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UNI TED NATI ONS EDUCATI ONAL, SCI ENTI FI C AND CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ON

I ntroductory note

1. On behalf of the Conmittee, the Secretariat invited the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO on 7 May 1996 to
submt to the Committee by 1 Septenber 1996, a report on information provided by
States to UNESCO on the inplenmentation of article 10 and related articles of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,

whi ch woul d suppl enent the information contained in the reports of those States
to the Convention that will be considered at the sixteenth session of the
Committee. These are the | atest reports of Canada, Moyrocco, the Philippines,

Sai nt Vincent and the G enadines, Slovenia and Turkey.

2. O her information sought by the Cormittee refers to the activities,
programes and policy decisions undertaken by UNESCO to pronote the

i mpl ementation of article 10 and related articles of the Convention on the
Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen.
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3. The report annexed hereto has been submitted in conpliance with the

Conmittee's request.
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Report of UNESCO to the sixteenth session of the Commttee
on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen
I . 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. In accordance with article 22 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al

Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, the specialized agenci es are encouraged
to submt a report on the inplementation of the Convention in their fields of
conpetence. In general, all UNESCO activities are concerned with the

i npl enentati on of the Convention. The Committee has requested UNESCO to coment
in particular on article 10 and its inplenentation in countries whose reports
will be presented to the sixteenth session. The Conmittee al so deci ded to study
the articles of the Convention in greater detail at each session. At its
sixteenth session it will concentrate on articles 2, 7 and 8.

[1.  UNESCO DECI SI ONS RELATI NG TO WOMVEN ADOPTED
SINCE THE FI FTEENTH SESSI ON OF CEDAW

A Establi shnent of the Unit for the Pronotion of
the Status of Winen and CGender Equality

2. On 1 April 1996 the Director-General established the Unit for the Pronotion
of the Status of Winen and Gender Equality. This Unit is to coordinate al
UNESCO progranmes relating to women. It is under the authority of a D1

of ficial

B. Establishnent of the Culture of Peace Programme

3. In July 1996 the Director-Ceneral established a Programe for Wnen and the
Culture of Peace. It is responsible for inplenenting the appropriate paragraphs
of the action programres of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen. It is under

the authority of a Dl official and has four tasks:

(a) Followup to the UNESCO Statenent on wonmen's contribution to a culture
of peace;

(b) Cooperation with the United Nations system Menber States and
non- governnmental organi zations in devel oping activities corresponding to
objective E.4 of the Beijing Platformfor Action, which is to "pronote wonen's
contribution to fostering a culture of peace";

(c) Devel opi ng progranmes and encouragi ng reflection and exchange of
experience on the functioning of gender-sensitive denocratic systens;

(d) Providing the Director-General with policy advice and anal ytica
inputs that contribute to a dial ogue between UNESCO, public authorities and
representatives of civil society on the devel opnment of a culture of peace based
on gender equality.
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C. Strengthening of the Programme for the Advancenent
of Wonen in the Mediterranean Regi on
4. By pl aci ng under his authority the advancenent of wonen in the

Medi terranean region, the Director-General has strengthened the action of UNESCO
inthis field. He has thus ensured the followup of the activities undertaken
at the Beijing Conference, especially those carried out in cooperation with the
"Col | ective Maghred Egalité" in the context of the Wnen's Parlianment in Islamc
Countries. These new tasks have been entrusted to a D1.

5. This programme will be based mainly on cooperation between the Northern and
Sout hern Mediterranean countries, with a view to the establishnment of peace,
solidarity and gender equality in the region. It will include the

i mpl ement ati on of the decisions adopted in Novenber 1996 under the Euro-Med
Programe adopted at Barcel ona by the Heads of State of the European Union and
the Gvil Forum

D. Establ i shnment of a Programme for the Wonen of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in pursuance of Executive Board Deci sion
141 EX/93: rehabilitation plan for wonen and children
who have been victins of the use of rape as a tool of war

6. A mission to Bosnia and Herzegovi na was organized from9 to 18 April 1996
as a followup to the report on the use of rape as a tool of war and with a view
to the establishnment of a rehabilitation plan for women and children victins of
such rape.

7. This mssion's aimwas to evaluate the activities designed to inplenent the
rehabilitation plan. It visited the towns of Sarajevo, Tuzla, Gorazde and

Zeni ca. Eighteen working neetings were held with wonen's groups, |oca
representatives of United Nations agencies and of the European Comunity, |oca
non- gover nnment al organi zati ons and non-governnental organi zations wth
experience of action in this field during the three years of the war. The
persons encount ered considered that UNESCO s desire to follow up its report on
rape was useful and urgent.

8. Under the proposed plan three main progranmes will be devel oped over two
years:

(a) Strengthening of reception capacity and care of wonen and chil dren war
victins. During the three years of war, reception centres were established,
notably in the towns of Tuzla, Zenica and Sarajevo, mainly for displaced wonen
from occupi ed regi ons who had been | odged in collective centres, but also for
wonmen in distress fromthese towns. The centres in Tuzla and Zenica may be
cited as exanples and may serve as training centres. The programe is ained
primarily at the wonen of Gorazde, a town that suffered severely fromthe
bl ockade to which it was subjected;
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(b) Creation of a centre for initiatives to conbat post-war
mar gi nal i zati on and exclusion. Sone of the consequences and post-war trauma are
al ready discernible in the high rate of famly viol ence and deserti on,
prostitution, etc., and have confirmed the need to create an observation
mechani sm capabl e of sounding the alarm and explaining the situation to the
public authorities and of raising awareness anbng the various soci o-prof essi ona
circles concerned (doctors, educators, judges, etc.);

(c) Strengthening of the role of wonen in the process of peace and
denocracy and of their participation in the econonmc and social |ife of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. This progranme is proposed on the basis of a broader
under st andi ng of the mandate entrusted to the secretariat by the Genera
Conference and the Executive Board, but also in response to the reality on the
ground and to requests fromwonen's groups. Bosnian wonen's nobilization
against the effects of the systematic use of violence agai nst wonen, and their
front-line position, have nade them aware of the need to strengthen wonen's
participation in current decision-nmaking for the restoration of socio-politica
and cultural links in the region. Wnen are faced with two difficulties: to
preserve their gains and secure a place for thenmselves in the new denocratic
institutions (political, econonmc, nedia and international), and to conbat the
sequel s of the war (poverty, marginalization and exclusion). They also wish to
uphold and 'inpose' their views, which are rooted in the conviction that they
belong to a 'single" comunity and are not diverse conponents of an
intercultural community. a/

[11. UNESCO ACTIVITIES TO PUBLI C ZE THE WORK OF CEDAW

A Di ssem nation of the CEDAW UNESCO Mani festo: Towards
a CGender-inclusive Culture through Education

9. Mention nmust be made here of UNESCO s efforts to apply the phil osophy and
content of the Manifesto which was included for the nost part inits report to
the fifteenth session of CEDAW In this text CEDAWand UNESCO reaffirmtheir
belief in the universal value of education for a world culture of gender
equality and in the determ ning role of education for wonen. They urge the

i nternational community to recogni ze educati on as a fundanmental right. The
Whrl d Educati on Report 1995, a biannual UNESCO publication, has as its central
t hene the education of wonmen and girls and stresses the access of wonen to
scientific and technical education. The Wrld Science Report 1995, published
annual | y by UNESCO, devoted a whol e chapter to wonen's place in science and
technol ogy. These sectors are given priority in the Munifesto Towards a
Gender-inclusive Culture. They are included in several special projects
established by UNESCO in its 1996-1997 programme. (For greater detail see
section IV bel ow.)

B. Participation of the President of CEDAWIin UNESCO
activities: International Whnen's Day: 4 March 1996
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10. Madane lvanka Corti, President of the Cormittee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wrnen, was one of the principal guests at the conference
of 4 March 1996 organi zed by UNESCO and France for International Wnen's Day.

It dealt with viol ence agai nst women throughout the world. b/ Wth this
participation, UNESCO was able to explain to the public at |arge the work of
CEDAW and its inportant role in inproving the status of women.

V. UNESCO ACTI VI TI ES AND BREAKDOWN OF STATES REPCRTS TO
THE SI XTEENTH SESSI ON OF CEDAW CONCERNI NG ARTI CLE 10
OF THE CONVENTI ON

11. Article 10 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen states that every effort shall be made to favour
the participation of wonmen and girls, on a footing of equality, in all forns and
at all levels of education, managenment and planning in the field of education
and in decision-making in this sector. The article calls for equality of
treatnent between the sexes and an inprovenent in the quality of public
education in general.

A UNESCO activities designed to inplenent article 10 of
the Convention

1. Activities to pronpte equality of opportunities between
nen and worren in education

12. UNESCO has a dual strategy in progranme planning: to highlight women's
activities in key sectors of its educational programe and to inplenent speci al
programes. Education forns the major share of its budget devoted to wonen.

Its activities are concentrated on basic education for all. The ains are mainly
i ncreased access to, and inprovenment of, the quality and rel evance of basic
education. The project for the renovation of general and vocational education
stresses the nature and content of the education given to wonmen and girls.
Finally, it may be recalled that the programes of basic education and universa
literacy are targeted on wonmen and girls. The New Del hi office of UNESCO has
publ i shed a book for primary school teachers of girls inIndiaz FromGrl Child

to Person. Resource Materials for Teachers and Head Teachers of Prinmary School s

in India. ¢/ |In the restructuring of the Educati on Sector decided on by the
Director-CGeneral (July 1996), education for all occupies a central position and
clearly reveals UNESCO s priorities in this field.

13. As for the special projects, defined in time, space and by the budget, they
are mainly addressed to the problens of education, general illiteracy and the
training of wonen in science and technol ogy. UNESCO considers that science and
technol ogy are priority sectors for wonen's education. It has organized
nunerous activities concerning wonen and science, particularly with

non- governnmental organi zations. |t has also awarded to wonen scientists a
substantial nunber of scholarships to finance scientific research projects in
new fields. The world science report published annually by UNESCO devoted a
whol e chapter to the place occupied by wonen in science and technology. This
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chapter was wi dely dissenmnated at the Wrld Conference in Beijing in

Sept ember 1995. For the first tine, UNESCO has introduced special progranmes in
these fields. Their main objectives are inproved access to, and participation
of women and girls in, teaching positions and scientific and technical careers
and ot her specialized professions |inked to devel oprent.

2. Presentation of special projects for wonen's education
and literacy and their training in science and technol ogy

(a) Pronotion of the education of wonen and girls in Africa (Sahelian countries

for a period of four years)

14. The aimof this project is to reinforce girls' and wonmen's educati on,
femal e literacy and continuing education, to provide training and technica
assi stance for planning and inplenenting nore effective schooling of girls and
to develop alternative delivery systens for literacy and non-formal continuing
education of wonen, thus pronoting girls' and wonen's enpowernent and their
status in society.

(b) Scientific, technical and vocational training of girls in Africa (Sahelian
countries for a period of six years)

15. The aimof this project is to favour the access of girls to scientific,
techni cal and vocational education, to assess and reduce the obstacles
encountered by girls in acceding to scientific, technical and vocationa
education and to pronote the devel opnent of gender-specific strategies to
enhance the access of girls to such education

(c) Wonen, higher education and devel opnent (all regions, with enphasis on
Africa and countries in transition for a period of six years)

16. The aimof this project is to inprove the status and accessi on of wonen to
responsi bl e posts in professional fields directly Iinked to devel oprent,
particularly in such fields as science and technol ogy, health and comunity
devel opnent.

B. Breakdown of States' reports to CEDAW

1. Ceneral trends in world education: br eakdown of 1995 statistics

17. Progress for girls and wonen in education requires firstly greater access
and full participation in formal basic education and formal or inform

conti nui ng education, thus allowing themreal integration or re-integration in
soci ety.

18. Such progress is currently nmeasured by the increase in the rates of
literacy and schooling but it nust also be nmeasured by the nature and content of
t he educati on given.
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19. The place of wonen and girls in the field of education has considerably
i nproved and the gap between nen and wonen has narrowed greatly since 1970.

20. In all the countries providing information the literacy rates for wonen
have i ncreased, except in Barbados, Conoros, Janmica and Lesotho. |t exceeds
the rates for nen in Uruguay, Janmica and Nicaragua. It is lower in the rura

areas, except for Estonia and Tadji ki stan

Table 1. Estimated adult literacy rates, by region, 1980 and 1995 a/

1980 1995
MF M F MF M F
WORLD TOTAL 69.5 77.2 61.9 77. 4 83.6 71.2
Devel opi ng countries of which: 58.0 68.9 46. 8 70. 4 78.9 61.7
Sub- Saharan Africa 40. 2 51.8 29.2 56.8 66. 6 47.3
Arab States 40. 8 55.0 26.2 56. 6 68. 4 44, 2
Latin Anerical/ Cari bbean 79.7 82.1 77.5 86. 6 87.7 85.5
Eastern Asi a/ Cceani a 69. 3 80.4 58.0 83.6 90. 6 76.3
of which: China 66.0 78.6 52.7 81.5 89.9 72.7
Sout hern Asi a 39.1 52.8 24.5 50. 2 62.9 36.6
of which: India 40. 8 55.3 25.3 52.0 65.5 37.7
Least devel oped countries 36.5 48. 3 24.9 48. 8 59.5 38.1
Devel oped countries 96. 6 98.0 95.4 98.7 98.9 98.4
al Percentage of literate adults in the popul ati on aged 15 years and over.

Source: World Education Report 1995.

21. The enrolnent rates of girls at the primary | evel has increased or has
remai ned the sane, except in 14 countries. Anong these, some, in particular
Austria, Finland and Norway, already had a high rate 20 years ago, and others,
in particular Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Zaire and Zanmbia might attribute their
absence of inprovenment to econonic reforns and budgetary restrictions.
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Table 2. First-level education: gross enrolment ratios, by region, 1985 and 1992 (percentage)
1985 1992
MF M F MF M F
WORLD TOTAL 98. 6 105. 5 91.4 98. 6 103. 8 93.2
Devel opi ng countries of which: 98.9 107.1 90. 4 98.4 104. 4 92.2
Sub- Saharan Africa 76.0 83.9 68. 1 73.1 79.6 66.7
Arab States 87.8 99.1 76.0 89.2 97.9 80. 2
Latin Anerica/ Cari bbean 106. 5 108. 6 104. 3 108. 2 110.2  106.1
Eastern Asia/ Cceani a 116. 4 122.9 109. 6 114.5 117.1  111.6
of which: China 123.2 132.0 113.9 120. 4 123.5  117.1
Sout hern Asi a 84.7 97.6 70. 6 91.2 101. 4 80. 2
of which: India 95.9 110.1 80.5 100. 9 111. 6 89.3
Least devel oped countries 65. 6 75.2 55.6 68.7 76.5 60. 8
Devel oped countries of which: 97.1 97.3 97.0 99.7 100.0 99.5
Northern Anerica 100. 9 101. 2 100. 7 106. 3 107.0  105.5
Asi a/ Cceani a 96.8 96.9 96.7 95. 4 95. 6 95. 2
Eur ope/ Russi an Federati on 95.5 95.7 95.3 98.0 98.0 98.0
Source: World Education Report 1995.
22. The enrolnent ratio for girls at the secondary | evel has generally
increased in all countries, except Bahanas and Barbados, where in fact it has

fallen.
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Table 3. Second-level education: gross enrolment ratios, by region, 1985 and 1992 (percentage)

1985 1992
MF M F MF M F

WORLD TOTAL 48.7 53.6 43. 6 54.1 58.3 49. 6
Devel opi ng countries of which: 37.7 43.9 31.2 44.9 50.4 39.0
Sub- Saharan Africa 21.8 25.7 17.9 23.1 25.9 20.3
Arab States 45.7 53.9 37.2 53.8 60.1 47.1
Latin Anerical/ Cari bbean 50.3 48.8 51.8 53.5 51.2 55.9
Eastern Asi a/ Cceani a 40. 4 45.5 35.1 50.1 54.0 45.9
of which: China 39.1 45. 3 32.5 53.7 58.9 48. 2
Sout hern Asi a 34.0 43. 4 23.7 43.0 52.2 33.1
of which: India 37.5 47.9 26.1 48. 0 58.4 36.7
Least devel oped countries 16.5 21.7 11.3 17.6 21.8 13.2
Devel oped countries of which: 96. 4 95.9 97.0 95.8 94.3 97.3
Northern Anmerica 97.7 97.5 97.8 96.5 95.8 97.3
Asi a/ Cceani a 97.0 96. 8 97.2 97.0 96. 0 98.0
Eur ope/ Russi an Federati on 95.8 95.0 96. 6 95.1 93.2 97.1

Source: World Education Report 1995.

23. The enrolnent ratio for girls in higher education has further increased in
nost countries, thus showi ng greater progress than the primary and secondary
levels. It has fallen in only four countries, Angola, Jamaica, Myzanbi que and
Viet Nam 1In Angola, Myzanbique and Viet Nam this fall is due partly to the
war and in Viet Namto a re-ordering of resources in favour of primary education
to the detrinment of higher education.
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Table 4. Third-level education: gross enrolnment ratios, by region, 1985 and 1992 (percentage)

1985 1992
MF M F MF M F
WORLD TOTAL 12.5 13.4 11.6 14. 6 15.4 13.7
Devel opi ng countries of which: 6.1 7.5 4.6 7.8 9.3 6.1
Sub- Saharan Africa 2.2 3.4 1.1 3.3 4.5 2.1
Arab States 11.5 14.7 8.1 13.0 15.8 10.1
Latin Anerical/ Cari bbean 15.7 17.2 14.3 17.7 18.1 17.2
Eastern Asi a/ Cceani a 4.3 5.2 3.3 5.5 6.2 4.6
of which: China 1.4 2.0 0.9 1.9 2.4 1.3
Sout hern Asi a 5.3 7.3 3.2 7.7 10.7 4.5
of which: India 6.0 8.1 3.8
Least devel oped countries 2.6 3.8 1.3 3.1 4.5 1.6
Devel oped countries of which: 38.9 37.7 40.1 46.7 44.0 49.5
Northern Anerica 61.7 57. 4 66.1 82.0 73.2 91.3
Asi a/ Cceani a 28.8 32.2 25.2 33.3 34. 4 32.1
Eur ope/ Russi an Federati on 32.3 31.1 33.6 37.4 35.7 39.1
Source: World Education Report 1995.
Tabl e 5. Exanples of percentages of girls enrolled a/ in higher education
. - ; . [ . . :
Country Human Soci al Nat ur al Mat h/ Medi - Engi n- Agri -
% Year Sci ences Law Sci ences Sci ences Comput er s ci ne eering culture
Ghana 1990 31 50 27 15 11 23 3 11
Swazi | and 1991 63 40 51 33 b/ -- -- 28
Uganda 1990 33 34 26 15 10 22 8 18
Kuwai t 1991 66 50 74 65 72 63 39 --
Brazi | 1991 74 44 57 49 38 64 17 30
Mexi co 1990 57 40 59 54 41 54 16 21
Italy 1991 80 53 47 51 42 50 11 34
Sweden 1991 64 54 74 53 19 62 21 45
al In courses leading to a licence -- informati on not avail abl e.
b/ Di scipline included in the faculties.

Source: 1993 UNESCO Statistical Yearbook in World Science Report 1995.
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2. Coments on States' reports to the sixteenth session of CEDAW

Canada

Table 6. Goss enrolnent ratio at primary | evel (percentage)

Tot al M F

1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992

105 105 106 106 105 104

Table 7. Goss enrolnment ratio at secondary | evel (percentage)

Tot al M F

1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992

91 104 90 104 92 103

Table 8. Third-level education: percentage of qgirls in
each branch of study, 1992

Exact and
nat ura
Law and sci ences
Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal
br anches Educat i on Letters sci ences Agriculture sci ences
54 76 61 59 20 74

24. Canada's report states that, while nost Canadi an wonen can read, sone,

especially those in ol der age groups and wonen born outside Canada, are the npst
likely to have literacy problens. But this is also true for Canadian nmen in the
same categories. Wile the I evel of educational attainment increased during the

1980s, wonen are still somewhat less likely than men to be university graduates
By 1989, 10 per cent of wonen aged 15 and over had earned a degree, up from
7 per cent in 1981. |In spite of this increase, wonen degree-hol ders accounted

for 14 per cent of adult men in 1989, conpared with 11 per cent in 1981. The
difference is greater in certain disciplines. For exanple, wonen are nore
likely to enrol in education, humanities and social sciences and less likely to
enrol in fields relating to science and technol ogy.
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Mor occo
Table 9. Estimated nunber of illiterate adults
1980 1995

Tot al Tot al
(t housands) % (t housands) %

7 824 60 9 730 62

Table 10. Estimated adult illiteracy ratio (percentage)
1995
Tot al M E
56. 3 43. 4 69.0
Table 11. Goss enrolnent ratio at primary | evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
83 73 102 85 63 60
Table 12. Goss enrolnent ratio at secondary |evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
26 35 32 40 20 29
Tabl e 13. Third-level education: percentage of girls in
each branch of study, 1992
Exact and
nat ur al
Law and sci ences

Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal

br anches Educat i on Letters sci ences Agricul ture sci ences

36 17 45 35 29 36
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25. Morocco's report describes the high rate of illiteracy of its popul ation:
77.9 per cent of its wonmen aged 10 years and older in 1982 were unable to read
or wite. This percentage increases with age and in the rural areas. The

figures quoted in the Wrld Education Report 1995 show t hat
illiterate adults and women and consequently

i ncrease over

1980 in the number of
a step backwards in wonen's and girls
enrol ment at the primary | eve
1982 the World Education Report 1995 notes a substantia

education. There was an increase in
bet ween 1976 and 1986 whereas between 1980 and
decr ease

Morocco' s report,

| ow enrol ment of girls in higher education but notes an increase in the nunber

in 1995 there was an

According to
the secondary education of girls has nade progress since 1980.

This information is confirmed by the figures cited above. The report admits the

of girls enrolled in scientific and technical subjects.
Phi | i ppi nes
Table 14. Estimated nunber of illiterate adults
1980 1995
Tot al Tot al
(t housands) % (t housands) %
2 911 55 2 234 53
Table 15. Estimated adult illiteracy ratio (percentage)
1995
Tot al M E
5.4 5.0 5.7
Table 16. Goss enrolnent ratio at primary | evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
112 112 114 110
Table 17. Goss enrolnent ratio at secondary |evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
64 77 60 69
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Table 18. Third-level education: percentage of girls in each
branch of study, 1992
Exact and
nat ur al
Law and sci ences
Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal
br anches Educati on Letters sci ences Agricul ture sci ences
59 77 60 67 27 76

26. The report of the Philippines states that nmen and wonen are equal in the
educational field, an affirmation confirmed by the above fi gures.

St. Vincent and the G enadines

Tabl e 19. Third-1evel education: percentage of girls in
each branch of study, 1992

Exact and
nat ur al
Law and sci ences
Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal
br anches Educat i on Letters sci ences Agriculture sci ences
68 74 54 71 55 97

27. In the field of education the 1994 report of St. Vincent and the G enadi nes

is nore descriptive and detailed than that of 1991. It is also nore optimstic
about the equality of opportunity between girls and boys at the primary and
secondary levels. However, the report is not precise enough. It does not

al ways provide the data on literacy and enrolnment ratios which would facilitate
a study of the situation, especially as conmpared with other States.

Sl oveni a

Table 20. Goss enrolnent ratio at primary | evel (percentage)

Tot al M F

1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992

96 96 96
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Table 21. Goss enrolnent ratio at secondary |evel (percentage)

Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
89 e 88 e 91
Tabl e 22. Third-1evel education: percentage of girls in

each branch of study, 1992

Exact and
nat ura
Law and sci ences
Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal
br anches Educat i on Letters sci ences Agricul ture sci ences
54 80 68 64 27 73
28. So far, Slovenia's report has not been sent to UNESCO W cannot therefore
comment on it. Illiteracy ratios are not available. The figures cited in the

Wrld Education Report 1995 show that girls and boys are equal as regards

enrol ment at the primary and secondary | evel s.

Tur key
Table 23. Estimated nunber of illiterate adults
1980 1995
Tot al Tot al

(t housands) % (t housands) %
9 384 73 7 231 76

Table 24. Estimated adult illiteracy ratio (percentage)

1995
Tot al M E

17.7 8.3 27.6
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Table 25. Goss enrolnent ratio at primary | evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
96 103 102 107 90 98
Table 26. G oss enrolnent ratio at secondary |evel (percentage)
Tot al M F
1980 1992 1980 1992 1980 1992
35 61 44 74 24 48
Tabl e 27. Third-level education: percentage of girls in
each branch of study, 1992
Exact and
nat ura
Law and sci ences
Al l soci al Engi neeri ng Medi cal
br anches Educati on Letters sci ences Agriculture sci ences
35 43 46 34 28 47

29. So far Turkey's report has not been sent to UNESCO W cannot therefore
comment on it. The figures cited in the Wirld Education Report 1995 showed in
t hat year Turkish women as representing 76 per cent of the illiterate

popul ation. This was an increase; in 1980 they represented 73 per cent. The
same report states that girls and boys are al nost equal in primary education
But this equality does not exist at the secondary |evel.

V. CONSI DERATI ON OF SPECI AL ARTI CLES BY THE SI XTEENTH SESS| ON
A Article 2

30. Article 2 of the Convention requests States to adopt constitutional and

| egi sl ative nmeasures establishing the principle of equality between nen and
worren, prohibiting all discrimnation against wonen and instituting | ega
protection for wonmen agai nst any violation of this principle and any act of
discrimnation. It also requests States to take all necessary measures to
nmodi fy or abolish any laws or regul ati ons which discrimnate agai nst wonen and
to elimnate any practice which constitutes such discrimnation
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1. UNESCO activities to identify and inplenent | ega

texts designed to establish equality of
opportunity between nen and wonen, in particular
article 2 of the Convention

(a) Programme of |egal apprenticeship and literacy

31. Inits plan of action 1996-1997 UNESCO has included a programme of |ega

apprenticeship and literacy. Its aimis to allow wonen and politicians to
identify any law or rule that runs counter to the principles of equality between
men and wonen and of non-discrimnation against wonen. It is also designed to

train | egal technicians so that they can apply nore efficiently, and gain
greater control over, legal equality between the sexes. UNESCO is also
conducting a programe of education and training in human rights and is
encouraging any initiative taken on these lines. 1n 1995 it took part in the
publication of a collection of reports followi ng a workshop held from12 to

13 May 1993 on education, training and informati on concerning human rights in
Nami bia. The collection was entitled Human Ri ghts Education and Advocacy in
Nami bia in the 1990s: A Tapestry of Perspectives. Part Three of the collection
is devoted entirely to the problemof equality in [ aw between nmen and women in
Africa. It also states the views of African wonen - Nam bi an wonen in
particular - on human rights. See Part Il11, "Towards a CGender-Bal anced

Per spective on Human Rights in Africa: Human R ghts through the Eyes of African
Wren; Wonen and Law in Nami bia: A Call for Reform Human Rights through the
Eyes of Nam bi an Wnen. "

(b) Programme to apply the |laws protecting wonen against violence in private
and public life

32. Violence against wonen is an extreme formof discrimnation. UNESCO
pronot es campai gns agai nst such vi ol ence and organi zes programres to protect the
victins. This year it sponsored the conference of 4 March to celebrate
International Wonen's Day. The conference was devoted to viol ence agai nst wonen
t hroughout the world and studied the | egal procedures best suited to conbat it.
The sem nar held after the conference discussed in detail the legal difficulties
i nvol ved and the scope of the nmeasures required. The conference reveal ed the

di versity of violence against wonmen (prostitution, trafficking, conjuga

vi ol ence, certain cultural and religious practices) and the diversity of the
soci o-cul tural contexts in which they take place. It took note of the
experience of Canada, the first country to work out a real policy for helping
wonmen victinms of violence. This policy was supported by a stable governnment and
a network of aides and services. A plan to prevent, detect and oppose conjuga
viol ence was signed by the Prime M nister and countersigned by the Mnistries of
Justice, Health, Social Services and the Status of Wnen. Canada was al so the
first country to establish by | aw programmes for dealing with violent spouses.
Canada' s exanpl e shows what can be done by national institutions in the fight
agai nst violence and the protection of wonen victims.

(c) Meeting of the "Collective Maghreb Egalité" (Tunis 19-24 April 1996)

33. The Collective is concerned mainly with the elimnation agai nst wonmen in
the Il egislation of the Maghreb countries, in particular texts dealing with
personal and famly relations. These discussions have beconme nore and nore
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i mportant with the recent signing of the Convention by the three countries in
qguestion. The conference was entitled "Meeting of the Collective 1995 Maghreb
Egalité - action to be taken before the year 2000". It was organi zed by UNESCO
and held in Tunis from 19 to 24 April 1996. The conference adopted the
foll owi ng agenda: a second conference in the year 2000, an annual report on
violations of wonmen's rights, national and regional activities to pronote the

text of "100 neasures". This text was originally prepared by "The Parlianment of
Wonmen in Islamc countries" which was held in the NGO Forumin Beijing in
Sept enber 1995. It puts forward 100 | egal provisions based on traditiona

Islamic texts and the proposals of certain countries, Tunisia in particular
The neasures were well received both in the Arab-Mislimworld and in Asia and
Africa. They will be pronoted both at the national and regional level. The
work of the Collective has nmade it possible and will continue to nake it

possi ble to analyse the difficulties of reconciling the Convention, and
especially article 2, with traditional Islamc |aw

B. Articles 7 and 8

34. Articles 7 and 8 of the Convention concern the access to, and participation
of, wormen in political and public Iife on equal terms with men. Article 7 deals
with public and political life at the national level. Article 8 deals with
political and public Iife at the international |evel.

1. UNESCO activities to pronpte equality of opportunity
in political and public life at the national and
international |eve

35. UNESCO i s conducting programes to i nprove wonen's access to, and
participation in, political and public life and the public professions. It
enphasi zes progranmmes of advanced training in specialized fields, such as

sci ence and technol ogy, in order to reduce the gap between the sexes and to give
worren a share in the political and public decisions of a country. In
cooperation wi th non-governnental organizations, UNESCO organi zes training
activities and advi sory services designed to encourage the full participation of
worren in denocratic life, especially in managenment and administration. 1t also
seeks to strengthen cooperation between parlianmentary wonen.

(a) Publication of Fermes africaines et dénocratie

36. In 1995 the UNESCO regional office at Dakar published the book Femmes
africaines et dénocratie under the direction of Tinothée Ngakouto. It was
witten because of Africa's concern to re-think the definition of relations
bet ween nmen and wonen and the need to integrate the question of the status of
worren i nto general questions of human rights. The authors consider that the
private and public status of African wonen and their participation in public
life to be essential for the devel opnent of the African continent.

(b) Mssion to observe the Pal estine el ections

37. Follow ng a request by Mre. Leila Shahid, Anbassador of the Pal estinian
Authority in Paris, the Director-CGeneral decided to send a mssion to observe
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the elections in Palestine from19 to 22 February 1996. Its task was to observe
and gather information on the electoral process in the autononous Arab
territories, especially as regards femal e candidates and el ectors. This m ssion
was organi zed in close cooperation with the Wnen's Affairs Technical Conmittee
(WATC) of Ramalla (Palestine), the official body dealing with wonmen's questions.
Qut of 680 candidates for 88 seats there were 28 femal e candi dates. Four wonen
were el ected. The turnout was big, anpbng wonen also (in spite of many negative
pressures noted by the mission). But the question of the representation of
wonmen and of the establishment of a Mnistry of Wonen's Rights remains. The
WATC mlitants demanded a M nistry of Wnmen but, whereas the different technica
conmi ttees becane Mnistries after the elections, the wonen's technica
comittee becane a non-governnmental organization. As a result of this mssion,
UNESCO recommends that WATC shoul d be supported, especially because of its
organi zing abilities, which make it the ideal partner for tinely action in the
fields of education, science and technol ogy. UNESCO al so suggested that WATC
should formpart of the Mediterranean networks and should benefit fromthe

foll owup of Euronmed. Finally, UNESCO stressed the inportance of wonmen in the
establ i shment of Pal estinian denpcratic institutions and of peace.

Consequently, the mssion urged that the international community shoul d
undertake, with financial resources, to uphold and protect the political rights
of Pal estinian womnen.

2. UNESCO s contribution to the consideration of wonen's
place in international politics

38. In a circular dated 2 August 1996, the Director-Ceneral decided to
establish within UNESCO itsel f an Advisory Committee on Equal Opportunities.
This Committee will have the task of advancing the status of women in the
secretariat. Special attention will be given to the recruitment and

pr of essi onal prospects of wonen.

Tabl e 28. The nunber and percentage of wonen dipl omats
appoi nted to UNESCO in 1996

Di pl omat s appoi nt ed
t o UNESCO Men Wonen

Nurber 538 382 156
Per cent age 71 29
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Tabl e 29. The nunber and percentage of wonen permanent representatives
accredited to the Director-CGeneral of UNESCO in 1996

Per manent representatives
accredited to the

Di rector-CGeneral of UNESCO Men VWnen
Nunber 152 131 32
Per cent age 86. 18 13. 82

Tabl e 30. Breakdown into different groups of the 21 wonen pernanent
representatives accredited to the D rector-Ceneral

G oup | Andorra, San Marino

Goup Il Bel arus, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland

Goup |11 Costa Rica, Cuba, Guatemal a, Honduras, Jamaica, Peru
Goup IV New Zeal and, Philippines, Sri Lanka

G oup Va South Africa, Lesotho, Mali, Muuritius

G oup Vb Syrian Arab Republic

Table 31. The nunber of wonen occupying posts of Director
at UNESCO i n August 1996

Men Wonen
Directors 109 18
Deputy Directors-Ceneral 12 2
D2 22 1
D1 75 15

39. Since February 1996 we can observe progress towards greater equality
bet ween nmen and wonen: in that nmonth there were 121 nmen and 16 wonen occupyi ng
directors' posts as against 109 nmen and 18 wonen in August 1996.

3. CGeneral trends in the political and public participation
of wonen throughout the world

40. Local conmunities, nunicipal councils, parlianentary institutions (higher
and | ower chambers) and national representative bodies constitute the main
centres of political and public participation. Participation in elections is an
essential element of participation in political life but the data appropriate
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for regional and international conparisons on electoral participation broken
down by sex are not yet avail able.

41. Participation by wonen in political life is strongest in the Nordic
countries and weakest in the Arab countries. In 55 countries men are the nmain
occupi ers of political posts; here wonen have only 5 per cent of parlianentary
seats.

Table 32. Countries with 20 per cent or nobre parlianentary seats

A.  Lower chanber

%

Devel oped regi ons

Austria 21
Denmar k 33
Fi nl and 39
Cer many 21
I cel and 24
Luxemnbour g 20
Net her | ands 31
New Zeal and 21
Nor way 34
Sweden

Africa

Seychel | es 27
South Africa 25
Latin Americal/ Cari bbean

Cuba 23
Guyana 20
Asia

Chi na 21

Peopl e' s Republic of Korea 20
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B. Upper chanber

%

Devel oped regi ons

Australia 21
Austria 21
Net her | ands 25
Africa

Swazi | and 20

Latin Anerical/ Cari bbean

Bar bados a/ 29
Bel i ze b/ 22
Sai nt - Luci a a/ 36
Trini dad and Tobago a/ 23
Asia

Mal aysi a 20

al Al'l appoi nt ed.
b/ Al'l appointed, except for the President of the Chanber who is el ected.

Source: The Wrld's Woren 1995.
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Table 33. Participation of wonen in politica ife

Local communities Legi sl ati ve power Executi ve power
Muni ci pal iti es or equival ent Upper and | ower chanbers
Proportion Proportion of
Seat s of seats seats at the
Worren nenbers occupi ed by occupi ed by mnisterial |evel
of counci l Wonen mayor s womnen womnmen occupi ed by wonen
Wor | d - - .. 10 6
I ndustrialized 12 8
countries
Devel opi ng S Ce Ce 10 5
countries
Arab countries 4 1
Eastern Asia 19 6
Latin Anmerical/ 10 4 10 8
Cari bbean
Sout hern Asi a 5 3
Sout h- East Asi a 6
and Pacific
Sub- Sahar an 6
Africa
Least devel oped S - Ce 6 5
countries
Eur opean Uni on 16 6 o 14 16
Nordi c countries 28 17 L 36 31
CECD 16 6 - 13 15
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Tabl e 34. Percentage of wonmen occupi ng deci si on-naki ng positions in governnent, by sector, 1994

Cabi net s:
executive Law and
heads Politics a/ Economi cs justice Soci al b/
Devel oped regions
East ern Europe 3.9 0.6 51 0.9 10. 3
West ern Europe 7.8 7.7 8.0 9.7 18.7
O hers 10.9 9.7 15. 4 15.1 25.1
Africa
Northern Africa 5.8 - - 16.7 1.6
Sub- Saharan Africa 2.8 4.4 4.5 6.9 12.5
Latin Anerical
Central Anmerica 7.7 6.4 9.7 14.6 14.6
South Anerica 4.9 3.1 51 5.8 11.5
Cari bbean 7.3 20.5 6.7 22.2 22.1
East Asia 0.6 - 1.5 - 3.9
Sout h- East Asi a 1.9 0.5 2.2 - 4.9
Central Asia - - 3.9 - 9.0
Sout hern Asi a 57 1.0 4.9 6.2 4.8
Western Asia 0.7 - 1.8 1.5 3.9
Cceani a 8.8 18.3 2.2 - 5.0
al Politics: Mnistries (of Defence, Foreign Affairs, Interior).
b/ Social: Mnistries (Health, Education, Housing, Social Wlfare).
4. Comments on States' reports to the sixteenth session of

CEDAW concerning articles 7 and 8 of the Convention

42. W felt it useful for the CEDAW experts who are studying articles 7 and 8
to anal yse, as exanples, the replies of the States Parties to the Convention, as
giving a broad picture of the different situations throughout the world.
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Canada

Tabl e 35. oo . [ . S i f

Local communities Legi sl ati ve power Executive power
Muni ci pal iti es or equival ent Upper and | ower chanbers
Proportion of seats
Proportion of at the mnisterial
Worren nenbers of Seat s occupi ed by seats occupi ed | evel occupied by
counci | Wonen mayor s wonen by wonen wonen
% % % % %
1990- 1994 1990- 1994 1994 1994 1994
18 . . 17 14

43. Canada's report points out that the data on the participation of wonen in
public life are not conplete enough. Neverthel ess, they show that significant
progress has been nade in the attainnent of political equality, an affirmation
confirmed by the above figures.

Mbr occo

Table 36. Participation of wonen in politica ife

Local communities Legi sl ati ve power Executive power
Muni ci pal iti es or equival ent Upper and | ower chanbers
Proportion of seats
Proportion of at the mnisterial
Worren nenbers of Seat s occupi ed by seats occupi ed | evel occupied by
counci | Wonen mayor s wonen by wonen wonen
% % % % %
1990- 1994 1990- 1994 1994 1994 1994
- - 2 1 -

44. Mbrocco's report shows that its wonen have nmade recent progress in their
participation in communal and legislative elections (for the first time in 1993
two wonen were elected to Parlianment) and in their access to public posts. Over
the I ast 30 years such access has gradually inproved. The posts occupied by
worren, for the nost part, are intermediary or junior. The report seens to show
that Morocco is making sl ow progress towards greater fermale participation inits
public life. But its efforts are clearly inadequate. Not once does the report
mention "equality"”.
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Tabl e 37

Phi | i ppi nes

S [ . . it

Local comunities

Legi sl ati ve power

Executive power

Muni ci pal iti es or equival ent

Upper and | ower chanbers

Proportion of

Proportion of seats
at the mnisteria

Worren nenbers of Seat s occupi ed by seats occupi ed | evel occupied by
counci | Wonen mayor s wonen by wonen wonen
% % % % %
1990- 1994 1990- 1994 1994 1994 1994
13 8 25 11 8

45. The Philippines report states that
worren have attained a formal

and j udi ci al
are no | egal
soci o-cul tural
any rea

br anches;

St.

equal ity.

rights between nen and wonen.

Vi ncent and the G enadi nes

Tabl e 38

Co [ . . it

inthe field of politica
A de facto inequality persists,
as regards participation in elections and nonmi nation to public posts.

continue to occupy the higher-ranking positions in the executive,
wonmen tend to remain at the mddle and
obstacles to their participation in internationa

rights men and

however,
Men
| egi sl ative
low | evel. There

activities. But
factors continue to inpede such activities and therefore prevent
equality of politica

Local comunities

Legi sl ati ve power

Executive power

Muni ci pal ities or equival ent

Upper and | ower chanbers

Proportion of

Proportion of seats

at the mnisteria

Worren nenbers of Seat s occupi ed by seats occupi ed | evel occupied by
counci | Wonen mayor s wonen by wonen wonen
% % % % %
1990- 1994 1990- 1994 1994 1994 1994
- - 2 13 11

46. The report of St

equal political rights.
wonen candi dat es.
participation in politica

Vincent and the G enadines states that

Wirren vote in large nunbers but there are much fewer
The figures quoted above revea
life.
need for greater efforts in the search for rea

But the report
equal ity.

a low leve
is optimstic.

men and womren have

of female

It admts the

It mentions two

parliamentary wonen as evidence of a certain fenale participation at the highest
| evel s of decision-maki ng and power.
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Sl oveni a

47. So far Slovenia's report has not been sent to UNESCO W cannot therefore
coment on it.

Tur key

Table 39. Participation of wonen in politica ife

Local communities Legi sl ati ve power Executive power

Muni ci pal iti es or equival ent Upper and | ower chanbers

Proportion of seats

Proportion of at the mnisterial
Worren nenbers of Seat s occupi ed by seats occupi ed | evel occupied by
counci | Wonen mayor s wonen by wonen wonen
% % % % %
1990- 1994 1990- 1994 1994 1994 1994
1 - 8 2 5

48. So far Turkey's report has not been sent to UNESCO W cannot therefore
comment on it. The above figures show that female participation in the

political life of Turkey is somewhat | ow
Not es
al In pursuance of this plan, the followi ng activities may be mentioned:

(a) UNESCO s support for the first wonen's conference in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na held in Sarajevo from 25 June to 2 July 1996. More than 400 wonen
fromd40 countries attended. Seventy were fromcountries of the forner
Yugosl avia and 50 fromthe Serbian entity. President |zetbegovic noted the
vital role of wonen in the resistance and in the adm nistration of the country
during the war years. This neeting was a real success because it actually took
pl ace and because of the quality of the statements nmade. As a result of this
conference, UNESCO was able to continue its inplenmentation of the rehabilitation
plan for wonen and children victins of rape in Bosnia and Herzegovi na. Four
agreenents have al ready been concl uded.

(b) Training of officials of women's associations in the organization
of psycho-social rehabilitation programes for wonmen and children who have been
victins of violence (especially sexual violence) and establishnent of persons
trained in pilot nmeetings in new reception centres.

(c) Establishnment in the town of CGorazde of a reception centre for
di spl aced wonmen or war victinms. |Its aimis to pronote activities which involve
manual work as therapy. There will also be a psycho-nedical unit. A manua
wi Il be published for |eaders of reception centres and therapeutists.
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(d) Dissemnation in Serbo-Croat of UNESCO report on the use of rape
as a tool of war.

(e) Transmission to ADG CLT of the draft publication in French of the
book i n Serbo-Croat by Nerm na Kurspahic entitled D sparus, |es cavaliers bleus.

b/ International Wonen's Day: viol ence against wonen throughout the
world - diversity, simlarities.

cl/ NAYAR, Usha, UNESCO, New Del hi O fice, 1995.



