adequately reported (including national and
sub-nati onal government commtment to children). In this respect, the Commttee
wi shes to call attention to its guidelines regarding the formand content of
periodi c reports.

(q) The Committee requests that attention be given to the inclusion of
the review of the “20/20 initiative” and its inplenmentation at the “Specia
Session of the General Assenbly in the year 2000 for the overall review and
apprai sal of the inplenentation of the outcome of the Wrld Sumrit for Socia
Devel opnent”, and at the “Special Session of the General Assenbly on the Foll ow
Up of the World Summit for Children in 2001".

(r) The Committee reminds States parties that they should take al
necessary neasures to ensure that w de consultation takes place during the
preparation of reports, and that the report preparati on process serves to
stimul ate public debate and awareness regarding the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

(s) The Committee will give increased consideration to |ooking for ways in
whi ch the reporting burden on States could be reduced to facilitate inprovenents
in the report preparation process. The Commttee may, if necessary and on a
case- by-case basis, consider identifying priorities in reporting or reducing
expectations in that regard, while ensuring continuous nmonitoring of the rights
of the child. Any efforts in this respect will be carefully considered to ensure
co-ordination with approaches used by other treaty bodies nonitoring the
i mpl enmentation of international human rights treaties.
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(t) The Committee points out that every national, as well as state and
| ocal, |level of governnment, nust place coordinating responsibility for child
rights within a senior |evel of government. It recomends that these
coordi nati ng bodi es be at the appropriate |level, such as in the office of the
President or simlar executive levels in state and |ocal governments. Each
coordi nati ng body should be vested with the status and financial and human
resources to enable it to carry out its duties and to obtain or demand
cooperation fromall government departnents in inplementing children's rights.

(uw The Committee recalls that coordination of inplenentation efforts
shoul d be acconpani ed by provision for effective review and nonitoring of
achi evenent. The Committee considers that permanent structures and nechani sns
that exist for the pronmotion of human rights - such as onbudspersons or nationa
human rights conm ssions - can be effectively used for the human rights of
children, provided sufficient inportance is in practice given to this popul ation
group, for exanple through a specific focal point within the structure
concerned. The establishnment of independent nonitoring mechani snms, whet her
specifically for child rights or within the functions of national human rights
institutions is thus particularly encouraged. The establishnment of such
mechani sms shoul d build on the requirenents of the Convention, the “Paris
Principles”, and the practical experiences of existing institutions. Guidelines
shoul d be devel oped for the effective pronotion of the human rights of children
by national human rights institutions.

(v) The Conmittee recommends that the relationship between governnents,
NGOs, children and other actors, in the inplenentation of child rights be
continuously reviewed, so as to ensure the avoi dance of negative inpacts on
children’s rights of reduced financial support for programes, in accordance
with the spirit of the Convention. The Committee reconmends that States parties
ensure:

- that they do not devolve responsibility for the inplementation of
children’s rights to non-governmental organisations wthout the
necessary provision of resources, including training, and that the
i nvol venent of non-governmental organizations in inplenmentation
efforts does not |lead to the abdication of responsibility by the
States parties;

- that the provision of financial or other resources by States or
ot hers does not threaten the independent role of civil society;

- that in any decentralisation or privatisation process, the
Government retains clear responsibility and capacity for ensuring
respect of its obligations under the Convention

(w) The Committee will consider adopting, as a priority, a conprehensive
general coment on child participation as envisaged in the Convention (and nore
particularly in articles 12 through 17) bearing in m nd that participation
includes, but is not Iimted to, consultation and proactive initiatives by
children thensel ves. The Committee rem nds States parties of the need to give
adequate consideration to the requirenents of these provisions. Such attention
shoul d i ncl ude:

- taki ng appropriate neasures to support the right of children to
express their views;
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- ensuring that schools, as well as other bodies providing services
for children, establish permanent ways of consulting with children
in all decisions concerning their functioning, the content of the
curriculumor other activities;

- i ncreased consideration to the creation of space, channels,
structures and/or mechanisns to facilitate the expression by
children of their views, in particular with regard to the
formul ation of public policies fromlocal up to national level, with
appropriate support fromadults, including in particular support
regarding training. This requires investnent to institutionalize
effective spaces and opportunities for children to express their
views and to engage with adults, especially through schools,
comunity organi sati ons, NGOs, and the nedia;

- encouraging and facilitating the creation of structures and
organi sations run by and for children and youth.

(x) The Committee encourages States parties, non-governmenta
organi zations, and others preparing reports, to include the views of children
in particular on the status of children’s rights and the inmpact of the
Convention on their lives, in nonitoring and reporting on the inplementation of
t he Conventi on.

(y) The Conmittee will give careful consideration to the need to ensure
the nost appropriate approach to the participation of children in its own worKk.

B. Review of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Committee

292. During the session, the Comm ttee was inforned by menbers about various
meetings in which they had participated. On 6 July 1999, Ms. Moi attended in
Geneva the high-1level segnent of the Economic and Social Council dedicated to
the right of the child at which she delivered a keynote speech. From 11l to

14 July, M's. Mooi, as chief guest, attended in Col onbo a three-day neeting
organi zed by the NGO Sarvodaya Legal Services Mwvenent on the occasion of the
ei ghth anniversary of the ratification by Sri Lanka of the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child. The neeting brought together a wi de range of participants,
i ncludi ng nenbers of the National Mnitoring Conmttee for the Convention
academ cs, governnent officials, NGO representative and the public at large. A
field visit was also included in the programme.

293. Ms. Mooi also participated in the Fourth Annual Meeting of the

Asi a-Pacific Forumin Manila during which a twod-day workshop was held on the
pronoti on and protection of children s rights. From 17 to 19 Septenber,

M's. Mdoi attended a conference in Tunis entitled “Children on the verge of the
21st century”, organi zed by the Tuni sian association for Child Protection, where
she delivered a speech entitled “Pronotion and protection of the rights of the
child: an obligation to our children on the verge of the 21st century”. Finally,
on 26 and 27 Septenber Ms. Moi participated in a neeting in Warsaw entitled
“Keep children smling in the new m || enniunf, organized by the First Lady of

Pol and. Queens and First Ladies from 16 countries attended the event.

294. Ms. Karp delivered a keynote speech entitled “The inportance of
monitoring the rights of children and youth in today's world” at a symposi um on
the rights of the child held in Victoria, Canada, from24 to 26 June 1999.
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295. M. Rabah participated in a neeting on the rights of the child in Amman,
from15 to 20 June 1999. In his presentation M. Rabah focused on the role
mandat e, functions of the Committee. M. Rabah al so attended the Tunis

conf erence.

296. M. Fulci had been involved in several United Nations neetings where he
had advocated for the pronmotion and protection of the rights of the child. As
Chair of the Econom c and Social Council substantive session of 1999, M. Fulci
had al so participated in the high | evel -segnment discussion on the rights of the
child. He had further participated in the Security Council neeting on 25 August
during which resolution 1261 was adopted. M. Fulci also participated in the
54t h session of the General Assenbly.

C. Cooperation with United Nations and other conpetent bodies

297. During the pre-sessional working group for the present session, held from
7 to 11 June 1998, the Committee held nmeetings with United Nations bodi es and
speci al i zed agencies as well as other conpetent bodies in the framework of its
ongoi ng di al ogue and interaction with these bodies in |ight of article 45 of the
Conventi on.

298. On 9 June 1999, nenbers of the Committee net with representatives of
Parents Advocating for Recovery through Education by Networking Toget her
(PARENTS) who expressed their concerns regarding the rights of child victins of
parental abduction and di scussed with nenbers of the Comrittee possible ways to
redress these sensitive situations.

299. The Committee net with Ms. Lisa WlIl, International Study Director of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child Inpact Study undertaken by R&adda Barnen
(Swedi sh Save the Children) on 10 June 1999. Ms. Wbl | presented the main
findings and prelimnary conclusions of the study which is planned to be

| aunched at the end of 1999.

300. During the session, the Conmittee again held various neetings with United
Nat i ons bodi es and speci alized agencies, as well as other conpetent bodies in
the framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with these bodies in the
light of article 45 of the Convention

301. On 22 September, the Commttee held a neeting with representatives from
United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, as well as other conpetent
bodi es. The Chairperson of the Committee suggested that the nmeeting focus on
ways to inprove cooperation between the Conmittee and its partners.

302. The representative of WHO i ndicated that his organisation had been eager
to inprove its reporting to treaty bodies, but that the capacity to adequately
do so was lacking. It was noted that additional training would be required at
all levels of the organisation to encourage a nore rights-based approach to
reporting on health issues, including children’s health. Oientation and
training on children’s rights would begin in the near future with staff posted
at headquarters and would follow shortly thereafter with field officers.

303. While WHO had recognised that nmore input fromfield officers would enhance
the reporting process and that nore foll owup was needed at the national |evel,
they had not yet finalised the approach to be taken in that regard. It was noted
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t hat WHO woul d col | aborate further with partners on the participation of fields
officers in the reporting process.

304. The representative of UNI CEF indicated that her organization had been
actively pronmoting the reporting process at the national level. |In that regard,
she noted that in recent years UNI CEF had routinely encouraged States parties
that had not yet submitted their reports to do so at the earliest opportunity.
UNI CEF had further provided assistance to sone States that had had difficulties
initiating the reporting process.

305. UNICEF field officers had been repeatedly approached by States parties
about the Committee’ s backlog of reports and its inmpact on the consideration of
their reports.

306. Participation in the pre-sessional working group had been useful in

hel ping UNICEF field officers understand the significance of the reporting
process and its potential inmpact on their work. In that context, UN CEF had nmade
significant efforts to establish |inks between the recommendati ons of the
Committee and the UNI CEF wor k- pl anning process. UN CEF had already initiated
the process of incorporating sone of the Conmttee's recommendations into its
techni cal cooperation programes.

307. The representative of ILO stated that the concl udi ng observations of the
Conmittee had been distributed to ILOfield offices with a viewto their being
i ncor porated, where possible, into the work of the organization at the nationa
| evel .

308. The representative reiterated the inportance of children’s right to the
work of the ILO and wel coned the opportunity for continued cooperation and

di al ogue with the Committee. She referred to the Conmittee’ s private neeting
with M. Kari Tapiola, Executive Director for Fundamental Principles and Rights
at Work of I1LO held 16 Septenber 1999, during which they discussed future
cooperation in pronoting the new | LO Conventi on concerning the Wrst Forns of
Chi | d Labour

309. The new Convention, which calls for imrediate and effective action to
prohi bit and elimnate the worst forns of child |abour, including such practices
as child slavery, forced |abour, trafficking, debt bondage, serfdom
prostitution, pornography and various fornms of hazardous and exploitative work,
had been adopted in June 1999.

310. She expressed appreciation for the recomendati ons nmade in the Cormmittee's
concl udi ng observations regarding the ratification of ILO Convention No. 138
concerni ng M ni mum Age for Adm ssion to Enploynment (1973) and reaffirmed the
positive inmpact of the recommendati ons on the pronotion and ratification of the
Convention No. 182 should be pronoted in a simlar way.

311. The representative of the NGO G oup for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child said that it had established a network of contacts in nost regions,
but that NGO i nformation was often still lacking for Cental Africa, the Mddle
East and small island and other small States. Efforts had been nmade to address
these limtations.

312. NGOs had been encouraged to participate in the collaborative reporting
process at the national level, but had al so been advised that their
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partici pation should not involve the actual witing of States parties' reports
or the drafting of joint reports with States parties. NGOs had al so been
encouraged to submt collaborative alternative reports that foll owed the
Committee’s reporting guidelines.

313. The NGO Group’s coordination efforts had resulted in the recent subm ssion
of alternative reports by NGOs that were consistent with the Commttee’ s request
concerning periodic reports. In that connection, she suggested that the
Committee clearly identify and articulate their needs concerning the subm ssion
of alternative reports by NGGCs.

314. Wth respect to reporting at the pre-sessional working group neetings, the
representative suggested that nore tinme be given to discussions with NGO and
less to the reading of formal statenents. NGO national representatives were
often frustrated by the insufficient tinme to engage in substantive dial ogue with
the Conmmittee.

315. The NGO G oup had requested additional funding to facilitate the
translation of sone of the NGO information fromthe |anguage of subm ssion into
Engl i sh.

316. On 29 September 1999, the Committee meet with representatives fromthe six
Initiators of the 1990 Wrld Sunmit for Children (Canada, Egypt, Mli, Mexico,
Paki stan and Sweden) as well as with Ms. Carol Bellany, Executive Director of
UNI CEF, and ot her UNI CEF staff. Menbers of the Comrittee were infornmed about the
speci al session of the General Assenbly to be convened in Septenber 2001 to

revi ew achi evenents. It was recalled that the Secretary-GCGeneral had called upon
UNI CEF to coordinate a global review of progress in the inplenentation of the
Decl arati on and Plan of Action of the World Summit for Children. The review
process was i ntended to shape and inplenment a new gl obal agenda for children in
the next century. During the neeting, the focal role of the Conmttee in
measuri ng progress towards the realization of the rights of the child through
the reporting process and the partnership built around that process anong the
various actors involved at the national and international l[evels in pronoting
and protecting the rights of the child was stressed.

317. A neeting between Ms. Katarina Tomasevski, Special Rapporteur of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights on the right to education, and nenbers of the
Committee was held on 29 Septenber 1999. Ms. Tomasevski informed menbers of the
Conmi ttee about her work and the main challenges that had energed in that
regard. She explained that in order to respect the right to education, States
woul d need to respect four criteria: availability, accessibility, acceptability
and adaptability of the education system She al so enphasized the need for the
i nternational community to increase its aid in the field of education. Ways to
enhance cooperati on between their respective nmandates were expl ored.

D. Methods of work

318. At its nmeeting on 22 Septenber 1999, the Conmittee recalled its concern at
the growi ng backl og of reports and decided to consider eight States parties
reports during its 23rd session (January 2000) and nine reports per session
thereafter, in an attenpt to reduce the backl og. Regarding the re-establishnment
of the system of country rapporteurs (see CRC/C/ 87, para.255), the Committee
agreed that the country rapporteur would have the follow ng responsibilities:
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(a) To mai ntain contact and work closely with the appropriate staff
menber in the secretariat throughout the whole process;

(b) To “lead” the discussion, during both the pre-session and the
sessi on;

(c) To finalize the List of Issues to be addressed to the State party
after the pre-sessional working group neeting;

(d) To finalize and ensure the quality of the concludi ng observations
and recomrendati ons.

319. The Committee further agreed that the pre-sessional neeting in the future
woul d be country specific and strategically focused. In addition, the Comm ttee
decided that in the future the List of |Issues should be mainstreamed and limnted
to the nost significant issues.

320. At its meeting on 6 Cctober 1999, the Committee adopted gui delines (see
annex VII1) to facilitate and encourage the process of witten subm ssion of NGO
reports as well as the participation of NGOs in its pre-sessional working group
nmeeti ngs.
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V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY- THI RD SESSI ON

321. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the twenty-third session
of the Committee:

1

2.

10.

11.

322. At

Adopti on of the agenda.

Filling of casual vacancy and sol enm decl aration by the new nmenber
of the Conmittee.

El ecti on of the Chairperson of the Cormittee.
Organi zati onal and other matters.
Submi ssion of reports by States parties.

Cooperation with other United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies.

Met hods of work of the Committee.

General conments.

Future neetings.

O her matters.

Bi enni al report of the Cormittee on its activities.

VI . ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

its 586th nmeeting, held on 8 October 1999, the Committee considered the

draft report on its twenty-second session. The report was unani mously adopted by
the Committee.
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Annex |

STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CH LD AS AT 8 OCTOBER 1999

St at es

Af ghani st an
Al bani a
Al geria
Andorra
Angol a

Ant i gua and
Bar buda
Argentina
Ar nmeni a
Australia
Austria

Azer bai j an
Bahanmas
Bahr ai n
Bangl adesh
Bar bados

Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Belize
Beni n
Bhut an

Bol i vi a

Bosni a and

Her zegovi na b/
Bot swana

Brazil

Brune

Dar ussal am

Dat e of signature

27
26
26
14
12
29
22
26

30

26
19

26
26

25

26

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1995
February 1990

March 1991
June 1990

August 1990
January 1990

Cct ober 1990
January 1990
April 1990

January 1990
January 1990
Mar ch 1990
April 1990
June 1990

March 1990

January 1990

al Accessi on

b/ Successi on.

(191)

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

instrunent of

ratification/

accession a/

28 March 1994
27 February 1992
16 April 1993
2 January 1996
5 Decenber 1990

5 Cct ober 1993
4 Decenber 1990
23 June 1993 a/
17 Decenber 1990
6 August 1992

13 August 1992 a/
20 February 1991
13 February 1992 a/
3 August 1990

9 Cctober 1990

Cct ober

Decenber
May 1990
August 1990
August 1990

1990
1991

R WNO B

26 June 1990
14 March 1995 a/
24 Septenber 1990

27 Decenber 1995 a/

27
28
16

12
22
14

31
15

13
24

26

into force

April 1994
March 1992
May 1993
February 1996
January 1991

November 1993
January 1991
July 1993
January 1991
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
March 1991
March 1992
Sept enber
Novenber

1990
1990

Oct ober 1990
January 1992
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
March 1992

April 1995
Cct ober 1990

January 1996



St at es

Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Canbodi a
Caner oon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/
Denocrati c
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea
Denocratic
Republ i c of
Congo
Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Dat e of signature

31
26

22
25

28
30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

May 1990
January 1990
May 1990
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1990

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990

August 1990

January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

Dat e of receipt of
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Date of entry

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

3 June 1991

31 August 1990
19 Cctober 1990
15 COct ober 1992
11 January 1993

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

1992
1990
1990

23 April
2 Cctober
13 August

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 Cctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

into force

30
18
14
10

21

27
18

July 1991
Sept enber
November 1990
Novenber 1992
February 1993

1990

January 1992
July 1992

May 1992
Novenber
Sept enber

1990
1990

April 1992
February 1991
July 1993
Novemrber
July 1997

1993

Sept enber 1990
March 1991

Cct ober 1991
Sept enber 1991

March 1991

January 1993

Cct ober 1990

Oct ober 1990
August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990
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St at es

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai t

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i ¢ of)
Iraq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakhst an
Kenya

Dat e of signature

20

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

Decenmber 1993

July 1993

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 CQctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990
June 1994 a/

N ©O©~NO

»

March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber 1990
6 June 1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

10 August 1990

7 Cctober 1991

28 Cctober 1992

11 Decenber 1992 a/
5 Septenber 1990

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 Cctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

into force

15 July 1992

2 Septenber 1994
20 Novenber 1991

13 June 1991

12 Sept enber 1993

20 July 1991

6 Septenber 1990
11 March 1994

7 Septenber 1990
2 July 1994

5 April 1992

2 Septenber 1990
10 June 1993

5 Decenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990
19 September 1990
13 February 1991

8 July 1995

2 Septenber 1990

9 Septenber 1990

6 Novenber 1991
27 Novenber 1992
11 January 1993

5 Cct ober 1990

12 August 1994
15 July 1994

28 Cctober 1992
2 Novenber 1991
5 Cctober 1991

13 June 1991
22 May 1994
23 June 1991
11 September 1994
2 Septenber 1990



CRC/ C/ 90

Li echtenstein

30

Sept enber 1990

22 Decenber 1995

page 81
States Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
instrunment of into force
ratification/
accessi on
Kiribati 11 Decenber 1995 a/ 10 January 1996
Kuwai t 7 June 1990 21 Cctober 1991 20 Novenber 1991
Kyrgyzst an 7 Cctober 1994 6 Novenber 1994
Lao People’'s
Denocratic
Republic 8 May 1991 a/ 7 June 1991
Latvia 14 April 1992 a/ 14 May 1992
Lebanon 26 January 1990 14 May 1991 13 June 1991
Lesot ho 21 August 1990 10 March 1992 9 April 1992
Li beria 26 April 1990 4 June 1993 4 July 1993
Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya 15 April 1993 a/ 15 May 1993

21 January 1996

Li t huani a 31 January 1992 a/ 1 March 1992
Luxenbour g 21 March 1990 7 March 1994 6 April 1994
Madagascar 19 April 1990 19 March 1991 18 April 1991
Mal awi 2 January 1991 a/ 1 February 1991
Mal aysi a 17 February 1995 a/ 19 March 1995
Mal di ves 21 August 1990 11 February 1991 13 March 1991
Mal i 26 January 1990 20 Septenber 1990 20 Cctober 1990
Mal t a 26 January 1990 30 Septenber 1990 30 Cctober 1990
Mar shal

I sl ands 14 April 1993 4 Cctober 1993 3 Novenber 1993
Mauri t ani a 26 January 1990 16 May 1991 15 June 1991

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed

26

January 1990

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

St ates of) 5 May 1993 a/ 4 June 1993
Monaco 21 June 1993 a/ 21 July 1993
Mongol i a 26 January 1990 5 July 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Mor occo 26 January 1990 21 June 1993 21 July 1993
Mozanmbi que 30 Septenber 1990 26 April 1994 26 May 1994
Myanmar 15 July 1991 a/ 14 August 1991
Nam bi a 26 Septenber 1990 30 Septenber 1990 30 Cctober 1990
Naur u 27 July 1994 a/ 26 August 1994
Nepal 26 January 1990 14 Sept enber 1990 14 COctober 1990

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

26

26

January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990

6 February 1995
6 April 1993

5 COctober 1990
30 Septenber 1990

7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990
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St at es

Ni geri a
Ni ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi | i ppi nes

Pol and

Por t ugal

Qat ar
Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Feder ati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevi s

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

Gr enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Princi pe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

26

26

20

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

4 August
12 Decenber

1995 a/
1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept ember

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Septenber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Cct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enmber
18 June 1990
5 Cctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

into force

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept ember 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991

25 February 1996
2 Septenber 1990
7 COctober 1990
2 Septenber 1990
4 Novenber 1995



St at es

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name
Swazi | and
Sweden

Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republic

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom
Britain
and Northern

of Great

I rel and
United

Republic

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u

Dat e of signature

29
26

26
24
26

22
26

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30

January 1993
January 1990

January 1990
July 1990
January 1990
August 1990
January 1990
May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

Dat e of receipt of
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Date of entry

instrunent of
ratification/
accessi on

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995
6 Decenber 1990

12 July 1991

3 August 1990

1 March 1993

7 Septenber 1995
29 June 1990

24 February 1997

15 July 1993
26 COctober 1993 a/
27 March 1992 a/

1 August 1990
6 November 1995 a/

5 Decenber 1991
30 January 1992
4 April 1995

20 Septenber 1993 a/

22 Septenber 1995 a/

17 August
28 August

1990
1991

3 January 1997 a/

16 Decenber 1991

10 June 1991

20 Novenber 1990
29 June 1994 a/
7 July 1993

into force

1 January 1993
25 June 1991

10 May 1995
16 July 1995
5 January 1991

11 August 1991

2 Septenber 1990
31 March 1993

6 October 1995

2 Septenber 1990

26 March 1997

14 August 1993
25 Novenber 1993
26 April 1992

17 Septenber 1991

2 Septenber 1990
6 Decenber 1995

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
4 May 1995

19 Cctober 1993
22 Cctober 1995
16 September 1990
27 Septenber 1991

2 February 1997

15 January 1992

10 July 1991

20 Decenber 1990
29 July 1994

6 August 1993
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St at es

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenmen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

Dat e of signature

26
26
13
26
30

January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

March 1990

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

13 Sept ember 1990
28 February 1990
1 May 1991

3 January 1991

5 Decenber 1991

11 Sept enber 1990

into force

13 October 1990

2 Septenber 1990
31 May 1991

2 February 1991
5 January 1992

11 Cctober 1990
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MEMBERSHI P OF THE COVMM TTEE ON THE

Nane of nenber

M.

M s.

M.

Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.

M.

Ms.
Ms.

Jacob Egbert DOEK**
Am na Hanza EL GUI NDI **
Francesco Paol o FULCI *
Judi th KARP**
Naf si ah MBO *
Est her Margaret Queen MOKHUANE*
Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO*
Chassan Sal i m RABAH*
Mari |l i a SARDENBERG
El i sabet h TI GERSTEDT- TAHTELA* *
Fi nl and

*

* %

Term expires on 28 February 2001

Term expi res on 28 February 2003

RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
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Country of nationality

Net her | ands
Egypt

Italy

| srael

| ndonesi a
South Africa
Bur ki na Faso
Lebanon
Brazil



State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n

Bhut an
Bolivia

Br azi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad
Chile
Costa Rica
Denocratic
Peopl e's Republic
of Korea
Denocratic
Republic of the
Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Annex |11

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF
THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 8 OCTOBER 1999

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

force

2
8
31
2
2

2
2
24
30
18

1
12
20

21

27

~NONDNDN

Sept enber
Novemrber

1990

1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Novemrber

Novemrber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990

1990
1990

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

26

oOUR R R

Dat e due

Sept enber
Novemrber

1992

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Novemrber

1992

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Date of subm ssion

15
12
12

1
22

20
14

7
19

14
22
28

13

16

11
23

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Noverber 1996
January 1997

April 1999
Sept ember 1992

July 1993
March 1998

January 1997
June 1993
Cct ober 1992

February 1996

February 1998

June 1996
Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1992
April 1993

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and Add. 49

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 45
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 46
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 52

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 59
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 2

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 58

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 50
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 57

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 9 and Add. 28

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 15

9g8 abed
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State party

Ghana

Gr enada

Guat enal a

Gui nea

CGui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Peru

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

force

2

ol

=

N

w N w
ONEFENO ONUCITON ODNDN

NP W =
anNnNO R~ Dd

20
21
28
15

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

1990
1990

1990
1990

1990

Cct ober
Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990

=

N =
PO OFRPrP~POF OFRLRFP M

N
= O

29
13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

Dat e due

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
Novenmber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992

Date of subm ssion

20
24

5
20

11
17

26
25
15
20
21

10
12

25
30
13

28
21
17
14
16

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1997
January 1995

Noverber 1996

March 1994
May 1993
November 1992

April 1997

Decenber
July 1995
Decenber
Cct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

April 1995
January 1994

1997

1992

January 1993
August 1993 and
Noverber 1996

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1993
August 1994
April 1993

Cct ober 1992

Synbol

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 55
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 48

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 17
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 10

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 53

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 56
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 25

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22

and Add. 26

and Add. 47

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 7 and Add. 24

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 23
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 5

)8 abed
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State party

Sai nt

Nevi s
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi nbabwe

Angol a
Argentina
Australia
Bahamas
Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Kitts and

Date of entry into

Initial

force

16
22

27

20

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Oct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990

1990

1990

1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
December
Cct ober

January 1991
January 1991
January 1991
March 1991
July 1991

February 1991
March 1991
Noverber 1991
Sept ember 1991
March 1991

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)
Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion

1 Septenber 1992 21 January 1997

1 Septenber 1992 12 Septenber 1994

6 Cctober 1992

1 Septenber 1992 10 April 1996

1 Septenber 1992 29 September 1992

1 Septenber 1992 7 Septenber 1992

1 Septenber 1992 27 February 1996
15 Septenber 1992 1 February 1996
19 Decenber 1992 2 August 1995
12 October 1992 9 July 1997

1 Septenber 1992 30 Septenber 1992
10 October 1992 23 May 1995
Initial reports due in 1993

3 January 1993

2 January 1993 17 March 1993
15 January 1993 8 January 1996
21 March 1993

2 July 1993 29 September 1995
26 February 1993 14 April 1993

5 March 1993 22 January 1998

6 Novenber 1993 8 Novenber 1994
19 Septenber 1993 27 Cctober 1995

8 March 1993 22 Decenber 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

51
31

43
3 and Add. 20

1

42
40
37
54

4 and Add. 21
35

2 and Add. 17
31

29

3

41
19
30
24

g8 abed
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State party

Denmar k
D i bouti
Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Est oni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
I srael

Italy

Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauritani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

force

18

5
12
11
20

13
20
13
6
2

5
13
23
20

13
18

13
15

14
19

11

August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991

November 1991

June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991

Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991

November 1991

June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991
June 1991

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991

17

11
10
19

12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

13
18

10

Dat e due

August 1993
January 1993
April 1993
July 1993

Novenmber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993

Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993

Novenmber 1993

June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993
June 1993

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
17

1

10
12

28

11
25
25
23

18

21
20

6

14
19
30
19
11

Sept ember 1993
February 1998

Decenmber 1999

1995
1994

August
Decenber

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996

January 1996

Decenber 1994

July 1993

July 1994

Sept ember 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995

January 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

8
39

40

27
22

34

18
12
4

35

32

23
5

33

26

28
11

and Add. 37

68 abed
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State party

Republic of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The fornmer
Yugosl av Republic
of Macedoni a
Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen
Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and
Her zegovi na
Canbodi a
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

20 Decenber 1991
23 February 1991
25 Decenber 1991

13 June 1991
25 June 1991

5 January 1991
11 August 1991

1991
1991

17 Sept enber
27 Sept enber

10 July 1991

31 May 1991
2 February 1991

28 March 1992
5 Sept enber
12 Sept enber
14 March 1992
15 January 1992

1992
1992

6 March 1992

14 Novenber 1992
12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992

Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion

19 Decenber 1993 17 Novenber 1994
22 February 1993 30 Septenber 1992
24 Decenber 1993

12 June 1993

24 June 1993 29 May 1995

4 January 1993 10 August 1993

10 August 1993 23 March 1994

16 Septenber 1993 4 March 1997

26 Septenber 1993 8 October 1993

9 July 1993

30 May 1993 14 Novenber 1994

1 February 1993 21 September 1994
Initial reports due in 1994

27 March 1994

4 Septenber 1994 8 October 1996
11 Septenber 1994 9 Novenber 1995
14 March 1994

14 January 1994 12 July 1994

5 March 1994

15 Novenber 1994 18 Decenber 1997
11 January 1994 17 June 1994

3 July 1994

23 May 1994 15 April 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

25

13

36
10/ Rev. 1

20 and Add. 38
16

18

06 abed
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State party

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Gui nea
Cer many

I cel and

I rel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and
Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a
Anti gua and
Bar buda
Arneni a
Caner oon
Conor os

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1994 (conti nued)

force

1
1
15
5
27

28
14
9
1
1

26

16

23
10
22

April 1992
January 1993
July 1992
April 1992
November 1992

Cct ober 1992
May 1992
April 1992
March 1992

January 1993

April 1992

January 1992
February 1992

January 1992

January 1992

May 1993

Novemrber
July 1993
February 1993
July 1993

1993

Dat e due

31 March 1994

31 Decenber 1994
14 July 1994

4 May 1994

26 Novenber 1994

27 Cctober 1994
13 May 1994

8 April 1994

28 February 1994

31 Decenber 1994

25 April 1994

3 January 1994
28 February 1994

14 January 1994

4 January 1994

Initial

Date of subm ssion

27
4

30
30

4
25
27
6
6

23

16
16

March 1995
March 1996

August 1994
Novenmber 1994

April 1996
Novenber 1998
April 1998
August 1998
April 1998

August 1996

February 1996
May 1994

March 1994

reports due in 1995

15 May 1995

3 November 1995
5 August 1995

9 February 1995
21 July 1995

16

19

24

Novenmber 1995

February 1997

March 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1, Add. 9,
Add. 15 and Add. 15/ Corr. 1,

Add. 19

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 13

16 abed
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State party

Congo
Fiji

G eece
I ndi a
Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya

Mar shal | | sl ands
M cronesi a
(Feder at ed

St ates of)
Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of
Mol dova
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vincent and
t he Grenadi nes

Sur i nane
Syrian Arab
Republic
Taj i ki stan
Tur kneni st an
Vanuat u

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1995 (conti nued)

force

13
12
10
11

4

15
3

21
21

31

25
16

25
31
14

25
20

Noverber 1993
Sept ember 1993
June 1993
January 1993
July 1993

May 1993
Novenmber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993

February 1993
July 1993

Novenmber 1993
March 1993

August 1993
Noverber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

24
15

24
31

13
24
19

Dat e due

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

May 1995
Novenmber 1995

June 1995
July 1995
July 1995

May 1995
March 1995

February 1995
July 1995

Novenmber 1995
March 1995

August 1995
Noverber 1995
Cct ober 1995
August 1995

Date of subm ssion

12 June 1996

19 March 1997

23 May 1996
18 March 1998

16 April 1996
9 June 1999
27 July 1995

29 Septenber 1995

13 February 1998

22 September 1995
14 April 1998

27 January 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

26 obed
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State party

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g
Japan
Mbzambi que

Georgi a
I raq
Uni ted Ki ngdom of

Great Britain and
Nort hern | rel and

(Overseas
Territories)
Uzbeki st an
Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)

Naur u
Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyrgyzst an
Sanoa

Net her | ands
Mal aysi a
Bot swana

Qat ar
Tur key

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due

in 1996

force

27
11

6
22
26

2
15

April 1994
March 1994
April 1994
May 1994
May 1994

July 1994
July 1994

Sept enber 1994
July 1994

August 1994

August 1994

Sept enber 1994
Sept enber 1994
Noverber 1994
Decenber 1994

March 1995
March 1995
April 1995
May 1995
May 1995

Initial

Dat e due

26 April 1996
10 March 1996
5 April 1996
21 May 1996
25 May 1996

1 July 1996
14 July 1996

6 Septenber 1996
28 July 1996

11 August 1996

25 August 1996

1 Septenber 1996
10 Sept enber 1996
5 Noverber 1996
28 Decenber 1996

Date of subm ssion

26 July 1996
30 May 1996
7 April 1997

6 August 1996

26 May 1999

9 Decenber 1997

16 February 1998

reports due in 1997

6 March 1997
18 March 1997
12 April 1997

2 May 1997

3 May 1997

15 May 1997

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add.

N

¢ obed
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State party

Sol onon | sl ands
Hai t

South Africa
Pal au

Swazi | and

Tuval u
Si ngapor e
Tonga

Kiri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

Oman

United Arab
Em rates

Swi tzerl and

Cook I sl ands

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1997 (conti nued)

force

10
8
16
3
6

22
4
6

10
19
21
26

25

May 1995

July 1995

July 1995

Sept ember 1995
Cct ober 1995

Cct ober 1995
Novenmber 1995
Decenmber 1995

January 1996
January 1996
January 1996
January 1996
February 1996

February 1996

January 1997

February 1997
March 1997
July 1997

15
3
5

21
3
5

Dat e due Date of subm ssion
May 1997

July 1997

July 1997 4 Decenber 1997

Sept ember 1997 21 COct ober 1998

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
November 1997
Decenmber 1997

Initial reports due in 1998

9
18
20
25
31

24

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998

22 September 1998

February 1998 21 COct ober 1999

Initial reports due in 1999

7 January 1999

1
25
5

5 July 1999

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 3

CRC/ C/ 61/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 61/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 78/ Add. 1

6 obed
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State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an
Bol i via
Brazil
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Denocrati c Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Chana

Gr enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Second periodic reports due in 1997

26

o0k R R

13

29
11
24

Dat e due

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Novenber
COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
November 1997

COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Decemnber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober
Novenmber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1997
1997

1997
1997

1997

Dat e of submni ssion

20 May 1999

12 August 1997

10 February 1999
20 January 1998

18 Sept ember 1998

7 Cctober 1998

18 Sept ember 1997

14 January 1998

12 Novenber 1997

12 Cctober 1998

CRC/ C/ 90
page 95

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 14

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 10

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 12



CRC/ C/ 90

page 96
Second periodic reports due in 1997 (continued)
State party Dat e due Date of subni ssion Synbol
Peru 3 Cctober 1997 25 March 1998 CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
Phi |'i ppi nes 19 Sept enber 1997
Por t ugal 20 Cct ober 1997 8 COctober 1998 CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
Romani a 27 Cctober 1997
Russi an Federation 14 September 1997 12 January 1998 CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
Saint Kitts 1 Septenber 1997
and Nevi s
Senegal Sept enber 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997

Seychel | es
Sierra Leone

R ROk

Sudan Sept enber 1997 7 July 1999 CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
Sweden 1 Septenber 1997 25 Septenber 1997 CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
Togo 1 Septenber 1997
Uganda 15 Septenmber 1997
Ur uguay 19 Decenber 1997
Venezuel a 12 Cctober 1997
Vi et Nam 1 Septenber 1997
Zi mbabwe 10 Cctober 1997
Second periodic reports due in 1998
Angol a 3 January 1998
Argentina 2 January 1998 12 August 1999 CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
Australia 15 January 1998
Bahamas 21 March 1998
Bul gari a 2 July 1998
Col onbi a 26 February 1998 9 Septenber 1998 CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
Cote d'Ivoire 5 March 1998
Croatia 7 COctober 1998
Cuba 19 September 1998
Cyprus 8 March 1998
Denmar k 17 August 1998 15 Sept ember 1998 CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
D i bout i 4 January 1998
Dom ni ca 11 April 1998
Dom ni can Republic 10 July 1998
Est oni a 19 Novenber 1998
Et hi opi a 12 June 1998 28 September 1998 CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
Fi nl and 19 July 1998 3 August 1998 CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
Guyana 12 February 1998
Hungary 5 Novenber 1998

| srael 1 Novenber 1998

~



Second periodic reports due in 1998 (continued)

State party

Italy

Janmai ca

Jor dan

Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauri tani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Republic of Korea

Rwanda

San Mari no

Sao Tome and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

Uni ted Republic
of Tanzani a

Yenmen
Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Dat e due

Dat e of submni ssion

4 Qctober 1998
12 June 1998
22 June 1998
19 Novenber 1998

5 August 1998

6 June 1998

12 June 1998
17 April 1998
31 January 1998
12 March 1998
14 June 1998

4 Decenber 1998

13 August 1998
18 May 1998

6 February 1998
10 January 1998
6 July 1998

1 July 1998

19 Decenber 1998
22 February 1998
24 Decenber 1998

12 June 1998

24 June 1998

4 January 1998 1 June 1999
10 August 1998

16 September 1998
26 Septenber 1998 12 August 1999
9 July 1998

30 May 1998
1 February 1998

3 February 1998

Second periodic reports due in 1999

27 March 1999
4 Septenmber 1999
11 Sept enber 1999
14 March 1999

15 January 1999 7 May 1999

CRC/ C/ 90
page 97

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 2



CRC/ C/ 90
page 98

Second periodic reports due in 1999 (continued)

State party

Bosni a and
Her zegovi na
Canbodi a
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Gui nea
Cer many

I cel and

Irel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Nort hern I rel and

Zanbi a

Al geria

Anti gua and Bar buda
Ar meni a

Caner oon

Conor os

Congo

Federated States
of M cronesia

Fiji

G eece

Li beri a

I ndi a

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya

Marshal | | sl ands

Monaco

Mor occo

Dat e due

5 March 1999
Novenber 1999
January 1999
3 July 1999

23 May 1999

31 March 1999

31 Decenber 1999
14 July 1999
4 May 1999

26 Novenber 1999
27 Cctober

13 May 1999
8 April 1999

28 February 1999
31 Decenber 1999

1999

25 April 1999
3 January 1999
28 February 1999

14 January 1999
4 January 1999

Second periodic

Dat e of submni ssion

16 March 1999
14 Sept enber 1999

reports due in 2000

15 May 2000

3 Novenber 2000
5 August 2000

9 February 2000
21 July 2000

12 Novenber 2000
3 June 2000
Sept enber
9 June 2000
3 July 2000
10 January 2000
14 May 2000
2 Novenber

20 July 2000
20 July 2000

2000

2000

CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 3



Second periodic reports due in 2000 (continued)

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent

and the

Gr enadi nes

Sur i name
Syrian Arab
Republic

Taj i ki stan
Tur kmeni st an
Vanuat u

5
31
24
15

24

31

13

24
19

May 2000
March 2000
February 2000
July 2000

November 2000

March 2000

August 2000
Novenber 2000
Cct ober 2000
August 2000
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Third

Annex |1V

LIST OF INI TI AL AND SECOND PERI ODI C REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE
COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 8 OCTOBER 1999

session

(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Federati on

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept ember - Cct ober

Fifth

| ndonesi a

Per u

El Sal vador
Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

sessi on

(January 1994)

Si xth

Mexi co
Nan bi a
Col onbi a

Romani a
Bel ar us

session

(April

1994)

Paki st an
Bur ki na Faso
France

Jor dan

Chile

Nor way

1993)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO UuhrELDN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO~ WN R

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 23



State party

reports
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Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

Sevent h session

( Sept ember - Cct

Hondur as
I ndones

Madagasc
Par aguay

ober 1994)

a
ar

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 10 and 26

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

24
25
26
27

Spai n
Argentina

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

6
2 and 17

(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ghth session)

Ei ghth session

(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi
Col onbi a
Pol and
Janmai ca
Denmar k

nes

Uni ted Ki ngdom of

G eat
Nort he

Ninth session

Britain and
rn Irel and

(May- June 1995)

Ni car agu
Canada

Bel gi um
Tuni si a
Sri Lank

Tenth session

a

a

(Cct ober - Novenber 1995)

Italy
Ukr ai ne
Cer many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

29
30
31
32
33

34

36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46
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El event h sessi on
(January 1996)

Yemen

Mongol i a
Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republic of Korea
Croatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mhabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat emal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

Ni geri a

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauriti us

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

47
48
49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71



Fifteenth session
(May-June 1997)

Cuba

Ghana
Bangl adesh
Par aguay
Al geria
Azer bai j an

Si xt eenth sessi on
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1997)

Lao People's
Denocratic Republic

Australia

Uganda

Czech Republic

Trini dad and Tobago

Togo

Sevent eenth session
(January 1998)

Li byan Arab Janmahiriya
I rel and
M cronesi a

(Federated States of)

Ei ght eenth sessi on
(May-June 1998)

Hungary

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Fiji

Japan

Mal di ves

Luxembour g

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and 49
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22 and 47
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2
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Observati ons
adopt ed by

the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

72
73
74
75
76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83

84
85

86

87

88
89
90
91
92
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Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

State party reports

Ni net eenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1998)

Initial reports

Ecuador CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 93

Iraqg CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 94

Thai | and CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 96

Kuwai t CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 35 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 97
Second periodic reports

Bolivia CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 95

Twentieth session
(January 1999)

Initial reports

Austria CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 14 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 98
Belize CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 46 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 99
Gui nea CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 48 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 100
Second periodic reports
Sweden CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 101
Yenen CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 102
Twenty-first session
(17 May-4 June 1999)
Initial reports
Bar bados CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 103
St. Kitts and Nevis CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 51 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 104
Beni n CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 52 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 106
Chad CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 50 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 107
Second periodic reports
Hondur as CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 105
Ni car agua CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 108



Twent y-second session
(20 Septenber-8 COctober 1999)

Initial reports

Venezuel a CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 54 and 59
Vanuat u CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8
Mal i CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 53
Net her | ands CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1

Second periodic reports

Russi an Federati on CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5
Mexi co CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 90
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CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

109
111
113
114

110
112
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Annex V

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSI DERATI ON AT
THE COW TTEE' S TVENTY- THI RD AND TWVEENTY- FOURTH SESSI ONS

Twenty-third session
(10-28 January 2000)

I ndi a

Sierra Leone

The former Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a

South Africa

Ar meni a

Gr enada

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 43

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 55

Second periodic reports

Peru
Costa Rica

Twenty-fourth session
(15 May-2 June 2000)

Iran (Islamc
Republ i ¢ of)

Canbodi a

Mal t a

Ceorgi a

Suri name

Kyrgyzstan

Dj i bout i

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 7

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 16

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 56

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 4/ Rev. 1
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 39

Second periodic reports

Nor way
Jor dan

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 4



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Annex VI

TENTH ANNI VERSARY OF THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD
COMVEMORATI VE MEETI NG ACHI EVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES

Li st of background docunents (in original |anguage(s) only)

OHCHR, "Guide to the Discussion"” for Roundtable I: "Translating Law into
Real ity".

Mari e- Francoi se Liucker-Babel (Docteur en droit, Geneve), “Les réserves a
| a Convention des Nations Unies relative aux droits de |'enfant et |a
sauvegarde de |’ objet et du but du traité international”, published in
Eur opean Journal of International Law, Vol. 8(1997), No. 4, pp. 664-682.

Sharon Detrick (Children’s Rights Consultancy |nternational
(Voorschoten)), “Status of CRC in National Legislation”.

Emilio Garcia Méndez (UNI CEF, Bogota), “Legislative Review Child
Legislation in Latin America, Mdels and Trends”.

Jeffery Wlson (Barrister, Toronto), “A tale of a court that does not Iike
children and one that does, and how an international convention may make
no difference”.

OHCHR, “CGuide to the Discussion” for Roundtable Il: “Putting Child Rights
on the Agenda”.

Rakesh Raj ani (Harvard University), “The Politics of Raising Awareness for
Child Rights: Lessons from Tanzani a”.

Yi tayew Al emayehu (Action Professionals’ Association for People - APAP,
Addi s Ababa), “Professional Training and the CRC - Reflections on the
Et hi opi an Experi ence”.

Shirl ey Robi nson and Mastoera Sadan (Children’s Budget Project, Institute
for Denbcracy in South Africa), “General Measures of |nplenentation:
Mobi |'i sati on of Resources for Children”.

Jan Vandenoortele (Chief, Policy Analysis, UNICEF), “International
cooperation and technical assistance”.

OHCHR, “Guide to the Discussion” for Roundtable [11: “Building
Partnerships for the Realization of Rights”.

Lisa WIl| (Director, The Convention on the Rights of the Child I npact
St udy, Washington, D.C.), “The Reporting Process as a Catal yst for
Domesti ¢ Revi ew and Debate”.

Peter Newell (Chair, Council of the Children’ s Rights Devel opment Unit and
Coordi nator of End Physical Punishment of Children - EPOCH, London),
“Maki ng Governnents Work for Children”.

Anki e Vandeker ckhove (Conmi ssioner for Children’s Rights, Flem sh
Comunity (Belgium), “Quality Requirements for Onbudswork for Children”.
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15.

16.

OHCHR, “Rol e of National Human Rights Institutions in the Protection and
Promoti on of the Human Rights of Children” (Manila, 9-10 Septenber 1999).

Virginia Murillo Herrera (Presidenta Ejecutiva, Defensa del N no
I nternacional DNI (Costa Rica)), “El involucram ento de |a sociedad civi
en la inplenmentaci 6n de la |la Convenci 6n sobre | os Derechos del N fio”



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Annex VI |

TENTH ANNI VERSARY OF THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
COMVEMORATI VE MEETI NG ACHI EVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES

List of subm ssions received (original |anguage(s) only)

Ann Birch (Casa Alianza), “The Tenth Annniversary of the Adoption of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child - Success and
Chal | enges”, 7 pp.

Andr é Dunant, “M neurs en prison: Pourquoi si peu d alternatives?’, 6 pp.

Yuji Hrano (Federation for the Protection of Children’s Human Ri ghts), “The
Rol es Pl ayed by Japanese NGOs in the Initial Reporting Process”, 9 pp.

Asocci azione Volontari per il Servizio Internazionale, “Contribution of the
AVSI's Scientific Committee on the best practices in the inplementation of
the Rights of the Child”, 11 pp.

Cynthia Price-Cohen (Childrights International Research Institute), “Child
Ri ghts Jurisprudence - Its Rel evance for Advocates and Practitioners”, 2 pp.

Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Belize (NGO, “The Current Situation in Belize”,
2 pp.

El I en Mouravi ef f- Apostol and Jaap van der Straaten (NGO Committee on UNI CEF
and PLAN International), “The Unregistered Children Project: towards full
i mpl ementation of article 7 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child”,

7 pp.

Sarah McNeill (PressWse), “Child Rights and the Media: Representing Lost
Chi I dhood - International Media Awareness Project”, 2 pp.

UNESCO, “Translating Law into Reality - Reservations”, 1 p.

Eur opean Association for Children in Hospital, “Report: Inplenentation of
Children's Rights in Health Care Services in Europe”, 6 pp.

I nternational Baby Food Action Network, “Translating the Convention into |aw
and law into reality”, 2 pp.

Kathy H. Martinez (Centre for Reproductive Law and Policy), “Inplenenting
Adol escent Reproductive Rights through the Convention on the Rights of the
Child”, 29 pp.

Archana Mehendal e and Babu Mathew (Centre for the Child and the Law), “Child
Rights in the Indian Context”, 10 pp.

David Southall (Child Advocacy International), “To the Secretary-Ceneral of
the United Nations”, 2 pp.

Cl audia Stangl-Taller, “The Constitutional Translation of the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child in Austria”, 4 pp.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Claudia Stangl-Taller, “Austria - Draft of a Federal Constitutional Law for
the Protection of the Rights of Children and Youth”, 6 pp.

I nternational School Psychol ogy Association, “Respectful School Comunities:
Layi ng the Foundati ons of Peace and Tol erance in the New M| enniunf, 2 pp.

International School Psychol ogy Association, “Cross-National Research on the
Perspectives of Children and Adults about the Status of Children's Rights”,

3 pp.

I nt ernati onal School Psychol ogy Associ ati on, “Child Ri ghts
Education-International: An International Distance Learning Program for
Pr of essi onal s and Policy Makers”, 3 pp.

I nternational School Psychol ogy Associ ation, “Experinmental Reporting System
for the Education Articles of the Convention on the R ghts of the Child”,

4 pp.

I nternational School Psychol ogy Association, “1st and 2nd International
Conferences on Children’s Rights in Education”, 3 pp.

Pax Christi International, “Child Labour in India”, 4 pp.

Ritva Salunen and Jali Raita, “"Rights for the Children Registered Association
- Finland”, 10 pp.

Per manent M ssion of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to the United Nations
Ofice at Geneva, “Message of the Federal Mnistry of Justice of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia on the Cccasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the
Adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child”, 3 pp.

Per manent M ssion of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to the United
Nations O fice at Geneva, “Subm ssion by the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
to the twenty-second session of the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child”,

4 pp.

Patricia Cruzado Mifioz (Conmmi ssion on International Affairs of the Wrld
Counci | of Churches), “Contribucion a |as discusiones que se |levaran a cabo
en | a Reuni 6n de Connenoraci 6n del Décino Aniversario de |a Convenci én sobre
| os Derechos del Nifo”, 3 pp.

Unit for Research and Education on the Rights of the Child of the University
of Victoria (British Colunbia, Canada), “International Child R ghts Education
Institute: A Program of Instruction, Discussion and Debate on the Human
Ri ghts of Children for Professionals and Policy Makers”, 2 pp.

UNI CEF, “Reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child”, 16 pp.

UNI CEF, “Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the Donestic
Legal Order”, 18 pp.

UNI CEF, “Translating Law into Reality: Practice in Courts”, 18 pp.

OHCHR, *“Macr o-economic Policies and the Rights of the Child”, 5 pp.
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Annex VI11

GUI DELI NES FOR THE PARTI CI PATI ON OF PARTNERS ( NGOS AND | NDI VI DUAL EXPERTS)
I N THE PRE- SESSI ONAL WORKI NG GROUP OF THE COWM TTEE ON THE RI GHTS
OF THE CHI LD

1. Under article 45(a) of the Convention, the Commttee on the Rights of the
Child may invite specialized agencies, UNI CEF and "other conpetent bodies"” to
provi de expert advice on the inplenentation of the Convention. The term "ot her
conpet ent bodi es” includes non-governnental organizations (NG3s). This
Convention is the only international human rights treaty that expressly gives
NGOs a role in nonitoring its inplenmentation. The Conmittee has systematically
and strongly encouraged NGOs to submit reports, docunentation or other
information in order to provide it with a conprehensive picture and expertise as
to how the Convention is being inplemented in a particular country. The
Conmittee warmy welconmes witten information frominternational, regional

nati onal and | ocal organizations. Information may be subm tted by individua
NGOs or national coalitions or committees of NGCs.

2. In order to rationalize its work, witten information provi ded by

nati onal, regional and international NGOs as well as individual experts should
be submitted to the secretariat of the Cormttee on the Rights of the Child at

| east two nmonths prior to the begi nning of the pre-sessional working group
concerned. Twenty copi es of each docunent should be provided to the secretariat.
NGOs are invited to indicate clearly whether they wish the Conmttee to keep
their information or its source confidenti al

3. Requests of national, regional and international NGOs to paticipate in the
pre-sessi onal working group should be submitted to the Committee through its
secretariat at least two nonths prior to the beginning of the pre-sessiona
wor ki ng group concer ned.

4, Based on the written information submtted, the Committee will issue a
written invitation to selected NGOs to participate in the pre-sessional working
group. The Committee will only invite NGOs whose information is particularly
relevant to its consideration of the State party's report. Priority will be

gi ven to partners who have submtted information within the requested
time-frame, who are working in the State party and who can provide first-hand
information that is conplementary to information already available to the
Conmittee. In exceptional cases, the Comrmittee reserves the right to limt the
nunber of partners invited.

5. The pre-sessional working group of the Commttee provides a unique
opportunity for dialogue with partners, including NGOs, regarding inplenmentation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by States parties. Therefore, the
Committee strongly recommends that its partners limt their introductory remarks
to a maxi mum of 15 minutes for NGOs coming fromin-country and 5 mnutes for
others so that the menmbers of the Committee can then engage in a constructive

di al ogue with all participants. Introductory remarks should be linmted to

hi ghlights of witten subm ssion

6. The pre-sessional working group is a neeting closed to the public, so no
observers will be all owed.
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Annex | X

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS | SSUED FOR THE TWENTY- SECOND SESSI ON

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 53

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 54 & 59

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 13

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 88

CRC/ C/ 89

CRC/ C/ SR. 558-586

OF THE COW TTEE
Initial report of Mali
Initial report of Venezuel a
Initial report of Vanuatu
Not e of the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the
need for technical advice and advi sory services has
been identified in the |light of the observations
adopted by the Comm ttee
Initial report of Netherlands
Second periodic report of the Russian Federation
Second periodic report of Mexico
Provi si onal agenda and annot ati ons
Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties
to the Convention and the Status of subm ssion of

reports

Summary records of the twenty-second session



