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LETTER DATED 13 MARCH 2009 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE
TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON THE CONCL USION OF AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO SUCCEED THE TREATY ON
THE REDUCTION AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS
(START I)*

| have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a statement by Mr. D.A. Medvedev,
President of the Russian Federation, concerning the conclusion of an agreement with the
United States of Americato succeed the Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms, which was read out by Mr. S.V. Lavrov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Federation, in a plenary meeting of the Conference on Disarmament on 7 March 2009
(see annex).

| should be grateful if you could issue and circulate this letter and its annex as an official
document of the Conference on Disarmament.

(Sgned): Vaery LOSHCHININ
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of the
Russian Federation to the
Conference on Disarmament

* Originally issued as a document of the General Assembly under the symbol A/63/771,
dated 18 March 2009.
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STATEMENT BY DMITRY MEDVEDEV, PRESIDENT OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION, ON THE CONCLUSION OF AN
AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATESOF AMERICA
TO SUCCEED THE TREATY ON THE REDUCTION AND
LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS

The Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (START Treaty)
expires on 5 December 2009. It is hard to overestimate the significance of this document in
maintaining international peace and stability. The Treaty has played a historic role in ensuring
strategic stability and security and in reducing the arsenals of strategic offensive arms. Its
implementation has made the world more secure.

Today we are facing an urgent need to move forward on the road to nuclear disarmament.
The Russian Federation is fully committed to the goal of freeing the world from this most lethal
weapon, in accordance with its obligations under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons.

Already in 2005 we proposed to the United States of Americathat a new agreement be
concluded to replace the START Treaty. It could be based on all the best elements that have
been working effectively in the current Treaty and at the same time reflect the strategic realities
of today.

In taking such a decision, we considered, inter alia, the fact that the reduction levels set
by the START Treaty were already achieved in 2001. At present the number of strategic
delivery vehicles and warheads attached to them is significantly lower. The START Treaty
therefore not only no longer limits the nuclear missiles of the Russian Federation and the
United States of America but actually allows them to increase the numbers of strategic offensive
arms.

Our approach to this agreement is as follows. The future agreement must be legally
binding. It is equally important that the document be forward-looking and limit not only
warheads but also their strategic delivery vehicles: intercontinental ballistic missiles,
submarine-launched ballistic missiles and heavy bombers.

We also consider it necessary to exclude the possibility of deploying strategic offensive
arms outside national territories.

| should like to emphasi ze that the Russian Federation is open to dialogue and is prepared
for negotiations with the new United States Administration. | fully share the commitment of the
United States President, Mr. Obama, to the noble goal of saving the world from the nuclear
threat and | see this as arewarding areafor joint work.

| believe that constructive cooperation in thisareawill contribute to a general improvement
in relations between the Russian Federation and the United States of America.



