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The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

AGENDA | TEM 78: QUESTIONS RELATING TO | NFCRVATION (continued)
(a) REPORT CF THE COMWM TTEE ON | NFORMATION (continued) (A 42/21)
(by REPCRT COF THE SECRETARY-CGENERAL (continued) (A 42/494)

{c) REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL CF THE UNI TED NATI ONS EDUCATI ONAL, SC ENTIFIC
AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (continued) (A 42/571)

1. M. LAGRO (Argentina) said that the overall inpact of science and technol ogy
had transformed the world. The ways and neans of inplenmentating the nmandate of the
Department of Public Information (DPl) nust reflect the tines. Hs delegation

supported the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information in taking up that
chal | enge.

2. In an age confronting the crisis of nultilateralism the Department had a
special responsibility to protect the true image of the Qganization. One of the
aspects of that crisis was the incapacity of the United Nations fully to inform the
peoples of the world, particularly those who nost doubted its virtues, about its
constructive and tangible results. Information about fields in which the Uited
Nations had performed honourably and beneficially should be the subject of wider
and nore effective dissemnation, so as to forma part of the daily information
equi prent of those interested in world affairs.

3. Hs delegation noted with satisfaction that the changes being introduced in
the Departrment would not in any way affect the progranmes adopted by the General
Assenbly.  The Under-Secretary-CGeneral was enpowered to inplenent the programmes in

the ways which she deened to have the greatest inpact on the international
comuni ty.

4, Despite the tireless efforts of the Chairman of the Committee on Infornmation,
its reconmendations had not received the expected najority support. The lack of
overal | agreement on such a sensitive and inportant issue was unconstructive and

impeded progress in the difficult area of reducing existing inbalances in
information and communication.

5. (nce again, the issue of defining the new world information and conmunication
order was the mjor point of difference among delegations, owing to the ideol ogical
flavour acauired by that concept over the years. Argentina accorded particular
inportance to the question of freedom of information and comunication, which had
led it, together with Colonbia, to request the incorporation of recomrendation 1ig
in the report of the Cobrmittee on Information (A 42/21).

6. The significant changes which could be glinpsed in the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oganization (UNESCO reflected a reality
wnich Argentina had consistently supported. The time had cone for all delegations
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to look to the future with a ner spirit and to avoid the temptation to take refuge
in the pant. The election of Mr. Mayor of Spain as the Director-General of UNESCO
was encouraging. The Committee on Information more than ever had the obligqation of
supportinGg UNESCO in any matter relating to the establishment of a new world
information and communication order, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
41/68 A. Historical changes were the result of actions which could subsequently he
incorporated into the formal structure of societies, There was thus a constant
obligation to try all paths which might lead to agreement and not to ecling to
partial or obsolete plans.

7. Mr. TRUONG TRIEU WONG (Viet Nam) said that, despite recent progress achieved
in some areas of international political life, the circumstances in which the
Committee was taking up the item on questions relating to information were not vary
different from those of the part. The right to communicate was a fundamental human
right. Information was a vital resource, central to the exercise of political,
economic and cultural power, nationally and internationally. With the development
of new informat ion technology, informat ion was begcoming an increasingly important
part of life everywhere.

8. Regrettably, the world information and communication system was& inequitable
and was controlled by certain circles in some imperialist countries, which used
their transnational news agencies and corporate structures to monopolize the
international mass media and to impose their political and economic dominance over
the world. A3 a result, the developing countries, whose conditiona, culture8 and
aspirations were not truly reflected by foreigners, were passive recipients of
imbalanced and inadequate information. Instead of strengthening international
peace, disarmament and understanding among nations, information resources were thus
used for ideologically hostile purposes, Viet Nam was seriousy concerned about
inaccurate and slanderous information king used by some imperialist information
propaganda centre8 for psychological warfare against the socialist countries and
other countries and peoples fighting for Peace and national independence or
pursuing independent and progressive paths of national developmen.. His delegation
had repeatedly strongly denounced the use of radio stations sstahliehed for
international broadcasts as part of such warfare. The activities of such stations
should be condemned and terninated immediately. Sophistry and hypocrisy could not

justify their existence. Freedom of information must be linked to responsible
journalism.

9. The dependent status of developing countries {n tbe field of information must
he c hanged, and the abuse and distortion of information must be terminated. That
was why he whole-heartedly supported all efforts towards the decolonization of
information and the ectahlishment of a new world information and communication
order. His delegation reiterated its opinion that, hy strengthening and expanding
their national information and communication systems, by extending co-operation in
the field of information and establishing independent communication services, the
non-aligned countries had taken a positive step towards the realization of such an
order. It strongly supported the activities and svstematic efforts made by UNESCO
to improve and strengthen the communication infrastructures of developing countries

/lll



A/SPC/42/8R. 2%
English
Page 4

(Mr. Truong Trieu Duona, Viet Nam)

through the International Programmme for the Development of Communication. He
urgrd DPI to increase its co-operation with UNESCO and the Programme. UNESCO muat
also continue to enjoy full support from al} countries in seeking to achieve a new
world informaclon and communication order. Any policy of blackmail regarding that
organization should be condemned and terminated immediately.

10. viet Nam supported meamures to enhance the efficiency of DPI, Those measures
should be in keeping with relevant General Aarembly resolutions and the
tecommendations of the Group of l8. Ae to Department staff, the principle of
equitable geographical distribution should be fully respected and the existing
imbalance redressed. He axpresased appreciation for the training programme for
young journalists and broadcasters organized by DPl. He expressed the hope that,
in the near future, young Vietnamese journalists and broadcanters would have the
opportunity to take part in {¢t,

11. The Depatment was confronting numerous challenges, particularly budgetary
ones. However, attention must be given to priority areas, especially those laid
down in Genera 1 Assembly resolutions concerning informat ion.

12. Mr, AL-KAWARI (Qatar) said that the advrnt of radio and television had
increased the impact of the media, which until then had been limited by the
prevalence of illiteracy. Developed countries were the main producers Of
information, while the developing nations ware mere consumers. The coverage of
third world events and issues in the Western media was biased or careless,
sensational rather than objective. One example was the treatment of Arab peoples
and issues. "Arab" had become for many synonymous with "terrorist" and "Islam"
with “bigotry”. The West's deht to Arab science and Islamic civilizatian had been
forgotten.  Yet events in other parts of the world should serve as a reminder that
violence and bigotry were common in fringe groups everywhere.

13. Thone were some reasons why the third world had been advocating the
establishment of a new world information order in which plurality of sources would
replace monopoly, and unequal conditions in the transnational production and
dissemination of information would be eased out.

14. The following were some elements of a new world information order: making
available to the third world countries the technological resources and human skills
necessary to convert their local mass media into international media ahle to
compete on an equa footing with Western media; opening the pages and frequencies
of Western media to information and analysis produced by the mass media of the
third world in order to eliminate the one-dimensional character of the contents of
Western medial pursuing a more objective and fairer coverage of the events and
issues of the third world hy the Western media, The internat ional informot ion
order could thus become more equitable and more effective in ensuringthe free flow
of informat ion and ideas and in supporting the cause of peace and understanding
among the peoples of the world.
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15. The fina documents adopted by the Second Conference of the Ministers of
Information of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare in June 1987 (A/42/431 and
Corr. 1) , contained many valid proposals.

16. His delegation commended the innovative spirit with which the new
Under-Secretary-General for Public Information was approaching her duties. It
welcomed the nontinued co-operation between DPI and the non-aligned countries and

hoped that the current financial difficulties would not impede those useful
activities.

17. One very useful DPI programme was the maintenance in the capitals of moat
Member States of information centres which helped mobilize public opinion in
support of the goals and activities of the United Nations and kept it informed
about crucial issuer. His delegation especially commended DPI's role in the
dissemination of information about the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people. It therefore found no merit in the proposal that the information centres
should be merged with other United Nations f ield of fices.

1%. It commended the efforts of UNESCO to clarify issues related to the new world
information order and hopsd that the existing co-operation between DPI and UNESCO
would be enhanced.

19. His delegation supported al the recommendations made by the Committee on
Information in it8 report (A/42/21), and particularly welcomed recommendation 1 on
the new world information and communication order and recommendation 10, which
contained elements essential to that order, and looked forward to seeing all those
recommendations endorsed by the General Assembly in its relevant resolution.

20. Mr, Al-Kawari took the Chair.

21. Mr, WIRYONO (Indonesia) said that, since the non-aligned countries had
proclaimed the concept of a new world information and communication order, the
question had come to epitomize the international consensus on the need to redress
existing inequalities in the field of information and communication, t0 overcome
imbalances in the international flow of information and to utilize the field of
information for the advancement of the political stability, economic development,
social justice and cultural identity of nations. Although it had been recognized
that the movement towards the democratisation of international relations was
largely dependent on enabling the developing countries to agsume their rightful

place in the exchange of information and communication, the deliberations in the
Committee on Information had for several years fallen short of those paramount
objectives.

22. They had become enmeshed in a highly polarised debate revolving around
misplaced concerns and mistaken perceptions regarding the implication6 of removing
old and outmoded structure8 which impeded wider interaction in international
cormmunication, based on the free circulation and more balanced dissemination of
juformation. He underscored the growing exasperation of the developing countries
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with ideological considerations which distorted and recast their legitimate
aspirations to correct the imbalancea in information flows batween the davelcped
and developing countries, Such considerations were viewed as a serious impediment
to their efforts to reduce their vulnerability and subordinaticn to thd advanced
Statea' communication monopoly, Hi reqgretted the Special Committae's failure to
reach a consensus on questions relating to information. Its members should
endeavour to avoid rhetoric and emotionalism by focusing on common interests. In
that reqard, his delegation had followed the consultations in the working Grrup to
arrive at recommendations concerning the new world information and communication
order and DPI. That process offered the prospect for overcoming divergencies and
obtaining  general agreement. To that end, he was pleased to note the ongoing
effcets involving the Group Of 77 and other groups, with a view to finding
acceptable compromise solutions tO outstanding issues.

23. The resclutions adopted by the Committee on Information, UNESCO and other
relevant international forumr would not suffice to ¢lose the gap between developing
and developed countries. The co-operation Of the international community and its
commitment to the objectivea Of a new world information and communicatjor order
were necessary far the developing countries to overcome their technical, fiuancie)
and other difficulties.

24.  His delegation war heartened by the strengthening of co-operation within the
United Nations system, particularly between DPI and the International Programme for
the Development Of Communication (IPDC) of UNESCO. However, j‘. was concerned lest,
without a greater financial commitment from thr advanced States, the Prog:amme
would continue to fall short Of making tangible progress, His delegation also
expressed its concern about the drastic curtailment of funding for DPI. At a time
when the Department should be expanding 1ts operations, it appeared that some of
the current restructuring would lead to a further contraction within the

Department. In Indcnesia's view, operational efficiency must nat be pursued at the
expense Of the Department'8 capacity to carry out its mandate. The challenge was
to adopt reforms and changer which would further the Department's effective
performance.

25, In thy light of the financial difficulties confronting the United Nations
information centres, his Government had undertaken efforts Lo assist the effective
operation of the Jakarta centre, which had established itself as an important
source of information on the United Nations to local information and education
institutions. Indonesia would continue tO explore other means to facilitate its
work.

26. In accordance with the UNESCO approach to the new world information and
communication order, the non-aligned countries had pursued pragmatic measures to
ntrengthan information infrastructures and to develop human resource8 in the
developing countries. The emphasis placed on such co-operation at the recent
meetings in Harare affirmed thr commitment Of the non-aligned countries to the role
of the United Nations and to the Committee on Information.
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7. He regretted that discussion of the issue of misrepresentationa or biased
reporting on specific political issues, such as Namibia, South Africa and
Palestine, hrd ‘“ocusea on DPI. The point of reference for evaluating the
Department’s performance in that regad was aid always had been the Genera
Assembly and Security Council decisons on the relevant items. Those forums had
consistently maintained unequivocal positions on such questions, with which
Indonesia was in total agreement. It was disconcerting that, when DPI reported on
the solidarity of the overwhelming majority of United Nationm Member States on
those 'sgues, it was accused ot a lack of objectivity and balance. DPl would
underinine ite credibility should it geek to reinterpret United Nations decisions
with a view to devaluing their authenticity and authority. He expressed his
delegation’s conviction that the current session of the Special Political Committee
could lay the necessary aroundwork for re-sstablishii general agreement on the
mandate and programme of work of the Committee on Infu nation. It hoped that the
Wor.ing Group cn that item would submit a set of recommendations which all
detegations could endorse,

26. Mr. GLAIEL (Syrian Arab Republic) raid that the delegationa of the developing
countries had made clear their dissatisfaction with en information order that was
based on the domination of the flow of news and information by the Western news
agencies and had cr idemned sbuse of the information media.

29. Questions relatlng to information were important becausw ideas and actions
were influenced by the kinds of information received and becauwse information
ultimately influenced the collective behaviour of Stater and rocietiee. The
information media hed an important role to play in the implementation of economic
and social development plans, and it was impossible for such plana tO0 succeed
without their active contribution.

30. Folitical and ideological attitudes often underlay the public facade of the
information media, and information was used to attack the culture and civilization
of developing countries under the guise of freedom af the press. The developing
countries cought an information and communication order which would promote an
equitable exchange beiwaen North and South, assist in bringing medern technology
within reach of the developing countries and conve' objective information on their
problems with a view of thair solution. News coverage in the Western media did no
more than reflect the politicsl attitudes of media ‘owners. Tho persistence of the
countries of the North in such prac:ices was an act of political choice which
obstructed the joint efforts necessary to establish a new wurld informatjor. and
communication order. The establishment of a new order by no means implied the
curtailment of the freedom of information in the true sense of the word but
inevitably meant the abandonment of its exploitation and abuse.

31. The benefits of a new world order could only be realized through closer
co-operation among all the parties concerned. The developing countries were
prepared to make even greater efforts, but they were, at the same time, fully aware
that they were being asked not for greater efforts but for more concessions so that
a harmonizatlo.. of views could be achieved, always at the expense of their
interests.
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32. It waa the developing world, representing two thirds of mankind, which had a
prima interest in peace and disarmament and in a world free of oppceaaion and
exploitation and governed by justice, fairneses and co-operation in pursuit of
development. No doubt could therefore be oaat on its intentiona or its efforts.

33. His delogation auppocted the role of UNESCO in the eatabliahment of a new
world information and communication order and commended the oo-operative character
of relationa between its aeccetaciat and that of the United Nations in that field.
It was to be hoped that the obataclea placed in the way of such co-operation on
vacioua pretexta, the nature of which waa oleac to all, would be removed.

34. While his delegation ® haced the view that world developmenta in recent yeaca
had neceaaitated a ceatcuctucing of the Organization's information activities and
agreed with the Under-Secretary-Genera Eoc Public Information that changen were
required in management atruotucea, no modifioationa ahould be made at the expense
of! the inteceata of the ¢ veloping countries, oovecage of their pcohlema by DPI or
the aituation of staff members of the Department coming from thoee gountries, The
action taken should not be motivated by political conaidecationa, and the
pcioritiea established by the General Assembly ahould not be altered.

35. In jtg ceaolution 41/68 A, the General Aaaembly had cecognized the unique
function of United Nationa information centres as the moat important means of
diaaeminating information about the United Nationr. The centres should cont!nue to
assist local media and to provide them with information. Within the framework of
its new management Policy, DPl should g.ve oonmidecation to strengthening that
aspect Of its activities and should enabie the ¢entres to pceaecve their
independence. The centres should not be aonaolidated with other field offices
since their activities would be ranked lower in the scale of priorities if a number
of different functionas were entcuated to one and the aame office.

36. His delegation would like to express its concern that the imbalance in the
geographical diatcibution of staff members in DPI persisted, despite the efforts
made to redress it. It was to be hoped that any ceocganization would not aggravate
the imbalance and would address the current aituation in an objective manner
despite the many pretexts advanced in its justification.

37. Mc. JRWSHAN (Afghanistan) said that it waa essential to increase the
effectiveness of the information ayatem as a whole, because the obligations of the
mass media had grown in the contemporary world. The current international
information ordcr was mostly under tha domination of information imperialism,
controlled to a qreat extent by multinational news and informatir- corporationa,
which used it in a psychological war againet the sovereignty and iadependence of
developing countries. The developing countciee received inadenuate and distoctcd
information, 8o am to aecve the interesta of imperialism. In view af the
substantial role of the mass media in etcengthening peace and interuaticnal
understanding, counteracting racism and apartheid and broadening co-operation
between nations, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countciea had addreased the just cause
of eliminating the colonial legacy in the ephece of information and of establiahing
a new information order.
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38. His country would continue to rupport actively the resolutiona and decisions
of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countriea, the United Nations and UNESCO for the
elimination of information imperialism and the entabliehment of a new world
information and communication order. It had always atrongly condemned the eafforts
of gome Western countries to impede the work of UNESCO and DPI in that regard. The
advanced caplitaliat c¢ountries dominated the international information media,
controlling 75 per cent of the television programmes and 65 per cent of the radio
programmes of the developing world. A major part Of the mass media of certain
countrioa was controlled by intelligenne organizatione and was ueed by the forcer
of world imperialism in a propaganda offensive against the developing countries.
The Central Intelligence Agency, for example, controlled 1,200 mass media units in
the United States and abroad. Programmes prepared by the Pentagon were
digseminated by 250 radio ntations and four television units. Washington spent
millions of dollars to spread its propaganda in 60 Asaian, African and Latin
American countries. Those information centres, tcqether with transnational
corporations in the field of information were ignoring the decisions oOf the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the United Nations and were continuing to
spread misinformation to mislead public: opinion concerning the developing
countries, particularly those which had c¢hosen an independent path of development.

39. The Democratic Republic 0Of Afghanistan had to confront a hostile propaganda
campaign conducted by the forces of imperialism. The misinformation spread by 8uch
organizai ions as Voice of America, Radio Free Afghanistan, Radio Free Kurope and
others with centres in neighbouring countrias, together with the
counter-revolutionary Afghan bandits continued to spread their venomous propaganda
against his country. Dieeemfnating crude lies and hostile propaganda which
dietorted facts about the situation inside and around Afghanistan was their daily
business.

40. All those activities aimed at thwarting Afghaniatan's policy of national
reconciliation. His Government sought to end bloodshed and ensure conditions
favourable to reconciliation and socio-economic Aqrowth through the dissemination of
information about the national culture and religious beliefs of the people. It
would spare no effort in disaemlnating information in order to achieve the
objectives of the United Nations both at the national and international levels. In
that reqard, he pointed out that a number of international conferences held

recently in Kabul had been devoted to the establishment of a new world information
and communication order. His Government was committed to that objective because it
was closely linked to the need to ensure peace and stability in the world,

strengthen mutual understanding and promote peaceful coexistence. One of the
fundamental tasks of the mass media in Afghanistan was to strengthen peace and
international  security and promote disarmament.

41. Mr. AL1 (Kuwait) said that the speed with which information could he
transmitted from one part of the world to another could be a positive or a negative

factor, depending on whether such information was fair and objective or biased and
distorted.
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42. The industrialized countries had at their disposal highly developed
information technology, while most of the developing countries lacked even basic
communications infrarteucture. The current imbadanae arose from a situation in
which the industrialized countries exercised a monopoly over sources of information
and the meanr for its transmission. Closer co-operation between those countries
and the developing countries would bear fruit in the harnessing of such technology
in the service of development and would promote the creation and ntrengthening of
basic commun‘cations infrastructure.

43. The obvious defects in the current information and communication order had
aroused the aspirationa of the developing countries for a new, more juat and more
effective world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace
and internaticnal understanding and based on the free eirculation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information. In that cenneetion, his delegntion
wished to renew the expression of its support for the Daclaracion of the Eighth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries concerning a
new world information and communication order.

44. His delegation attached particular importance to co-operation between DPI and
the News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned Countries and wished to see such co-operation
further strengthened.

45. His delegation particularly welcomed recommendation 31 of the recommendations
of the Committee on Information, as contained in its report (A/42/21), to the
effect that DPI should be .equested to continue to cover adequately and accurately
all United Nations activities pertaining to the ® ituation in the Middle East and
the question of Palestine. His country considered the question of Palestins to he
its central preoccupation, alongside those of apartheid and Namibia.

46. The Fifth Isamic Summit Conference, held in Kuwait in January 1987, had
cadled for the adsption of an information plan baaed on closer co-operation among
the States members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the formulation
of an information strategy that highlighted the basic concerns of the Islamic
world, and the entabliehment of a new Idamic information order. The Conference,
noting the vital role played by UNESCO, which accorded with Islamic
internationalist ideals, and in appreciation of its efforts to preserve the
historical character of the city of Jerusalem, had unequivocdly affirmed the
belief of its member States in the lofty ideals of UNESCO and its praiseworthy
qoals.

47. His deegation, believing that there could be no contradiction between the
establishment Oof a new world {nformation and communication order and the principle
of freedom of info:mation, looked forward to the day when the new order would pe a
concrete reality based on that principle and on free access to reliable sources of
information.
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48, Mr. IDRIS (Sudan) raid that, despite the laudable qfforts made by the United
Nations and UNESCO, the information gap between the developing oountrier and thr
industrialized countries had continued to widen. fThe indurtrialired countries Of
the North sought to impose their domination over human valuer a8 a whole, forcing
chem into their own cultural frame of reference without consideration for that
Prevailing in other ® ocietie8.

49, Tn political terms, the developing countries virwed the ®  8tabliShment of a new
world information and ¢ommunication order @m no more than an ® xten8ion G political
liberation and the right to self-determination, safeguarding them lrom the
political hegemony that the indurtrialired countrier ®  ought to impose, The
industrialized countrier had begun to adopt new mothod8 of encroaching on the
freedom of the developing countriss, particularly with regard to the
decision-making process, therrby impeding their normal politioal development.

50. The {ndustrialized countries, using the ® normou8 capacities of their
information media to give substance to trivial and groundless ® tgument8, oontinued
to defend the illegal practices of the ragist régime in South Africa. The same
media generally ignored the right of the Palestinian people ¢[1 @ 38tabligh an
independent State in it8 own territory under the leadership of it8 8010 legitimate
representative, the Palertine Liberation Organization. The world information order
as currently constituted played an unconcealed role in undermining the stabillity of
many developing countries, permitting as it did campaigns of disinformation and
promoting divisiveness.

%1, On the economic plane, tho information media had beoome fully aligned with the
industrialized countries in advancing the interests of the transnational
corporations, which had become a cancer consuming the kuman end natural resources
of the developing oountrios. The media had ignored the debt erisls of the
developing countrier, whioh had brought almost total paralysis w» their ® oonomic
and social development. Statistic8 ghowed that i{nterest payment8 to certain
Western countries wore now greater than the sums inverted by them in dwelopment
nnd that debt-servicing payment8 frequently exceeded the value of the export8 of
some developing countrier, particularly in Africa.

52. In the context Of social issues, the world new8 media continued to impose the
values of one culture, namely that of the industrialized oountrier, on small
developing countries without regard for the gircumstances of those oountrier or
their own cultural and Listorical heritage, A8 a consequence, their social
underpinnings, such a8 the inmtitution of the extended family and the principles of
social solidarity which afforded protection to the individual, were now in jeopardy.

5.  His country had continued to call f»r the establishment of a new world
information and communication order ensuring the free circulation and wider and
hetter balanced dissemination of information based on free access to a diversity of
sources, At the rams time, having freed itself from dictatorial rule, it sought to
protect its democratic multi-party system through freedom oOf information and
freedom of expression. The Sudan saw in %i.a ggtablishment of a new world
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information and communication order a guarantee of the freedom of political
decision-making and a source of proteotion against attempts at domination by the
grwat Powers.

54. The concerted efforts of the United Nations and UNESCO were required in order
to bridge the information gap. The action to be taken should ineclud» intensified
co-operation with the national news agencies of the developing countries,
co-operation with the News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned Countries, training
programmes for broadcasters and journalists, the transfer of the appropriate modern
technology and the funding of national projects in order to promote the flow of
Information from the devseloping countries to the {ndustrialized countries.

55. His delegation was pleased to note that the yUniced Nations information centre
at Khartoum had been reinvigorated with the appointment of a Director after an
interval of several years. In implementation of the UNEScO |nternational Programme
for the Development of Communication, funding had been provided for tha national
information project, and a seminar had been hold in Khartoum on the social,
economic and cultural effects of the accelerated development of communication
technologies.

56. Me. DIMITROV (Bulgaria) said that, while the vast flow of information had
enormous potential for promoting mutual understanding among nations, it might also
be used to spread mistrust and hate and perpetuate cold-war stereotypes. For many
years, there had bean a substantial imbalance in the distribution of information
media among individua countries and in information flows between developed and
developing countries. For that reason, Bulgaria viewed questions relating to
information as an important element of international relations and of the future
comprehensive system of international security. The idea of information security,
meaning gquaranteed access to information media and produatr as well as the
responaibility of the media and guaranteed protection from the misuse of
Information, could play an increasingly important role in international relations.

57, His country would continue to participate in the efforts of the United Nations
to reconcile the divergont and often conflicting visws on those questions.
Bulgaria had supported the legitimate aspirations of the developing countrie: and
the non-aligned States to promote the establishment of a new and more jusat
Information and communicatlone order based on a baanced dissemination of genuinely
ol jective and reliable information. The existing gap between the developed and
developlng countries with regard to their access to the information media must not
increase. In that regard, Bulgaria supported the recommendation of the Committee
on Information that all countries, the United Nations Syetem as a whole and all
others concerned should co-operate in the establishment of a new world information
and communication order, seen as an evolving and continuous process.

58. States had much to gain from a mnre balance& participation by all nations and
cultures in the international exchange of information. That would certainly help
promote  mutual  understanding, trust and good-neighbourly relations. Throughout its
history, Bulgaria had beneflted from many different cultural influences. 1t
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welcomed the ¢ross-currents of Information and culture and a genuinely free and
international oxchange of information and ideas. The Information dlaaemlnated by
his country was aimed at promoting mutual underatanding, peaceful coexistence and
disarmament and preventing loaal oonflicta and, above all, a nuolear holocaust.

59, At thy» same time, far too often Information had been mlauaed In the name of
freedom of Information. The queatlon of free flow of Information and ideas ahould
be approached only with a arong aenae of the reaponzlbllity which access to
information media entailed. Progreaa could be made ’p deding with ® uoh queatlona
only on the baalz of concerted action. No one ahould be alowed to become the
exclusive purveyor of truth and the arbiter of freedom of inforraiion., Bulgaria
welcomed the afforts of UNESCO, particularly the development of an infrastructure
to redreaa the exlating imbalance, nnd the efforts to reorganize the Department of
Public Information. He hoped that LPI would continue the work of oorreoting the
imbalance In the geographical dlatrlbutlon of Ita poata and foaterlng publie
support for the work of the United Natlonr, UNESCO and Indlvidua oountrloa to
lessen tension In international reletions and prevent a nualear war. Hla gountry
wlzhed to aee a reinvigorated Department of Public Information providing an
objective and more coherent ooverage of, as well as better knowledgo about, the
United Nations and Itz work. Lastly, hla delegation ®  upporte4 the proposals on the
questions relating to information put forward by the repreaentatlve of the Soviet
Union the prevloua week and, In particular, the propoeal to eatabllah a world-wide
Infor. i1ation programme.

60. Mr. Buskx (Czechoslovakia) raid that, in view of the paramount taak of
maintaining International peace, the maaa communication media oould both promote
and impede mutual underatanding and efforts to atrengthen frlendahlp among
nation-.  Accordingly, International exchanges of Information must aerve the oauae
of peace and international détente. There waa no place In the maaa medla for
propaganda tools which whipped up hostile feelinga

61. The current monopoly on the information media had a negative Impact on the
developing countries, particularly thoae which lacked the technloal means to
dlzremlnate Information. Hla delegation conzldered completely juatlfled the calls
by the developing and non-aligned countrlea for a halt to tendentloua reporting by
the International mass media and for the ertabllehment of a new world Information
and communication order.

62. Czechodovakia eupported the establlzhment of such an order becaume It was an
integral part of efforts to demozratlze International relations, restructure
international economic relations on a just and democratic basis and maintain
International peace and security. That task wae one of the most Imperative
challenges confronting the International community and en integral part of the

efforts of the socialist countries to establlzh a comprehensive system of
International peace and security.
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53, His delegation welcomed the idea of a world information programme put forward
hy Genera Secretary Mikhal Gorbachev and eaborated in greater detall by the
Soviet delegation during the current debate. The fact that the United Nations waa
central to that initiative as the moat authoritative forum for an all-round

exchange of information on all principal questions relating to information was very
important.

64. UNESCO was the key multilateral institution in efforts to establish a new
world information and communication order. His country supported the work of
UNESCO in that regard and could not overlook the unwarranted attempts to exert
pressure on UNESCO in order to force it to discontinue its activities in that
field. The United Nations information centres played an essential role in
strengthening awareness of the aims and activities of the Organization. In that
regard, he pointed out that the United Nations information centre in Prague, one of
the oldest in the world, would soon mark its fortieth anniversary. Though smal in

size, it carried out a broad range of activities aimed at promoting the objectives
of the united Nations.

65. His delegation followed with interest the changes brought about in order to
revitalize the Department of Frublic Information and welcomed, in particular, the
efforts of DPl to act as speedily as possible to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of its work. It was hoped that that would be done in accordance with
the mandates for United Nations information activities and the priorities and
targets set by the General Assembly. Nevertheless, his delegation was disappointed
that the new structure seemed rather complicated and hoped that the chosen
multi-media approach would prove to be fully functional. Czechoslovakia shared the
concerns voiced by some delegations concerning the underrepresentation of the
socialist countries in the geographical distribution of DPI posts. He strongly
hoped that there would be no further drterioration in that regard as a result of
the recruitment freeze or the reorganization of the Department and that that
unsatisfactory situation would be resolved as quickly as possible.

66. Mr. KARBUCZKY (Hungary) said that lasting peace could be brought about through
disarmament and political , economic and cultural contacts which took into account
the interests of all countries concerned. As a European nation, Hungary attached
special importance to etrengthening co-operation on that continent, particularly
through the balanced implementation of the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act,
including those relating to information. His country’'s mass media provided a
comprehensive and more open inZormation to Hungarian citizens on questions of
public life and political, economic and cultural issues. A new press law adopted
in 1986 had broadened access to information for representatives of the press and
obliged State institutions to provide them with appropriate information. Hungary
also promoted international co-operation by providing information to its citizens
about life in other countries.

67. The regular exchange of information was important in promoting co-operation
among States. His Government strongly believed that the broadening of information
and communication ties was an essentiad pat of a comprehensive system of
international peace and security.
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68. Hungary favoured the estahlishment of a new information and communication
order in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
hoped that the resolutions on questions relating to information would be fully
implemented. In that regard, he stressed the need to exchange the dependent status
of developing countries in the field of information and communication. Hungary was
prepared to discuss any initiative aimed at improving their exchange of information
for the benefit of the international community as a whole.

69. His delegation actively supported the ongoing efforts of UNESCO to promote the
establishment of a new world information and communication order and appreciated
the work of the Department of Public Information in providing information on United
Nations activities. It was hoped that under the leadership of the new
Under-Secretary-General for Public Information, the Department would further
improve the efficiency of its operations in accordance with the recommendations of
the Group of 18 as approved by the General Assembly. DPI should encourage coverage
of efforts to promote better understanding, co-operation, and peace and development
and the full implementation of human rights. The plan to revitalize DPl should be
regarded as tentative since restructuring should mean simplification rather than
setting up new levels of management. Hungary fully supported the efforts to reduce
personnel by 15 per cent and hoped that such measures would improve the
proportional representation of different groups of Member States. Lastly, he said
that Hungary attached particular importance to the work of the Committee on
Information and fully supported its recommendations as well as the activities of
DPI and UNESCO to establish a new world information and communication order.

70. Mr. Gonzélez (Chile) took the Chair.

71. Mr. TERZ| (Observer, Palestine Liberation organization) reminded the Committee
that the full title of agenda item 4 (a) of the last session of the Committee on
Information was “Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace
and international understanding and based on the free circulation and wider and
bet' er balanced dissemination of information”. The raison d'étre oOf communication
was certainly to strengthen peace and international understanding, and the approach
to the item in the Special Political Committee should not be abstract but should
relate to practical methods of establishing such a world communication order. The

media should focus more on the peaceful aspects of information than on acts of
violence.

72. The information currently disseminated about developing countries was not
always accurate or fair. Very often the first comment on an exploson in some part
of the world was that so far no faction of the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) had claimed responsibility for it, thus automatically linking the PLO with
any violent act. Such comments were not designed to promote peace and
understanding among peoples but rather maliciously conceived to attack one people
and its struggle for independence. The preceding day, a major New York newspaper
had carried a story about the constructive and positive talks at the Arab Summit in
Amman that had not reported the true events but rather the incorrect and m 'icious
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reactiona of the writer. NoO publicity had been given in the press to the aquittal
by Israeli courts of four criminals who had shot a girl in Gaza, even though a
coroner had ertabliahed that the bullets which had killed her had come from their
guns, or to the acquittal of the members of the Israeli State terrorist squad who
had killed two Palestinians. Freedom of circulation of information and expression
should be adhered to, especially by those who so often quoted article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

13. There was often a conspiracy of silence in the Western press, especially that
of the United States, as in the case of the attempt to violate the obligations
arising from an international treaty between the host country and the United
Nations, He believed that a new world communication order would help to ensure
that such information was not glossed over but readily available throughout the
world.

74. The new Under-Secretary-General for Public Information was to be congratulated
on her courage in undertaking her formidable task, especially when she knew in
advance of the attempts made to distort the image and impugn the prestige and
effectivenear of the United Nations and that, in a country which withheld some
$400 million in dues from the United Nations and used it as a means of financial
terrorism, anything might happen.

75. He war happy to note that the recommendations of the Group of 18 had
emphasized the need for DPI to fulfil its mandate art forth in various General
Assembly resolutions.

76. The PLO appreciated the way DPI had carried out the mandate set forth in
General Assembly resolution 41/43 C, paragraph 2, to disseminate information on the
activities of the United Nations ayetem relating to the question of Palestine, to
update publications, to organize fact-finding news missions to the area and
regional and national encounters for jounalists.

?7. The aggressor8 against the Paestinian people aways complained that the
material produced by DPIl was biased and did not express their point of view. One
way to remedy that would be to allow access for United Nations committees to visit
the occupied territories.

70. Another subparagraph of the same draft resolution regquested DPI to publish
brochures and booklets on the various aspects of the gquestion of Palestine
including lIsraeli violations of the human rights of the Arab inhabitants of the
occupied territories. That information was available from letters published by
various United Nations bodies but was never disseminated throughout the United
Nations system. He would like to see such violations reported in the media every
day. The united Nations had their own monitors in the area and did not have to
wait for reports from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) or the Committee to Inv tigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Oggr ad Territories. DPI
should immediately disseminate information on such violations and, whenever
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possible, have audio-visual material to provide to the media around the world SO
that everyone should know the Nazi-like crimes being perpetrated in occupied
Palestine.

79. It might be difficult for DPI to do all that he suggested, but he did not see
how financial constraints could hinder the establishment of relations with
non-aligned and other regional news agencies from the developing world.

80. Mr. BENTHIEN (Denmark), speaking on behalf of the 12 States members of the
European Community, reminded the Committee that the first session of the General
Assembly had unanimously adopted resolution 59 (I} stating that freedom Of
information was the touchstone of dl freedomas to which the United Nations was
consecrated. It was also the corner-rtone of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights nnd the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It meant a
free press, which might seek and disseminate information without interefarence from
authorities or Governments and freedom for all individuals to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

81, It was against that background that the Twelve viewed the work of the United
Nations in the field of information, including its efforts to promote a new world
information and communication order as an evolving and continuous process amed at
gradually eliminating existing imbalances, particularly with respect to the
development of infrastructures and production capacities and encourrging a free
flow and a wider and be.ter balanced dissemination of information.

82. The Twelve had actively worked towards redressing the imbalance in the field
of information and communication. Those States which were members of UNESCO
supported many Of its programmes amed & developing resources for communication
and information in different regions and welcomed the establishment of the
International Programme for the Development of Communication. The wo.. of the
United Nations could succeed only if Member states had confidence in the bodies
entrusted with a specific mandate and it was important that the particular mandate
of UNESCO should be recognized and respected as well as that of DPI. The
Department should strive to provide a flow of accurate information about the work
of the United Nations, ensuring that the Orqganization received due credit for its
achievements. DPI should contribute to the information and communication
capabilities of the developing world, bearing in mind that its primary task derived
from the work of the United Nations itself.

03. The Twelve were following with great interest the reorganization of the
Department being carried out by the new Under-Secrstary-General. That task was not
easy, in view of the financial restraints under which it was working.
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8., The Twelve had been diarppointed by the outooma of the last session of the
Committee ON Information which, after intensive negotiation8 batwéen the regional
groups end China, had come oloae tr a reault acceptable to ulmomt averyone but had
finally failed. fThat Committee ahould concentrate on developing guideline8 for
DRI, Inatead of formulating aeleotive and often oOoatly priorities, it should help
by ® trermling ta own re¢ommendations. rhe Twelve would aonrinue to co-operate
toward8 aahiav ng consensus in that Committee.

The meeting roae at 1 p.Me



