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WORKI NG PAPER WTH REGARD TO AN AD HOC COW TTEE
ON A FISSILE MATERI AL CQUT- OFF TREATY

Canada consi ders that

- The core mandate fromthe CD Special Coordinator's report of 1995 is the
only broadly acceptable basis for focused CD work.

- Devel opnent s since 1995 (e.g. NPT Extension; START Process; CIBT) have,
however, suggested the val ue of reconsidering the context in which that
core nmandate was put forward

- Canada' s assessnent is, accordingly, that the context or presentation of
the core mandate coul d be redefined.

- One possible way to do so would be for a CD Presidential Staterment to be
made in the process of a CD decision to establish an Ad Hoc Conmittee on a
FMCT with the core nandate

- If this is seen as useful, a suggested draft of such a Statenent is set
out bel ow; Canada consi der that substantive conponents are self-
expl anat ory.

DRAFT PRESI DENTI AL STATEMENT

On the basis of a consensus reached by all nenbers of this Conference
| have been requested to register the follow ng points. These points are
critical to the agreement of this Conference to initiate negotiations on a "non-
discrimnatory, multilateral and internationally and effectively verifiable
treaty banning the production of fissile material for nucl ear weapons or ot her
nucl ear expl osi ve devi ces"” on the basis of the core mandate contained in CD 1299
of 24 March 1995. In the interest of brevity I wish to refer to such an
agreenent by the acronym FMCT (Fissile Material Qut-Of Treaty).

These points are:

1. it is agreed that an FMCT, if it is to be fully effective, nmust contribute
to both nucl ear disarmanment and to nuclear non-proliferati on objectives;

2. as such, and w thout prejudging the positions of states prior to the
concl usion of the negotiations, it is recognized that the overal
ef fectiveness and cost-benefit of an FMCT will be naxi mzed by the
partici pati on and adherence of all nucl ear-capabl e states;
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3. it is agreed, however, that adherence to an FMCT is a prerogative of
soverei gn nati onal governnents and no steps will be taken in the
negoti ations to prejudge or require such adherence;

4. all menbers of the CD again acknow edge that it was recogni zed in COY 1299
that a variety of issues related to an FMCT have been rai sed by a nunber
of del egations and these issues can be raised for consideration by the Ad
Hoc Committee during the negotiations; should consensus be reached on one
or nmore of those issues, provisions may be incorporated into the FMCT to
deal appropriately with them this, of course, does not preclude any
del egation fromraising any additional relevant issue as the negotiations
progress; and,

5. it is recognized that many del egations consi der stockpiles of fissile
material resulting fromproduction prior to the entry into force of an
FMCT to be inportant to the future viability and effectiveness of an FMCT
Wiile dealing with this matter is not included within the specific scope
of the FMCT negotiations, states nenbers of the CD, and nost particularly
t he Nucl ear - Wapons States menbers, which possess fissile naterial usable
for nucl ear weapons or other nucl ear expl osive devices and which materia
is not subject to | AEA safeguards, shoul d pursue appropriate measures
desi gned to reduce such stockpiles and/or to place decl ared excess
materi al under | AEA safeguards. In particular transparency and ot her
measures shoul d be devel oped to ensure that such nuclear nateria
i ncl udi ng nucl ear material from nucl ear warheads destroyed under the START
Process will never again be used in nuclear weapons. CD Menber States, and
the internati onal community nore broadly, will be kept inforned of
devel opnents in this regard in the COs Ad Hoc Conmittee on Nucl ear
D sarmanent on the context of the FMCT negoti ati ons.

As noted, these points are seen as critical by states nmenbers of this
Conference to the agreement reached to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on an FMCT
with the mandate to negotiate a non-discrimnatory, multilateral and
internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production of
fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nucl ear expl osive devices. On this
basis, | propose that the Ad Hoc Conmttee be hereby established and that it
will report to the Conference on the progress of its work before the concl usion
of the 1998 session.

If there is no objection to this understanding, | wll conclude that the
Conference is in full agreenent.”



