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Совещание 2014 года 
Женева, 1−5 декабря 2014 года  

Совещание экспертов 
Женева, 4–8 августа 2014 года  
Пункт 9 повестки дня 
Принятие фактологического доклада, освещающего работу Совещания  

  Доклад Совещания экспертов 

  Представлено Председателем 

 I. Введение 

1. Заключительный документ седьмой Конференции государств − участни-
ков Конвенции о запрещении разработки, производства и накопления запасов 
бактериологического (биологического) и токсинного оружия и об их уничтоже-
нии по рассмотрению действия Конвенции (BWC/CONF.VII/7) в разделе реше-
ний и рекомендаций содержал следующее решение: 

"5. Вновь подтверждая полезность предшествующих межсессионных 
программ в период 2003−2010 годов, Конференция постановляет сохра-
нить прежние структуры: ежегодные совещания государств-участников, 
которым предшествуют ежегодные совещания экспертов. 

6. Цель межсессионной программы состоит в обсуждении и поощре-
нии общего понимания и эффективных действий по тем вопросам, кото-
рые намечены для включения в межсессионную программу этой седьмой 
обзорной Конференцией.  

7. Признавая необходимость обеспечения сбалансированности стрем-
ления к усовершенствованию межсессионной программы в пределах тех 
ограничений − как в финансовых, так и в людских ресурсах, − с которы-
ми сталкиваются государства-участники, Конференция постановляет и 
далее ежегодно отводить на межсессионную программу по десять дней. 
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8. Конференция постановляет, что следующие темы должны быть по-
стоянными пунктами повестки дня, которые будут рассматриваться каж-
дый год и на Совещании экспертов, и на Совещании государств-
участников в 2012−2015 годах: 

a) сотрудничество и помощь, в особенности укрепление со-
трудничества и помощи по статье X; 

b) обзор достижений в области науки и технологии, имеющих 
отношение к Конвенции; 

c) укрепление национального осуществления. 

9. Конференция постановляет,  что в рамках межсессионной про-
граммы в указанные годы будут обсуждаться следующие другие пункты: 

a) пути обеспечения более полного участия в МД (2012 и 
2013 годы); 

b) пути укрепления осуществления статьи VII, включая рас-
смотрение детальных процедур и механизмов для предоставления помо-
щи и сотрудничества государствами-участниками (2014 и 2015 годы). 

10. Совещания экспертов и совещания государств-участников в пере-
смотренном формате будут проводиться в течение пяти дней каждое. 

11. Совещания первого года будут проходить под председательством 
представителя Группы неприсоединившихся и других государств, сове-
щания второго года − под председательством представителя Восточноев-
ропейской группы, совещания третьего года − под председательством 
представителя Западной группы, а совещания четвертого года − под 
председательством представителя Группы неприсоединившихся и других 
государств. Назначаемому сроком на один год Председателю будут ока-
зывать поддержку два назначаемых на один год заместителя Председате-
ля − по одному от каждой из двух других региональных групп. 

12. Каждое Совещание экспертов будет готовить для рассмотрения Со-
вещанием государств-участников фактологический доклад, освещающий 
его дискуссии. Этот доклад будет отражать работу по трем постоянным 
пунктам повестки дня, а также содержать отчет по другому пункту, наме-
ченному для обсуждения в этом году. 

13. Помимо докладов совещаний экспертов, совещания государств-
участников будут также рассматривать − на ежегодной основе − прогресс 
в деле универсализации Конвенции и ежегодные доклады Группы импле-
ментационной поддержки. В 2012 и 2013 годах Совещание государств-
участников также рассмотрит доклад Совещания экспертов по МД, а в 
2014 и 2015 годах Совещание государств-участников рассмотрит доклад 
Совещания экспертов по статье VII. 

14. Все совещания − как экспертов, так и государств-участников − бу-
дут достигать любых выводов или результатов консенсусом. 

15. Восьмая обзорная Конференция рассмотрит работу и итоги этих 
совещаний и примет решение о любых последующих действиях". 

2. Резолюцией 68/69, принятой без голосования 5 декабря 2013 года, Гене-
ральная Ассамблея среди прочего просила Генерального секретаря продолжать 
оказывать необходимую помощь правительствам – депозитариям Конвенции, 
предоставлять такие услуги, которые могут потребоваться в связи с осуществ-
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лением решений и рекомендаций конференций по рассмотрению действия Кон-
венции, и оказать необходимую помощь и предоставить такие услуги, которые 
могут потребоваться в связи с проведением совещаний экспертов и совещаний 
государств-участников в рамках межсессионного процесса в 2012–2015 годах. 

 II. Организация Совещания экспертов 

3. В соответствии с решениями седьмой обзорной Конференции и Совеща-
ния государств-участников 2013 года Совещание экспертов 2014 года было со-
звано во Дворце Наций в Женеве с 4 по 8 августа 2014 года под председательст-
вом посла Швейцарии Урса Шмида, который действовал при поддержке замес-
тителей Председателя – посла Малайзии Мазлана Мухаммада и Специального 
представителя Министра иностранных дел Венгрии по контролю над вооруже-
ниями, разоружению и нераспространению г-жи Юдит Кёрёми. 

4. На своем первом заседании 4 августа 2014 года Совещание экспертов 
приняло свою повестку дня (BWC/MSP/2014/MX/1) и программу работы 
(BWC/MSP/2014/MX/2), которые были предложены Председателем. Председа-
тель также привлекла внимание делегаций к четырем справочным документам, 
подготовленным Группой имплементационной поддержки (BWC/MSP/2014/ 
MX/INF.1 и Add.1, BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.2, BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.3 и 
Corr.1 и BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.4). 

5. На том же заседании по предложению Председателя Совещание экспер-
тов приняло в качестве своих правил процедуры с соответствующими измене-
ниями Правила процедуры седьмой обзорной Конференции, которые содержат-
ся в приложении III Заключительного документа обзорной Конференции 
(BWC/CONF.VII/7). 

6. Обязанности секретаря Совещания экспертов исполняла руководитель 
Сектора по региональному разоружению Управления по вопросам разоружения, 
Нью-Йорк, г-жа Габриэль Краатц-Вадсак. Обязанности заместителя секретаря 
исполняла сотрудник по политическим вопросам Группы имплементационной 
поддержки г-жа Нгок Фуонг Ван Дер Блей. В состав секретариата входила 
младший сотрудник по политическим вопросам Управления по вопросам разо-
ружения, Нью-Йорк, г-жа Катрин Прайзман. 

 III. Участие в Совещании экспертов 

7. В Совещании экспертов участвовали следующие 84 государства − участ-
ника Конвенции: Австралия, Австрия, Алжир, Аргентина, Бахрейн, Беларусь, 
Бельгия, Бенин, Болгария, Бразилия, Буркина-Фасо, Венгрия, Венесуэла (Боли-
варианская Республика), Габон, Гватемала, Германия, Греция, Грузия, Дания, 
Индия, Индонезия, Иордания, Ирак, Иран (Исламская Республика), Ирландия, 
Испания, Италия, Йемен, Канада, Катар, Кения, Кипр, Китай, Колумбия, Куба, 
Кувейт, Лаосская Народно-Демократическая Республика, Латвия, Ливия, Литва, 
Мадагаскар, Малайзия, Мальта, Марокко, Мексика, Монголия, Нигерия, Нидер-
ланды, Новая Зеландия, Норвегия, Объединенные Арабские Эмираты, Оман, 
Пакистан, Панама, Перу, Польша, Португалия, Республика Корея, Российская 
Федерация, Сальвадор, Саудовская Аравия, Святой Престол, Сербия, Сингапур, 
Словакия, Соединенное Королевство Великобритании и Северной Ирландии, 
Соединенные Штаты Америки, Таиланд, Турция, Украина, Уругвай, Филиппи-
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ны, Финляндия, Франция, Чешская Республика, Чили, Швейцария, Швеция, 
Шри-Ланка, Эквадор, Эстония, Эфиопия, Южная Африка и Япония. 

8. Кроме того, как предусмотрено в пункте 1 правила 44 Правил процедуры, 
в Совещании экспертов без участия в принятии решений участвовали четыре 
государства, которые подписали Конвенцию, но пока не ратифицировали ее: 
Гаити, Мьянма, Непал и Объединенная Республика Танзания. 

9. В соответствии с пунктом 2 правила 44 в Совещании экспертов участво-
вали в качестве наблюдателей два государства − Израиль и Мавритания, − кото-
рые не являются ни участниками, ни подписавшими сторонами Конвенции. 

10. В соответствии с пунктом 3 правила 44 на Совещании экспертов присут-
ствовала Организация Объединенных Наций, включая Группу экспертов Коми-
тета по резолюции 1540 Совета Безопасности Организации Объединенных На-
ций, Институт Организации Объединенных Наций по исследованию проблем 
разоружения (ЮНИДИР), Межрегиональный научно-исследовательский инсти-
тут Организации Объединенных Наций по вопросам преступности и правосу-
дия (ЮНИКРИ), Управление Организации Объединенных Наций по вопросам 
разоружения (УВР) и Управление Организации Объединенных Наций по коор-
динации гуманитарных вопросов (УКГВ). 

11. В соответствии с пунктом 4 правила 44 статус наблюдателя для участия в 
Совещании экспертов был предоставлен Всемирной организации здравоохра-
нения (ВОЗ), Всемирной организации по охране здоровья животных (МЭБ), 
Европейскому союзу, Международной организации уголовной полиции (ИН-
ТЕРПОЛ), Международному комитету Красного Креста (МККК), Организации 
по запрещению химического оружия (ОЗХО) и Продовольственной и сельскохо-
зяйственной организации Объединенных Наций (ФАО). 

12. Кроме того, по приглашению Председателя, в знак признания особого ха-
рактера тем, находящихся на рассмотрении на этом Совещании, и без создания 
прецедента в неофициальных обменах на открытых заседаниях в качестве гос-
тей Совещания экспертов участвовали четыре научных, профессиональных, 
коммерческих и академических организации и эксперты: Биотехнологическая 
отраслевая организация (БИО), Глобальная сеть академий наук (МАГ), Сеть из-
готовителей вакцин в развивающихся странах (СИВРС) и Центр международ-
ных исследований МТИ. 

13. В соответствии с пунктом 5 правила 44 на Совещании экспертов присут-
ствовали 17 неправительственных организаций и исследовательских институ-
тов. 

14. Список всех участников Совещания экспертов содержится в документе 
BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.6. 

 IV. Работа Совещания экспертов 

15. В соответствии с программой работы (BWC/MSP/2014/MX/2) Совещание 
экспертов заслушало вступительные заявления от следующих 15 государств-
участников: Исламской Республики Иран от имени Группы Движения непри-
соединения и других государств, Пакистана, Индонезии, Бразилии, Колумбии, 
Индии, Кении, Кубы, Китая, Российской Федерации, Малайзии, Алжира, Фран-
ции, Соединенных Штатов Америки и Мексики. 
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16. С 4 по 8 августа Совещание экспертов провело по два заседания, посвя-
щенных каждому из постоянных пунктов повестки дня: сотрудничеству и по-
мощи, в особенности укреплению сотрудничества и помощи по статье X; обзо-
ру достижений в области науки и технологии, имеющих отношение к Конвен-
ции; и укреплению национального осуществления (пункты 5−7 повестки дня), 
и два заседания, посвященных двухгодичному пункту повестки дня, касающе-
муся путей укрепления осуществления статьи VII, включая рассмотрение де-
тальных процедур и механизмов для предоставления помощи и сотрудничества 
государствами-участниками (пункт 8 повестки дня). В ходе этих заседаний бы-
ли заслушаны 100 презентаций или заявлений со стороны государств-
участников, 12 − со стороны международных организаций и 4 − со стороны гос-
тей Совещания.  

17. Председатель под свою собственную ответственность и по своей инициа-
тиве подготовил документ с перечнем соображений, уроков, перспектив, реко-
мендаций, выводов и предложений, почерпнутых из презентаций, заявлений, 
рабочих документов и выступлений по пунктам повестки дня, обсуждавшимся 
на Совещании. Совещание экспертов отметило, что этот документ не был со-
гласован и не имеет статуса. По мнению Председателя, документ мог бы по-
мочь делегациям в их приготовлениях к Совещанию государств-участников в 
декабре 2014 года и при рассмотрении им вопроса о том, как лучше всего осу-
ществлять "обсуждение, а также поощрение общего понимания и эффективных 
действий по" темам в соответствии с решением седьмой обзорной Конферен-
ции. Документ, подготовленный Председателем, приобщается в качестве при-
ложения I к настоящему докладу. 

18. В ходе своей работы Совещание экспертов имело возможность опираться 
на ряд рабочих документов, представленных государствами-участниками и ме-
ждународными организациями, а также на заявления и презентации со стороны 
государств-участников, международных организаций и гостей Совещания, ко-
торые были распространены на Совещании. 

 V. Документация 

19. Перечень официальных документов Совещания экспертов, включая рабо-
чие документы, представленные государствами-участниками, содержится в 
приложении II к настоящему докладу. Все документы, указанные в этом переч-
не, имеются в наличии на веб-сайте Группы имплементационной поддержки по 
адресу http://www.unog.ch/bwc и в Системе официальной документации Орга-
низации Объединенных Наций (СОД) по адресу http://documents.un.org. 

 VI. Завершение Совещания экспертов 

20. На своем заключительном заседании 8 августа 2014 года Совещание экс-
пертов отметило, что Председатель подготовит предварительную повестку дня 
и программу работы для одобрения и принятия на Совещании государств-
участников, которое будет проходить с 1 по 5 декабря 2014 года. 

21. На том же заседании Совещание экспертов приняло консенсусом свой 
доклад, содержащийся в документах BWC/MSP/2014/MX/CRP.1–BWC/MSP/ 
2014/MX/CRP.3, с устными поправками, который должен быть выпущен в каче-
стве документа BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3. 
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Annex I 

[English only] 

  Considerations, lessons, perspectives, recommendations, 
conclusions and proposals drawn from the presentations, 
statements, working papers and interventions on the topics 
under discussion at the Meeting 

Note: the source is given using the following codes: P = presentation (with date); 
S = statement (with date); WP = working paper (with number). See also the list of 
abbreviations at the end of this annex. 

  Agenda item 5: Standing agenda item: cooperation and 
assistance, with a particular focus on strengthening 
cooperation and assistance under Article X. 

 1. Challenges and obstacles to developing international cooperation, 
assistance and exchange in the biological sciences and technology, 
including equipment and material, for peaceful purposes to their full 
potential, and possible means of overcoming these 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Iran (NAM) …we continue to believe that there is need for an effective 
mechanism to ensure the full, effective and non-
discriminatory implementation of Article X. In this regard, the 
Group has submitted a Working Paper on measures for full, 
effective and non-discriminatory Implementation of Article X 
last year that need to be considered further in the Meeting of 
Experts. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) The need to prevent harmful activities should never hamper 
scientific evolution for peaceful purposes and life-saving 
achievements like vaccine development. Developing coun-
tries, in particular, could benefit from advances in technolo-
gies that make vaccine production simpler, faster, cheaper and 
more efficient 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Imposing and/or maintaining unjustified restrictions contrary 
to the obligations under the Convention on the development 
of dual-use technology, materials and equipment needed to 
promote capacity building in the fields of sanitary control, 
detection, diagnosis and control of infectious diseases, includ-
ing the production of some vaccines and other biological ma-
terials, should be considered a violation of Article X. 

S 4/8 
AM 
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Delegation Text Source 
   

Pakistan …the potential dual-use nature of emerging technologies in 
itself should not be used as a pretext for proscribing or re-
stricting their availability to developing countries for peaceful 
purposes.  

S 4/8 
AM 

Pakistan We note with concern that there continue to exist undue re-
strictions and challenges for the full and effective implemen-
tation of Article X. Pakistan firmly believes that the dual-use 
nature of emerging technologies in itself should not be used as 
a pretext for proscribing or restricting their availability to de-
veloping countries for peaceful purposes, which are duly per-
mitted under the Convention.  

S 5/8 
AM 

Brazil …the issue of compulsory licensing is not under the mandate 
of the BWC. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Brazil ...the balance between security concerns and access to techno-
logical advancement is an issue to be carefully considered. 
Countries possessing more advanced technology in biosci-
ences should not hinder the access by developing countries to 
these technologies. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Brazil …placing restrictions on the development of dual-use tech-
nology, materials and equipment needed to promote capacity 
building in the fields of sanitary control, detection, diagnosis 
and control of infectious diseases, including the production of 
some vaccines and other biological materials, should be con-
sidered a violation of Article X. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Brazil Brazil also has strong reservations with regard to the estab-
lishment of informal arrangements aimed at controlling ex-
ports of biological agents of dual-use. We fear that, given the 
dual-use nature of most items submitted to controls, these ar-
rangements may hinder the fullest possible exchange of 
equipment and scientific and technological information for 
peaceful purposes, in violation of Article X. Tighter controls 
over sensitive goods and technologies must be complemented 
by provisions on cooperation, so that the pursuit of security 
goals will not hamper legitimate rights to technical and scien-
tific development. 

S 4/8 
AM 

India …there should be no hindrance to peaceful activities, such as 
vaccine development, which are important for developing 
countries for meeting their public health needs. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Cuba Developed countries should promote international cooperation 
for the benefit of developing countries and eliminate restric-
tions on the free exchange of equipment, materials and scien-
tific and technological information for the use of biological 
agents and toxins for peaceful purposes. Avoiding obstacles 
that hinder economic and technological development is an 
obligation of States Parties. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) While taking note of the report of the ISU on the low rate of 
submissions from States Parties to the database, NAM reiter-
ates that the database was established to facilitate requests for 
and offers of exchange of assistance and cooperation among 
States Parties. In this regard while NAM encourages all States 

S 5/8 
AM 
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Parties to use this system, underlines that such system shall 
not justify in any way delaying full and effective implementa-
tion of Article X by States Parties. 

Iran (NAM) … one of the main challenges for the full, effective and non-
discriminatory implementation of Article X is the existence of 
unjustified restrictions and or limitations, including the politi-
cally motivated ones, imposed against States Parties in con-
travention of the provisions and inconsistent with the spirit of 
the Convention.  There is an urgent need for the removal of 
any such restrictions. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) States Parties should work together to develop procedures to 
promote the full, effective, and non-discriminatory implemen-
tation of Article X and develop procedures for the settlement 
of disputes arising from concerns about the implementation of 
Article X. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Ecuador The implementation of Article X should not be subject to pre-
conditions or informal arrangements of export control of dual-
use biological agents, because that could hinder the most 
complete exchange of equipment, materials, and scientific and 
technological information for peaceful purposes, which are an 
entitlement of all countries and that is the raison d'être of Ar-
ticle X. The legitimate security objectives and the need for 
more stringent controls on substances and sensitive technol-
ogy must be complemented through higher provisions and 
enhanced cooperation, so that the legitimate right of countries 
to scientific and technological development is not impeded. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Cuba Our country does not favour the establishment of export con-
trols and unilateral, discriminatory and selective transfer con-
trols outside the framework the Convention. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

If the intersessional process is to improve international coop-
eration, it is vitally important to have information about how 
States Parties are implementing their obligations and about 
the specific challenges and issues they have observed.  

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Article X is non-discriminatory: there are no groups of States 
Parties with special responsibility, and none that are excused 
from their responsibilities. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Exchange could be improved. And there are steps that can and 
should be taken by developed and developing Parties alike. 
Some of the principal challenges and obstacles include: 

S 5/8 
AM 

 1. Lack of specific information about needs and capacity 
gaps: it is difficult to collaborate to address needs and gaps 
without knowing what they are. 

2. A range of barriers to trade and investment, including ex-
cessive import duties on pharmaceuticals – identified by the 
World Health Organization as a concern – lack of enforcement 
of intellectual property rights, which discourages investment, 
and arbitrary, non-science based barriers to biotechnology-
based trade and investment. 
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United 
States 

The export control measures required to implement Article III 
of the Convention, however, do not constitute a meaningful 
impediment to exchange for peaceful purposes.   

S 5/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

The activities of States Parties to the Convention in transfer-
ring knowledge, information, technology, materials, and 
equipment designed for combating infectious diseases should 
be open and transparent, independent of the sources of the 
financing of the activities. The Russian Federation is in favour 
of the need to provide full information on such work, includ-
ing on the goals, purposes, design and results of the work of 
donor countries in providing assistance to enhance the capac-
ity of laboratory services of other countries. We believe it is 
necessary to avoid ambiguity of assistance when as technical 
assistance, a country sends resources which are designed for 
goals other than those announced. Assistance must be open 
and honest. 

S 5/8 
AM 

BIO Harmonization of regulatory standards – emergency use au-
thorization mechanisms do not exist in most countries, limit-
ing access to available countermeasures. 

S 5/8 
PM 

India …difficulties continue to exist in accessing advanced tech-
nologies for application in peaceful uses, for example, in ob-
taining equipment for high containment laboratories, training 
opportunities in high containment laboratories, obtaining 
clinical samples from developed countries and complex visa 
procedures for scientists which hinders timely and regular 
collaboration in areas of common interest to the scientific 
community. 

S 5/8 
PM 

India Further, developing countries are compelled to obtain vac-
cines developed by using samples obtained from them at high 
prices from the developed countries. There are instances 
where we find that there are not adequate or equitable benefits 
from international cooperation even in cases where samples 
are taken from developing countries. There is need for more 
mutuality of benefit from international cooperation keeping in 
mind the need for ensuring appropriate and affordable support 
for the needs of developing countries. 

S 5/8 
PM 

India We are not convinced of the need to bring issues on which 
other organisations, such WHO, WIPO or WTO have the rele-
vant mandate into BWC. The developing countries need to 
meet their needs for cost-effective, affordable and quality as-
sured medicines and vaccines including through provisions 
such as compulsory licensing or price controls. Bringing is-
sues of patents into the BWC gives the impression that addi-
tional obstacles or sought to be created regarding international 
cooperation and assistance in peaceful uses of biological sci-
ence. 

S 5/8 
PM 
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Iran (NAM) States Parties should undertake all efforts to prevent actions 
and decisions within the BWC that would raise obstacles to 
the development of biological sciences in developing coun-
tries. The need to prevent harmful activities should never 
hamper scientific evolution for peaceful purposes and life-
saving achievements like vaccine development. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of) 

States Parties should undertake all efforts to prevent actions 
and decisions within the BWC that would raise obstacles to 
the development of biological sciences in developing coun-
tries. The need to prevent harmful activities should never 
hamper scientific evolution for peaceful purposes and life-
saving achievements like vaccine development. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of) 

Any attempt to establish preconditions to the implementation 
of Article X and/or link its implementation to strengthening 
Article III is unacceptable. Full and effective implementation 
of Article X will strengthen the whole convention. All States 
Parties, in particular developed countries, should develop nec-
essary laws and regulations for full and effective implementa-
tion of Article X in which, all restrictions and limitations on 
cooperation and assistance are removed, and international 
cooperation, assistance and exchange under this Article are 
facilitated.  

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of) 

The established Database to facilitate requests for and offers 
of exchange of assistance and cooperation is not a substitute 
for the commitments and obligations of States Parties under 
Article X and in no way shall justify delaying the full and 
effective implementation of Article X by States Parties. To 
this end, we need a comprehensive mechanism for full, effec-
tive and non-discriminatory implementation of Article X as 
proposed by NAM. 

S 6/8 
AM 

 2. A range of specific measures for the full and comprehensive 
implementation of Article X taking into account all of its provisions, 
including facilitation of cooperation and assistance, including in terms 
of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for 
peaceful purposes, and identification of critical gaps and needs in these 
areas 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Iran (NAM) The enhancement of international cooperation for the use of 
biological agents for peaceful purposes is an essential part of 
compliance with the Convention and is crucial for the realiza-
tion of the purpose and objective of the Convention. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Brazil …international cooperation serves as an incentive for more 
States to adhere to the BWC and to guarantee biological sub-
stances will be used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

S 4/8 
AM 
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Brazil Brazil does not accept any attempt to establish preconditions 
to the implementation of Article X. For that reason, we have 
reservations to concepts such as ‘facilitating implementation 
of Article X by strengthening implementation of Article III’ or 
‘balance implementation of Article X and Article III of the 
Convention’. 

S 4/8 
AM 

India We believe that strengthened implementation of Article III 
would ensure that the cooperation envisaged under Article X 
is not abused.  

S 4/8 
AM 

Cuba The full implementation of international cooperation, without 
conditions or unjustified restrictions as applied to Cuba, is a 
must. Creating a mechanism for reporting and resolving such 
restrictions would be a specific measure to take one more step 
in the still distant full, effective and non-discriminatory im-
plementation of Article X. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Malaysia Malaysia firmly believes that Article VII and Article X of the 
Convention can be implemented in such a way allowing States 
to undertake, facilitate and participate in the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, materials, scientific and technological 
information and at the same time ensure efficient mobilization 
and maximum utilization of resources. 

S 4/8 
AM 

European 
Union 

…facilitating exchange in biological sciences and technology, 
including equipment and material for peaceful purposes, is a 
legitimate goal under the BTWC. However, in accordance 
with Article III, appropriate technology transfer controls are 
necessary in order to prevent deliberate or inadvertent trans-
fers of technology to States or non-state actors for purposes 
prohibited under Article I. They contribute to the confidence 
in compliance by all parties involved and, as a result, help to 
promote trade, and scientific and technological assistance and 
exchanges under Article X. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM and Other States Parties to the BWC therefore reiterate 
their firm position on the need for an effective mechanism to 
ensure the full, effective and non-discriminatory implementa-
tion of the Article X. Such a mechanism will address various 
issues which are pertinent to the sub-agenda items being dis-
cussed in the standing agenda item of cooperation and assis-
tance. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Mexico …it is necessary to evaluate existing cooperation and assis-
tance activities and check them against requests for assistance 
from States. The aim is to reconcile supply and demand for 
technical assistance. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Cuba For Cuba it is unacceptable for the implementation of Article 
X of the Convention to be conditional on strengthening the 
implementation of Article III. 

S 5/8 
AM 
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Cuba Cuba, along with other NAM members and other States Par-
ties to the Convention, supports resuming negotiations on a 
legally binding and multilaterally negotiated protocol to in-
clude the basic pillars of the Convention, among them assis-
tance and cooperation. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Switzerland Article X and national implementation are inextricably linked. 
National implementation of obligations under the BWC – in 
particular the adoption of necessary national legislations – is 
an important prerequisite for cooperation and assistance under 
Article X to move beyond implementation support. A strong 
commitment by the recipient State to implement the provi-
sions of the BWC at the national level and to develop the nec-
essary national framework to this effect, constitutes the basis 
upon which further cooperation and assistance can be envis-
aged. Accordingly, the provision of assistance in the area of 
national implementation, and legislation in particular, may in 
many instances represent an initial priority. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Consideration of Article X reports submitted by States Parties 
should be at the heart of our intersessional discussions under 
this agenda item.  To date, a very small number of States Par-
ties have submitted these reports.  We urge more Parties to 
submit such reports:  concrete information will facilitate our 
work. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Article X embodies an international commitment to partner-
ship, sharing of information, and the development of mutually 
beneficial outcomes.  Capacity-building and other forms of 
government-to-government assistance are part of this com-
mitment, but only a small part of a much wider undertaking. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

…the principle of ‘open access’… substantially reduces barri-
ers to access that may be posed by the costs of subscriptions 
to scientific journals. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Lowering the cost of medicines and medical devices through 
substantial reduction or elimination of import tariffs improves 
access to medicines and medical products that are needed to 
treat a wide variety of diseases effectively and ensure that 
these goods reach patients. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Sometimes overlooked is the undertaking in Article X for Par-
ties “in a position to do so” to contribute to the further devel-
opment and application of the life sciences.  The United States 
is a world leader in life sciences research and development, 
accounting for up to one-third of global investment in life 
sciences R&D. 

INF.5 
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Australia, 
Canada, 
France, 
Germany, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, and 
United 
States 

By providing enhanced confidence that such exchange will be 
used for exclusively peaceful purposes, export controls serve 
to reduce levels of concern and enhance international ex-
change of life-science related knowledge, equipment, and ma-
terials. 

WP.8/ 
Rev.1 

Russian 
Federation 

The Russian delegation continues to call for a discussion of 
the need to develop clear criteria for providing assistance in 
the framework of the BWC. This is very important from the 
point of view of strengthening the regime of the Convention 
and not allowing substitution of it by other mechanisms which 
fall within the competence of other organizations. We should 
not forget that the main goal of the BWC is to prevent the use 
of pathogens as weapons. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Canada Canada believes that the database can be a valuable tool for 
improving cooperation efforts among BTWC States Parties, 
and we encourage its continued and expanded use. 

S 5/8 
AM 

India The cooperation and assistance database established in pursu-
ance of the decision of the 7th Review Conference could be 
utilized for targeting resources by States Parties offering as-
sistance and cooperation by making concrete offers in areas 
directly relevant to the Convention. While there is a correla-
tion between public health and security, the BWC deals with a 
specific aspect of disease and a loss of focus in this regard 
could affect developing concrete action in dealing with issue 
of direct relevance to BWC. 

S 5/8 
PM 

India Further, in the BWC there is a need for systematic and long-
term provision of cooperation and assistance to generate equi-
table benefits for States Parties. Additional conditions should 
not be imposed on recipient countries for provision of such 
cooperation and assistance. In this context, India associates 
itself with NAM’s proposal for the establishment of a mecha-
nism, for full and effective implementation of Article X. 

S 5/8 
PM 

China To promote international cooperation in the peaceful use of 
biotechnology, as an important pillar of the Convention, fa-
cilitates the compliance capacity of States Parties and the 
healthy and sustainable development of the convention. China 
calls on the States Parties to actively implement Article X, by 
giving full consideration to the reasonable need of developing 
countries for bioscience, materials and equipment, and further 
explore ideas and measures of international cooperation, to 
truly benefit the developing countries. 

S 4/8 
AM 

China Relevant countries should not link Article III with Article X 
of the Convention 

S 7/8 
PM 
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Pakistan Pakistan reiterates the urgent need to develop an effective 
mechanism to ensure the full, effective and non-
discriminatory implementation of Article X. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
Kingdom 

Article X reflects a basic objective of the Convention, to turn 
scientific endeavours towards peaceful pursuits, and includes 
the key obligation that the Convention should be implemented 
in a manner that does not hamper peaceful activities: it does 
not call for, nor does it require any additional mechanism to 
mediate or promote what is already happening in other fora 
and will continue.  

S 5/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

… there is no such thing as a one-off state of ‘full implemen-
tation’ – progress and assistance are subject to a continuing 
process given the nature of scientific and technological devel-
opment and the evolving nature of the threat posed by patho-
gens and toxins.  

S 5/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

We continue to see no need for any sort of Article X imple-
mentation mechanism as characterised in the various more or 
less identical Working Papers and statements that we have 
been seeing from some States Parties since 2006. Such a 
mechanism would likely duplicate, undermine or interfere 
with the very broad range of activities and programmes con-
ducted by governments, academia, industry, inter-
governmental organisations and other entities.  

S 5/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

Thus far … only two States Parties have made requests for 
assistance in the three years after the launch of the [assistance 
and cooperation] database and, as far as we are aware, there 
has been little direct response to the much longer list of offers 
of assistance; this demonstrates to us that demands for an Ar-
ticle X implementation mechanism are largely political in na-
ture rather than reflection of a real need. Experts on the 
ground are much more likely to avail themselves of assistance 
and cooperation run by the likes of the WHO, OIE and FAO 
to assist with capacity building for preventing and responding 
to disease outbreaks, as well as through the diverse and exten-
sive bilateral assistance or other multilateral programmes, 
such as the Global Partnership, that are available in their 
fields. Article X and the BTWC simply do not appear on their 
radar when it comes to obtaining technical assistance or find-
ing opportunities for collaborative programmes and projects. 
And that is how it should be.  

S 5/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

We should instead be concentrating our efforts on how best 
the BTWC intersessional process can help publicise and fa-
cilitate efforts elsewhere that are relevant to Article X. The 
Convention must serve as an adjunct to those efforts, not as a 
replacement or rival, and should not hamper activities aimed 
at the prevention of infectious disease or for other peaceful 
purposes by introducing an additional and unnecessary proc-
ess. Continued calls for an Article X implementation mecha-
nism are a distraction from  the sort of concrete and focussed 
efforts that would be of much more benefit to the implementa-
tion of Article X.  

S 5/8 
PM 
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resources, to address gaps and needs for assistance and cooperation, in 
particular from developed to developing States Parties, and from 
international and regional organizations and other relevant 
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Iran (NAM) Effective international action against biological threats needs 
to be universal, legally binding and non-discriminatory. In 
addition, this cannot be achieved without strengthening na-
tional capacity. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) The submission of clear, specific, and timely national reports 
on implementation of Article X as agreed at the Seventh Re-
view Conference and also for effective utilisation of the elec-
tronic database for international cooperation in the context of 
Article X of the Convention is essential. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Mexico …it is important to stress that resources for cooperation are 
not confined to the financial, and in that sense, the exchange 
of information, experiences, lessons learned, best practices, 
education and exchange of technical knowledge must be a 
necessary complement to the assistance schemes in traditional 
formats for triangular  or South-South cooperation, and it is 
necessary to ensure the sustainability of international coopera-
tion projects. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Switzerland …exploring more effective means of bringing assistance of-
fers to the attention of potentially interested States Parties. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Switzerland …substantial commitments as well as transparency of needs, 
challenges and implementation achievements on the part of 
recipient countries constitute a key prerequisite for any kind 
of successful cooperation. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

In fact, most of the exchanges of life-science related knowl-
edge, materials and equipment around the world are not con-
ducted by governments. The flows generated by industry, aca-
demia, and other groups substantially outweigh direct gov-
ernment activity not only in the US but globally. This fact 
helps explain why Article X speaks of our obligation to “fa-
cilitate,” rather than “conduct.” 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

We generate both supply and demand in the applied life sci-
ences, contributing both to the technological and the eco-
nomic development of other Parties.  Our commitment to free 
and fair trade directly promotes exchange under Article X. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Bio-
medical Advanced Research and Development Authority 
(BARDA) provided more than $50 million in cooperation 
with WHO to strengthen the ability of developing countries to 
sustainably produce influenza vaccines, potentially reducing 
the global threat of influenza pandemics.  In addition, 
BARDA provided over $20 million to support vaccine adju-
vant technology transfer, biomanufacturing workforce train-
ing, and clinical trial and manufacturing technical support to 
developing country influenza vaccine manufacturers.    

INF. 5 



BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 

16 GE.14-14408 

Delegation Text Source 

   

United 
States 

BARDA has also successfully established public-private part-
nerships with industry partners to develop novel antibiotics, 
including a five-year, $200 million agreement with GlaxoS-
mithKline, designed to support the development of an entire 
portfolio of candidate antibiotic therapies.    

INF. 5 

BIO Austere budgetary environment and competing priorities 
make it difficult for individual countries to have robust stock-
piles. Better suited for regional stockpiling model. 

S 5/8 
PM 

Pakistan …the only credible and sustainable method of strengthening 
the Convention is through multilateral negotiations aimed at 
concluding a non-discriminatory, legally binding agreement, 
including on verification provisions, dealing with all the Arti-
cles of the Convention in a balanced and comprehensive man-
ner. 

S 4/8 
AM 

United 
States 

…in FY12, the US government spent approximately $ 8.8 
billion (estimated) in the Global Health Initiative alone, with 
an estimated $1-2 billion in additional global-health related 
funding in other initiatives and mechanisms.  The United 
States is a major contributor to the Global Fund for AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria, the WHO, and the Global Access 
to Vaccines Initiative Alliance.  The U.S. Government’s finan-
cial and technical contributions significantly improve and ex-
pand sustainable health systems and support the goal of a 
world safe and secure from emerging infectious disease 
threats.  In 2014, the US government further pledged to work 
in partnership with at least thirty other countries, encompass-
ing four billion people worldwide, in the next five years, to 
improve the prevention, detection and response to infectious 
disease threats. 

INF. 5 

 4. Education, training, exchange and twinning programmes and other 
means of developing human resources in the biological sciences and 
technology relevant to the implementation of the Convention, 
particularly in developing countries 
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Pakistan The threats posed by the dual-use nature of biotechnology are 
real and cannot be over-stated. We are witnessing the growing 
marginalization of the need to possess real scientific knowl-
edge or “tacit knowledge” due to easy access to wide-ranging 
scientific information on the internet. Also, the rapid ad-
vances in enabling technologies continue to decrease costs of 
performing scientific and procedures. In the backdrop of these 
latest developments and trends, the need to conclude a non-
discriminatory, legally binding agreement on verification pro-
visions, is therefore, ever-pressing and necessary. 

S 4/8 
AM 
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Kenya There is need for the… creation of linkages between universi-
ties with curriculum on biosecurity with those who do not 
have. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Kenya There is need for … continuous training on biosecurity and 
biosafety. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM has already expressed its views in previous meetings on 
promotion of international cooperation in this field, which 
could contribute to full and effective implementation of Arti-
cle X. Briefly, some of the tasks identified in that Working 
Paper are as follows: 

(i) Identify and address the needs in terms of equipment, ma-
terials and scientific and technological information regarding 
the use of the bacteriological and toxin agents for peaceful 
purposes;  

(ii) Identify and overcome the obstacles hampering the full, 
effective and non-discriminatory implementation of Article X 
of the Convention, including by addressing the denial cases of 
States Parties; 

(iii) Mobilize the necessary resources, including financial 
resources, to facilitate the widest possible exchange of equip-
ment, material, and scientific and technological information 
regarding the use of biological and toxin agents for peaceful 
purposes, in particular from developed to developing States 
Parties; 

(iv) Facilitate the development of human resources in devel-
oping States Parties in the implementation of the Convention, 
taking into account the special situation faced by them; 

(v) Coordinate cooperation with other relevant international 
and regional organizations for financial and technological 
support of activities for the use of biological and toxin agents 
for peaceful purposes. 

S 5/8 
AM 

China States Parties should strengthen exchange and cooperation by 
hosting training programs, making study tours, holding work-
shops and exchanging students in areas such as national im-
plementation, bioscience and technology and biosafety man-
agement, training personnel for implementation of the Con-
vention, and sharing views and experience in research, bio-
safety management and so on. 

S 5/8 
AM 

United 
States 

In February 2013 the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy directed all federal agencies to make the 
published results of federally funded research freely available 
within one year of initial publication.  This substantially re-
duces barriers to access posed by the costs of subscriptions to 
scientific journals. 

S 5/8 
AM 
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United 
States 

American colleges and universities engage in joint research 
collaborations with colleagues across the globe, and educate 
many of the world’s emerging scientists.  In 2012, there were 
more than 163,000 foreign graduate students enrolled in sci-
ence and engineering studies in U.S. universities.  A growing 
number of major U.S. institutions are also making under-
graduate and even some graduate courses freely available 
online. 

INF. 5 

United 
States 

The U.S. CDC Field Epidemiology (and Laboratory) Training 
Programs (FELTP), established in 1980 have helped launch 
more than 50 programs around the world and produced more 
than 3,000 graduates.  CDC currently supports workforce de-
velopment through FELTPs in 46 countries, which are de-
signed to build human capacity to characterize disease bur-
den, respond to outbreaks, provide diagnostic capacity, and 
address locally-identified public heath challenges. From 
2009-2012, CDC-supported FELTP residents responded to 
over 1100 outbreaks and conducted 606 planned studies and 
1268 surveillance assessments.  Through these activities, 
FELTP residents and graduates strengthen critical public 
health systems, improve the effectiveness of key public health 
programs, and address their countries’ public health priorities. 

INF. 5 

United 
States 

The U.S. Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
(ASPR) in the Department of Health and Human Services 
engages with international partners to create an all-hazards 
approach to improve our collective capabilities to deal with 
public health emergencies including those that arise from 
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) 
threats, outbreaks of emerging infectious diseases, and natural 
disasters. The ASPR leads international programs, initiatives 
and policies to strengthen domestic and international public 
health and medical emergency preparedness and response, 
including coordinating efforts to rapidly exchange informa-
tion and biological materials during acute public health emer-
gencies. 

INF. 5 

 5. Capacity-building, through international cooperation, in biosafety and 
biosecurity, and for detecting, reporting, and responding to outbreaks 
of infectious disease or biological weapons attacks, including in the 
areas of preparedness, response, and crisis management and mitigation 
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Pakistan …reiterates the urgent need to develop an effective mecha-
nism to ensure the full, effective and non-discriminatory im-
plementation of Article X. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Indonesia Indonesia calls on the need for strengthening not only na-
tional, but also regional and international capacity to respond 
to the alleged use of biological weapons and in disease sur-
veillance, detection, diagnosis and preparedness as well as 
public health systems, including science and technology trans-
fer. 

S 4/8 
AM 
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Kenya There is need for the … provision of equipment for emer-
gency response in case of suspected biological weapons at-
tack. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Kenya There is need for … strengthening disease surveillance divi-
sions at regional, national and county levels. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) The developed countries bear special responsibility to pro-
mote international cooperation in the framework of the Con-
vention for the benefit of developing countries and to remove 
and avoid all restrictions that are contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the Convention. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) The NAM and Other States Parties also attach importance to 
promoting South-South cooperation in the field of capacity 
building. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM has already proposed measures to facilitate capacity 
building in our previous meeting which are still valid and 
relevant … These measures are as follows: 

(a) Identifying and addressing the need for, and facilitating 
the exchange of equipment, materials, and scientific and tech-
nological information for the use of biological agents for 
peaceful purposes, particularly to developing countries; 

(b) Supporting states especially developing countries in build-
ing defences against new and emerging diseases and develop-
ing national capacity for responding to biological threats 
through detection, containment, and decontamination; 

(c) Promoting interagency coordination and multi-sectoral 
cooperation to prepare for, detect, and respond to infectious 
disease outbreaks whether natural, accidental, or deliberate in 
nature; 

(d) Developing and implementing appropriate, sustainable and 
effective laboratory safety and security measures, through 
international cooperation and assistance on exchange of the 
new technologies, training materials and resources.. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM and Other States Parties believe that exchanges in edu-
cation and training are of fundamental importance for the de-
velopment of human resources in the field of biological sci-
ences. In this regard the following measures need to be taken: 

• First, developed countries should provide full access to 
students, scientists and other personnel from developing coun-
tries to their universities, advanced laboratories, research in-
stitutions, production facilities etc and remove any unjustified 
restrictions or limitations contrary to the Convention in this 
regard such as through restrictive visa regimes. 

• Second, it is important that access is given to develop-
ing countries in institutions of higher learning and those with 
cutting edge technology. For example, developing countries 
should be given opportunities for training in advanced labora-
tories. This is important for them to keep pace with new S&T 
developments and would help them build defences against 
diseases, whether naturally occurring or deliberate. 

S 5/8 
AM 
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• Third, the sharing of results of advanced research in 
life sciences is especially important for the scientists, engi-
neers, students and teachers in developing countries to take 
full advantage of new developments in biological sciences 
and technology. There is scope for further work in BWC on 
this issue with the aim of evolving institutional measures.   

• Fourth, twinning programmes could be especially use-
ful in capacity building and sharing of advanced expertise in 
developing countries and in improving global capacity for 
disease detection and control. 

Iran (NAM) From a humanitarian point of view, it is essential that devel-
oping countries receive full and timely cooperation and assis-
tance in the form of medicines, vaccines, diagnostics and re-
lated equipment and materials for peaceful purposes as en-
shrined in Article X. 

S 5/8 
AM 

BIO Product Development is critical to create the infrastructure 
necessary to implement Article X. 

P 5/8 
PM 

China States Parties should strengthen information exchange related 
to advancement of bioscience and technology, sharing the new 
achievements in this regard, notifying each other about the 
developments which might pose potential threats, and enhanc-
ing screening and monitoring relatively. It is also important to 
improve existing notification mechanisms on disease out-
breaks and strengthen the information sharing in counter-
bioterrorism and other biosafety issues. 

S 5/8 
PM 

China States Parties should promote biotechnology exchange and 
cooperation, through joint research, technology transfer and 
other forms, especially by transferring technology and equip-
ment to developing countries to enhance their capacity on re-
sponse to disease outbreaks, biosafety and health care, and by 
removing the export restrictions against the objectives of in-
ternational cooperation. 

S 5/8 
PM 

Canada Canada outlined Article X international assistance activities 
undertaken by its Global Partnership Program in West Africa, 
South-East Asia and the Middle East, and noted that addi-
tional Article X assistance and cooperation was being pro-
vided through other government channels as well.   

We call upon interested States Parties that are interested in 
receiving or learning more about such assistance to approach 
Canada's Global Partnership Program. 

S 5/8 
PM 

Iran (NAM) …the Group stresses the importance of the adoption of a plan 
for active and fullest exchange of knowledge and technology 
in areas related to enabling and new technologies between 
developed and developing countries to ensure the unhindered 
flow of scientific information and technology. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) …the Group stresses the importance of the adoption of a plan 
for active and fullest exchange of knowledge and technology 
in areas related to enabling and new technologies between 
developed and developing countries to ensure the unhindered 
flow of scientific information and technology. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Iran (NAM) …achieving necessary standards in the fields of biosafety and 
biosecurity requires capacity building, and is facilitated by 
international cooperation and through strengthened full and 
effective implementation of Article X of the Convention 

S 6/8 
AM 

Cuba Cuba emphasises the importance of building capacity through 
international cooperation in responses to outbreaks of infec-
tious diseases in connection with biological weapons. 

S 6/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

…national, regional and international efforts relevant to Arti-
cle X seeking to improve further national and regional capa-
bilities for infectious disease control will also help make Arti-
cle VII more effective 

WP.1 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Effective implementation of the BWC includes, but is not lim-
ited to, effective national legislation, domestic biosecurity 
regulations and capabilities and export controls on sensitive 
materials (in some cases, developed through bilateral and re-
gional cooperative efforts). These measures can all work in a 
complementary manner to enhance biological security glob-
ally, reduce the possibility of BW proliferation, and raise bar-
riers to bioterrorism. These measures can also help to improve 
detection and response capabilities for natural or deliberate 
disease outbreaks, and facilitate exchange in the life sciences 
for peaceful purposes. 

WP.11 

United 
States 

Fewer than 20 percent of countries report that they are ade-
quately prepared to effectively detect, respond, or prevent 
global health threats caused by emerging diseases.  The 
Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA), launched in Febru-
ary 2014 with the support of twenty-nine countries, is framed 
around three primary strategies: 1) enhanced prevention of 
infectious disease threats, both naturally occurring and man-
made; 2) more robust detection, including through real-time 
bio-surveillance and more effective diagnostics; and 3) more 
effective response, including through emergency operation 
centers with common standards.  The GHSA vision is for all 
people in all countries to be effectively protected against 
threats posed by infectious disease, whether natural, acciden-
tal, or deliberate.  Global health security must be addressed as 
one problem, not as a separate set of problems.  We need to 
work seamlessly across health, security, agriculture, many 
other sectors, and across the globe, to prevent, detect, and 
respond to infectious disease threats.   

INF. 5 
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Iran (NAM) …we believe that the respective mandates of this Convention 
and other international organizations should be respected, 
while utilizing the experiences of the relevant multilateral 
organizations dealing with human and animal health on issues 
that are of direct relevance to the Convention. In this regard, 
no actions should be taken to undermine the Convention 
and/or interfere with its mandate. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Indonesia Indonesia notes the importance of the role played by relevant 
international organizations such as the World Health Organi-
zation, Food and Agriculture Organization and World Organi-
zation for Animal Health in close cooperation and coordina-
tion with States Parties in the provision of assistance and co-
ordination for the surveillance detection, diagnosis and com-
bating of infectious diseases including in cases of emergen-
cies of international concern.  

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM and Other States Parties believe that relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations such as WHO and OIE play 
an important role in disease surveillance, prevention, detec-
tion and response and there is merit in coordination of coop-
eration with them in accordance with their respective man-
dates. However, the unique role of BWC, as a Convention 
which deals with security related issues, needs to be recog-
nized and further efforts should be made for full and effective 
implementation of Article X within the Convention itself. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Mexico Mexico desires to increase synergies between the BWC and 
the World Health Organization (WHO), with the objective to 
leverage the expertise of that organization. 

S 5/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

It is necessary to strengthen the role of the Convention as a 
coordinator of BWC relevant assistance which is provided in 
other formats. This Convention is the only legitimate multi-
lateral mechanism for preventing the development and pro-
duction of biological and toxin weapons. In connection with 
this, efforts for providing assistance to countries in need in 
applying information, technology, materials and equipment 
under Article X, but which is initiated in other formats, such 
as the Global Partnership, must be agreed upon and closely 
coordinated with the BWC. Moreover, such initiatives must 
be focused not on themselves but on the Convention and on 
strengthening the central role of the Convention in the archi-
tecture of global efforts to ban biological weapons 

S 5/8 
AM 
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  Agenda item 6: Standing agenda item: Review of 
developments in the field of science and technology related to 
the Convention (focusing in 2014 on advances in the 
understanding of pathogenicity, virulence, toxicology, 
immunology and related issues) 

 1. New science and technology developments that have potential for uses 
contrary to the provisions of the Convention 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Pakistan Pakistan is concerned about some new developments in Sci-
ence and Technology that have the potential for uses contrary 
to the provisions of the Convention. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Pakistan The recent advances in synthetic biology raise immediate 
concerns related to ethics, safety and security. In this regard, 
States should employ utmost transparency and confidence 
building measures during all their activities related to Syn-
thetic biology. There is also a need for strict regulation on the 
development of synthetic biology, to ensure that it does not 
lead to any concerns related to safety and security as well as 
incidents of proliferation that have no justification for pro-
phylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Pakistan There is also an urgent need to strictly regulate the industry 
and various laboratories including in the public and private 
sector, in the wake of various reports concerning experiments 
that have been taking place, with highly contagious, virulent 
flu strains like H5N1, motivated mainly by commercial inter-
ests. Similar reports have also come to light about lapses in 
bio-security practices. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Pakistan We firmly believe that the potential dual-use nature of emerg-
ing technologies in itself should not be used as a pretext for 
proscribing or restricting their availability to developing 
countries for peaceful purposes. 

S 4/8 
AM  

Pakistan The threats posed by the dual-use nature of biotechnology are 
real and hence cannot be over-stated. We are witnessing the 
growing marginalization of the need to possess real scientific 
knowledge or “tacit knowledge” due to easy access to wide-
ranging scientific information on the internet. Also, the rapid 
advances in enabling technologies continue to decrease costs 
of performing scientific experiments and procedures. In the 
backdrop of these latest developments and trends, the need to 
conclude a non-discriminatory, legally binding agreement on 
verification provisions, is therefore, ever-pressing and neces-
sary. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) …recent advances demonstrating the increasing sophistica-
tion of synthetic biology, together with other enabling tech-
nologies, which have benefits, together with the potential for 
uses contrary to provisions of the Convention. All States must 
conduct such activities in a transparent manner, in order to 
build the confidence of other States Parties. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Iran (NAM) Concerning the dual use nature of some of the new technolo-
gies, the Group is aware that due to the dual use nature of 
some of the new technologies, there is a potential for uses 
contrary to the provisions of the Convention including by 
programming cells to produce toxins, viruses or other cells 
which could cause harm, designing and building new or al-
tered pathogenic viruses, the ability to confer mammalian 
transmissibility to viruses or drug resistance to pathogens, the 
decreasing genetic diversity and the development of incapaci-
tating weapons and the increasing capacity to deliver biologi-
cal weapons via the alimentary route. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of)  

The new trend namely ‘the growing tacit knowledge require-
ment for life science work’ is alarming. This trend will make 
new restrictions and limitations in full transparency in scien-
tific publications and exchange of knowledge within scien-
tific community and make additional costs for developing 
countries in reproducing research. Proposals such as research 
collaborations are neither inclusive nor comprehensive and 
may lead to further gap and inequality among developed  and 
developing countries in terms of infrastructure and technol-
ogy. To remove this concern, we need to develop an action 
plan in which States Parties in particular developed countries 
facilitate international cooperation and ensure the unhindered 
flow of scientific information, knowledge and technology 
through removing restrictions and limitations. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Sweden Botulinum toxin – Benefits and risks (of increased knowl-
edge) 

(a) Know-how 

(b) Non-licensed production 

(c) Black-market sale 

(d) Dual-use research of concern 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

The results of a range of current molecular microbiology re-
search into the pathogens of human, animal and plant infec-
tious diseases demonstrate that these can indeed be used for 
purposes which run counter to the Convention. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

An analysis of recently published papers demonstrates that 
the most sensitive dual use bioresearch is being conducted in 
the following areas: firstly, multi-drug resistance and resis-
tance to anti-microbials, secondly, pathogenicity of microor-
ganisms; thirdly, genes of virulence; followed by studies into 
strain selection which change the characteristics of that strain 
and/or increase its pathogenicity; and lastly studies in the 
sphere of immunity resistant strains. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

…it is clear that the existing technological prospects for syn-
thetic biology represent a great interest for those forces that 
would potentially want to wilfully use pathogenic biological 
agents. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Russian 
Federation 

A free interpretation of the provisions of the BWC could open 
up loopholes for marginal scientific research or developments 
under cover of combating of infectious diseases. As a result, 
new microorganisms would appear with altered characteris-
tics and there would be an increased risk that they could be 
used as biological weapons. Research from recent years 
demonstrates this. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Kenneth 
Oye 

Gene Drives 

Security Issues: 

(a) Gain-of-function enabling ability to host diseases 

(b) Suppression of crops and livestock in traditional agricul-
ture 

(c) Suppression of pollinators and other keystone species 

(d) Immunization drives may protect self and allies from ef-
fects 

(e) Reversal drives may be withheld for economic or political 
gain 

(f) Security implications uncertain – not ingenuity and crea-
tivity 

P 6/8 
PM 

Cuba The dual use nature of new discoveries in science and tech-
nology should not be used as a pretext to stand in the way of 
exchange of information, cooperation between States Parties, 
both developed and developing, in this regard we fail to re-
duce the growing gap in areas of biotechnology, genetic engi-
neering, microbiology and other related spheres. 

S 6/8 
PM 

Nepal The dual-use nature of the synthetic biology products and the 
risk of these products falling in the wrong hands are always a 
big challenge and a lurking threat. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
States 

A capability to make predictions about the outcomes of host-
pathogen interactions is inherently dual use knowledge… a 
predictive capability could theoretically be applied to the de-
sign of more virulent pathogens. While the topic of “designer 
pathogens” is disquieting, it is important to note that there are 
significant knowledge gaps – as well as technical hurdles – to 
their production. 

WP.2 

United 
States 

While the genomes of many pathogens have been sequenced, 
the functions of individual genes are frequently unknown or 
incompletely understood – though continued research is ex-
pected to fill these knowledge gaps over time. 

WP.2 

United 
Kingdom 

Knowledge gained through research on host-pathogen interac-
tions and mechanisms used to overcome the host immune re-
sponse could also be exploited for harmful purposes, for ex-
ample in designing novel biological weapons agents or engi-
neering existing agents to increase their suitability for bio-
logical weapons use. …, for example, increased capacity to 
manipulate pathogenicity, host specificity, transmissibility, 
resistance to drugs, or ability to overcome host immunity. 

WP.4 
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 2. New science and technology developments that have potential benefits 
for the Convention, including those of special relevance to disease 
surveillance, diagnosis and mitigation 
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Pakistan Pakistan would like to highlight that the potential for uses 
contrary to the convention, due to the dual-use nature of cer-
tain new technologies in the life sciences, should not in any 
way impede the free exchange of information and technology 
between the Member States for peaceful purposes, especially 
towards the developing States Parties.  

S 6/8 
AM 

Pakistan The measures to contain biological risks should be propor-
tional to the assessed risk and should not in any way obstruct 
the legitimate activities for the prophylactic, protective or 
other peaceful purposes. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Pakistan The developing countries are faced with distinct challenges 
and requirements in respect of improving their public health 
care systems and building their capacity to diagnose and treat 
diseases. In this regard, developing countries could benefit 
from advances in technologies that make vaccine and drug 
production simpler, faster, cheaper and more efficient. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) …the rapid pace of developments in biological science and 
technology has implications for the implementation of the 
BWC, both in terms of S&T advances which can be used for 
purposes contrary to the objectives of the Convention and 
S&T advances which could be of special relevance for the 
implementation of the Convention as well as for assistance 
and cooperation to the developing countries. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Advances in enabling technologies like bioinformatics; com-
putational biology; DNA microarrays; gene synthesis tech-
nology; high-throughput mass spectrometry; high-throughput 
sequencing; nanotechnology; synthetic biology; systems biol-
ogy; and whole-genome directed evolution are critical for 
future life sciences research and development. These enabling 
technologies have many benefits in faster, cheaper, and easier 
application of biological science and technology for both pub-
lic health and security purposes, increased capacity and better 
understanding of disease and healthcare technologies by more 
people in more locations throughout the world. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Furthermore new science and technology developments have 
many potential benefits for the Convention in improved 
health care, increasing capacity to diagnose and treat dis-
eases, more efficient food production, more renewable energy 
resources and better pollution management. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Developing countries, in particular, could benefit from ad-
vances in technologies that make vaccine production simpler, 
faster, cheaper and more efficient.  

S 6/8 
AM 
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Sweden Botulinum toxin – Benefits and risks (of increased knowl-
edge) 

(a) Treatment of neuromuscular disorders and other clini-
cal applications 

(b) Improved detection and diagnostics 

(c) Improved therapy after exposure 

P 6/8 
AM 

Germany While different methods for the detection of biological toxins 
are available, hardly any agreed standard methods exists be-
cause of still open questions regarding technical and stan-
dardisation issues. A big problem is the lack of reference ma-
terial for biological toxins no compatibility of methods in 
different laboratories and especially for complex matrices that 
would be expected in a potential incident. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Germany In the heart of the project is the performance of 4 rounds of 
proficiency tests by the Robert Koch Institut, Germany, now 
in the position to identify best practices and critical gaps for 
detection of biological toxins. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Germany Solid information on biotoxin detection capabilities based on 
proficiency testing are: 

(a) Generation and characterization of toxin reference mate-
rial – combining the expertise from EU laboratories 

(b) Setting up proficiency testing schemes – including real 
sample materials (test for sample preparation strategies) 

(c) Evaluation of result – performance of laboratories, com-
parison of methods used, identification of gaps, identification 
of best practices 

P 6/8 
AM 

Switzerland  Recently described advances in immunology are highly rele-
vant for our deliberations, Less than a decade ago, a new 
component of the bacterial immune system has been de-
scribed that has the ability to learn and remember while oper-
ating in a less complex way than the human immune system. 
This system, called CRISPR/Cas-system, enables bacteria to 
recognise pathogens that it had been exposed to previously. 
Recent advances have now demonstrated that this feature of 
the bacterial immune system can be exploited to edit, silence 
and activate genes at any given site in virtually any kind of 
genome, including human cells. It promises to become a very 
powerful genomic engineering tool that may be very useful in 
terms of e.g. gene therapy research 

S 6/8 
AM 

Switzerland Talking of research, the CRISPR/Cas-system will likely prove 
useful in so called gain-of-function experiments. Gain-of-
function is a broadly used technique in the life sciences to 
explore the function of specific genes, by adding a new fea-
ture to an existing organism. This concept has direct implica-
tions on recent advances in the generation of potential pan-
demic pathogens such as the heavily debated H5N1 influenza 
research. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Russian 
Federation 

[A separate area of this is synthetic biology.] At present in 
this sphere, more than 100 major laboratories around the 
world are working on this front. In the last 10 years, there has 
been a rapid growth in the number of publications, patent ap-
plications, and the scale of financing for this. The anticipated 
practical applications of this new science cover the most per-
tinent areas some of which include innovative methods of 
treatment and vaccine production, food, and chemicals pro-
duction, including the production of biofuels.  

S 6/8 
AM 

OPCW Benefits of Convergence [of biology and chemistry] 

Combined with other advances, particularly in nanotechnol-
ogy, the benefits related to CWC also include: 

(a) developing improved defensive countermeasures 

(b) beneficial developments in protective clothing and equip-
ment 

(c) decontamination 

(d) medical countermeasures, and 

(e) verification, detection/ diagnostics 

P 6/8 
PM 

Cuba The advances outlined in the report [by the BWC ISU] should 
be placed at the service of developing countries for peaceful 
purposes. This will allow better understanding of the mecha-
nisms of illnesses and make it possible to develop vaccines. It 
also allows the adoption of measures for scientific and tech-
nological exchange of knowledge and also the delivery of 
materials and technology and trained staff consistent with the 
Convention. 

S 6/8 
PM 

Cuba Advances in technology, in particular for monitoring, detec-
tion, diagnosis or monitoring of infectious disease and similar 
phenomena caused by toxins in humans, animals and plants 
are very beneficial for public health of developing countries. 

S 6/8 
PM 

United 
States 

Scientific research will continue to produce knowledge about 
host-pathogen interactions. New technologies combined with 
this knowledge will enable quicker and more detailed analy-
ses of how these interactions lead to disease. Taken together, 
these S&T developments can reveal key interactions between 
host and pathogen that can be blocked in order to treat or pre-
vent disease. For example, discovery of virulence factors can 
guide vaccine and drug development. It is highly desirable to 
have vaccines and drugs that specifically block the effects of 
virulence factors, because they can ameliorate symptoms 
while fighting the pathogen. 

WP.2 

United 
States 

As more is learned about host-pathogen interactions, it will 
become easier to more accurately predict the presence and 
effects of virulence factors in emerging pathogens based on 
sequence similarities or antibody cross-reactivity. 

WP.2 
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United 
States 

When outbreaks from new or re-emerging pathogens occur, 
knowledge gained from studies on the mechanisms and evolu-
tion of pathogenesis should enable more rapid responses and 
development of countermeasures. 

WP.2 

United 
States 

A capability to make predictions about the outcomes of host-
pathogen interactions is inherently dual use knowledge. In a 
positive sense, such knowledge would improve and hasten 
development of vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics with 
increased specificity for virulence factors. Such knowledge 
could also enable mitigation of the host immune response, 
turning it up or down to minimize host damage. 

WP.2 

 

United 
States 

Advances in microbiology and genome sequencing technolo-
gies are increasingly applied along with classical approaches 
to answer basic questions in bacterial pathogenesis. 

WP.2 

 

United 
Kingdom 

…enabling technologies, including those related to genomics 
and other ‘–omics’, synthetic biology and systems biology … 
such technologies are useful tools in increasing the under-
standing of virulence mechanisms and host responses to 
pathogens and subsequently to development of new vaccines 
and therapeutics and improved diagnostics. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

…advances recognised in relevant technologies for disease 
surveillance, detection, diagnosis and mitigation in many 
cases resulted from an increased understanding of the mecha-
nisms of disease and the host immunological response. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

A fundamental expectation of studies in this field is that in-
creased understanding of the molecular details of host-
pathogen interactions and anti-immune systems will lead to a 
better understanding of the weaknesses in host defence sys-
tems and assist the development of vaccines and therapeutics. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

…a recent study has reported a novel strategy in dengue vac-
cine development based on attenuated virus strains with a 
genetic mutation introduced to deactivate the MTase enzyme 
[… required to chemically modify its genetic material and 
escape detection by the host immune system] This proof-of-
concept study demonstrated that the attenuated viruses were 
stable, safe and immunogenic, and showed their potential as a 
safe, highly immunogenic, rationally-designed dengue vac-
cine approach.   

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-CoV) 
… to avoid detection in the host … produces an enzyme 
called PLpro … which removes host cell proteins involved in 
triggering the innate immune response. […] A recent effort to 
understand the structural basis of PLpro activity … enabled 
the creation of mutations in the enzyme to prevent interaction 
with the host cell proteins, while retaining the function for 
viral replication. Further work in this area is required, but this 
may represent a first step towards the development of a safe, 
live attenuated vaccine. 

WP.4 
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United 
Kingdom 

Some pathogenic bacteria have an outer protective layer 
formed of capsular polysaccharides, which prevents them 
being recognised and destroyed by the host immune system. 
Thus the disruption of this layer could provide a strategy for 
therapeutic development … could be the key to the develop-
ment of a new antibiotic class active against pathogens with 
similar mechanisms for capsule formation. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

Some viral, bacterial, fungal and parasitic pathogens use a 
mechanism known as antigenic variation to avoid recognition 
by the adaptive immune response… Trypanosomes and Plas-
modium species … have evolved mechanisms to switch ex-
pression of various surface proteins through antigenic varia-
tion to avoid antibody binding. Further studies will help un-
derstanding of the molecular details of the host-parasite inter-
actions and guide the development of therapeutics to tackle 
parasitic disease. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

A key element of the innate immune response is the recogni-
tion of microbial components by receptors on the surface of 
host immune cells … and trigger a signalling pathway to acti-
vate an immune response. Recent work has identified a poten-
tially novel evasion mechanism involving bacterial domain 
proteins … that interfere directly with the signalling pathway 
and thus inhibit the activation … Further understanding of the 
modes of action and the roles in virulence of these domains 
may help in developing strategies for novel countermeasures. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

A further example of an evasion system involving interaction 
with receptors on the surface of host immune cells… viruses 
such as West Nile and dengue activate … central inhibitors of 
the innate immune response.  Understanding of this mecha-
nism may provide an attractive target for novel antiviral 
therapies which could… prevent interference with the innate 
immune system. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

Yersinia pestis (the causative agent of plague) also disrupts 
the host immune system by interacting with a receptor protein 
on immune cells… Plasminogen activator protein (Pla) activ-
ity degrades… the Fas Ligand (FasL) which is involved in the 
signalling process… and alters the host inflammatory re-
sponse. Further understanding of the process by which 
Y.pestis evades the immune response may help in the devel-
opment of effective medical countermeasures, for example by 
exploring the possibility that blocking Pla activity and thus 
restoring FasL signalling might give antibiotics more time to 
work. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

A mechanism common to many bacteria involves the hijack-
ing of host cells by the injection of microbial proteins… by 
which they exert a number of effects that assist their survival 
and block the host cell immune response… This type of 
mechanism could provide a target for the development of an-
timicrobials with a novel mode of action, but further investi-
gation is required to understand better the molecular proc-
esses involved. 

WP.4 
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United 
Kingdom 

A possible mechanism to evade the adaptive immune re-
sponse that has recently been reported involves bacterial pro-
duction of a broadly-reactive antibody-binding protein … 
found to bind with high affinity to all types of human and 
non-human antibodies … thus blocking antibody-antigen 
binding … further studies are required to elucidate this poten-
tial mechanism to defeat the antibody response, which if con-
firmed may offer a target for new antibacterial therapies. 
Given its apparent ability for broad-scope, high affinity bind-
ing to antibodies, another potential use for this protein is in 
the large scale purification of therapeutic antibodies. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

… immune cells called macrophages … engulf invading 
pathogens inducing the production of a chemical called ita-
conate, which interferes with bacterial metabolism. However 
some pathogens, including Yersinia pestis, can degrade ita-
conate… The enzymes involved in this process might provide 
potential targets for the development of new antimicrobial 
agents. 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

Advances in the understanding of evasion of the host immune 
response by pathogens have wide reaching potential benefits 
for the mitigation of infectious diseases and are highly rele-
vant for the BTWC. The application of discoveries in this 
field to the development of vaccines and therapeutics has key 
implications for progress on the global response to infectious 
disease outbreaks, whether natural, accidental or deliberate. 
This is of relevance to the strengthening of Article VII, in 
providing assistance to any State Party exposed to danger as a 
result of a violation of the Convention… It is also a signifi-
cant issue for activities related to Article X, in the develop-
ment and application of scientific discoveries for the global 
prevention of disease, and for other peaceful purposes 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

Advances have continued to be made in understanding the 
complex interplay between host and pathogens, and have al-
lowed consideration of their application to the development 
of novel vaccines and therapeutics. Such strategies involve:  
targeting virulence factors, including toxins, factors that alter 
the host immune reaction and those involved in the formation 
of protective biofilms; and modulating the host immune re-
sponse to overcome the virulence strategies of pathogenic 
microorganisms. Such positive developments may have rele-
vance to some aspects of the Convention, including Articles 
VII and X.  

S 6/8 
PM   

India We believe that peaceful activities such as vaccine develop-
ment, which are important for developing countries for meet-
ing their public health needs, should not be unnecessarily 
highlighted as posing a risk for uses contrary to the provi-
sions of the Convention.  On the other hand, we could dis-
cuss, for instance, when research accomplishments could al-
low the destruction of remaining stocks of live Variola virus 
in the current locations specified in the relevant WHO resolu-
tions. 

S 6/8 
PM 



BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 

32 GE.14-14408 

 3. Possible measures for strengthening national biological risk 
management, as appropriate, in research and development involving 
new science and technology developments of relevance to the 
Convention 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Pakistan Pakistan believes that all scientific activities and experiments 
should be carried out under strict regulation and control, 
solely for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes, 
as permitted under the Convention.  

S 4/8 
AM 

India Our aim should also be to seek greater clarity on aspects of 
range of types and quantities of such agents and toxins, 
whether naturally occurring or altered which potentially 
could pose a risk to the Convention. 

S 4/8 
AM 

India The measures taken to mitigate biological risks  should be 
proportional to the assessed risk and not hamper legitimate 
peaceful activities including international cooperation. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Malaysia Oversight frameworks for biosafety and biosecurity are cru-
cial to ensure research in biosciences are not diverted for the 
production of biological weapons 

S 4/8 
AM 

China The rapid advance of bioscience has led to many new trends 
and things. To timely assess the effect of bioscience devel-
opment on the Convention, to enhance biosafety and security, 
to share experiences in bio risk management, to prevent the 
misuse of bioscience, are in line with the purposes and tar-
gets of the convention, and greater benefits to human wel-
fare. China supports the States Parties to share useful prac-
tices of bio risk management, to strengthen capacity building 
in biosafety, in light of their national conditions, to set volun-
tary best standards of bioscience development, to carry out 
safety education of practitioners and to effectively respond to 
various biosafety risks and treats. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) NAM notes that there have been recent advances demonstrat-
ing the increasing sophistication of synthetic biology, to-
gether with other enabling technologies, which have benefits, 
together with the potential for uses contrary to the provisions 
of the Convention. All States must conduct such activities in 
a transparent manner, in order to build the confidence of 
other States Parties. There is a need to regulate these activi-
ties, to ensure that they do not lead to any concerns related to 
ethics, safety and security as well as any uses contrary to the 
Convention… Such regulation must, however, be undertaken 
in a manner that does not hamper scientific and technological 
developments that are in keeping with the spirit and letter of 
the Convention, which are of benefit, more especially to de-
veloping countries. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) …there is no commonly agreed definition of biosafety and 
biosecurity in the Convention. We strongly believe that the 
relevant national authorities should have the responsibility in 
defining and implementing such concepts, in accordance with 
relevant national laws, regulation and policies, consistent 

S 6/8 
AM 
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with the provisions of the Convention. The adoption of deci-
sions and recommendations on this issue within the frame-
work of the BWC belongs exclusively to the States Parties of 
the Convention. 

Sweden How to surveil development, manufacturing and marketing 
of a dual use agent with a substantial commercial value? 

Handling of dual-use issues: 

(a) Frequent assessment of science and technology 

(b) Awareness raising 

(c) Codes of conduct 

(d) National rules and guidelines 

An extended model: 

(a) Actors: WHO, national authorities and institutions 

(b) Intensified dialogue with industry 

In the era of synthetic biology: 

(a) New commercially successful products with dual use po-
tential 

(b) A model for the future 

P 6/8 
AM 

Switzerland The on-going debate [on gain-of-function research] exposes 
the BWC community to several pertinent questions: Do these 
kinds of gain-of function experiments in fact improve both 
vaccine design and interpretation of surveillance? Is it worth 
taking the associated risks of such gain-of-function experi-
ments, given the scale of potential harm that could occur in 
case of an accidental or deliberate release? This debate may 
be further accentuated in the future with the availability of 
more powerful techniques such as the CRISPR/Cas-system. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Netherlands …biosecurity is a shared responsibility, several national 
stakeholders from government, private industry and the sci-
entific community are involved in the process of developing 
the new regime. Within the regime each stakeholder further 
has its own responsibility. 

S 14/8 
AM 

Netherlands …dual use aspects of H5N1 research. The lessons learned 
from this case are now also integrated in a new comprehen-
sive biosecurity policy… As a basis for the new policy a 
framework was set up, in which certain preconditions were 
formulated which we deem essential … has to be in line with 
international obligations… has to take into account public 
health, science as well as security interests… should guaran-
tee and secure the freedom of science and innovation 

S 14/8 
AM 

India The measures taken to mitigate risks should be proportional 
to assessed risks and not hamper peaceful activities including 
through international cooperation. It is important to share 
information on advanced research in the life sciences for the 
benefit of all countries. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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India …we need to review when S&T developments trigger Article 
I or Article XII of the Convention. Our discussions could 
help shape common understandings in this regard. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

There have been incidences which cast doubt on the high 
level of confidence placed in the biological security of major 
state scientific institutes. Dangers linked to synthetic biology 
have not yet been properly assessed. At the same time, the 
expert community acknowledges that these risks are excep-
tionally high and that the scale of their possible consequence 
is comparable to that of nuclear hazards. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

There is now a need of a normative strengthening at global 
and national levels for the creation of a new system of risk 
assessment which would consist of a comprehensive, and 
experimentally exhaustive study of the consequences of re-
search in synthetic biology.  

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

In many of the most advanced, developed States, dual use 
biotechnology research is being conducted against a back-
drop of incomplete national legislation. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Kenneth 
Oye 

Recommendations on using lead time [generated via early 
publication and policy engagement] 

Scientists: 

(a) Assess environmental and security effects, flag sources of 
uncertainty, direct research at uncertainty 

(b) Effect of genetic instability of drives on the environment 

(c) Effect of lateral gene flow on diffusion of alterations 

(d) Improve test methods – mesocosms and microcosms 

Technologists: 

(a) Modify organisms and uses to minimize risks by design-
ing, testing and incorporating safety features 

(b) Develop and test immunization drives 

(c) Develop and test reversal drives 

(d) Develop and test precision over generations 

Policy experts: 

(a) Identify and address gaps in policy, fund research, foster 
informed public debate 

(b) Functional approach – not just lists of pathogens 

(c) Red teaming /white hat hacking to flag misuses 

(d) Public debate over benefit/ risk in advance of release 

P 6/8 
PM 
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United 
Kingdom 

It is thus important to ensure that appropriate oversight and 
governance strategies for such dual-use research are in place 
to minimise the risk of its use for prohibited purposes, with-
out having adverse effects on crucial progress on infectious 
disease control. It is clear from recent discussions and de-
bates on dual-use research issues that it is critical to under-
take consideration of all the implications of proposed work, 
including those related to publication, at an early stage to 
ensure that both the potential benefits and risks are clearly 
balanced and articulated. 

WP.4 

United 
States 

Research that is categorized as DURC is often vitally impor-
tant to science, public health and agriculture, and its findings 
often contribute meaningfully to the broader base of knowl-
edge that advances scientific and public health objectives. 
Therefore, it is important to emphasize that a determination 
of research as being in the category of DURC does not sug-
gest that the research should not be conducted, nor is it the 
intention of the institutional DURC policy to discourage its 
pursuit. Rather, a DURC determination indicates a need for 
greater oversight, and for a collaborative and informed as-
sessment of the potential benefits and risks of the research. In 
recognition of this, both U.S.A. Government DURC policies 
note that oversight of DURC, including implementation of 
risk mitigation measures, should minimize, to the extent pos-
sible, adverse impact on legitimate research; should be com-
mensurate with the risk; should include flexible approaches 
that leverage existing review processes; and should endeavor 
to preserve and foster the benefits of research. 

WP.7 

 4. Voluntary codes of conduct and other measures to encourage 
responsible conduct by scientists, academia and industry 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Iran (NAM) Codes of Conduct remain the prerogative of the States Parties 
to decide on the development, content, promulgation and 
adoption of the code in accordance with relevant national 
laws, regulations and policies, consistent with the provisions 
of the Convention. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Codes of Conduct should avoid any restrictions on exchange 
of scientific discoveries in the field of biology for prevention 
of disease and other peaceful purposes. Subjecting scientific 
research and the free flow of scientific information to undue 
restrictions may amount to a violation of obligations under-
taken under Article X of the BWC. 

S 6/8 
AM 

India We share the view of several States Parties that education and 
awareness raising and other measures such as voluntary 
Codes of Conduct are a useful way of encouraging responsi-
ble conduct by scientists, academia and industry. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Cuba We need, in the international community today, to achieve 
greater protection is by voluntary codes, for example, to 
counter the threat posed by biological weapons. This could 
take the form of non-discriminatory, legally-binding provi-
sions. In this regard, we are of the view that codes for scien-
tists could be beneficial, as could other models but in them-
selves will not solve the problem of the threat of use of bio-
logical weapons. They cannot be imposed.  They must be the 
outcome of a democratic and inclusive process within the 
multilateral mechanisms within the United Nations and con-
sistent with the Biological Weapons Convention. Codes of 
conduct and other models discussed in this room are the pre-
rogative of States Parties and they will decide on adoption 
and promulgation consistent with their own domestic policies 
and legislation. 

S 6/8 
PM 

United 
States 

The two U.S.A. Government DURC oversight policies work 
to engage life sciences research institutions and federal fund-
ing agencies in a shared responsibility to address the risk that 
knowledge, information, products, or technologies generated 
from life sciences research could be used for harm. In addi-
tion, the two U.S.A. Government DURC oversight policies 
together emphasize a culture of responsibility by reminding 
all involved parties of the shared interest in upholding the 
integrity of science and in preventing its misuse. 

WP.7 

 5. Education and awareness-raising about risks and benefits of life 
sciences and biotechnology 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Switzerland …States Parties to the BWC should, collectively and indi-
vidually, continue to deliberate and support the promotion of 
a culture of responsibility and security among life scientists. 

S 6/8 
AM 

India We share the view of several States Parties that education and 
awareness raising and other measures such as voluntary 
Codes of Conduct are a useful way of encouraging responsi-
ble conduct by scientists, academia and industry. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Canada Research and development in synthetic biology and other 
fields in the life sciences is no longer restricted to high-tech 
elite research institutes, but is now being conducted in insti-
tutions around the world at all levels, including undergradu-
ate. 

iGEM promotes responsible, safe, and ethical use of syn-
thetic biology. 

P 6/8 
PM 
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 Engaging with the iGEM community is important, as re-
search done in this context contributes to improved disease 
detection and diagnosis in cost-effective and sustainable 
ways (contributing to implementation of Article X), im-
proved detection of biological weapons agents (Article VII). 
Furthermore, engagement will allow States Parties to main-
tain awareness of breakthroughs in science and technology 
relevant to the Convention, and for education and awareness-
raising on the Convention, dual-use issues, and national legal 
requirements. 

 

 6. Science- and technology-related developments relevant to the activities 
of multilateral organizations such as the WHO, OIE, FAO, IPPC and 
OPCW 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Switzerland …the convergence of biology and chemistry is a scientific 
and technological development with enormous beneficial 
potential that also poses significant challenges for the BWC 
and CWC. This underscores the importance of a much 
needed closer cooperation between the two communities, 
bringing scientific experts and policymakers together for 
greater interaction. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Australia Encouraging stronger synergy between the Biological Weap-
ons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC) is a crucial element of this. … interested in ways the 
BWC community could leverage further work of the SAB. 

S 6/8 
AM 

 7. Any other science and technology developments of relevance to the 
Convention 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Pakistan Pakistan would, also, highlight the importance of holding 
regular reviews of the developments in science and technol-
ogy related to the Convention. These reviews should provide 
impetus not only to enhanced awareness regarding new tech-
nology related to the Convention but also towards enhanced 
cooperation and sharing of such technology 

S 4/8 
AM 

 

Iran (NAM) …the Group stresses the importance of the adoption of a plan 
for active and fullest exchange of knowledge and technology 
in areas related to enabling and new technologies between 
developed and developing countries to ensure the unhindered 
flow of scientific information and technology. 

S 6/8 
AM 
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Switzerland The Eighth Review Conference provides an excellent oppor-
tunity to decide on the way forward regarding the establish-
ment of a dedicated structure for the examination of devel-
opments in science and technology. Such a science advisory 
process could take on different forms. One example could be 
an open-ended working group composed of government ex-
perts. It might also be instrumental to seek support from in-
ternational scientific organizations to provide collateral input 
for such a process. For an informed debate, it is imperative to 
exchange views among a broad range of States Parties from 
all regional groups. As a first step, it is important to define 
and agree upon a clear purpose and a set of expectations for 
such an advisory group. 

S 6/8 
AM 

India We sense a large measure of support for addressing S&T de-
velopments on a continuing basis through an appropriate 
mechanism established for this purpose. We had presented a 
Working Paper in this regard at the 7th Review Conference. 
In the run-up to the last review conference, we had suggested 
that such a review could be carried out through a panel com-
posed of experts nominated by States Parties and would be 
ready to further explore this as well as other ideas. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

Intersessional experts meetings are indeed a useful mecha-
nism for discussing this problem and yet as part of this work, 
no assessment is made of some of the recent research. In or-
der to further strengthen the Convention, it would seem ex-
pedient within the framework of the Convention forum to 
create a special expert group to develop criteria to assess the 
extent to which research relates to the Convention. 

S 6/8 
AM 

India We would need to focus on what is the nature of dual use 
research that is of specific interest to the Convention as en-
visaged by Article I and Article XII. Article XII asks us to do 
a review and Article I prohibits any research or  stockpiling 
that is not justified for peaceful use criteria under the Con-
vention. The Russian Federation delegation said in the morn-
ing… that as we discuss science and technology develop-
ments we should focus on whether it is possible to evolve 
criteria to assess science and technology developments. We 
heard from the United States delegation that indeed such cri-
teria have been evolved nationally, in their own national con-
text… It is possible to increase our common understandings 
on what nature of dual use research is of particular interest to 
the Convention. If we all agree that this can be standardised, 
that a certain criteria can be evolved, that a certain set of fac-
tors can be isolated, then maybe that is one component that 
we can build upon in the future. 

S 6/8 
PM 

Cuba We need an integrated approach in analyzing the legitimate 
uses of these new technologies 

S 6/8 
PM 
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United 
Kingdom 

The breadth of this year’s topic again underlines the benefits 
of bringing in a range of knowledge and expertise … to assist 
us in considering the implications across all aspects of the 
Convention and in assessing the need for effective action to 
manage potential benefits and risks. It also highlights the 
cross over between the topics … addressed … over the years 
of the current intersessional programme and thus the need to 
consider implications from previous understandings in our 
continuing reviews.  

WP.4 

United 
States 

The fields relevant to the BWC – microbiology, genomics, 
synthetic biology, just to name a few – are fast-moving, and 
keeping up is no easy task.  So during the remainder of this 
intersessional program, let us explore concepts like … the 
open-ended groups that some Parties have proposed, and oth-
ers so that we can make the most of the next intersessional 
program. 

S 06/8 
AM 

  Agenda item 7: Standing agenda item: Strengthening 
national implementation 

 1. A range of specific measures for the full and comprehensive 
implementation of the Convention, especially Articles III and IV 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Iran (NAM) 

 

NAM stresses that national implementation of the Conven-
tion as required under Article IV of the Convention requires 
commitments towards implementation of all provisions of the 
Convention. In this regard, NAM is of the view that full and 
effective implementation of Article X is of high importance. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) This sub-agenda item could be productively used by States 
Parties to exchange ideas on what further measures and ini-
tiatives could be adopted by States Parties at the national 
level to further the implementation of the Convention's provi-
sions. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Malaysia …we do believe that a balanced approach to all provisions of 
the Convention is important to ensure that the goals and ob-
jectives of the Convention are achieved. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Mexico The presentations and debates of the regional workshops on 
the implementation of the BWC in Central America and the 
Caribbean noted the need:  

(a) To promote internal coordination of the States Parties and 
to establish national authorities for the national implementa-
tion of the Convention.  

(b) For local, federal and State governments to develop a bet-
ter cooperation and capacity in issues of public health. 

(c) For development of Science & Technology 

S 7/8 
AM 
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(d) To develop plans for biosafety and biosecurity 

(e) To exchange of best practices with regional countries 
were highlighted, as well as with WHO and INTERPOL  

Thailand Successful export control would serve to reduce levels of 
concern, and at the same time enhance international exchange 
of life science-related knowledge. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Mongolia Creating a better understanding of the provisions of the Con-
vention among government agencies and civil society, im-
proving and amending the laws and regulations dealing with 
toxic and hazardous wastes, strengthening the national capac-
ity in the field of handling toxic and bio hazard wastes are 
the long-term objectives 

S 7/8 
AM 

Switzerland The development and continuous adaptation of national legis-
lation, regulations, administrative measures and associated 
control mechanisms as well as their enforcement are crucial 
areas of national implementation. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Australia …places importance on an effective export control system S 7/8 
AM 

Cuba Training is a fundamental element that contributes to the cor-
rect implementation of this Convention 

S 7/8 
AM 

India India has always emphasized the responsibility of States Par-
ties to fully implement their obligations under the Conven-
tion and adopt requisite measures to this end, including ex-
port controls to protect proliferation of sensitive materials 
and technologies. 

S 7/8 
AM 

China To enhance national compliance measure is an important 
guarantee for the States Parties to comply with obligations 
under the Convention and to improve its effectiveness. In 
recent years the States Parties made unremitting effort in 
light of their national conditions. In our view, the States Par-
ties should be encouraged on a voluntary basis, to gradually 
improve their national compliance measures and mecha-
nisms. The measures currently put forth by countries to en-
hance national compliance should conform with the gradual 
and voluntary principles. Meanwhile, China would like to 
point out that the best compliance mechanism under the 
framework of the convention is to reach a protocol with veri-
fication measures, to comprehensively strengthen the effec-
tiveness of the Convention. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of) 

Establishment of unilateral, discriminatory and selective ex-
port controls outside the framework of the Convention hinder 
the fullest possible exchange of equipment, scientific and 
technological information for peaceful purposes and is a vio-
lation of Article X. 

S 7/8 
PM 
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Nepal Strengthening national capabilities for effective implementa-
tion of the Convention, utilization of Confidence Building 
Measures for compliance and respecting the obligations of 
the provisions of the Convention, and full utilization of the 
existing mechanisms to avoid non-compliance and potential 
breach of the Convention assume critical importance.  

S 8/8 
AM 

Nepal A well regulated and controlled trade of these products and 
transfer of technology only for prophylactic, protective and 
peaceful purposes, especially in the interests of the develop-
ing countries, including least developed countries, would 
serve the larger and far-reaching objective of this Conven-
tion. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States  

Well-designed and -implemented national controls are not 
only critical to fulfilling the obligations of Article III, they 
are also essential to implementing United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1540 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 

Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

Appropriately designed and implemented controls are fully 
consistent with the requirements of Article X of the BWC and 
limited to non-proliferation measures, neither favouring the 
commercial development of industries nor hindering legiti-
mate economic development of other countries.  In practice, 
controls should affect only sales in the very few cases where 
there is  an unacceptable risk of diversion to developing or 
maintaining a chemical or biological weapons (CBW) capac-
ity or terrorism. 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 

Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

While national systems may vary in many details, there is a 
series of attributes or elements common to effective control 
systems. 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 
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Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

Effective systems for processing requests for government 
permission for transfers of tangible and intangible goods and 
technologies generally have six key components: 

(a) Laws and regulations that are sufficiently clear and com-
prehensive, and that establish necessary legal authorities and 
appropriate penalties for violations; 

(b) Clearly established procedures and mechanisms for inves-
tigation and enforcement; 

(c) A list of items subject to control that is clearly written and 
focused on the materials and technologies needed to develop, 
produce, or stockpile biological weapons… 

(d) Controls on technology directly associated with listed 
items, including transfers of such technology in intangible 
form and via intangible means; 

(e) A “catch-all” provision that obligates exporters to seek 
government permission for an export if they have reason, 
either from government communication or in the course of 
business, to suspect the export is intended to contribute to the 
development, production, or stockpiling of biological weap-
ons; and 

(f) Regular outreach to life science researchers and the 
biotechnology industry concerning these requirements to en-
sure awareness and compliance. 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 

 Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

BWC States Parties could make a substantial contribution to 
strengthening implementation of the BWC and to interna-
tional security by adopting a clear “common understanding” 
that these six components are the core elements of the effec-
tive national export controls called for by the 2012 Meeting 
of States Parties. 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 

Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

Officials evaluating requests for government permission to 
export BW-relevant items should therefore take into account 
indicators of proliferation risk, such as: 

(a) Information about proliferation and terrorism involving 
biological weapons… 
(b) The significance of the transfer in terms of: the appropri-
ateness of the stated end-use… 
(c) The assessment of the end-use of the transfer… 
(d) The role of distributors, brokers, or other intermediaries 
in the transfer… 
(e) The capabilities and objectives of the chemical and bio-
logical activities of the recipient State and the extent and ef-
fectiveness of the export control system of the recipient State, 
as well as any intermediate States;  
(f) The applicability of relevant multilateral agreements, 
including the BWC 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 
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Australia, 
Canada, 
Germany, 
France, 
Japan, 
Nether-
lands, 
Spain, 
United 
States 

States Parties could take a further important step toward ef-
fective action by agreeing upon a “common understanding” 
that the six indicators of proliferation risk cited above, which 
are widely recognized as international best practice, should 
be taken into account by States Parties in making licensing 
decisions for the export of BW-relevant items. 

WP.8/ 
Rev. 1 

United 
States 

The importance of engagement with civil society, particularly 
the scientific community, to promote awareness and a culture 
of responsibility and/or provide oversight of research and 
development (R&D). 

WP.10 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Effective implementation of the BWC includes but is not lim-
ited to effective national legislation, domestic biosecurity 
regulations and capabilities and export controls on sensitive 
materials (in some cases, developed through bilateral and 
regional cooperative efforts). 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

States Parties need to recognize the importance of measures 
to cover: legislative and regulatory frameworks including; 
export control regimes; biosafety and biosecurity; disease 
surveillance and outbreak response capacity; oversight of 
science; educational efforts and awareness raising; assistance 
and protection capacity; responding to alleged use; exchanges 
of information; and building capacity for peaceful use. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

…for the legislation to be effective, it must be implemented 
effectively and properly promulgated and enforced. Critical 
in this process will be awareness-raising among key stake-
holders such as parliamentarians, the scientific community, 
and law enforcement and border control officials. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

For many States Parties national implementation is challeng-
ing, requiring education of, and coordination between differ-
ent national stakeholders. The importance of making an effort 
towards a whole-of-government approach to implementation 
needs to be understood. Some specific suggestions on best 
practices for raising awareness of the BWC and establishing 
a national BWC implementation mechanism include: 

(a) Establishing a central point of contact and coordination 
for national implementation of the BWC 

(b) Establishing mechanisms for regular communication 
amongst key stakeholders, for example a regular meeting of 
an inter-governmental committee 

(c) Ensuring regular and timely participation in the confi-
dence building measures process, including by involving all 
relevant areas of government and related areas 

WP.11 
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 (d) Organising awareness-raising workshops and training for 
establishing of efficient communication and coordination 
between national stakeholders, and  

(e) Promoting the BWC through related initiatives, such as 
outreach to industry, education and research sectors, and 
through the European Union CBRN Centres of Excellence.  

 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

In this context, national implementation also requires a focus 
on compliance with the 2005 International Health Regula-
tions, to ensure States Parties can respond to public health 
emergencies, bioincidents and allegations on the use of bio-
logical weapons. Other initiatives such as the new Global 
Health Security Agenda initiative are also important, which 
brings together health security and BW non-proliferation ob-
jectives. 

WP.11 

Japan CBMs are for promoting transparency and increasing mutual 
trust among State Parties, and the same time, a State Party 
can facilitate inter-governmental communication through 
CBM preparation process and also could review the current 
status of national implementation of the BWC. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Japan Japan anticipates States Parties that have either never submit-
ted a CBM return or have difficulties in submitting forms 
annually will voluntarily place a “Step-by-step approach in 
CBM participation” and would encourage the States Parties 
who place the approach to produce feedback to forthcoming 
BWC meetings.  

S 7/8 
AM 

   

 2. Ways and means to enhance national implementation, sharing best 
practices and experiences, including the voluntary exchange of 
information among States Parties on their national implementation, 
enforcement of national legislation, strengthening of national 
institutions and coordination among national law enforcement 
institutions 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Malaysia Whilst there is no ‘one size fits all’ solution for national im-
plementation… collaborative efforts would certainly help in 
strengthening or complementing existing national frame-
works or action plans. 

S 4/8 
AM 

European 
Union 

…stress once more our collective responsibility to ensure 
that we are not inadvertently assisting in developing biologi-
cal weapons under the guise of cooperation in biological sci-
ences or in the economic and technological fields 

S 4/8 
AM 
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European 
Union 

The current inter-sessional process offers also an opportunity 
to identify innovative approaches, to enhance national im-
plementation through voluntary exchanges of information, 
such as the proposed peer-review mechanism. 

S 4/8 
AM 

China To enhance national compliance measure is an important 
guarantee for the states parties to comply with obligations 
under the convention and to improve its effectiveness. In re-
cent years the states parties made unremitting effort in light 
of their national conditions. In our view, the states parties 
should be encouraged on a voluntary basis, to gradually im-
prove their national compliance measures and mechanisms. 
The measures currently put forth by countries to enhance 
national compliance should conform with the gradual and 
voluntary principles. Meanwhile, China would like to point 
out that the best compliance mechanism under the framework 
of the convention is to reach a protocol with verification 
measures, to comprehensively strengthen the effectiveness of 
the convention. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) The unhindered exchange of science and technology in the 
framework of the Convention is also important in the context 
of enhanced national implementation of the Convention by 
developing countries which in many circumstances lack re-
sources- technological, financial and human – for effective 
implementation of all provisions of the Convention. 

S 6/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) …it is necessary for States Parties to work together for en-
hancing national implementation by sharing best practices 
and experiences, exchange of information on enforcement of 
national legislation, on possible ways for strengthening na-
tional institutions and coordination among national law en-
forcement institutions and finally building national capacity 
through international cooperation. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Canada Systematic reporting of laboratory exposures and/or labora-
tory acquired infections aims to increase the overall level of 
awareness and critical thinking about risk factors associated 
with accidental or intentional incidents involving human 
pathogens and toxins. This activity provides opportunities for 
early detection and response and will gather consistent evi-
dence-based data to guide development and strengthening of 
biosafety and biosecurity management systems. 
Canada welcomes the opportunity to engage in discussions 
with partners to share definitions, standards and data collec-
tion system design for reporting of laboratory exposures or 
laboratory acquired infections. Engaging in these discussions 
early, as partners are thinking about, planning or presently 
collecting data on laboratory exposures provides an opportu-
nity for alignment across states parties. Sharing of informa-
tion and/or integration of data on laboratory exposures or 
laboratory acquired infections among interested States Par-
ties would build a larger, more robust evidence base from 
which to quantify and describe accidental or intentional ex-
posure events and their associated risk factors to guide deci-
sion making for early response, detect emerging risks and/or 
prevent future occurrences and spread. 

P 7/8 
AM 



BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 

46 GE.14-14408 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Australia Australia also considers that it is necessary to continue to 
underline the value of the Confidence Building Measures 
(CBM) process – under this agenda item – as an important 
international transparency mechanism. [Australia] encour-
ages greater participation by States Parties in the CBM proc-
ess 

S 7/8 
AM 

Australia CBMs can also help improve domestic coordination and en-
hance domestic understanding of national activity related to 
the BWC 

S 7/8 
AM 

Switzerland Switzerland believes that national implementation, coordina-
tion and oversight will be reinforced by having an effective 
system in place at the national level for the collection and 
compilation of relevant CBM data from the diverse pertinent 
domestic agencies. Domestically, the process of collecting 
CBM-relevant information has not only the benefit of draw-
ing together stakeholders but also enables a clear overview of 
implementation measures and respective gaps, and hence 
contributes to the improve-ment of national implementation. 
Apart from the domestic benefits of a national CBM process, 
it also offers significant external value 

S 7/8 
AM 

Switzerland Switzerland is of the view that participation in the CBMs is 
an indicator of States Parties’ commitment towards fulfilling 
the Convention’s requirements and implementing its provi-
sions. The quality and scope of information provided in an-
nual returns also play an important role in effectively foster-
ing transparency and confidence. At the moment, the utility 
of the CBMs as a means to reinforce implementation, confi-
dence and transparency is undermined by the limited level of 
meaningful participation. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Pakistan The ability of States Parties to fully implement all provisions 
of the Convention depends upon their respective national 
capacities. We therefore believe in the need for improving 
capacity of developing States Parties, to strengthen their ex-
isting institutions through cooperation and assistance from 
the developed States and other relevant international and re-
gional organizations in terms of materials, equipment, finan-
cial resources, technology and human resource development. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Pakistan This would better equip them for detecting, reporting and 
responding to outbreaks of infectious diseases, biological 
weapons attacks or other challenges that may arise in the 
context of the BTWC, including their preparedness, response, 
crisis management and mitigation capabilities. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Pakistan …States Parties should work together for enhancing national 
implementation of the BTWC by sharing best practices and 
experiences, with the aim of building national capacity of 
member States, especially developing States Parties, through 
international cooperation and assistance, in order for them to 
fully implement all provisions of the Convention. 

S 7/8 
AM 
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Pakistan The issue of CBMs has been discussed at length during the 
previous two years in 2012 and 2013. We do not see any 
value in opening the past debates as our respective positions 
on CBMs are well known. However, since the issue of CBMs 
was raised, we will, therefore, just for the record, like to reit-
erate our position on CBMs. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Pakistan Pakistan views the CBMs as a voluntary tool for increasing 
transparency and building trust and confidence among States 
Parties in the implementation of the Convention and believes 
that a reduced reporting burden would enhance participation 
from all States Parties in the CBMs. However, CBMs cannot 
be used a tool for assessing compliance by the States Parties, 
for which the only method is a multilaterally negotiated, le-
gally binding mechanism with verification provisions. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Pakistan Pakistan believes that the only sustainable method of 
strengthening the Convention is through multilateral negotia-
tions aimed at concluding a non-discriminatory, legally bind-
ing agreement, including on verification provisions, dealing 
with all the Articles of the Convention in a balanced and 
comprehensive manner. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

Many States at the time of their accession to the Geneva Pro-
tocol made reservations, mainly concerning the possibility of 
retaliatory use in war of chemical and bacteriological weap-
ons… The BTWC Review Conferences since the time of the 
Third Review Conference in 1991 have always included in 
their reports a consensually adopted call for the withdrawal 
of the reservations… in reality progress in withdrawing the 
reservations has been stalled since 2002… Russia has consis-
tently advocated strengthening the Convention’s regime, and 
it calls upon all States Parties that have not done so to with-
draw the reservations to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 without 
delay and to notify the Protocol’s Depository 

S 7/8 
AM 

France The expected benefits for this mechanism are to strengthen 
the implementation of the Convention by its States Parties, to 
improve the level of confidence between States Parties 
thanks to increased transparency, to exchange good practices 
and to provide for an opportunity to develop international 
cooperation. 

The concept presented by France is a concept that is volun-
tary and modular. The way in which France organized this 
first session reflects the manner in which we see this concept, 
but other modalities, equally as pertinent, could be consid-
ered, provided they meet the objective of strengthening con-
fidence and transparency among States-parties.” 

S 7/8 
AM 

Netherlands The Peer Review mechanism aims at enhancing national im-
plementation, enhancing confidence between States Parties 
through transparency, sharing best practice and enhancing 
international cooperation. 

S 7/8 
AM 
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India The peer review concept is only at a nascent stage and it 
would be difficult to draw any definitive conclusions on its 
utility. Along with a number of other delegations, we are yet 
to be convinced about the concept of peer review as a means 
of assessing national implementation but we are not opposed 
to further discussion on the subject. 

S 7/8 
AM 

United 
States 

The United States has proposed a simple, three-part approach 
to addressing this situation collaboratively: 

(a) First, we need better information about what measures 
States Parties have in place, and what capacity gaps they 
face; 

(b) Second, we need to continue the ongoing process of de-
veloping clearer and more specific ‘common understandings’ 
to provide better guidance to Parties on the issues that need 
to be considered and approaches that have been shown to be 
effective; 

(c) And third, we need to bring technical and financial re-
sources to bear in a targeted way to build capacity and 
strengthen implementation, guided by those shared under-
standings. 

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom  

This CBM [CBM E] helps tell which States Parties have 
taken steps to implement the provisions of Article IV, and 
how they have gone about this in order to meet their own 
particular constitutional and contextual conditions; it also 
tells us who has not done so and this can help us all to iden-
tify those who might need assistance to draft and enact im-
plementing legislation. Similar considerations apply to pro-
viding a window on how a State Party approaches legislative 
and other governance arrangements to ensure appropriate 
biosafety and biosecurity measures. 

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

This CBM [CBM E] also encompasses measures that States 
Parties have taken (or not taken) to implement the provisions 
of Article III. 

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

Knowing which States Parties have implemented legislation, 
having an opportunity to review that legislation and other 
associated guidance helps give confidence over time that the 
Convention’s obligations are being met… Equally, knowing 
where the gaps are as indicated by CBM E can help those in 
a position to provide support to identify those States Parties 
that might benefit from assistance on building and maintain-
ing their national implementation capacities. 

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

…we should continue to use this Standing Agenda Item on 
national implementation as an opportunity to remind States 
Parties of their continuing commitments under the CBMs and 
of the assistance opportunities and packages that exist to help 
such States meet those commitments. 

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

Making these annual [CBM] returns must be seen as part of a 
State Party’s continuing efforts to implement the Convention 
and its associated commitments effectively …  

S 7/8 
PM 



 BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 

GE.14-14408 49 

Delegation Text Source 
   

United 
Kingdom 

…we repeat the call to those States Parties that have not done 
so… to submit their first CBM – having done so once clears 
the main obstacle to meeting that requirement and should 
make subsequent annual returns easier to compile.  

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
Kingdom 

Annual CBM returns offer an indication of a political com-
mitment to sustaining the Convention and its core provisions 
by, at the very least, the translation of the Convention’s core 
provisions into domestic law.  

S 7/8 
PM 

United 
States 

We see the concepts of “peer review,” “compliance assess-
ment,” and other voluntary transparency measures as oppor-
tunities to strengthen national implementation itself and to 
enhance transparency about that implementation, rather than 
as approaches to determining a Party’s compliance. 

WP.10 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

National implementation legislation is important as it demon-
strates political support for the BWC, and is useful in identi-
fying other implementation requirements such as training and 
assistance needs to strengthen biosecurity preparedness. This 
would also encourage investments in the field of biology and, 
most importantly, prevent biological weapons proliferation. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

There could also be value during the BWC intersessional 
period in identifying and exploring parallels in compliance 
requirements across different disarmament and non-
proliferation treaties and international agreements, to maxi-
mise synergies and take advantage of existing or planned 
measures. 

WP.11 

Switzerland This Convention is in need of stronger mechanisms for re-
solving concerns about implementation of, and compliance 
with, the BWC. The development of a legally-binding com-
pliance framework needs to be based on a careful identifica-
tion and thorough evaluation of practicable approaches in 
terms of their technical feasibility and effective capacity to 
address contemporary challenges of modern-day biology.  

As States Parties continue to explore options for developing a 
legally-binding compliance framework, it is important to 
strengthen the confidence-building measures and pursue vol-
untary approaches, such as the compliance assessment initia-
tive or the peer-review mechanism. These tools and initia-
tives could not only reinforce assurances of compliance, but 
potentially ease the way towards more stringent measures 
and mechanisms. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

The International Health Regulations core capacity monitor-
ing framework requires annual completion of a 28 page ques-
tionnaire requiring multi-agency involvement and covers ar-
eas such as national legislation, coordination, risk communi-
cation, and commitment. The questionnaire is voluntary, but 
the fulfilment of this obligation establishes compliance with 
the IHRs and supports national level BWC implementation. 

WP.11 
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Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

While there are many ongoing national programmes, changes 
in priorities and new developments can provide challenges to 
the implementation of such efforts. The importance of con-
nectivity through networking, cooperation/collaboration and 
coordination to promote capacity building cannot be over-
stated. Such activities are required at the national, sub-
regional, regional and international levels. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Identifying leaders and champions may help drive the im-
plementation of the Convention at the national level. En-
gagement with civil society and the establishment of public-
private partnerships can also play a positive role in building 
capacity. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Capacity-building will also be increased through training and 
awareness-raising activities. “Train the Trainer” is a useful 
and efficient method for reaching a wider group of ac-
tors/stakeholders (often separated geographically or by lan-
guage barriers), to facilitate the transfer of knowledge. Lo-
cal-based training could benefit from support by national 
and/or regional associations and organisations. 

WP.11 

France Enhancing national implementation, improving confidence 
amongst States Parties through increased transparency, shar-
ing good practices, providing the opportunity to develop in-
ternational cooperation, while fully respecting national sov-
ereignty, are the main benefits of this proposed peer review 
mechanism. 

WP.XX 

France France hopes that the organization of the peer review pilot 
exercise has played its role in dispelling possible concerns 
about the possible nature, scope and methods of a proposed 
peer review mechanism. It was also important, in doing so, to 
establish the wide degree of autonomy that BTWC States 
Parties would enjoy in defining the scope and purpose of a 
peer review that they could undertake to organize. 

WP.XX 

France …the aim of the work undertaken in this field [on peer-
review] remains… to prepare the ground for the possible 
consideration, at the Eighth Review Conference of establish-
ing such a voluntary mechanism within the BTWC frame-
work.  

WP.XX 

India A number of delegations have raised the issue of CBMs in 
the context of national implementation. We see CBMs are a 
tool for building transparency, trust and confidence among 
States Parties in the implementation of the Convention. We 
believe that it would not be productive to reopen the debates 
of the Review Conference regarding the role of the CBMs in 
the BWC regime. CBMs are not declarations and cannot be a 
tool to assess compliance, for which the only method is a 
legally binding mechanism with verification provisions. In 
any case, the consideration of CBMs in the intersessional 
process was completed last year. 

S 7/8 
AM 
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Iran (NAM) It is useful for States Parties to learn from each other by shar-
ing national experiences in the implementation of the Con-
vention and to collectively think about ways and means to 
enhance national implementation, including through regional 
and sub-regional cooperation. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Mexico The presentations and debates of the regional workshops on 
the implementation of the BWC in Central America and the 
Caribbean noted the need… for exchange of best practices 
with regional countries, as well as with WHO and 
INTERPOL  

S 7/8 
AM 

Mexico The presentations and debates of the regional workshops on 
the implementation of the BWC in Central America and the 
Caribbean noted the fundamental role of cooperation of 
countries in the region and international and regional organi-
zations in order to augment and better the national implemen-
tation of the instrument as well as to develop plans and pro-
grammes for biosecurity and bio risks. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

The importance of connectivity through networking, coopera-
tion/collaboration and coordination to promote capacity building 
cannot be overstated. Such activities are required at the national, 
sub-regional, regional and international levels. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Local-based training could benefit from support by national 
and/or regional associations and organisations. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Sub-regional and regional networks have an important role to play 
in helping to foster understanding and share lessons learned. 

WP.11 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of) 

All States Parties, in particular developed countries, should de-
velop necessary laws and regulations for full and effective imple-
mentation of Article X in which, all restrictions and limitations on 
cooperation and assistance be removed, and facilitate international 
cooperation, assistance and exchange under this Article. 

S 04/8 
AM 
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Kenya Engage governors, farmers, academia and public on 
biosecurity and biosafety programme. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Kenya Developing regulations on accreditation and registration of 
research institutes that will ensure biosecurity and biosafety. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Kenya Developing strategy for establishment of the national physi-
cal sciences research laboratory for engineering and new pro-
duction technologies. 

S 4/8 
AM 

China In favour of sharing best practices in monitoring biological 
risks … capacity should be enhanced to ensure biosafety … 
must have appropriate practitioners trained. 

The best way to achieve this is to have verifiable protocol in 
comprehensive manner  

 

S 4/8 
AM 

Mexico The presentations and debates of the regional workshops on 
the implementation of the BWC in Central America and the 
Caribbean noted the need… to develop plans for biosafety 
and biosecurity. 

S 7/8 
AM 

Canada Canada’s oversight of pathogens and toxins, under the Hu-
man Pathogens and Toxins Act (HPTA) and Regulations is 
designed as a comprehensive safety and security regime, 
which aims to protect the health and safety of the public 
against risks posed by human pathogens and toxins. Passing 
of the Act by the Canadian Parliament in 2009, further 
strengthened implementation of the BTWC. Likewise, pro-
posed regulations, requirements and supporting activities un-
der the Act will address multiple areas for strengthened 
pathogen and toxin oversight to further reduce the risks posed 
by activities being undertaken with human pathogens and 
toxins. 

Once the HPTA comes into full force in 2015, mandatory 
reporting of laboratory exposure incidents by all licence 
holders will become an important new mechanism to 
strengthen and expand Federal oversight of laboratory bio-
safety and biosecurity. In particular this requirement will 
provide for the collection of systematic evidence that can be 
used to guide and strengthen biosafety and biosecurity deci-
sion making aimed at earlier detection and improved preven-
tion and control of accidental or intention exposure to patho-
gens and toxins. Over time, standardised data on laboratory 
exposure incidents are expected to facilitate earlier detection 
of events and risk factors of concern and to improve timeli-
ness and accuracy of intervention and prevention measures to 
mitigate or prevent future incidents within facilities and 
across the laboratory community of practice. Likewise, these 
data will contribute evidence for pathogen and toxin risk as-

P 7/8 
AM 
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sessment and guide biosafety training, practices, and policies 
to target specific gaps and weaknesses. 

Japan ‘Hard measures’ such as laws and regulations are the basis to 
ensure biosecurity. However, a risk of over regulation, jeop-
ardizing public health and research and development for pre-
paredness and response, should be carefully considered. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Japan Multi-sectoral and interdisciplinary platform is crucial to pro-
mote discussion on biosecurity, as biosecurity is an interdis-
ciplinary agenda. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Chile, 
Colombia, 
Spain, 
Mexico 

…the Convention has not yet agreed to a document recom-
mending the characteristics of the facilities handling the bio-
logical agents that might be useful to State Parties nation-
wide. 

WP.6 

Chile, 
Colombia, 
Spain, 
Mexico 

The workshop participants have elaborated a questionnaire 
that might be useful in acquiring relevant information on the 
facilities dealing with biological agents on a national level… 
The questionnaire might be useful to strengthening the Con-
vention nationally as well as determining the minimum tech-
nical characteristics that would bestow reliability to the labo-
ratory identifying the biological agent by the country claim-
ing a possible biological attack in its territory and moreover 
in relation to the documentation to be provided by the State 
Parties when proposing an analytical and diagnostic facility. 

WP.6 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

Strong political will is needed to ensure effective national 
implementation of the BWC. A low political will results in 
the absence of appropriate legislation, administrative meas-
ures and a lack of funding, leading to a lack of infrastructure 
and appropriate training. An additional complication arises 
from the multi-agency nature of BWC implementation. 
Therefore, an appropriate agency that can assume ownership 
and constitute a central authority is required to establish effi-
cient coordination as well as biosafety and biosecurity meas-
ures. 

WP.11 

Australia, 
Japan, Ma-
laysia, Re-
public of 
Korea, 
Thailand 

National implementation requires a focus on national efforts 
to establish and apply measures to ensure biological agents 
are handled in a safe and secure way. The rapid developments 
in biological sciences make biosafety and biosecurity increas-
ingly important considerations. If there is a limited under-
standing of the BWC and/or a limited awareness of biosecu-
rity, the potential for deliberate or inadvertent mishandling of 
biological material, and for the proliferation of biological 
materials, expertise and technology to individuals or coun-
tries of concern, remains and may be exacerbated. 

WP.11 

United 
States 

The National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity 
(NSABB) in their 2009 report entitled “Enhancing Personnel 
Reliability among Individuals with Access to Select Agents 
defined personnel reliability measures as those insuring that 
“individuals granted access to sensitive materials are trust-
worthy, responsible, and stable, and can competently perform 
their duties.”   The NSABB, like many other expert bodies in 
the area of laboratory biosecurity, recognized the significant 

 P 7/8 
AM 
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importance of the “insider threat” to the security of danger-
ous biological agents and that one of the most effective ways 
to counter this threat is to hire and retain reliable staff mem-
bers.  

United 
States 

The U.S. applies step-wise approach to the application of 
personnel reliability requirements for work with biological 
materials: 

It is expected that any person working with an infectious 
agent has a basic background in safe laboratory techniques 
and has had adequate training in safe and ethical behavior.  
As a general workplace, the laboratory is covered by the U.S. 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration regulations 
which require that an employer provide his or her workers 
with an environment in which the risk of exposure to a work-
place hazard is adequately remediated.   

A small subset of all infectious agents are those considered to 
be of high risk to public health or agriculture.  This set of 
65 bacteria, viruses, and toxins is covered by the select agent 
regulations, which require additional safety, security, incident 
response, and inventory control measures at institutions 
where these materials are stored, used or transferred.  One of 
the select agent security requirements is that anyone applying 
for access to a select agent or toxin must undergo a security 
risk assessment by the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
prior to obtaining access, and every three years thereafter.   

For the select agents and toxins representing the highest risk 
to the public and agriculture, there must be a personnel reli-
ability program in place, in addition to the security risk as-
sessment provision.  For select agents of absolute highest 
concern, such as Variola virus, there are additional specific 
personnel reliability requirements, such as having a Top Se-
cret Security Clearance, in addition to being enrolled in the 
local personnel reliability program and maintaining a security 
risk assessment.  

P 7/8 
AM 

United 
States 

 

For pre-access suitability, the recommended minimum infor-
mation includes: home address, work, education, and crimi-
nal history, a resume or curriculum vitae (including scientific 
publications and affiliations), information on applicable pro-
fessional licensure or certification, Visa status (if the appli-
cant is not a U.S. national), and references, including contact 
information.  A formal, structured interview with the appli-
cant and an assessment of personal behavior and work prac-
tices is also highly recommended. 

P 7/8 
AM 

United 
States 

The Guidance document also contains information for enti-
ties to use in developing their self- and peer-reporting proce-
dures.  The types of information to be reported include condi-
tions or observed behaviors that may negatively impact an 
individual’s ability to work safely and securely with select 
agents and toxins.  The reporting system should be robust 
enough to allow for self-reporting, peer reporting, reporting 
by supervisors, and anonymous reporting.  It is critical that 
this system has an appropriate environment to respond to 
these reports and protect their sensitivity. 

P 7/8 
AM  
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United 
States 

 

The ongoing monitoring of suitability of individuals for ac-
cess can be accomplished through processes already in place, 
such as employee safety and performance reviews.  As part of 
this program, Responsible Officials should periodically re-
view all access records to ensure that those granted access 
have the appropriate training and are included in the required 
local oversight programs.  

P 7/8 
AM 

 5. Any potential further measures, as appropriate, relevant for 
implementation of the Convention 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Russian 
Federation 

Consideration should be given to examine opportunities for 
strengthening the Convention and improving its implementa-
tion based on the negotiating mandate agreed by consensus at 
the BWC Special Conference in 1994. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

Consideration should be given to those issues on which there 
is likely to be broad agreement or consensus. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

It should be recalled that the 1994 negotiating mandate con-
tains a lot of flexibility and does not presuppose the outcome 
of negotiations or the shape of a future legally binding in-
strument. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

Such a legally binding instrument would not supplant the 
Convention but would create added value for States Parties 
by setting up enabling mechanisms for cooperation, for assis-
tance and protection, and for national implementation 
thereby strengthening the Convention and improving its im-
plementation. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

It is proposed that challenge/complaint procedures relevant 
to Article VI of the Convention, if and when initiated by one 
State Party against another, should continue to be addressed 
by the mechanism specified in Article VI (namely, lodging a 
complaint with the UN Security Council). 

S 7/8 
PM 

Russian 
Federation 

Consideration should be given to the following thematic ar-
eas as being part of a legally binding instrument in the fur-
ther consideration of these ideas: 

(a) Investigations of alleged use of biological or toxin weap-
ons (initiated by the affected State Party and conducted on its 
territory). 

(b) Investigations of suspicious outbreaks of disease or toxin 
poisoning (initiated by an affected State Party and conducted 
on its territory) 

(c) Promoting international cooperation for peaceful pur-
poses 

(d) Assistance and protection against biological and toxin 
weapons 

S 7/8 
PM 
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(e) Confidence building measures (existing or potentially 
enhanced formats) 

(f) National implementation 

(g) Monitoring science and technology developments 

Russian 
Federation 

Consideration should also be given to the structure of a fu-
ture Organisation for the Prohibition of Biological Weapons 
(and the size of its Technical Secretariat) that would be nec-
essary to implement a legally binding instrument. 

S 7/8 
PM 

Iran (NAM) Compliance with the Convention is a concept different from 
national implementation. In an international legal instrument 
such as the BWC, the assurance of compliance with the Con-
vention's provisions has to be undertaken collectively 
through appropriate multilateral verification arrangements. In 
the past, useful work has been done in this regard under the 
BWC in the Ad-hoc Group and NAM continues to attach 
high importance to preserving and eventually resuming that 
work. 

While the Group recalls its position on proposals related to 
compliance assessments, reiterates that such proposals should 
not distract the attention of States Parties away from 
strengthening the Convention in all its aspects including the 
need for a verification mechanism. NAM and Other States 
Parties to the Convention reiterate the importance of multi-
lateral negotiations aimed at concluding a non-
discriminatory, legally binding agreement, including on veri-
fication provisions, dealing with all the Articles of the Con-
vention in a balanced and comprehensive manner. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of)  

As repeatedly reaffirmed by the BWC Review Conferences, 
the use of biological and toxin weapons is a violation of Arti-
cle I of the Convention. In this regard and in accordance with 
the final document of BWC Seventh Review Conference, we 
call upon all States Parties that have not withdrawn their res-
ervations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol, to do so without fur-
ther delay. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of)  

On compliance assessment, we believe that compliance with 
the Convention is a concept different from national imple-
mentation. The assurance of compliance with the Conven-
tion's provisions has to be undertaken collectively through an 
appropriate multilateral verification mechanism. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran 
(Islamic 
Republic 
of)  

All States Parties, in particular developed countries, should 
develop necessary laws and regulations for full and effective 
implementation of Article X in which, all restrictions and 
limitations on cooperation and assistance be removed, and 
facilitate international cooperation, assistance and exchange 
under this Article. 

S 4/8 
AM 

United 
States 

Maintaining and promoting confidence that parties are abid-
ing by their commitments is essential to any treaty.  The 
BWC poses special challenges in this regard.  The broad na-
ture of its obligations, the intent-based nature of the Article I 
prohibition, the inherently dual-use nature and widespread 

WP.10 
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availability of the materials and technology in question, and 
the potential significance of even small quantities of patho-
genic material all combine to render traditional arms control 
approaches to enhancing assurance ineffectual.   

United 
States 

The increased significance in recent years of non-state actors 
as an element of the international biological weapons (BW) 
threat the Convention seeks to address exacerbates this prob-
lem.  As a result, there is no simple “checklist” of specific 
actions or activities that may be applied to determine that a 
State Party is complying with all its obligations under the 
Convention. 

WP.10 

United 
States 

While a definitive compliance “checklist” is not possible, it 
is certainly possible to identify key elements that might be 
taken into consideration in evaluating compliance.  Any such 
judgment must consider the basic obligations of the Conven-
tion.  Compliance requires a State Party to refrain from cer-
tain actions (e.g., developing, stockpiling, or transferring 
biological weapons) set out in Articles I and III.  It also re-
quires a Party to take a number of actions, the most critical of 
which are: 

• To eliminate any existing biological weapons or related facili-
ties, in accordance with Article II. 

• To establish appropriate measures to ensure that the Party 
never transfers biological weapons to any recipient, directly or 
indirectly, or in any way assists in the acquisition of biological 
weapons.  In general, this is accomplished through efficient 
and effective national export licensing systems to ensure that 
materials are only exported for permitted purposes.  Given the 
Convention’s intent-based prohibition, flexible “catch-all” 
provisions are an essential element of such systems. 

• To adopt “any necessary measures” to “prohibit and prevent” 
anyone under a Party’s jurisdiction or control from develop-
ing, acquiring, or stockpiling biological weapons. 

To be effective, laws and regulations should be clear, en-
forceable, and actively   enforced.  They should prohibit con-
duct proscribed by the Convention, and provide for meaning-
ful penalties to deter such action, but they should also aim to 
prevent such action.  Such prevention requires a Party to ex-
ercise some mixture of oversight, regulation, and outreach 
for certain permitted activities in order to guard against mis-
use.  Examples include regulations on biosafety, biosecurity, 
and oversight on the possession, use, and transfer of biologi-
cal agents and toxins that have the potential to pose a severe 
threat. 

WP.10 

United 
States 

The threat of biological weapons acquisition and use by non-
state actors has become increasingly clear and relevant.  Ac-
cordingly, the importance of Articles III and IV as elements 
of State Parties’ compliance with the Convention is greater 
than it once was.  Thus, our collective thinking about com-
pliance with the BWC and how to demonstrate it must take 
into account this fundamental shift in the BW threat. 

WP.10 
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United 
States 

It is often not possible to reach a definitive conclusion about 
whether or not another Party is fully complying with its obli-
gations under the Convention, nor is it easy to envision a 
mechanism that would substantially change this situation.  As 
a result, the question that confronts States Parties is ulti-
mately about the level of confidence we share in the compli-
ance of States Parties, individually and collectively – or, put 
another way, the level of concern we have about non-
compliance. 

WP.10 

United 
States 

Confidence in compliance can be increased through greater 
transparency regarding activities and national implementa-
tion (where current transparency measures are most notably 
weak).  Means of enhancing transparency include providing 
and regularly updating information through the existing 
mechanisms of confidence-building measures (CBMs), the 
National Implementation Database (NID), compliance re-
ports submitted to BWC Review Conferences, and making 
available information contained in 1540 Reports and 
VERTIC legislative surveys. 

WP.10 

United 
States 

Article V provides a valuable mechanism for enhancing as-
surances of compliance.  It may be valuable to develop illus-
trative examples of options Parties might employ in address-
ing doubts and ambiguities during Article V consultations. 

WP.10 

United 
States 

While it might be possible to develop elements to lend 
greater structure to the process of raising questions and con-
cerns under Article V, such as timelines for responses, on the 
whole the flexible nature of Article V is an asset and should 
be preserved 

WP.10 

United 
States 

 

Mutually agreed, voluntarily hosted visits to sites of concern 
have long been an option that is available to States Parties to 
address questions or concerns, and may or may not prove 
useful, depending on the nature of the concern and the behav-
ior of the States Parties involved.  It would be counterpro-
ductive to develop detailed rules or processes for such visits, 
as flexibility is critical. 

WP.10 
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Brazil Brazil fully agrees that international assistance is needed in 
many situations, but we also affirm our position that any de-
mand for the provision of support in response to a biological 
attack has to be upon the request of the affected State. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Indonesia Indonesia is of the view that States Parties’ national prepar-
edness contributes to international capabilities for response, 
investigation and mitigation of outbreaks of disease, includ-
ing those due to alleged use of biological or toxin weapons. 

S 4/8 
AM 

India …the lack of a comprehensive Protocol to strengthen imple-
mentation of all aspects of the BWC has created a gap in the 
international community’s capacity to respond effectively to 
provide assistance to States Parties to the BWC. 

S 4/8 
AM 

India An event relating to a violation of the BWC is more than a 
public health emergency under the IHR (2005). While coor-
dination and cooperation with relevant UN bodies such as the 
WHO, FAO, OIE, etc. are important complementary meas-
ures, the lack of an institutional mechanism to provide assis-
tance remains a concern to the international community. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Kenya There is need for the… provision of equipment for emer-
gency response in case of a suspected biological weapons 
attack 

S 4/8 
AM 

Malaysia Malaysia firmly believes that Article VII and Article X of the 
Convention can be implemented in such a way allowing 
States to undertake, facilitate and participate in the fullest 
possible exchange of equipment, materials, scientific and 
technological information and at the same time ensure effi-
cient mobilization and maximum utilization of resources. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Algeria States Parties should look at the ways and means of attribut-
ing assistance efficiently, and this needs to be done in a 
rapid, prompt manner. An urgent intervention might be 
needed in a timely manner. For this purpose, WHO, OIE, 
FAO and UN organisation involvement should be considered. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Iran (NAM) Although this Article has not been yet invoked, the interna-
tional community should be prepared to face such a situation 
well in advance and to dispatch emergency assistance in case 
of use of bacteriological (biological) or toxin weapons, and 
also provide humanitarian assistance in case of the threat of 
use of such weapons, to the requesting State Party. 

S 4/8 
PM 
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Iran (NAM) …an international detailed procedure and mechanism for 
timely, effectively and adequately response needs to be de-
veloped. In this context, the following elements should be 
considered in such mechanism:  

1. Preparing an inventory of the types of assistance that the 
States Parties could provide, 

2. Establishing a data bank containing freely available infor-
mation concerning various means of protection against bacte-
riological (biological) and toxin weapons,  

3. Information on the kind of assistance that States Parties 
could provide in response to a request for assistance, 

4. Providing the equipment  related to the means of protec-
tion against the use of biological weapons to the requesting  
State Party without  restrictions, 

5. Establishing a fund for assistance to concerned States Par-
ties in particular to developing countries, 

6. Promoting capacity building through the more active co-
operation with relevant  regional and sub-regional organiza-
tions that have mandates relevant to assistance and protection 
against biological weapons. Such cooperation could include 
joint exercise and training, including by the use of e-learning 
modules, 

S 4/8 
PM 

Iran (NAM) …upon the request of the concerned State Party, the capaci-
ties and experiences of UN and relevant international organi-
zations should be identified and used, within their mandates. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Iran (NAM) …each State Party should facilitate, and shall have the right 
to participate in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, 
material and scientific and technological information con-
cerning means of protection against bacteriological (biologi-
cal) and toxin weapons. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Iran (NAM) The States Parties should also have the right to conduct re-
search into, develop, produce, acquire, transfer or use means 
of protection against bacteriological (biological) and toxin 
weapons, for purposes not prohibited under the Convention. 
In this regard, developed countries should assist developing 
states parties through providing required technology and re-
sources, as well as sharing experiences, expertise and labora-
tory cooperation. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA We must understand that the primary responsibility for assist-
ing its population lies with the Member State. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA When the capacity of the affected community or society to 
cope is overwhelmed by the humanitarian impact of the 
emergency, regional and international assistance can be re-
quested. Such assistance is only provided with consent and 
upon request of the affected State and can entail the direct or 
indirect provision of goods and services to the affected popu-
lation on the part of international actors. 

S 4/8 
PM 
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OCHA In the case of biological… incidents specific technical assis-
tance can be provided on public health, environmental, food 
security or logistical issues as part of the overall humanitar-
ian response. Additionally, coordination support can be pro-
vided to assist Member States in assessing needs, mapping 
population movements, coordinating incoming relief, estab-
lishing communication with affected communities and setting 
up mechanisms for humanitarian organizations coordination 
with military and civil defence and protection assets. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA …taking the case of a biological or toxin weapons incident, it 
is evident that significant expertise rests with the military. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA … foreign Military and Civil Defence Assets deployed to 
support a biological and toxin weapon-related emergency can 
include specialised personnel and equipment such as detec-
tion, containment and decontamination capability, aircraft, 
helicopters, ships, field hospitals and water purification units. 
Any such deployment of foreign military and civil defence 
assets should be provided in accordance with the humanitar-
ian principles and international guidelines, ensuring their use 
supports and complements ongoing civilian relief operations 
without compromising principled humanitarian action and 
the civilian character of humanitarian operations. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA Without explicit or detailed assessment of all the possible 
implications of a biological or toxin weapon incident to the 
humanitarian response system, it is clear that such an inci-
dent poses a number of practical and policy challenges for 
the humanitarian community. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA …there is generally a low level of awareness within the hu-
manitarian system about the specificities of nuclear weapon 
detonation events or its ability to respond to them. This con-
clusion would almost certainly apply also to situations in-
volving the use of biological or toxin weapons. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA …because of the specificities of such an event, the humani-
tarian system would likely take longer to deploy than in a 
natural disaster scenario. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OCHA   Better operational preparedness will enable us to respond 
timely and effectively to humanitarian needs in a context 
where a Member State may have been affected by a biologi-
cal or toxin weapons incident. 

S 4/8 
PM 

ICRC An international humanitarian response to assist the victims 
of use of CBRN weapons would prove to be an extremely 
complex exercise.  

S 4/8 
PM 

ICRC …there is an important distinction between assistance to a 
State and assistance to victims as part of a humanitarian re-
sponse 

S 4/8 
PM 

ICRC In case of alleged use of CBRN weapons, a response to assist 
the victims may be perceived as a verification of use 

S 4/8 
PM 
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ICRC There are political and security implications for any organi-
zation or agency that, whilst responding to an outbreak of 
disease, comes into possession of information pertaining to 
whether the outbreak resulted from a deliberate release. The 
relevant questions are: Who gathers this information? To 
whom is it reported? Who analyses it? Who ‘owns’ it? Who 
makes the judgement about whether the epidemic results 
from an intentional act or not? Who breaks the news? To 
what extent is patient confidentiality at stake? To what extent 
does an organization such as the ICRC have to compromise 
on its traditional policy of confidentiality?  

S 4/8 
PM 

ICRC The complexity of mounting an international response to as-
sist victims of use of biological weapons, and the potentially 
very limited impact of any response, underscores the vital 
importance of continued preventive work by States Parties to 
the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OIE OIE signed a memorandum of understanding with UNODA, 
detailing when and under what circumstances OIE would 
provide experts for United Nations Security General (UN 
SG) Mechanism missions, as well as the modalities of joint 
training. 

S 4/8 
PM 

WHO The public health consequences of a CBW agent being used 
intentionally necessitates preparedness. WHO recognizes its 
potential role and has developed operations for deliberate 
events. WHO has an obligation (WHA54.14 and WHA55.16) 
to build capacity towards CBRN preparedness in Member 
States. WHO's approach is through public health system im-
provement and the International Health Regulations (2005). 
And there is also a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Office for Disarmament Affairs on the UN Secretary General 
Mechanism for Investigating Alleged use of chemical bio-
logical and toxin weapons. 

S 4/8 
PM 

WHO The International Health Regulations (2005) does not distin-
guish events as natural, deliberate, or accidental, which are 
instead distinguished by hazards (infectious, chemical, radio-
logical, foodborne, etc.). It has two fundamental components: 
internationally coordinating monitoring, information sharing 
and response; and strengthening of the core public health 
capabilities of countries to detect, assess, respond and re-
cover in every single country, including at points of entry. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OPCW Under Article 9 or under Article 10 of the CWC, an investi-
gation of alleged use can be launched. Each State Party has 
the right to request and to receive assistance and protection if 
it considers that: a) chemical weapons have been used against 
it; b) riot control agents have been used against it as a 
method of warfare; or c) it is threatened by actions or activi-
ties that are prohibited for States Parties by Article I. 

S 4/8 
PM 
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OPCW On the authority of the Director General of the OPCW, an 
assistance, coordination and assessment team (ACAT team) 
can be deployed. Once their report has been completed, the 
team– at the demand of the receiving State– can remain in-
country to provide assistance. 

S 4/8 
PM 

OPCW OPCW carries out a wide series of capacity building events 
throughout the year, such as international courses, na-
tional/regional training, specialized courses, train-the-trainer 
courses, table top and practical exercises; these activities fall 
under Article X, paragraph 5 of the CWC. 

S 4/8 
PM 

UNODA Unlike the CWC, the Biological Weapons Convention 
(BWC) has no equivalent investigating authority of alleged 
use. It is therefore particularly important to ensure that the 
SGM is effectively operational in the biological area. 
UNODA has cooperative relations and agreements with rele-
vant international organizations such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the World Organization for Animal 
Health (OIE) in support of the SGM. 

P 4/8 
PM 

Germany Problems / Key issues – Detection phase 

1. Transport of samples to international reference centres 
may be delayed due to IATA regulations (CatA transport not 
possible or refused) 

2. Sharing of strains… among international reference centres 
is difficult due to dual-use regulations (long export control 
process, greater than 3 months) 

P 4/8 
PM 

Germany Problems / Key issues – response phase 

1. In country logistics 

2. On-site infrastructure required (tent, rooms, power) 

3. Biosafety and biosecurity on site (samples often not prop-
erly packaged) 

4. Shipment of samples (tested positive) for safe storage out-
side the country 

5. Security of staff (health security, accidents, infections, 
other illness, repatriation difficult) 

P 4/8 
PM 

South 
Africa 

There are two sets of issues of contention with regard to Ar-
ticle VII: the need for a procedure for assistance and the pos-
sible relationship between Article VII and Article X. 

S 4/8 
PM 

South 
Africa 

It is suggested that States Parties consider a set of guidelines 
to aid a State Party when submitting an application for assis-
tance to the UN Security Council. The guidelines provided in 
WP.9 could be useful in this regard. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Brazil Assistance, under Article VII of the Convention, refers to an 
emergency case, when a biological attack has been launched 
against a country with no means and resources, at the na-
tional level, to mitigate its effects. 

S 4/8 
PM 
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Brazil Reaffirm that any demand for the provision of support in re-
sponse to a biological attack has to be upon the request of the 
affected State. 

S 4/8 
PM 

United 
States 

In many cases, a biological weapons attack might not ini-
tially be recognised as a deliberate event. Even if it is, Article 
VII guarantees will not formally be triggered until after a 
Security Council decision. So the initial international re-
sponse will almost always be a public health response. 

S 4/8 
PM 

United 
States 

There are real impediments to the rapid and coordinated pro-
vision of assistance that affect such responses and will also, 
unless they are addressed, impede out ability to effectively 
honour our article VII obligations. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Canada Canada recalls that a number of very good agreements were 
made at the 2010 Meeting of States Parties and the Seventh 
Review Conference.  For example, States Parties noted that 
there are differences among countries in terms of their ca-
pacities to respond to an alleged use of a biological weapon, 
and emphasized the value of assisting other States Parties by, 
inter alia, enhancing relevant capabilities, strengthening hu-
man resources, and sharing appropriate and effective prac-
tices.  States Parties also noted the value of, inter alia, a co-
ordinated government approach in emergency management; 
addressing the full range of possible implications; establish-
ing clear channels of communication; and accessing expert 
advice, when conducting an investigation.  Furthermore, 
States Parties agreed on the value of working to improve ef-
fective cooperation between the law enforcement health sec-
tors… the Canadian delegation recommends the analysis of 
the 2010 MSP report, and proposes that relevant agreements 
be brought forward for further consideration at the 2014 
MSP, 2015 meeting, and the Eighth Review Conference. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Australia Close cooperation between the Biological Weapons Conven-
tion community and the global health community is invalu-
able. […] Preparedness is key, whether to respond to a natu-
rally-occurring, accidental, or a deliberate release incident. 

S 4/8 
PM 

France A number of points on Article VII necessitate further clarifi-
cation. In this regard, a number of paths to operationalize 
Article VII are proposed in the relevant Non-Paper. 

S 4/8 
PM 

Ukraine The specific sphere of interaction should cover all aspects of 
protection against bio-threats starting from the determination 
of future threats, problems of indication, timely notification, 
decontamination, and development of efficient vaccines, pro-
viding proper medical assistance and some other areas of 
work. 

S 5/8 
AM 
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India […] views Article VII assistance as a legal obligation of 
States Parties, as clearly laid out in the Convention and as 
agreed in previous Review Conference documents. Assurance 
of prompt emergency and humanitarian assistance to an af-
fected state party is one of the key pillars of the Convention 
and is essential to underline the concrete benefits of acces-
sion to the Convention and is thus relevant for this universal-
ity. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India Essentially, investigation of alleged use procedures can run 
parallel to assistance and is not a precondition.   

S 8/8 
AM 

India Assistance should be broadly defined: coordination and de-
livery to state part requesting assistance including the follow-
ing: detection equipment, including biosensors, alarm 
equipment, protective equipment, decontamination equip-
ment and decontaminants, prophylactic; diagnostic and 
therapeutic medical measures and materials and associated 
equipment and exchange of information and technology re-
garding assistance. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India It is clear that the lack of a comprehensive Protocol to 
strengthen implementation of all aspects of the BWC has 
created a gap in the international community’s capacity to 
respond effectively to provide assistance to States Parties to 
the BWC. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India An event relating to violation of the BWC is more than a 
public health emergency under the IHR (2005). While coor-
dination and cooperation with relevant UN bodies such as the 
WHO, FAO, OIE, etc. are important complementary meas-
ures, the lack of an institutional mechanism to provide assis-
tance remains a concern to the international community. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India India in particular would like to mention the creation of a 
separate data base in the ISU on Article VII assistance, dif-
ferent from the Assistance and Cooperation Database. This 
new database could be established by the ISU on the BWC 
website accessible to States Parties to include agreed proce-
dures for States Parties to seek assistance – such procedures 
should not be linked with procedures for requesting investi-
gation of alleged use, but allow for States Parties to seek as-
sistance based on information concerning various means of 
protection, offers of assistance made by other States Parties, 
including material, equipment, advise, technology and finan-
cial offers. This database could also include contact points in 
the States Parties – both providers of assistance and first us-
ers of assistance and relevant international organizations. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India A trust fund could be created. S 8/8 
AM 

India States Parties in cooperation with relevant international or-
ganizations could also consider a tabletop exercise to im-
prove coordination, awareness and improve response times in 
case of actual events of requests for assistance under Arti-
cle VII. 

S 8/8 
AM 
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Netherlands We need to get a better understanding on how to respond if a 
biological weapon were to be used. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Netherlands In practice what happens is: if there is an outbreak of an in-
fectious disease or another incident with biological agents, 
the first priority is to aid the ones affected. The question 
whether the incident with biological agents is the result of 
natural causes, an accident or an intentional action has to be 
answered later, although it will be necessary to determine the 
cause of the incident. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Netherlands International organizations, such as the WHO, the World Or-
ganization for Animal Health and FAO are well prepared to 
give immediate assistance if an incident occurs. Moreover 
States Parties have their own organizations and procedures to 
provide and support assistance.  

S 8/8 
AM 

Netherlands On a national basis the Netherlands has developed the so 
called Environmental Assessment Module (EAM) to contrib-
ute to disaster relied upon request. After a disaster, thee ef-
fects on the environment and public health can be assessed 
quickly and comprehensively… The EAM will be deployed 
at the request of the UN or other international organizations 
wishing to make use of the expertise it provides. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Netherlands …it will be important to further develop international mecha-
nisms for forensic investigation to the cause of an incident. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Pakistan  …Pakistan recalls the final declaration on Article VII, of the 
Seventh Review Conference, which clearly states the respon-
sibility of all State Parties to the Convention for provision of 
timely and effective assistance, irrespective of whether the 
disease outbreak has occurred naturally or has been deliber-
ately caused, and that such timely and effective assistance 
should also cover diseases and toxins that may harm humans, 
animals, plants, or the environment. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Pakistan  …The Secretary-General’s mechanism however, does not 
substitute the need for a dedicated verification mechanism 
for the Convention which would ensure that biological and 
toxin weapons are never developed, produced, stockpiled or 
otherwise acquired or retained, thereby precluding their use 
by States Parties. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Pakistan Pakistan believes that the only credible and sustainable 
method of strengthening the Convention is through multilat-
eral negotiations aimed at concluding a non-discriminatory, 
legally binding agreement, including on verification provi-
sions, dealing with all the Articles of the Convention in a 
balanced and comprehensive manner. 

S 4/8 
AM 

Pakistan The outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus in West-Africa is a 
stark reminder of the obligation of all States Parties to pro-
vide timely and effective assistance in order to combat out-
breaks of diseases, whether natural, accidental or deliberate, 
those harm humans, animals and plants. 

S 8/8 
AM 
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Pakistan There is an ever-pressing need for development of a detailed 
mechanism for provision of timely and effective assistance in 
wake of disease outbreak or an attack employing biological 
and toxins weapons. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Pakistan We note that the Secretary-General’s mechanism has never 
been invoked for investigation of alleged use of biological 
and toxins weapons. We would, therefore, request the Im-
plementation Support Unit (ISU) to prepare a detailed infor-
mation paper, ahead of the upcoming MSP in December 
2014, focusing on the complete procedure and mechanism 
that would come into play, if the provisions of Article VII 
were invoked by a State Party. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Pakistan Such a focused information paper, in our view, would help 
the States Parties to better understand the Secretary-
General’s mechanism as well as to ascertain their respective 
capabilities and subsequent requirements for assistance, in 
order to: detect quickly; effectively respond to; and recover 
from, the alleged use of biological or toxin weapons. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Pakistan In conclusion, Pakistan would like to reiterate that the Secre-
tary-General’s mechanism does not substitute the need for a 
dedicated verification mechanism for the Convention. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
States 

…WHO’s critical role in coordinating the Global Outbreak 
Alert and Response Network, GOARN is a collaboration of 
existing institutions and networks for the rapid identification 
of, and response to, outbreaks of international importance, 
and one of the key mechanisms for international outbreak 
response. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
States 

These [Security Council] deliberations are important – they 
determine whether Article VII is formally activated – so get-
ting necessary information to this body is essential. But at the 
same time, it is important to recall that a number of States 
Parties have expressed their willingness to provide assistance 
in advance of a Security Council decision, or in cases where 
the perpetrator is not a Party to the Convention. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
States 

…it seems to us that a request for assistance should not only 
be submitted to the Secretary-General, but also shared with 
all States Parties through the ISU. It might also make sense 
for the request to include additional details on assistance 
needs where possible. In particular, it should include a point 
of contact for those wishing to provide immediate assistance. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
States 

…in order for any requests to be effectively fulfilled, States 
Parties must address legal, regulatory, and logistical chal-
lenges to providing and receiving international assistance 

S 8/8 
AM 

Switzerland Article VII requires and implies a significant level of coordi-
nation to match needs and offers for assistance in case a 
States Party has been exposed to a danger. Coordination 
raises the issue of the development of standard procedures 
where appropriate and possible, an issue that will require 
further work and consideration. 

S 8/8 
AM 
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Switzerland Regarding the Convention itself, coordination mechanisms 
are currently lacking within this framework apart from bilat-
eral consultations, In our view, it is important to keep in 
mind that assistance and coordination capabilities can be 
provided in cooperation with other relevant international or-
ganizations, such as the WHO, FAO and OIE. We believe it 
is important for States Parties to be aware of this fact and to 
seek to complement existing efforts without unnecessary du-
plications. That said, more work still needs to be done with 
regard to the provisions of assistance and coordination with 
relevant organization, including coordination within the UN 
system. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Switzerland …cooperation and assistance measures taken under Article X 
as well as certain elements of national implementation of the 
Convention may foster capacity building with regard to ef-
fective response and mitigation capabilities under Article 
VII. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Australia …it is important for all members states of the BWC to focus 
on how to strengthen procedures and mechanisms for provid-
ing assistance, including ensuring such requests are framed 
in a way that members states can readily respond to. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Australia …we want to avoid duplication of efforts and clearly, it is 
crucial that we need to build up respective national capaci-
ties. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Australia We also want to ensure we have a workable system in place. I 
was very interested, in this regard, to hear the idea of mem-
bers states undertaking a possible table top exercise, raised 
by our distinguished Indian colleague earlier today. This is a 
suggestion that bears further consideration, along with the 
conducting of practical workshops, perhaps on a regional 
basis, that delves further into this issue. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Australia We agree the types of assistance that could be provided could 
usefully be submitted to the ISU’s Article X database. And 
this could be drawn on by states parties. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Japan The basic policy of the Government of Japan on countermea-
sures against biological events is based on the following five 
basic principles for maintaining a state of readiness. These 
principles consist of a basic part of the capabilities to imple-
ment Article VII nationally and internationally, and will en-
able it to react in a prompt and effective manner to a biologi-
cal event.  

 (a) Strengthen the public health care system through the im-
plementation of infectious diseases countermeasures and vac-
cine stockpiling, 

(b) Strengthen cooperation between relevant organizations 
and enhance their response readiness; 

(c) Strengthen security and precautionary measures for the 
prevention of terrorist attacks and the control of biological 
agents; 

S 8/8 
AM 
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(d) Strengthen the response capacities of the police, the self-
defence forces, the fire department, the coast guard and other 
relevant organizations; 

(e) Provide accurate and timely information to the public. 

Russian 
Federation 

There is a lack of a clear understanding and definition of 
what exact, specific types of assistance should be provided, 
in what volume, by States Parties in the event of a corre-
sponding decision by the UN Security Council. There is no 
clear definition of who coordinates such assistance and who 
would also send it; how duplication could be avoided in the 
assistance provided, which could also come from other inter-
national organizations. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Russian 
Federation 

What we need here is a corresponding organization [to the 
OPCW] with all the integral components and elements of 
such an organization. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Mexico Protocols to be followed in the event of the use of a biologi-
cal agent or toxin weapon should be clear, providing imme-
diate support… We need to build national capacity in terms 
of cooperation under the Convention, with a view to formu-
lating tools for sampling, epidemiological information, re-
search, and also diagnosis and detection techniques and 
equipment. We need to generate appropriate technical knowl-
edge and establish international, regional and national net-
works of laboratories. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India It is the right of a States Party to seek assistance and we be-
lieve that this assistance should be provided in as prompt a 
manner as possible. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India National capacity to receive assistance and use assistance as 
effectively as possible is a worthy aspiration but it cannot be 
a condition for receiving assistance. 

S 8/8 
AM 

India The national laws, regulation and constitutional procedures 
will never be identical. You cannot have a single standard for 
effective command and control. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba Cuba recognises the importance of coordination and provi-
sion of appropriate assistance and in regard to specialised 
knowledge, information, protection, detection, decontamina-
tion, prophylactic equipment, medical equipment and other 
types of equipment which may be necessary to help States 
Parties who so request in the event that they are exposed to a 
threat as a result of a violation of the Convention. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba We agree that States Parties and international organizations 
should be ready to provide timely emergency assistance in 
the event of use of biological and toxin weapons and also to 
provide humanitarian assistance in the event of the threat of 
use of such weapons, if so requested by the States Party. 

S 8/8 
AM 



BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 

70 GE.14-14408 

Delegation Text Source 
   

Cuba While recognising the contribution of the United Nations and 
international organizations in coordinating and mobilizing 
the delivery of assistance and support we do emphasise that 
the role of such organizations is complementary in nature and 
consistent with their respective mandate and cannot take the 
place of States Parties. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba Cuba reiterates the importance of providing the Convention 
with an institutional mechanism and the involvement of the 
UN Security Council reduces the possibility of developing 
measures within the Convention to strengthen Article VII. 
The Convention needs an institutional mechanism to provide 
a response, in terms of assistance, to States which have been 
exposed to threat by a violation of the Convention. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba The Secretary-General’s mechanism is an international insti-
tutional mechanism to investigate cases of suspected use. It 
is not clear how the mechanism would function in such an 
event because Article VII has never been invoked. 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba We support the provision of an institutional mechanism that 
is multilaterally agreed upon, that is non-discriminatory or 
selective, and consistent with the Convention to investigate 
alleged use that also includes affective and detailed mecha-
nisms to provide assistance resulting from collective agree-
ments 

S 8/8 
AM 

Cuba (a) a detailed procedure for the provision of assistance and 
cooperation for States Parties under the Convention…  

(B) the establishment of a databank… 

(c) a voluntary fund 

(d) the provision by the Secretariat, at the request of a States 
Party, of advisory services 

(e) means to improve and build capacity for protecting 
against biological weapons. 

S 8/8 
AM 

United 
Kingdom 

Records of the original Convention negotiations from 1968 
to 1971 make it clear, that `assistance’ means essentially that 
medical or relief assistance would be provided on request. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

… the United Kingdom recommends that appropriate lan-
guage is elaborated in a common understanding agreed by 
the Meeting of States Parties for subsequent incorporation in 
the Eighth Review Conference Final Declaration Article-by-
Article Review section, for example: 

“States Parties reached a common understanding that the 
term ‘assistance’ in Article VII of the Convention means 
medical, or associated relief such as that including expertise, 
information, protection, detection, decontamination, and 
other equipment, provided on request in the event that a State 
Party believes it has been exposed to danger as a result of a 
violation of the Convention.” 

WP.1 
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United 
Kingdom 

…“exposed to danger” means circumstances involving the 
use or threat of use of biological or toxin weapons when: 

(a) Biological or toxin weapons have been used or suspected 
of being used by any State(s) or other entity against a State 
Party;  

(b) A State Party is threatened by actions or activities of any 
State or other entity that are prohibited for States Parties by 
Article I.’ 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

It is quite likely that in the first instance the capabilities of 
the WHO, OIE or FAO to mobilise responses to outbreaks of 
infectious disease of international concern will be the princi-
pal means of responding to an Article VII-relevant incident. 
Thus any discussion of the practical aspects of implementing 
Article VII must consider carefully the extent to which the 
WHO and the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network, 
and other intergovernmental organisations, are best placed as 
the primary responders, and the extent to which further assis-
tance is required to enhance rather than duplicate their capa-
bilities. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

… the United Kingdom believes that it would be useful to 
break the problem down into three component parts: 

(a) What could and should a State Party do nationally to deal 
with a threat or actual use of biological or toxin weapons, 
including identification of advice on actions and procedures 
that it should adopt for its own first responder capabilities? 

(b) How do we determine the sorts of assistance that would 
be required from States Parties and international organisa-
tions and who could provide it? 

(c) What are the challenges to providing that advice in order 
to expedite the necessary assistance and how do we address 
these most effectively?  

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

… national, regional and international efforts relevant to Ar-
ticle X seeking to improve further national and regional ca-
pabilities for infectious disease control will also help make 
Article VII more effective. It therefore makes sense to keep 
both Articles in mind as we work through the issues affecting 
responses to the use of biological and toxin weapons. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Building and sustaining a national capacity requires effective 
coordination and integration of cross-governmental planning 
and response as the skills, expertise and knowledge required 
are highly unlikely to reside in a single government ministry 
or agency. 

WP.1 
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United 
Kingdom 

The development of an effective detection capability is an 
exceptionally challenging task and there is no single univer-
sal solution. Relevant capabilities include: 

1. Development and availability of reliable and affordable 
wide area detection capabilities, in combination with disease 
and syndrome reporting through health monitoring that could 
alert authorities to a biological event. 

2. Primed and sustained vigilance in the clinical and veteri-
nary communities to spot and report the signs of high-impact 
disease outbreaks.  

3. Development of cost-effective rapid diagnostics tests.  

4. Availability of accurate mapping to help pinpoint the 
source or sources of the outbreak. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Preparation is of vital importance in mitigating the impact of 
a biological incident, as well as a coordinated, equipped and 
trained multi-agency operational response; this includes en-
suring the availability of appropriate countermeasures and 
recovery and decontamination options. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Much depends on each State Party’s current capabilities and 
capacities and the nature of the event that has resulted in its 
being “exposed to danger”. For this reason it is not feasible 
to compile a comprehensive, “one-size fits all”, detailed list 
of requirements. This highlights the need for States Parties to 
complete a prior evaluation and assessment of national capa-
bilities and a gap analysis, and to develop and implement 
national action plans to prevent, detect, and respond to 
threats, taking into account the most likely events. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Regular training activities will also strengthen national ca-
pacities for disease prevention, surveillance, risk assessment, 
control and response. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Requests and offers for training and support in the context of 
Article VII-related assistance could also be made through the 
BTWC’s assistance and cooperation database, but as ever it 
is essential not to duplicate or confuse efforts. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Notwithstanding the need for case-by-case assessment, it is 
possible to identify some generic categories of assistance, 
including the provision of training and operational and tech-
nical support as well as financial assistance. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

…assistance could be crucial in creating and supporting a 
range of capabilities, for example: 

1. Well-trained, well-equipped and organised first respond-
ers, who know how to recognise, tackle and deal with a sus-
picious outbreak of disease or apparent or actual release of 
biological agents or toxins, and with clear chains of com-
mand capable of acting decisively and quickly when de-
ployed to the field. 

WP.1 
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 2. An ability to integrate international assistance promptly 
and seamlessly into national operations, including fast-
tracking of medicines for use in emergencies.  

3. A sensitive surveillance and alert system to verify rumours 
rapidly, follow-up actively on new suspect cases, and ensure 
daily follow-up of cases and contacts. 

4. Trained health and community workers able to detect, no-
tify and manage suspected and confirmed cases. 

5. Adequate infection prevention and control practices in all 
health care settings in affected districts, and at-risk areas, and 
standard precautions in place in the rest of the country.  

6. Availability of rapid diagnostic kits, field laboratories, 
medical countermeasures, decontaminants and decontamina-
tion procedures. 

7. Support for field laboratory capacity, appropriate sample 
shipment, and reference laboratory capacity. 

8. Provision of field logistic support and equipment for out-
break response operations. 

9. Coordination of field activities and partner support at lo-
cal, provincial and national level. 

 

United 
Kingdom 

The United States set out very clearly a range of challenges 
in the path of making Article VII effective in a Working Pa-
per to the 2013 Meeting of Experts.  These are characterised 
as a combination of legal, regulatory and logistical issues 
impeding the ability of governments to both provide and re-
ceive international assistance during public health emergen-
cies all of which require attention to overcome. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

The United States of America identified some general con-
siderations for the international deployment and receipt of 
medical countermeasures or public health and medical per-
sonnel in response to an international health emergency: 

1. Recognition or waiver of medical credentials, licences, 
and professional certifications of personnel by the recipient 
country.  

2. Liability protections for medical providers or those who 
manufacture, distribute or administer medical countermea-
sures. 

3. Regulatory clearance to import and/or use medical prod-
ucts in a host country. 

4. Mission funding. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

The United Kingdom recommends that, in the output from 
this biennial topic, States Parties agree a common under-
standing that… challenges should be expressly recognised 
and that effective action by States Parties at the national level 
is needed to address them. States Parties might also be en-
couraged to report on actions taken. 

WP.1 
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United 
Kingdom 

…the ISU could conceivably administer a voluntary fund for 
assistance similar to the one created by the CWC’s Article X. 
The ISU could perhaps also maintain a separate register of 
States Parties able and willing to offer assistance, and the 
type of assistance they can provide, as part of the assistance 
and cooperation database established by the Seventh Review 
Conference. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

Indeed, the assistance and cooperation database currently 
includes some relevant offers of assistance. At the very least, 
States Parties could come prepared to the Conference to re-
port on what sorts of assistance directly relevant to making 
Article VII effective could be offered. These could then be 
added to the database. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

… we might note that, notwithstanding Article VII, States 
Parties could be encouraged to conclude individual agree-
ments with other States Parties concerning the emergency 
procurement of assistance. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

The challenges in creating an effective global infrastructure 
to give better effect to the intentions behind Article VII are 
considerable. Time and sustained effort are required across a 
very broad range of activities at the national, regional and 
international level. 

WP.1 

United 
Kingdom 

A further challenge is to ensure that these efforts are inte-
grated and not at cross-purposes with those of other organisa-
tions. However, the work undertaken by the WHO and its 
member states to implement fully the International Health 
Regulations, by the OIE in its PVS Pathway and laboratory 
twinning programme, and by the IPPC in support to capacity 
development, helps to build effective defences against the 
use of biological agents and toxins for hostile purposes. This 
is why it is so essential to keep in mind the organic link be-
tween cooperation and assistance measures taken under Arti-
cle X as these help give substance to effective response and 
mitigation capabilities under Article VII. 

WP.1 

United 
States 

…efforts to strengthen implementation of Article VII should 
focus, first and foremost, on how to ensure efficient, effec-
tive response to an outbreak at the earliest possible point, and 
ensuring that transition to formal activation of Article VII 
provisions is seamless and complementary to any ongoing 
public health or animal health response. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Although a deliberate biological weapons incident poses ad-
ditional challenges (for example, evidentiary, chain-of-
custody, and security considerations), it is undergirded by 
public/animal health and emergency response capabilities, on 
the part of both donor and recipient, that are largely required 
for both intentional and naturally-occurring events. 

WP.3 
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United 
States 

[The United States] advocates that BWC member States 
agree on an agenda to strengthen implementation of Article 
VII by selecting issue areas where the BWC forum can com-
plement other global efforts and make real progress towards 
improving preparedness and response to biological incidents. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Given the range of activities and efforts related to prepared-
ness and response, it is important for the BWC forum to capi-
talize on what has already has been accomplished by other 
international entities, to seek their advice and input on these 
issues, and to focus on a set of discrete issues that are not 
sufficiently addressed and that have direct bearing on BWC 
Parties’ ability to provide and receive assistance in the event 
of a biological incident. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Improve global access to MCMs [Medical Countermeasures] 
during responses to public health emergencies through the 
development of bilateral, regional and global frameworks for 
the international deployment of medical countermeasures, 
consistent with the International Health Regulations (2005) 
and aligned with the objectives of the Global Health Security 
Agenda. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Support WHO and other international partners in the devel-
opment of adapted prequalification processes, or other regu-
latory mechanisms, to facilitate the import, distribution and 
use of emergency public health MCMs [Medical Counter-
measures] internationally. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Explore bilateral, regional and multilateral opportunities for 
joint development and/or procurement of public health emer-
gency MCMs [Medical Countermeasures], considering exist-
ing models such as Joint Procurement Agreement for MCMs 
in the European Union and the Pan American Health Organi-
zation Revolving Fund. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Encourage review of the WHO Essential Medicine list to 
evaluate whether the MCMs [Medical Countermeasures] on 
the list sufficiently address the need for WHO Member States 
to be prepared for known BW agents. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Develop and strengthen bilateral, regional and global frame-
works and tools to facilitate the international deployment of 
public health, medical, and veterinary personnel in response 
to international public and animal health emergencies. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

Develop a code for States Parties on rights and responsibili-
ties for providing and receiving support in response to a bio-
logical emergency. 

WP.3 

United 
States 

States Parties should prioritize the development of internal 
capacities to respond efficiently and effectively to biological 
emergencies, while pursuing multilateral arrangements and 
agreements to facilitate external assistance during crises. 

WP.3 
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United 
Kingdom 

Advances in the understanding of evasion of the host im-
mune response by pathogens […] and […] the application of 
discoveries in this field to the development of vaccines and 
therapeutics […] is of relevance to the strengthening of Arti-
cle VII, in providing assistance to any State Party exposed to 
danger as a result of a violation of the Convention 

WP.4 

United 
Kingdom 

The first response to any case of suspect biological weapons 
use is very likely to be that of the State Party on whose terri-
tory an identifiable incident takes place; international assis-
tance may appear on the scene shortly after the incident, or 
even some considerable time afterwards. In whichever sce-
nario applies, an ability to organise, direct and contain such 
an incident is essential in ensuring an effective response in 
which humanitarian assistance can be provided promptly – 
primarily diagnostic, medical countermeasures and decon-
tamination. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

A key issue highlighted was the need to address fully the 
command, control and coordination of multi-agency assets 
during an initial response and as the operation progresses. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

Command and control – the organisation, management and 
tasking of the response - especially in the initial stages when 
first responders arrive on the scene and are trying to deter-
mine the nature and scale of the problem, is thus a critical 
capability in ensuring early identification of the nature of the 
hazards and of the measures required to save lives. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

In the case of a biological weapons attack, a deliberate re-
lease of agent may not always be obvious and may only be-
come apparent gradually with no clear location of release on 
which to focus an immediate field response. In such cases, 
effective command and control at the strategic and tactical 
level remains essential for ensuring an effective response. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

… effective command and control must be maintained 
throughout the response to a BW incident to avoid confusion 
amongst national emergency services and international assis-
tance efforts arriving at the scene subsequently, and to pre-
vent duplication of effort, misdirection or non-use of re-
sponse capabilities and resources. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

Clarity of purpose coupled with a clear definition of the vari-
ous roles that are required for a first response to a suspect 
biological weapons incident are essential: delineation of re-
sponsibility for command and control at the scene of the ini-
tial incident is a fundamental requirement and this should 
reside in a single individual whose task will be to take over-
all operational command; to coordinate multi-agency activity 
and to decide upon and direct immediate action. 

WP.5 
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United 
Kingdom 

All activity must support the strategic intention of preserving 
and protecting lives, reducing the impact of the incident, in-
forming the public and maintaining public confidence, and 
assisting an early return to normality. It must also be carried 
out in a way that ensures the health and safety of responders 
and safeguards the environment. It is also important to keep 
in mind the need to preserve evidence that could help in any 
investigation into source of the attack; there may be conflicts 
between the competing objectives of collecting and preserv-
ing evidence and providing humanitarian assistance that 
would need to be resolved. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

Three things must be done on first arrival at the scene of a 
suspect biological weapons attack: assess the situation; man-
age information; and manage the scene. Establishing what 
has happened requires collection and review of information 
as this provides the foundations on which to build an effec-
tive response. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

Identifying priorities for immediate action follows on from 
this along with assessing the immediate impact factors that 
could arise as a result of the incident, such as implications 
for critical infrastructure (water supplies, sewerage, power 
stations, hospitals, transport networks, food supplies) and 
populations downwind; this will help determine the steps 
required to mitigate the effects of the attack. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

Keeping control of all the diverse and possibly conflicting 
strands of information that are likely to flow in large volumes 
in such situations is an essential task; there must be proce-
dures and capabilities in place to ensure that it is collated, 
stored, and available and communicated to those who need it. 

WP.5 

United 
Kingdom 

The United Kingdom therefore suggests that the Meeting of 
Experts reaches a common understanding to this effect, with 
a view to the Meeting of States Parties making a recommen-
dation for effective action as follows: 

“States Parties agree on the critical importance of effective 
command and control in the management and coordination of 
a response to a biological weapons attack and in the con-
tainment of its effects, and encourages those States Parties in 
a position to do so to assist other States Parties in the devel-
opment of national capacities and capabilities and to place 
any offers of training or support on the assistance and coop-
eration database.” 

WP.5 

India While effective utilization of assistance is a worthwhile op-
erational goal, including through command and control sys-
tem, it cannot be a pre-condition for providing assistance.  
Measures to promote cooperation in the fields of training, 
supply of equipment, material, advice and best practice could 
be considered. 

S 8/8 
AM 
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Chile, 
Colombia, 
Mexico, 
Spain 

The workshop participants have elaborated a questionnaire 
that might be useful in acquiring relevant information on the 
facilities dealing with biological agents on a national level… 
The questionnaire might be useful to strengthening the Con-
vention nationally as well as determining the minimum tech-
nical characteristics that would bestow reliability to the labo-
ratory identifying the biological agent by the country claim-
ing a possible biological attack in its territory and moreover 
in relation to the documentation to be provided by the State 
Parties when proposing an analytical and diagnostic facility 

WP.6 

South 
Africa 

Guidelines for Requesting Assistance 

Information to be supplied with the Application 

(a) Name of the State Party. 

(b) Date and place of first reported case. If there was a re-
lated event, a description of the event. To the extent possible, 
the date and time, when the alleged event(s) took place 
and/or became apparent to the requesting State Party and, if 
possible, the duration of the alleged event(s). 

(c) Severity of the event. Number of cases and the number of 
fatalities, if any. 

(d) Symptoms and signs – diagnosis if possible. Information 
on the initial treatment and the preliminary results of the 
treatment of the disease 

(e) A description of the area involved. 

(f)  All available epidemiological information  

(g) Actions taken to manage the outbreak. 

(h) International organisations already involved in providing 
assistance. 

(i) States already involved in providing assistance. 

(j) Indications of why the outbreak is considered to be the 
result of a biological attack. 

(k) Characteristics of the agent involved, if available. 

(l) Types and scope of assistance required. 

(m) Indication of any investigations conducted or being con-
ducted 

Actions 

The application is to be submitted to the UNSG for forward-
ing to the UNSC as an urgent matter. It can simultaneously 
be submitted to one of the Depositories as an urgent matter.  

WP.9 
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Delegation Text Source 
   

France The assistance depends on two things: 

(a) on the one hand, on the request of the State exposed to 
danger. Only the requesting State is able to launch action, and 

(b) on the other hand, on the decision of the Security Council. 
The United Nations Security Council must rule that a Party has 
been exposed to danger following a breach of the Convention. 

WP.XX 

France …the provisions of Article VII are not only relevant to the 
State targeted by the use of a biological weapon, but also any 
States which are “affected by the consequences”. This word-
ing therefore means that assistance can be provided beyond 
the State which was principally exposed to danger. This pro-
vision appears logical given the possible consequences of a 
breach of the Convention but also given the specific nature of 
the biological threat, virus and bacteria knowing no borders. 

WP.XX 

France …it was specified that the party in breach of the Convention 
can be a State actor or otherwise 

WP.XX 

France …this Article only applies to Parties to the Convention.  WP.XX 

France Points to be strengthened 

(a) The importance of coordinating assistance efforts was 
raised on several occasions under the BTWC. 

(b) The possible coordinating role of the United Nations, 
with the support of relevant international organizations 
(WHO, FAO, OIE, IPPC) was mentioned on several occa-
sions as part of the work of the BTWC 

(c) the need to develop appropriate capabilities in the area of 
planning and emergency response 

WP.XX 

France Article VII only provides for a commitment to assistance in 
very specific cases. It does not provide for a BTWC referral 
mechanism, or even information in the event of exposure to 
danger following a breach of the Convention. Finally, it does 
not provide for a follow-up or coordination mechanism for 
the assistance efforts. 

WP.XX 

France The BTWC reporting procedures put in place for assistance 
actions could be increased, in the same way as the communi-
cation procedures within the BTWC. The States Parties to the 
Convention must have access to relevant information on the 
implementation of Convention provisions. It could be useful 
to prepare a form which the States Parties would send to the 
Implementation Support Unit (ISU) and which could be con-
sulted by the other States Parties via the ISU website (assis-
tance and cooperation section). It could also be possible to 
arrange a dedicated session during the next BTWC meeting. 

WP.XX 
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Delegation Text Source 
   

France It has often been highlighted that the presentation procedures 
for assistance requests should be more specific so as to im-
prove the effectiveness of the requests and speed of the re-
sponse. This work could be carried out within the Conven-
tion. Prior discussions would have to take place regarding a 
form, emergency instructions or standardized guidelines, 
enabling the key components of the request to be quickly 
identified (need for diagnostic capabilities, technical exper-
tise, equipment, etc.). 

WP.XX 

France Coordinating assistance is a crucial issue. And yet States 
dealing with an emergency situation may be unable to man-
age this coordination. It would be useful to discuss this as-
pect under the BTWC in order to specify the role of the Con-
vention and its structures in this area, in support of coordina-
tion at national level, which must remain the priority. The 
role of WHO and other relevant international organization 
must be fully considered, especially based on their experi-
ence in information sharing and in the provision of assistance 
and coordination in crisis situations. 

WP.XX 

France The need to strengthen in advance the planning and crisis-
response capabilities in the biological field was identified on 
several occasions in recent years. More detailed work on this 
issue could be initiated within the BTWC in order to encour-
age shared experiences and best practices from countries 
which already have national response plans and to better 
identify the needs in this area. More detailed work on this 
issue could be carried out at the next intersessional cycle. 

WP.XX 

France … the link between the provisions of Article VII of the Con-
vention and the conclusions of the United Nations Secretary-
General’s Mechanism for Alleged Use could also be strength-
ened: it is likely that certain assistance action could begin 
before the results of the investigation and could continue be-
yond the conclusions of the investigation. It is possible that 
the investigators could use data sent by countries which have 
provided assistance or, conversely, that the assistance proce-
dures must take account of elements of the investigation con-
clusions. 

WP.XX 

United 
Kingdom 

Effective command and control and coordination are essen-
tial to ensure that both national and international responses to 
a BW attack are effective and that assistance is channelled to 
those who require it without delay, misdirection or waste. 
There is no suggestion that national responses are a substitute 
for international assistance, the UK Working Paper 5 paper 
concentrated upon the national command and control aspects 
of managing a response, but noted that the command princi-
ples applied equally to international assistance too.  

S 8/8 
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Delegation Text Source 
   

United 
Kingdom 

The ICRC presentation highlighted some very pertinent ques-
tions concerning the challenges of providing assistance in the 
event of a BW attack and what happens if a humanitarian 
response uncovers evidence suggesting deliberate release of a 
biological or toxin agent. We would suggest therefore that the 
Meeting of Experts in 2015 should consider these questions 
as part of its work programme: 

• Who gathers this information? To whom is it reported?  

• Who analyses it? Who “owns” it?  

• Who makes the judgment about whether the epidemic re-
sults from an intentional act or not?  

• Who breaks the news?  

• To what extent is patient confidentiality at stake? To what 
extent does an organization such as the ICRC have to compromise 
on its traditional policy of confidentiality?  

 

S 8/8 
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  List of abbreviations 

BIO Biotechnology Industry Organization 

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross 

Iran (NAM) Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Group of the Non-aligned 
Movement and Other States Parties to the BWC 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

OIE World Organisation for Animal Health 

OPCW Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

S&T Scientific and technological 

SGM United Nations Secretary-General's mechanism for investigation of 
alleged use of biological and chemical weapons 

UNODA United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 

WHO World Health Organization 
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Приложение II 

  Перечень документов 

Условное обозначение Название 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/1 Предварительная повестка дня Совещания 
экспертов. Представлено Председателем 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/2 Предварительная программа работы Сове-
щания экспертов. Представлено Председате-
лем 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3 Доклад Совещания экспертов. Представлено 
Председателем 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.1 и 
Add.1 

Международные организации, которые мо-
гут участвовать в предоставлении и коорди-
нации помощи, имеющей отношение к статье 
VII. Представлено Группой имплементаци-
онной поддержки 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.2 Предшествующие договоренности и понима-
ния в рамках Конвенции, имеющие отноше-
ние к укреплению осуществления статьи VII, 
включая рассмотрение детальных процедур и 
механизмов для предоставления помощи и 
сотрудничества государствами-участниками. 
Представлено Группой имплементационной 
поддержки 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.3 и 
Corr.1 

Достижения в области науки и технологии, 
имеющие отношение к Конвенции. Пред-
ставлено Группой имплементационной под-
держки 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.4 и 
Corr.1 

Справочная информация о сохраняющихся 
вызовах и препятствиях на пути развития 
международного сотрудничества, помощи и 
обмена. Представлено Группой имплемента-
ционной поддержки 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.5 
[только на английском языке] 

Report on USA implementation of Article X of 
the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention. 
Submitted by the United States of America 
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Условное обозначение Название 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/INF.6 
[только на англ./исп./фр. языках] 

List of Participants 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.1 
[только на английском языке] 

Making Article VII effective. Submitted by the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.2 
[только на английском языке] 

Advances in science and technology: Under-
standing pathogenicity and virulence. Submitted 
by the United States of America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.3 
[только на английском языке] 

Focusing Efforts to Strengthen Article VII: A 
proposed agenda for international cooperation 
and assistance in preparing for and responding 
to biological incidents. Submitted by the United 
States of America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.4 
[только на английском языке] 

Advances in science and technology: Evasion of 
the host immune response by pathogens. Sub-
mitted by the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.5 
[только на английском языке] 

Responding to a case of suspect biological 
weapons use: 
The command and control element at the scene. 
Submitted by the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.6 
[только на испанском языке] 

Aplicación nacional de la Convención sobre las 
Armas Biológicas: Una herramienta para la eva-
luación de las instalaciones con agentes bioló-
gicos.1 Presentado por Chile, Colombia, España 
y México 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.7 и 
Corr.1 
[только на английском языке] 

The United States of America government pol-
icy for oversight of life sciences dual use re-
search of concern (DURC). Submitted by the 
United States of America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.8 и 
Corr.1 
[только на английском языке] 

Strengthening national implementation: Ele-
ments of an effective national export control 
system. Submitted by the United States of 
America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.8/Rev.1 
[только на английском языке] 

Strengthening national implementation: Ele-
ments of an effective national export control 
system. Submitted by Australia, Canada, Ger-
many, France, Japan, Netherlands, Spain and 
the United States of America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.9 
[только на английском языке] 

Article VII - Procedures. Submitted by South 
Africa 

  

 1 После испанского текста включен неофициальный перевод на английский язык. 
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Условное обозначение Название 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.10 
[только на английском языке] 

A Response to BWC/MSP/2012/WP.11: “We 
Need to Talk about Compliance”. Submitted by 
the United States of America 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.11 
[только на английском языке] 

National implementation of the Biological 
Weapons Convention. Submitted by Australia, 
Japan, Malaysia, Republic of Korea and Thai-
land 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.12 
[только на французском языке] 

Exercice pilote de revue par les pairs tenu du 4 
au 6 décembre 2013 à Paris2. Presenté par la 
France 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/WP.13 
[только на французском языке] 

Pistes de travail sur la mise en œuvre de 
l’article VII dans le cadre de la CIAB2. Présenté 
par la France 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/CRP.1 
[только на английском языке] 

Draft elements for the compilation of the con-
siderations, lessons, perspectives, recommenda-
tions, conclusions and proposals drawn from the 
presentations, statements, working papers and 
interventions on the topics under discussion at 
the Meeting 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/CRP.2 
[только на английском языке] 

Draft Report of the Meeting of Experts. Submit-
ted by the Chairman 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/CRP.3 
[только на английском языке] 

Draft elements for the compilation of the con-
siderations, lessons, perspectives, recommenda-
tions, conclusions and proposals drawn from the 
presentations, statements, working papers and 
interventions on the topics under discussion at 
the Meeting 

BWC/MSP/2014/MX/MISC.1 
[только на англ./исп./фр. языках] 

Provisional List of Participants 

    
 

  

 2 После французского текста включен неофициальный перевод на английский язык. 


