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1 The risk associated with the dua-use of biologica agents has been a matter of debate in the last
years. In the light of the growing information in genomics, proteomics and genetic enginesring the
regpongibility of scientists working in the field of dangerous pathogens has become evident.

2. Ininternationa co-operations restricted access to materias has been established. In Germany a
variety of laws and recommendations are in place that regulate biosafety and the biosecurity (i.e.
Protection Againg Infection Act, Genetic Engineering Act; Anima Wefare Act; Animd diseese
Protection Act; German Stem Cell Act, Regulation of Biological Substances and Protection of Workers
Act). Therefore, the freedom of scientific research isincorporated within the German and European
legidation framework concerning the handling of infectious material, modifying genetic materid etc. In
Germany especidly animal experiments and genetic modifications of organisms are eva uated by expert
committees. Additiond regulations will hamper research in the field of biomedicine, biology and
biotechnology. Experimenta results should be made available to the scientific community as precise as
possible. An open information exchange between scientists will alow a better understanding of risks
arisgng from the handling of infectious or toxic materid or genetic modifications of organisms. Thiswill
lead to generdly accepted recommendations for risk management of dangerous pathogens and toxins.
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