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ПИСЬМО ПОСТОЯННОГО ПРЕДСТАВИТЕЛЯ ГРУЗИИ 
ОТ 26 АВГУСТА 2008 ГОДА НА ИМЯ ГЕНЕРАЛЬНОГО 
СЕКРЕТАРЯ КОНФЕРЕНЦИИ ПО РАЗОРУЖЕНИЮ, 
ПРЕПРОВОЖДАЮЩЕЕ ТЕКСТ ОБНОВЛЕННОЙ 
СПРАВКИ О НЫНЕШНЕЙ СИТУАЦИИ В ГРУЗИИ  

 
 
 Имею честь препроводить Вам тексты заявления, сделанного делегацией Грузии 
26 августа 2008 года на 1115-м пленарном заседании∗ Конференции по разоружению 
относительно военной агрессии Российской Федерации на территории Грузии, а также 
приобщаемых справок. 
 
 Я был бы признателен Вам за выпуск и распространение текста настоящего письма 
вместе с прилагаемым заявлением и приобщаемыми справками в качестве официального 
документа Конференции по разоружению. 
 
 

(подпись):  Гиоргий Горгиладзе   
 посол, 
 Постоянный представитель  

                                                 
∗ Текст сделанного заявления см. CD/PV.1115. 

GE.08-63123   (R)     230908    230908 
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 Постоянный представитель Грузии посол Гиоргий Горгиладзе хотел бы, пользуясь 
возможностью, представить уважаемой Конференции по разоружению обновленную 
справку о нынешней ситуации в Грузии, как это было предметом дискуссии в ходе 
заседания на прошлой неделе.  
 
 Говоря юридическим языком, Грузия подверглась полномасштабной военной 
агрессии со стороны Российской Федерации в нарушение принципов и норм Устава 
Организации Объединенных Наций, включая запрещение применения силы среди 
государств и уважение суверенитета и территориальной целостности Грузии.  
И когда в качестве предлога для своих незаконных действий Российская Федерация 
использовала так называемое нарушение в Грузии прав осетин, то это просто позор.  
Грузия не будет вступать в дебаты относительно мотивировок, используемых Российской 
Федерацией в качестве оснований для своего агрессивного акта, а просто отметит, что в 
общем плане международное сообщество не одобряет всякое обращение к силе ради так 
называемой "защиты граждан/соотечественников за рубежом", ибо это противоречит 
принципам Устава Организации Объединенных Наций и лишено всякой легитимности без 
санкции Совета Безопасности.  Ирония состоит в том, что Российская Федерация так и не 
востребовала никакой международный механизм в качестве надлежащей арены 
для обсуждения своих озабоченностей, даже если бы кто-то мог притязать на то, что 
за российской аргументацией стоят легитимные резоны.  Российская мотивировка 
подозрительно выделяется на фоне массовой паспортизации, проведенной в Абхазии, 
Грузия, и Южной Осетии, Грузия, и представляет собой нарушение принципов 
суверенитета и добрососедства1.  Далее она ставит под вопрос истинную цель и мотивы 
такой интервенции, тем более что это произошло безо всякой предварительной апелляции 
к международному сообществу на этот счет2.  
 
 Что же касается масштаба массовой гибели граждан в Цхинвальском районе Грузии, 
что выдвигается Российской Федерацией в качестве еще одного правового основания в 
оправдание интервенции, то этот факт не был подтвержден ни международными 
правозащитными организациями, такими как "Хьюмен райтс уотч", ни российскими 
правоохранительными ведомствами3.  Печально, что в ходе ведения боевых действий 

                                                 
1 Высокий комиссар ОБСЕ выпускает заявление о защите меньшинств и граждан за рубежом, 
см. http://www.osce.org/item/32663.html.  
2 Примечательно, что международным гуманитарным организациям не позволяется 
проникнуть на территории, контролируемые российскими войсками.  Получить доступ в 
Цхинвали, Грузия, было позволено – после продолжительных переговоров – лишь 
Международному комитету Красного Креста. 
3 Как сообщила "Хьюмен райтс уотч", она смогла задокументировать менее 100 гражданских 
смертей в ходе ведения военных действий.  Далее она отмечает, что в ходе ведения военных 
действий нападения были направлены не на граждан, а на военные объекты, - 
см. http://hrw.org/english/docs/2008/08/10/georgi19581.htm. 
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имели место гражданские потери, и мы скорбим по этим гражданам, ибо потеря всякой 
гражданской жизни в ситуации вооруженного конфликта есть трагическое событие.  
 
 Весьма печально, что прямой жертвой агрессивных действий Российской Федерации 
стало гражданское население по всей Грузии.  В особенности, российские вооруженные 
силы действовали в нарушение основных принципов, регулирующих средства и методы 
ведения военных действий по международному гуманитарному праву. Эти нарушения 
продолжались даже после того, как 15 – 16 августа президентами обеих сторон – Грузии 
и Российской Федерации – было подписано соглашение о прекращения огня, которое 
было выработано при посредничестве президента Франции г-на Саркози, действовавшего 
в качестве председателя Европейского союза.  23 августа, спустя лишь неделю после 
военной оккупации части территории Грузии, российские власти объявили о своем 
отходе с территорий собственно Грузии, однако это было сделано лишь частично.  
На сегодня российские войска оккупируют территории собственно Грузии4, выходя 
за рамки зоны конфликта Цхинвальского района Грузии.  Помимо того, что российское 
поведение представляет собой явное нарушение соглашения о прекращении огня, 
ситуация еще больше усугубляется актами мародерства, грабежа и уничтожения 
имущества, задержания гражданского населения и бесчеловечного обращения с ним, 
суммарных казней и захвата заложников российскими вооруженными силами, а также 
на территориях, находящихся под контролем российских вооруженных сил.  
 
 Если говорить о нарушении в плане средств и методов ведения войны, 
то нынешними российскими властями, похоже, позабыт принцип человеколюбия, 
которым руководствовался Федор Мартенс при составлении договоров 
по международному гуманитарному праву.  На протяжении последних двух недель 
военным нападениям в нарушение принципа различения подвергались гражданские 
объекты (города, больницы, учебные заведения, церкви) по всей Грузии.  Покидая части 
оккупированной территории Грузии, российские вооруженные силы оставляли 
заминированными железные дороги, гражданскую инфраструктуру и общественные 
здания, которые сами по себе не могут квалифицироваться как военные объекты 
по соответствующим нормам гуманитарного права.  Эти акты были скорее рассчитаны 
на то, чтобы усугубить гуманитарный кризис, создать экономические ограничения 
и терроризировать простое гражданское население.  К настоящему заявлению прилагается 
хронология, а также информация относительно гражданских объектов, подвергнутых 
нападениям/бомбёжкам. 

                                                                                                                                                             
 Следователи российской прокуратуры сообщили лишь о 133 гражданских смертях в Южной 
Осетии, Грузия, – см. www.kommersant.ru/doc.aspx?DocsID=1013890&ThemesID=301. 
4 А это значит, что российские вооруженные силы не только остаются в Абхазии, Грузия, и 
Южной Осетии, Грузия, но и все еще присутствуют на территории, которая была под контролем 
грузинских властей до вспышки боевых действий, такой как деревни вблизи Гори, порт Поти и 
близлежащие окрестности, Верхний Кодори и т.д. 
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 Грузия хотела бы особенно привлечь внимание Конференции к применению 
российскими вооруженными силами кассетных боеприпасов и других типов средств 
ведения войны, которые сопряжены с неизбирательным воздействием на гражданское 
население. В частности, российские вооруженные силы широко применяли (и оставляли) 
ракетный комплекс "Искандер-9M72" (SS-26 Stone), тактические баллистические ракеты 
малой дальности "Точка-У" (SS-21 Scarab), реактивные системы залпового огня "Град" 
и "Ураган" и разные модификации кассетных боеприпасов (включая РБК-250).  
К настоящему заявлению прилагаются фотографии кассетных боеприпасов.  
 
 На дорогах, лугах и фермах, зачастую умышленно, оставлено большое количество 
неразорвавшихся снарядов и противопехотных мин, что ежедневно оборачивается 
гражданскими потерями.  Сложившаяся ситуация сопряжена с тяжкими последствиями 
для сотен тысяч внутренне перемещенных лиц, которые желают вернуться к местам 
своего постоянного жительства.  
 
 Помимо гражданских объектов и гражданского населения российские вооруженные 
силы поражали грузинскую природную среду, обстреливая зажигательными 
боеприпасами горные районы Боржоми и селение Цеми.  В нарушение Протокола III 
КНО5 были подожжены обширные участки лесистых земель и было выжжено до земли 
несколько сот гектаров уникальной флоры, включая защищаемые растительные виды 
Национального парка.  
 
 И сегодня Грузия все еще ждет, чтобы российское правительство придерживалось 
соглашения о прекращении огня, действовало в духе доброй воли и покинуло территории 
Грузии, оккупированные его вооруженными силами.  В этом отношении Грузия 
призывает всех членов международного сообщества поддержать интернационализацию 
процесса решения проблемы и укрепления доверия с активным участием всех 
соответствующих международных организаций и механизмов.  

                                                 
5 Статья 2(4) эксплицитно запрещает превращать леса или другие виды растительного 
покрова в объект нападения с применением зажигательного оружия; Протокол III о запрещении 
или ограничении применения зажигательного оружия, прилагаемый к Конвенции по конкретным 
видам обычного оружия, которые могут считаться наносящими чрезмерные повреждения или 
имеющими неизбирательное действие, 10 октября 1980 года. 



  CD/1850 
  page 5 
 
 

 

Annex 

[ENGLISH ONLY] 

Timeline of Russian Aggression in Georgia 
 

DOCUMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GEORGIA 
25 AUGUST 2008 

TBILISI 

The Government of Georgia invites the international community and journalists to  
verify the information laid out in the timeline below. 

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

In seeking to justify its invasion of Georgia, Russia has claimed that its forces entered Georgian 
territory only after a purported “surprise Georgian assault” on Tskhinvali; however, Moscow 
continues to refuse to make public the time at which Russia launched its invasion into Georgia.  

As the following timeline makes clear, Georgian Government forces advanced into the 
Tskhinvali region only after days of intensive shelling that caused civilian deaths in villages 
under Georgian control —and after confirmation that a massive Russian land force had begun 
invading Georgia through the Roki Tunnel.   

This was the culmination of months of meticulous planning by Russia; 40,000 Russian troops 
were soon occupying Georgia, as part of a simultaneous land, air and sea assault, unfolding a 
premeditated strategy that had little to do with Russia’s stated claim of protecting its recently 
created “citizens” in the Tskhinvali region.  

This document is organized into the following three sections: 

 
I.  RUSSIAN ESCALATION 2004-AUGUST 2008: Russian Policy Toward Georgia in 

the Months Before the Invasion 
II. KEY POINTS: The Days Before, During & After Russia’s Invasion of Georgia 
III. DETAILED CHRONOLOGY: HE DAYS BEFORE, During & After Russia’s 

Invasion of Georgia 
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I. RUSSIAN ESCALATION 2004-JULY 2008: Key Developments in the Russian 

Military &  Political Escalation Before the Invasion of Georgia 

• Georgian peace proposals repeatedly rejected by Russia (2004 onwards): Beginning in 
2004, the Georgian Government has repeatedly proposed to launch a genuine peace process 
for South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Years of stalemate had left all ethnic populations in both 
conflict zones impoverished and without any effective protection of basic rights; Georgians 
in particular were targeted and persecuted on ethnic grounds. The Russian Federation and 
separatist leaders have rejected Georgia’s peace initiatives each and every time they have 
been proposed—even when the international community backed the initiatives. As a result, 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia have become hubs for acute criminal activity, including 
kidnapping, extortion, counterfeiting, smuggling of arms and drugs. At least one case of 
nuclear smuggling has been confirmed (Annex 1). 

• Russia gains stranglehold over separatist governments (2005 onwards): In recent years, 
Moscow has been exerting an increasingly strong hold over the separatist governments; since 
2005, Russian military and civilian officials seconded from Moscow effectively have been 
governing South Ossetia (Annex 2).  

• Russia builds illegal base near Tskhinvali (2006): In spring 2006, Russian forces illegally 
build of a forward military base in the strategically located town of Java (north of 
Tskhinvali). The base has capacity for 2,500 soldiers, and includes substantial fuel-storage 
capabilities for tanks and other armored vehicles. 

• CIS arms/economic embargo lifted illegally by Moscow (March 2008): In March, the 
Russian Federation unilaterally—and illegally—withdraws from a CIS economic and arms 
embargo imposed in 1994 on the secessionist region of Abkhazia, Georgia.  

• International community condemns Russia’s legal recognition of S. Ossetia & Abkhazia 
(April 2008): On April 16, Moscow sharply escalates tensions by decreeing the 
establishment of legal links between Russia and the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia; this is a form of de facto annexation of Georgian territory and draws sharp rebukes 
from the entire international community—including the EU, the US, the OSCE, and others, 
who call for the immediate reversal of this Russian decision. 

• United Nations confirms Russia downs Georgian aircraft over Georgian airspace (April 
2006): On April 20, a Russian fighter jet downs an unarmed Georgian drone (MIA) over 
Georgian airspace (near Ganmukhuri), an act of aggression confirmed by formal UNOMIG 
and OSCE investigative reports.  (Annex 3) 

• Russia increases troop strength & introduces paratroopers into Abkhazia (May/June 
2008): In the following weeks, Russia continues to unilaterally increase its troop strength in 
Abkhazia, without fulfilling its legal obligation to seek the consent of Georgia; among other 
moves, it deploys paratrooper units, which are incompatible with the existing format for 
peacekeeping.  
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• Russia moves illegal heavy weaponry & offensive forces into Abkhazia (May/June 2008): 

In direct contravention of all peacekeeping norms and agreements, Russia introduces 
additional offensive military troops and heavy weaponry in Abkhazia, verified by UNOMIG.  

• Russian railroad troops sent to Abkhazia to prepare rails for invasion (May 26, 2008): 
On May 26, Russia sends more than 400 hundreds of Ministry of Defense “railroad troops” 
into Abkhazia to reinforce the rail infrastructure needed for military action; these troops do 
not belong to any peacekeeping unit. 

• As peace plan advances, Russian provocations move to S. Ossetia (July 2008): In July, as 
the efforts by Georgia and the international community to advance peace proposals for 
Abkhazia are gathering pace, the focus of Russian provocations suddenly shifts to South 
Ossetia. 

• Separatists attempt to assassinate S. Ossetian unionist leader (July 3, 2008): On July 3, 
South Ossetian separatists attempt to assassinate Dimitry Sanakoyev, the Head of the 
Temporary Administration of South Ossetia; three policemen are injured.  

• Russia defiantly acknowledges violating Georgian airspace (July 10, 2008): On July 9, 
Four Russian military aircraft violate Georgian airspace on the eve of US Secretary of State 
Rice’s visit to Georgia. Although Russia continually violates Georgian airspace, this is the 
first time Moscow acknowledges it has done so deliberately.  

• Russia undertakes large-scale military exercises near S. Ossetia: & Abkhazia (July 
2008): Russia launches large-scale military exercises (July 15-August 2) in the immediate 
vicinity of Georgia’s northern border; they are named “Caucasus 2008.” The Russian 
Defense Ministry claims that the exercises, involving over 8,000 troops and 700 pieces of 
military hardware, are aimed at preparing for “special peace enforcement operations” in the 
Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. During the exercise, anti-Georgian leaflets 
are distributed entitled “Know Your Enemy”.  

• Russian troops fail to redeploy (August 2 2008): Russian troops participating in the 
exercise do not re-deploy from the region when the exercises are finished. 

• Separatists reject German-mediated peace plan (July 18, 2008): On July 18, Abkhaz 
separatists reject a German-mediated peace plan and refuse to attend peace talks scheduled in 
Berlin. 

• EU organizes peace talks, separatists fail to appear (July 22-24, 2008): On July 22-24, the 
EU tries to hold talks in Brussels between representatives of the Government of Georgia and 
the South Ossetian separatists, with the participation of the Russian Federation. The 
separatists refuse to participate, initially objecting to the title of Minister Yakobashvili—
“Minister for Reintegration.” In response, the Georgian Government  appoints Mr. 
Yakobashvili as a Special Envoy for Conflict Resolution. The separatists once again refuse to 
attend the talks on unspecified grounds. 

• OSCE proposes peace talks, separatists reject proposal (late July 2008): OSCE Chairman 
in Office, Finnish Foreign Minister Alexander Stubb, proposes talks in Helsinki in early 
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August between South Ossetian separatists and the Georgian Government. The separatists 
reject the proposal. 

II. KEY POINTS: The Days Before, During & After Russia’s Invasion of Georgia  

• July 3: One month before Russia’s invasion into Georgia, separatists try to assassinate 
Dimitri Sanakoyev, Head of the Temporary Administration of South Ossetia. A remote 
control road bomb exploded while Mr Sanakoyev’s cortege was passing by. Five policemen 
accompanying Mr. Sanakoyev were wounded. Mr. Sanakoyev—a former separatist fighter 
and defense minister in the separatist government - laid down his arms in 2006 to promote 
the peaceful re-integration of the region with the rest of the country under a broad autonomy 
arrangement. Mr. Sanakoyev was elected in democratic elections and administered up to 
50% of the territory of the region. 

• July 29: For the first time since last major hostilities, separatist militia begin intensively 
shelling ethnically mixed villages under Georgian control, including those of them where the 
Georgian peacekeepers held their check-points, with large-caliber artillery (greater than 82 
mm) which is prohibited by existing agreements. This fact is formally acknowledged by the 
Head of “Peacekeeping Forces,” Russian General Marat Kulakhmetov on August 4 (he 
makes specific reference to the shelling on villages under Government  control on August 1 
and 2 with high caliber artillery). Shelling of this magnitude continues on a regular basis 
through August 7, in advance of the Russian land invasion into Georgia. 

• 1 August: A pickup truck carrying six police officers of MIA of Georgia is hit by two 
remote-control explosive devices (IED) on the Eredvi-Kheiti bypass road, close to the 
Government controlled enclave north of the city of Tskhinvali. Five policemen are severely 
wounded. 

• 3 August: Russian media outlets report the large-scale mobilization of volunteers across the 
Russian North Caucasus, including pledges by Cossacks to deploy mercenary troops into 
Georgia.  

• 4 August: The separatists announce the evacuation of the civilian population from 
Tskhinvali and from the separatist controlled villages of the region. 

• 5 & 7 August: At the request of President Saakashvili, Special Envoy Temur Yakobashvili 
twice attempts to negotiate with separatists, but his requests are rebuffed. 

• 7 August: The Special Envoy of Russia’s Foreign Ministry, Yuri Popov, fails to mediate 
preliminary agreed talks on a ceasefire, citing refusal by the separatists, while shelling of 
Villages under Government control continues. 

• General Kulakhmetov, during the meeting in Tskhinvali with Special Envoy Yakobashvili, 
declares that he cannot contact the separatist leaders, and that Russian “peacekeepers” cannot 
stop the separatist attacks; General Kulakhmetov admits that the separatists were shooting 
from the vicinity of Russian “peacekeeping” posts. 

• In spite of casualties among Georgian peacekeepers and civilians killed by separatist fire, 
President Saakashvili orders an immediate ceasefire and calls for negotiations. He reaffirms 
the Government’s proposal to grant broad “European standard” autonomy to the region, and 
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offers Russia to serve as a guarantor. President Saakashvili also announces an unconditional 
amnesty for separatists who agree to cease hostilities. 

• Despite the ceasefire declared by President Saakashvili, the separatists intensify their 
shelling of villages under Georgian control and Georgian peacekeeper posts. 

• Approximately 150 armored vehicles and military trucks of the Russian regular army stream 
into the Roki Tunnel and head towards Tskhinvali. In response to the entry of Russian armed 
forces into Georgian territory, the Georgian military enters the conflict zone in the region. 

• Russia claims that its forces entered Georgian territory only after a purported “surprise 
Georgian assault” on Tskhinvali; however Russia continues to refuse to make public the time 
at which it launched its invasion into Georgia.  

• 8 August: The Ministry of Defense of Russia and various senior officials claim that 
Georgian forces “have killed 2,000 civilians” in Tskhinvali. 

• 11 August: Human Rights Watch representative say that Russia purposely exaggerated 
casualty figures in Tskhinvali, leading to revenge killings against the ethnic Georgian 
population (Annex 4). 

• 21 August: The Russian Prosecutor General’s Office reports significantly lower civilian 
casualty figures in the South Ossetia region at 133. There is a strong likelihood that the 
majority of these casualties were separatist militiamen, as local officials frequently refer to 
non-Russian servicemen as civilians (Annexes 5 and 6).  

• 9–24 August:  Following the retreat of Georgian armed forces towards Tbilisi, the Russian 
armed forces and paramilitary groups conduct widespread atrocities, including the burning, 
looting, kidnapping, raping, and summary executions of Georgian civilians inside and 
outside the zone of conflict.  Within the zone of conflict, entire villages of Eredvi, Avnevi, 
Nuli, Kurta, Achabeti, Tamarasheni, Kekhvi, Disevi,  etc., are deliberately burned and 
destroyed, resulting in the ethnic cleansing of Georgians.  Many of these events are 
confirmed in reports issued by international human rights organizations. (Annex 7). 

III. DETAILED CHRONOLOGY: The Days Before, During & After Russia’s Invasion of 
Georgia 

28 July: Separatist units open fire at joint peacekeeping forces and an OSCE observer group 
moving towards the village of Chorbauli (Znauri district), thus disrupting monitoring activity.  

29 July: Separatists open fire at villages under Government control to the north of Tskhinvali. 
They fire at a group of OSCE observers, working with the joint peacekeeping forces, who are on 
their way to the village of Andzisi. (Annex8) 120 mm mortars and grenade launchers target a 
Georgian peacekeeping checkpoint near the village of Sarabuki.  

30 July: A Georgian police car, traveling between the villages of Kekhvi and Sveri, is fired upon 
from positions in the separatist-controlled village of Andzisi. 
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31 July: The joint monitoring group of the JPKF and the OSCE mission observe large-scale 
fortification works undertaken by the separatists on two checkpoints between Tskhinvali and the 
village of Ergneti.  

1 August: A pickup truck carrying six Georgian police officers is hit by two remote-control 
explosive devices (IED) close to a Georgian enclave north of the city of Tskhinvali. Five 
policemen are severely wounded. Later that day,separatists open fire with machine guns and 
grenade launchers on the villages under Government  control  Kvemo Nikozi, Zemo Nikozi, 
Avnevi, Ergneti, and Eredvi. Attacks also are directed at Georgian police and peacekeepers 
checkpoints. In the village of Nuli, one person is wounded and several houses damaged. 
Georgian peacekeepers checkpoint in Sarabuki comes under attack. In the village of Ergneti, one 
person is wounded and two houses are damaged. Separatists reported, that six separatist militia 
are killed and 12 wounded after Georgian police open fire in response.  

2 August: Six civilians and one servicemen of MIA of Georgia are injured after separatists shell 
villages under Georgian control in the conflict zone overnight. The villages of Zemo Nikozi, 
Kvemo Nikozi, Nuli, Avnevi, Eredvi, and Ergneti come under intense large-caliber mortar fire 
the separatists. Georgian law enforcers initially shoot back in self-defense, but are soon ordered 
to cease fire in order not to escalate the situation.  

3 August: The separatist government starts an evacuation of the civilian population from the 
city of Tskhinvali and villages under separatist control of the region. The evacuation continues 
for the next two days. 

Russian media outlets start a massive propaganda campaign against Georgia, advocating for 
volunteers and militias to support separatists in South Ossetia. Representatives of major Russian 
television networks (i.e. NTV, RTR, ORT, Ren TV, TVC, etc.) are on-site in Tskhinvali. 

South Ossetia media sources report the mobilization of volunteers from across the North 
Caucasus of Russia. 

4 August: General Marat Kulakhmetov, Head of the “Peacekeeping Forces,” formally 
acknowledges the shelling of Georgian positions with illegal (large-caliber) artillery. (Annex 9). 
On the evening of August 4, the medical and communication units of Russia’s 58th Army enter 
South Ossetia, according to human intelligence received by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Georgia. 

Eleven artillery gunships (2S1-“Gvozdika”) in the possession of separatists are relocated from 
Java to the villages of Andzisi, Dzari, and Tsru, close to Tskhinvali, according to intelligence 
provided to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia. 

5 August: 3 tanks and 2 military trucks with armed soldiers are reported moving towards the 
village of Avnevi. According to telephone intercepts, separatist internal affairs minister M. 
Mindzaev (formerly head of the General Staff of the Ministry of Interior of North Ossetia, 



  CD/1850 
  page 11 
 
 
Russia and former head of the Alfa Special Forces Group during Russia’s operation in Beslan) 
orders a massive attack on—and the elimination of—the village Dvani (SigInt)*. 

*Here and below signal interseptions are cited. They are available upon request. 

Special Envoy Temur Yakobashvili visits the conflict zone Tskhinvali, meets Russian General 
Marat Kulakhmetov, to agree the next meeting for 7 August to defuse the situation.  

A journalist of Le Figaro, Laure Mandeville later quotes a Russian soldier in Gori who says that 
Russian troops began moving from Shali in the Chechnya region of Russia towards Georgia on 
August 5. 

6 August: Approximately 150 volunteers from the North Caucasus arrive in Tskhinvali as 
reported by local television; militants from other North Caucasian republics join separatist units.  

Russian and local employees working on the military base in Tskhinvali are temporarily 
dismissed. Shops and other offices are closed, as reported on local television. 

In the late afternoon at approximately 16:00, separatists open mortar fire from the villages of 
Pranevi, Ubiati, and Khetagurovo at ethnically mixed and Georgian-controlled villages of 
Eredvi, Prisi, Avnevi, Dvani, and Nuli. Khetagurovo was the main artillery base of the 
separatists. This attack continues until approximately 19:00.  

A lull is then observed for one hour, with attacks resuming at 20:00 and lasting until late into the 
night. Georgian government forces fire back in order to defend their positions and the civilian 
population. As a result of intensive cross-fire during the night, two servicemen of the Georgian 
battalion of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces are injured. The separatist regime also claims several 
persons are injured on their side. Despite these provocative, targeted attacks on peaceful civilians 
and on Georgian police and peacekeeping forces, the Government of Georgia decides not to 
respond with heavy fire, in order not to escalate the conflict.  

7 August: In a morning interview with Russian TV (NTV) and news agencies, South Ossetian 
separatist leader Eduard Kokoity declares that if the Georgian government does not withdraw its 
forces from the region, he will start “to wipe them out.” The Georgian military forces to which 
he refers are peacekeepers legally present in the South Ossetia conflict zone. 

Georgian Special Envoy Temur Yakobashvili visits the conflict zone on August 7 to meet with 
representatives of the separatists. He meets General Marat Kulakhmetov, in Tskhinvali; 
Kulakhmetov states that he cannot contact the separatist leader Kokoity, and that Russian 
peacekeepers cannot stop the separatist attacks. Kulakhmetov admits that the separatists are 
shooting from the vicinity of Russian peacekeeping posts. During this meeting, at approximately 
16:00, General Kulakhmetov suggests to Minister Yakobashvili that the Government of Georgia 
declare a unilateral ceasefire. 

The Special Envoy of Russia’s Foreign Ministry, Yuri Popov fails to arrive to Tskinvali, as 
previously agreed together with Minister Yakobashvili, citing a flat tire and a flat spare tire. 
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When he finally reaches Tskhinvali, Popov meets Kokoity, and afterwards concedes that he 
cannot convince the separatists to hold urgent talks with Minister Yakobashvili (Annex 10). 

Earlier, at approximately 00:15, separatists begin attacking the villages of Eredvi, Prisi, and 
Vanati, with artillery, including mortars and grenade launchers. Simultaneously, the separatists 
attack the Sarabuki Heights, where Georgian peacekeepers are stationed. Three Georgian 
peacekeepers are wounded during the Sarabuki attack. The fighting in this area continues until 
approximately 10:00. 

At approximately 11:00, separatists resume shelling the Georgian villages of Nuli, Avnevi, 
Vanati, from the village of Khetagurovo. Three Georgian servicemen are injured; a Georgian law 
enforcers return fire towards the village where the firing comes from, Khetagurovo, killing two 
separatists and wounding two others. At approximately 14:00, the Georgian peacekeeping 
checkpoint in Avnevi is shelled, including again from Khetagurovo, killing two Georgian 
peacekeepers and eight civilians. Phone conversation interception of separatist militia confirming 
the death of Georgian military servicemen and civilians is available (Sigint)*. 

After the killing of civilians and Georgian peacekeepers, at approximately 14:30, Georgian 
armed forces receive intelligence that Russian troops that had still not redeployed from July’s 
North Caucasian military exercises have been put on high alert and have received orders to 
prepare to march towards the Georgian border.  

At approximately 14:30, Georgian forces mobilize tanks, 122mm howitzers, and 203mm self-
propelled artillery in the direction of the administrative border of South Ossetia, in an effort to 
deter further separatist attacks, and to be in a position to defend the Russian-Georgian border in 
the event that Russia invades. 

At approximately 17:00, Minister Yakobashvili calls General Kulakhmetov to inform him of the 
Government of Georgia’s decision to implement a unilateral ceasefire. 

At approximately 17:10, Georgian peacekeepers unilaterally cease fire to defuse tensions. 

At 18:40, Minister Yakobashvili holds a press conference to discuss the results of his visit to 
Tskhinvali, and announces the decision of the Government of Georgia to call for and implement 
a unilateral ceasefire. 

At 19:10, in a televised address, President Saakashvili declares a unilateral ceasefire and calls for 
the separatists to respect it and resume talks.  

At approximately 20:30, a Government controlled village of Avnevi comes under separatist 
mortar fire from Khetagurovo.  

The chairman of the separatist Security Council, Anatoly Barankevich (a long-standing Russian 
military officer, who served for four years as First Deputy of the Military Commissioner in 
Chechnya), tells the local TV that armed groups of Cossacks are headed towards South Ossetia 
to “fight against Georgian forces”. 
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At 22:30, separatists fire at the Government -controlled village of Prisi and Tamarsheni, from 
Tskhinvali and the mountain of Tliakana, wounding civilians.  

At 23:30, separatists open heavy fire on all Georgian peacekeepers’ positions around Tskhinvali, 
including the villages of Tamarasheni and Kurta; the Kurta police station is destroyed.  

At 23:30, Georgian Government  receive multiple human intelligence reports that about 150 
armored vehicles and trucks with Russian soldiers are approaching the Roki Tunnel from Russia 
and moving towards Tskhinvali. Multiple signal intercepts of separatist security and military 
officials at around 3am and later confirm that columns are stretched from Roki to Java. (Sigint)*. 

At 23:50, for the first time, and in response to the entry of Russian armed forces into Georgian 
sovereign territory, Georgian armed forces enter military action—using armor, including tanks, 
122mm howitzers, and 203mm self-propelled artillery system Dana.  

At approximately 00:45 on August 8, Georgian forces fire artillery rounds at the invading 
Russian forces on roads being used by a Russian column already moving south of the Roki 
Tunnel.  

After Russia’s Full-Scale Invasion: 8 August to present 

Outside Tskhinvali 

On August 8, after advancing into the conflict zone of South Ossetia, Georgian armed forces 
seized control of a significant number of villages around Tskhinvali during a five-hour period 
(Tsinagara, Orchosani, Didmukha, Muguti, Gromi, Dmenisi, and Artsevi). During the fighting, 
Georgian armed forces encountered substantial Russian forces and separatist militias on the Zara 
bypass road leading to the northeastern part of Tskhinvali and the village of Khetagurovo, which 
had been substantially re-enforced with advanced artillery systems, armored vehicles, and self-
propelled artillery. In response, Georgian artillery shelled both positions. Georgian artillery and 
aviation conducted a targeted attacks on the Gupta bridge, where Russian armed columns where 
entering Tskhinvali. 

Outskirts of Tskhivali and Inside Tskhinvali 

Tskhinvali is a small regional town, located in a river valley, approximately 75 kilometers from 
Tbilisi. Immediately prior to the conflict, the population was approximately 7,000, based on local 
intelligence estimates and on-the-ground reports. Following the mass evacuation on August 3-5, 
the number of residents decreased substantially. 

Several Georgian positions were under attack from points on the outskirts of town, specifically 
from Verkhny Gorodok (the location of the Russian “peacekeepers” on the non-residential 
southwest portion of the city). This was the first position in the immediate vicinity of Tskhinvali 
that Georgian forces targeted using GRAD multiple-rocket launching systems, following 
repeated warnings to the Russian “peacekeeping” forces not to allow their positions to be used 
for attacks. Soon thereafter, Georgian artillery (again using GRADs) targeted stockpiles of 
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munitions and fuel depots located on the western part of the city—outside civilian areas—and 
military barracks in the northwest part of Tskhinvali—also outside civilian areas. 

At approximately 11:00, once Georgian forces had secured the heights around Tskhinvali, 
Ministry of Defense and Ministry of Interior forces entered the city of Tskhinvali. These forces 
came under fire from positions around the main government compound, located in the center of 
Tskhinvali. In response, Georgian forces employed precise artillery system Dana (not GRAD) 
against the ministries of defense, interior, intelligence (KGB), and the main government building 
of the separatists.  

Russian aviation bombed Georgian positions on a continuous basis inside and around Tskhinvali 
once Government forces began advancing on the town. Russian aviation continued bombing in 
and around Tskhinvali for the next two days (until late in the day on August 10).  

At approximately 14:00, Georgian forces took control of most of Tskhinvali. At 15:00, Georgian 
forces declared a 3-hour ceasefire to establish a humanitarian corridor. 

Georgian forces began a phased retreat from Tskhinvali during the evening of August 9. Forces 
re-positioned themselves south of the city. 

During the two days that Georgian forces were in control of separatist controlled villages (from 
August 8) there were no credible reports of looting or abuse of civilian populations, according to 
international human rights organizations. The ethnic Ossetian population in the conflict zone was 
not displaced, unlike the ethnic Georgian population under the Russian occupation. The only 
village that sustained severe damage was the village of Khetagurovo due to the location of 
substantial amounts of military equipment and forces around the village. After Government 
forces seized Khetagurovo, there was no cruel or degrading treatment of the civilian population, 
as documented by Human Rights Watch (Annex 11). 

Russian Attacks & Invasion Outside the Conflict Zone 

Ethnic Cleansing of Georgian Villages 

Beginning on August 8 at 09:45, Russian aviation bombed a series of civilian and military 
targets across Georgia, outside the zone of conflict in South Ossetia, damaging infrastructure and 
causing significant civilian casualties. (annex 12) These targets include but are not limited to: 

1. Gori and surrounding villages (including civilian infrastructure) 

2. Marneuli airfield, central Georgia 

3. Vaziani airfield, central Georgia 

4. Kopitnari airfield, western Georgia 

5. Oni (civilian areas), western Georgia 

6. Poti port, western Georgia 

7. Baku-Supsa oil pipeline, central Georgia 
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8. Anaklia, western Georgia 

9. Zugdidi, western Georgia 

10. Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge, Abkhazia region 

11. Tbilisi (aircraft factory and civilian radar facility in Tbilisi airport) 

12. Khelvachauri, Ajara region 

13. Shiraki, eastern Georgia 

14. Senaki airport and military base, western Georgia 

15. Kaspi, central Georgia 

16. Khashuri district villages, central Georgia 

17. Borjomi National Park, central Georgia. 

International human rights groups have documented seeming targeting of civilian objects by the 
Russian regular troops.  (Annex 11a). 

The Russian Federation’s nationwide bombing campaign included the use of SS-26 “Iskander” 
short-range tactical missiles used against the Baku-Supsa oil pipeline. Russian forces also used 
short-range tactical missiles SS-21 “Tochka-U”on the cities of Poti and Gori. In the villages 
around the town of Gori, Russian forces used “Hurricane” missiles. Cluster bombs were used 
extensively in Gori and nearby villages, including Ruisi and Shindisi. (Annexes 12 and 13). 

On August 10, the Russian navy landed in the port city of Ochamchire and launched an 
unprovoked attack in Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge using artillery and massive air bombing. 
Until this point, there had been no hostilities in Abkhazia, Georgia. This attack began only after 
Georgian armed forces, located at the Senaki military base, were re-deployed eastward 
(August 9). 

On August 12, Russian forces invaded the western Georgian town of Zugdidi and the strategic 
port of Poti. 

Over 100 Georgian civilians are still being kept as hostages in inhumane conditions in the prison 
of Tskhinvali (Annex 14). 

Following the retreat of Georgian armed forces towards Tbilisi, until today the Russian armed 
forces and paramilitary groups conduct widespread atrocities, including the burning, looting, 
kidnapping, raping, and summary executions of Georgian civilians inside and outside the zone of 
conflict.  Within the zone of conflict, entire villages of Eredvi, Avnevi, Nuli, Kurta, Achabeti, 
Tamarasheni, Kekhvi, and Disevi, are deliberately burned and destroyed, resulting in the ethnic 
cleansing of Georgians.  These atrocities have been committed after r all military clashes in the 
area were over. Many of these events are confirmed in reports issued by international human 
rights organizations (Annex 7).  

Currently the Russian troops continue to occupy significant parts of Georgia – Annex 15. 
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Russian Illegal Check-points in Georgia 

Locations of the Russian illegal check-points in the Eastern Georgia, including Shida Kartli, 
other adjacent areas of "South Ossetia" and "South Ossetia" itself according to the MIA sources 
asofAugust25 2008: 

1. Perevi (Sachkhere district) 
2. Ghodora (Sachkhere district) 
3. Muguti (Znauri district) 
4. Ali (Khashuri district) 
5. Ptsa (Kareli district) 
6. Variani (Gori district) 
7. Karaleti (Gori district) 
8. Shavshvebi (Gori district) 
9. Ergneti (Gori district) 
10. Tsiara (Java district) 

Note: There are approximately 60 Russian servicemen and 4 armoured vehicles stationed in 

each place. The vehicles often move from one place to another "patrolling" the nearby 

territories and villages. 

11. Ikoti in Akhalgori district (7 infantry combating vehicles, 1 armoured vehicle, 
6 Ural-type vehicles, 2 Gaz-66 vehicles, 1 military power shovel, 1 mobile 
medical unit, 2granade-launchers, trenches are dug, 100 Russian servicemen) 

12. Approximately 150 armoured vehicles are stationed on the territory between 
villages Meghvrekisi and Brotsleti in the Gori district. 

Locations of the Russian check-points in the Western Georgia according to the MIA sources as 
ofAugust25 2008: 

Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti Region 

1. Village Teklati (near city Senaki), on the territory of the former mechanical plant 
(5 armoured vehicles, 1 crane, 2 Ural-type vehicles, 1 vehicle with communication systems, 
1 UAZ-type vehicle, 1 Vilis-type car, 1 large army tent, trenches are dug, 40 Russian 
servicemen) 

2. Village Pirveli Maisi (Khobi district), near former Georgian police check-point 
(2 armoured vehicles, 2 Ural-type vehicles, 1 UAZ-type vehicle, 1 large army tent, trenches are 
dug, 40 Russian servicemen) 

3. Between villages Shua Khorga and Chaladidi (Khobi district), so called Poti Minor, near the 
turning to Kulevi oil terminal ( 4 armoured vehicles, 2 Ural-type vehicles, 1 large army tent, 
30 Russian servicemen) 
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4. Village Menji, Bakaraia neighborhood (Senaki district), on the territory of sanatorium 
"Menji", 10 meters from railroad (3 armoured vehicle, 4 Ural-type vehicle, 2 cranes, 1 
military power shovel, 1 large army tent, 40 Russian servicemen) 

5. Village Kantisubani, between Tsalenjikha-Chkhorotsku road section (3 armoured 
vehicles, 2 Ural-type vehicles, 1 large army tent, trenches are dug, 30 Russian servicemen) 

6. Crossroad at the entrances of villages Chale and Muzhava in the Tsalenjikha district 
(3 armoured vehicles, 1 Ural-type vehicle, 20 Russian servicemen) 

7. Town Chkhorotsku, on the territory of former airfield, near Senaki-Chkhorotsku highway 
(3 armoured vehicles, 2 Ural-type vehicles, 1 vehicle with electricity generator, 2 large army 
tents, 40 Russian servicemen) 

8. Nabada settlement, at the entrance of Poti (2 armoured vehicles, 1 Ural-type vehicle, 
1 UAZ-type vehicle, 1 military power shovel, 1 large army tent, 30 Russian servicemen) 

Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Valley 

9. Gentsvisi 
10. Omarishara 
11. Sakeni 
12. Chkhalta 
13. Kvapchara 

Note: Due to the extremely difficult situation in the region, obtaining accurate numbers on 

Russian and Abkhaz military deployment is difficult. All sources report substantial Russian and 

Abkhaz deployments in the region. 

In addition, deputy head of the Russian General Staff, colonel-general Anatoly Nogovitsin stated 
during the press-conference on August 22, 2008 that the Russian armed forces established new 
check-points in the following locations: 

14. Khudoni 
15. Jikmuri 
16. Ochamchire 
17. Gupagu 
18. Meore Gudava 
19. Anaklia 
20. Mount Kvira 

Note: The Russian side has not denied existance of the abovementioned check-points throughout 

Georgia. 
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