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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Statement from the President of the United States
Upon the Occasion of the Opening Plenary of the 1998 Session
of the Conference on Disarmament

As you resume your critical efforts to strengthen global security, I pledge the
full support of the United States Delegation in taking the next steps in the nuclear
disarmament process and banning anti-personnel landmines from the face of the
earth. No issues are more important today to this body’s work than a cutoff of
fissile material production for nuclear explosives and a worldwide ban on the export
of anti-personnel landmines. If the Conference can promptly conclude these
accords, complementing deep bilateral reductions in nuclear arms and the Ottawa
Convention, we will take important steps on the road to a world that is free of
nuclear weapons and safe for children to tread. Iam confident the Conference on
Disarmament can meet the challenge.
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