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Statement by President Clinton for the Opening of the 1997 CD Session

In my message to the Conference on Disarmament three years ago, I urged the negotiation
of a comprehensive nuclear test ban at the earliest possible time. Your success in that
negotiation, and the subsequent adoption of the Treaty by the United Nations General
Assembly, will help create a safer world. The successful conclusion of the negotiation is
evidence of the Conference's potential to respond to the challenges it now faces.

Now the Conference on Disarmament should take the next steps on the road to a more
secure world:

-- prompt conclusion of a ban on producing fissile material for use in nuclear
explosives. Effectively cutting off the spigot for more nuclear weapons 1s a necessary step
toward, and would greatly contribute to, the ultimate goal of nuclear disarmament.

-- negotiation as soon as possible of a comprehensive, global ban on anti-personnel
landmines. These weapons of war have caused terrible suffering to innocent civilians and
represent an enormous obstacle to restoring a more hopeful life after a conflict has ended.
All the children of the world deserve to walk the earth in safety.

I call on the Conference to press forward with a renewed sense of purpose, to demonstrate
to the world its capability to take these key steps to advance the process of nuclear and
conventional disarmament.



