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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. DESSANDE (Chad) (interpretation from
French): Mr. President, on behalf of the delegation of
Chad, I should like to express deep satisfaction and offer
you warm congratulations on your brilliant election to the
presidency of the tenth special session of the General As
sembly. Your election is a recognition of your personal
qualities and it is also an honour for your country, Yugo
slavia, in view of the major role it has always played in the
matter now under discussion.

2. My delegation also warmly congratulates Mr. Ortiz de
Rozas for his energetic efforts as Chairman of the Prepara
tory Committee for this session. I am sure that under his
effective and perspicacious guidance the Preparatory Com
mittee, over which he was unanimously elected to preside,
will make practical recommendations to the General As
sembly.

3. I should also like to express to the Secretary-General,
Mr. Waldheim, our deeply felt appreciation for the tireless
efforts he has made to organize this session, which he has
quite correctly described as "the largest, most representa
tive meeting ever convened to consider the problem of dis
armament" [Jst meeting, para. 36].

4. I also take this opportunity to welcome the representa
tives of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
I hail their courage.

5. For the first time the United Nations has convened a
special session of the General Assembly to discuss matters
relating to disarmament. This historic decision demon
strates the great interest which the international community
has in these problems, and it emphasizes the determination
of the Members of our universal Organization to find a so
lution to these problems, which, in addition to seriously
hampering normal relations, also endanger the inalienable
right of mankind to life and the right of men, women and
children to a bountiful life, to education, to health and to
well-being in general. As preceding speakers have
stressed, this session is proof that the question of disarma
ment has become a matter of universal concern. All Gov
ernments have now realized that in this nuclear age the
arms race is increasingly threatening the lives of the peo
ples they govern.
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6. Disarmament is no longer the exclusive concern of the
two super-Powers or of a small number of States. This
question, which was previously reserved for a few, can no
longer be resolved unless all participate and unless there is
strict international control for the benefit of all States,
large and small, strong and weak. The level of debate and
the participation of many heads of State or Government
bear witness to the collective awareness of this problem,
which is a serious threat to the human species.

7. Since 1945 disarmament has always figured promi
nently on the agendas of the various sessions. The United
Nations, whose role is to do everything possible to pre
serve future generations from the scourge of war and to
promote social progress and better standards of life, has
adopted hundreds of resolutions relating to disarmament,
which undoubtedly reflects the concern of its Members
over the dangerous escalation of the arms race.

8. It is significant that the first of those resolutions, that
of 24 January 1946, established a Commission which had
the urgent task of submitting specific proposals to ensure
that nuclear energy would be used only for peaceful pur
poses, and to ensure the elimination from national arma
ments of atomic weapons and of all other weapons of mass
destruction. In resolution 41 (I) of 14 December 1946, the
General Assembly recognized the paramount importance
of disarmament for international peace and security. A few
years later it stated that the question of general and com
plete disarmament was the most important question the
world had to face, and it then invited all Govenlments to
do all they could to try to find a constructive solution to
the problem. expressing the hope that as soon as possible
measures would be drafted and adopted by consensus to
move towards the objective of general and complete dis
armament under effective international control.

9. Twenty-four years after the adoption of the Charter,
the General Assembly, in its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of
16 December 1969, highlighted the serious dangers in
volved in the accelerated nuclear arms race and the heavy
and unproductive outlay it involved for the peoples and
countries of the north as well as of the south, and it pro
claimed the 1970s the Disarmament Decade. It invited all
Governments immediately to intensify their efforts to elim
inate nuclear weapons and to conclude a treaty on general
and complete disarmament.

10. So every year all aspects of disarmament, in terms of
both substance and form, are discussed. Resolutions advo
cate a ban on nuclear arms tests and the establishment of
denuclearized zones in various parts of the world. Other
resolutions deal with the banning of chemical weapons, in-
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17. In order that our society may regain the confidence it
has lost, we must draw up specific agreements to ensure as
stable a balance of forces as possible at as low a level of
arms as pr~vailed at the beginning of the present century.
The most Important aspect requiring an urgent solution is
the elimination of nuclear weapons and of other weapons
of ~ass destruction. In creating this new atmosphere of
confIdence, the super-Powers have a responsibility com
mensurate with their destructive capacity.

18. It is henceforth imperative that the United States and
the Soviet Union should reach agreement in the negotia
tions on the limitation of strategic arms, which are fol
lowed with such interest throughout the world. We feel
that such an agreement is a prior condition for nuclear dis
armament. There are grounds for involving all the nuclear
Powers in the negotiations, in so far as the objective is not
simply to eliminate nuclear weapons from the United
States and Soviet national arsenals but to eliminate the na
tional nuclear stockpiles of all the States which possess
these death-dealing devices.

19. The Supreme Military Council, the Provisional Gov
ernment and the people of Chad are following with great
interest the work of this session. For us it is absolutely
necessary to halt the mad escalation of the arms race,
which is creating in various parts of the world an insane
militarism. Unfortunately, this militarism is becoming to
tally absurd and scandalous, and it is using ways of think
ing which are totally opposed to reason. As that militarism
develops, confidence among States ceases to guarantee the
rights of States and is replaced by fear and intolerance.
Those who ~ractise militarism are using anachronistic prin
ciples to impose their own will in the region to which they
belong and are a threat to those around them. They are
also trying to undermine the natural desire of their
neighbours to choose their own political, economic and so
cial institutions. The trend towards militarism can lead to
war, particull:rrly at a time when the nuclear threat is con
stantly growing. This dangerous trend is completely inad
missible, not only because it is outdated but, above all, be
cause it is contrary to respect for the principle of the
equality of peoples and their right to self-determination
and the obligation for all to abstain from the threat or the
use of force against the territorial integrity or political in
dependence of any State.

20. Militarism in a country reflects the imminent dangers
which can flare up at any moment. It is the negation of the
principles of peaceful coexistence. Africa's concern over
the nuclear threat from South Africa is legitimate. The be
haviour of the Pretoria regime in southern Africa is the
most striking example given by a militarized country. We

cendiary weapons and other categories of conventional 16. We venture to believe that it is because we want to
weapons, and call for the banning of rese~rch on or devel- move forward that we all find ourselves here today. Expe-
opment of new weapons of mass destructIOn. rience has unfortunately shown that we have suffered

many more failures than encouraging results, in spite of
our frequently stated good intention!:.. Whilst it is true that
the ~ast two world wars, which spared no people, broke
out ID Europe, it is more difficult today to believe that a
war would necessarily break out in the northern hemi
sphere. The climate of detente must work for the whole
world.

11. However, we must recognize that the measures taken
and the resolutions adopted have not been applied, and all
the efforts made have not yielded the desired results. The
international community remains an impotent witness of
the rapid escalation of the arms race and the growing d;\n
ger of the proliferation of nuclear weapons. At the same
time it continues to suffer from famine and above all from
the persistence of unprecedented poverty. This testifies to
the lack of political will of the heavily armed States to
achieve positive results in this difficult and complex area.

12. Cynical efforts are made to convince us that real suc
cess has been achieved since the end of the Second World
War. However, that is not the case. In fact, it has been
more a question of limiting arms than of disarmament
more a question of regulating cut-throat competition and
prohibiting some particularly undesirable inventions than
of substantially reducing the scale of arms systems.

13. The Secretary-General referred to this situation in his
report on the work of the Organization at the thirty-second
session of the General Assembly. He said:

•• It is now becoming increasingly clear that such an
approach is wholly inadequate to stem the tide of an in
novating arms race, where technological ingenuity tends
constantly to outstrip the pace of negotiations. We can
not take for granted, as a permanent feature of life that
new military developments must and will always be
controllable in a stable balance of mutual or multiple de
terr~nce ..If we continue to try only to regulate or to tem
ponze with the arms race, treating the symptoms rather
than the underlying causes, we run an increasing risk of
temporizing ourselves into nblivion. "1

I Official Rtcords of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session,
Supplement No. I, sect. IV.

14. We have already said that in the past the interna
tional com.munity set itself the objective of general and
complete dIsarmament. It endorsed that objective in a reso
lution adopted in t961. It will be recalled that at that time
the General Assembly unanimously adopted a programme
fo~ general and complete disarmament which gave us a
ghmpse of a world in which arms and military expenditure
would be limited to internal police and security needs.
Seventeen years have elapsed, and our objective is still
eminently desirable, but still difficult to attain because we
continue to excel in our own type of rhetoric. So since
1961 we ha~e been deliberately ignoring the steps we must
take to achieve the very praiseworthy objective we have
set Ourselves. We are still groping for the key to this prob
lem,. and on our success, as we all know, depends the very
survival of our threatened human species.

15. What seems paradoxical is that, as it seeks the key to
th~ proble~, t~e world community, now polarized, is still
uSI~g the dlgmty.of the. ~uman race, our intelligence, our
gemus, our creatIve ablhty to continue to invent ways of
self-destruction.
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31. I cannot conclude this particular part of my statement
on the effects of insane militarism on international rela
tions without mentioning that genuine disarmament would
do away with the focal points of tension now existing in
various degrees in Africa and also in the Middle East. Be
cause of its strategic position, that region is now becoming
one of the major and most dangerous arsenals of the world
-both from the qualitative and the quantitative view
points. Thus it is high time to halt the arms race, for, as
we all recognize, the arms race is becoming a crime be
cause arms, even if they are not used, condemn the poor to
hunger in view of the tremendous sums of money ex
pended on weapons. Disarmament is inseparable from the
great objectives of mankind: unity, justice and harmony.
The victory of disarmament will certainly be a victory for
peace and the harmonious development of the peoples of
the world.

27. My Government's only desire is to ensure national
reconciliation and to work for the well-being of the people
of Chad and the gradual integration of the national econ
omy. Our only desires are peace, prosperity and good rela
tions with all States in the world that respect the national
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Chad.

28. We know that we have much to do, and we know
that peace and security are prerequisites for any econoIT'ic,
technical or cultural development. We denounce any at
tempts at destabilization of our country as well as the in
troduction of arms of all kinds. History will judge all those
who continue to send to Chad the most sophisticated
weapol'ls, thus inciting the sons of Chad to kill one an
other. Currently, surface-to-air missiles, Sam 7s, 106-mm
cannons and 57-mm recoil-less cannons, 6O-mm mortars,
anti-tank weapons and RPG-7s are to be found all over
Chad, not to mention heavy machine-guns and the many
personal weapons.

29. The weapons I have just listed have been brought to
Chad and placed in th,e hands of the sons of that country
without the knowledge of the legitimate authorities.
Weapons of this kind are being used daily at focal points
of tension deliberately created by those who seek buyers
likely to spread and defend their ideologies.

30. All those who have introduced these weapons with
the aim of fulfilling their covert intentions are responsible
for everything that ns happening in my.country. We won
der why, in making patently false allegations, they are try
ing to make Chad a theatre of sinister events. Chad, what
ever may be said, is certainly a nation. We reaffirm that
nothing will alter the fact that we constitute a nation, for
the nation to us is the idea of a homeland on the map, the
idea of frontiers to be defended, the idea of the sovereignty
of a people and its Government over a territory, the duty to
defend these ideals by all available means. Such positions,
:- "'.........."1111".....1.1 .n... ,o,IC4U/hDrDl n",et nnt ~ rliC!",&'o!1rrl~rI if Ult:a
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want to avoid pointless tragedy.

"We have noted that some States are more imperialist
than others which they are constantly attacking. We
must be very consistent and logical. Those States are the
ones which are encouraging and financing subversion,
rebellion and internal disorder in other States through
subsidies and advice and by maintaining mercenaries on
their territories."

must spare no effort to discourage that regime's desire to violability of frontiers, the territorial integrity of States,
acquire nuclear weapons. the peaceful settlement of disputes, non-intervention in in

ternal affairs and respect for national rights, principles
which for Chad constitute the basis of a just settlement of
any dispute.

22. My country, Chad, has always been aware of the
need for States to base their relations on those principles.
Since independence our guiding principles have been the
principles of the United Nations, the non-aligned move
ment and the Organization of African Unity. Our foreign
policy and our relations are based on those principles, be
cause our Government has always fulfilled in good faith its
obligations deriving from the various charters to which it
has subscribed.

21. The excessive armaments which are sought by cer
tain Governments give rise to a strange feeling in relations
between States. The Charter of the United Nations con
tains principles on relations between States which are per
fectly in keeping with the requirements of peaceful coex
istence. As everyone knows, these principles have created
a sound basis for guaranteeing international peace and
security. They are also a valuable contribution towards the
effective expansion of co-operation among all nations.

26. We see disarmament as a general mobilization of the
international community against under-development and
poverty and against injustice. We also see it as a general
mobilization in favour of just causes and to ensure the tri
umph of, and full respect for, the principles of sovereign
equality, non-recourse to the threat or use of force, the in-

23. We are convinced that understanding among States is
irreversible. It is a prelude to a just and lasting peace,
which all regions of the wodd seek. We believe in seeking
and working for a climate of confidence.

24. We believe that finding a solution to the question of
disarmament involves struggling against national pride,
compounded by blind chauvinism, and the aggressive su
periority complex of most regimes in the world. It also
means combating the new tendency towards annexation,
invasion, occupation and interference in internal affairs,
which has become the philosophy of many Governments.
Solving the problem of disarmament also means opposing
the new hypocritical methods to which some Governments
have had recourse as a means of undermining the indepen
dence and social progress of other States. It also means
struggling against a new imperialism and a new form of
hegemony which can take as many varied forms as the
means available to the practitioners of those policies.

25. This new imperialism and inclination to hegemony
I~,.I ....... no .....~n .... _~ .....~ ....1:_1_..-"..:_ "n._r: ~ r"lo.n..... ..-.0. ........ _ ..

I~U UI~ u"au U.I 1.11'" UlplVlUal.l\" "\oil v 1\,,1'" VI '-UClU, ."1-'1""\3"'111.-

ing General Felix Malloum Ngakoutou Bey-Ndi, President
of the Supreme Military Council and Head of State, to say
at the Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries at Colombo in August 1976:

I
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i2:No gel1eJ:ationcanboasior'h~ving ~chi~ved such sig
nificant-scientific advances as ours. However. none has
witnessed 80 much horror. loss of human life and material
destruction as our generation during the past few years as
well as equally brutal wars which are usually fought in the
name of concepts as fanciful as ethnic superiority and
ideological considerations. Given the unprecedented tech..
nical potential of mankind today. we can expect it to be
used to solve many political. social and economic prob
lems facing the international community. It must be used
to combat poverty. ignorance, disease and hunger in the
world.

33. The primary objective of any disarmament strategy
must be to ensure that the human and material resources
made available by disarmament will be placed at the serv
ice of the economic and social development of all coun
tries, in particular the developing countries.

34. The policy of producing and stockpiling weapons of
mass destruction is unacceptable and absurd. The arms
race has long since entered the realm of the irrational. and
a developing country such as mine cannot but be outraged
over the fact that military expenditure throughout the
world amounts to $400 thousa'nd millions a year, a figure
which may double in the near future if this special session
does not adopt disarmament measures.

35. Our world is seriously faced with a series of prob
lems: the problem of the energy crisis as well as that of
supplies of raw materials; the problem of pollution as well
as that of hunger and disease.

36. We the developing countries must establish public
services and create the necessary infrastructures in the
health, education and housing sectors. It is an imperative
duty for our Governments to do everything possible to pro
tect the human environment and to ensure the economic
and social advancement of peoples in general. One is
therefore entitled to ask why vast resources that are now
being squandered on armaments cannot be diverted to help
suffering peoples to recover.

37. It is unthinkable that. while we recognize tl1at these
tremendous military expenditures of States are having the
most adverse effects on the economic and social develop
ment of the world. we can continue to allocate to arma
ments the sum of over $1 billion every day.

38. We are convinced that the $1 thousand millions thus
spent should have gone to improving. as the report of Ruth
Leger Sivard on military and social expenditures in the
world indicates,2 the standard of living of 1 million people
suffering from malnutrition out of the world population of
4.2 thousand millions; of 800 million illiterate adults; of
1.4 thousand millions who do not have any drinking water;
of 800 million who do not enjoy basic comforts; and of 1.4
thousand millions who have no medical protection of any
kind.

2 World MiUtary and Social Expenditures 1976, Leesburg, Va.,
WMSE Publications, 1976.

39. Because of its economic, social and political conse
quences the arms race is a serious obstacle to progress for
the new international economic order, which all wish to
establish to correct the economic imbalance between the
developing and the developed countries.

40. The group of non-aligned States. upon whose initia
tive the Assembly is in session. has put forward several
reasonable proposals for disarmament.

41. In addition to these proposals, many delegations
have made specific suggestions of which the final objec
tive is to halt the arms race. The exchange of views which
we have begun since the start of the session will, we hope.
make it possible to arrive at an effective negotiating ma
chinery. Our session will have attained its goal only if we
are able to come out of it with substantial and concrete
results. We welcome any initiative aimed at the establish
ment of a democratic negotiating machinery for disarma
ment and a universal verification system.

42. That is why we greatly appreciate the French plan for
establishing a satellite controi agency under the jurisdiction
of our Organization and subject to international control
[see A/S-IO/AC.1I7]. This plan. just like the plan of the
Nordic countries. shows that s'.,me progress is being made
in the area of verification for disarmament and should
therefore be analysed with a view to immediately imple
menting the measures that it contains.

43. We support the idea of holding another special ses
sion in so far as regular meetings would enable us to eval
uate the progress made. It is our inescapable duty to deter
mine the principles, the priorities and the measures aimed
at strengthening peace. security and confidence among our
~tates. The peoples.of the world have placed in us all their
confidence and their hope. We must not disappoint them in
the results of our work. Most delegations have told us that
their Governments are ready to make sincere contributions
to disarmament.

44. Chad has faith in reason and cannot but appreciate
and support any initiative aimed at securing peace based
on mutual understandinl! and iustice. Our optimism leads
us to believe that the current climate of -international
detente will be strengthened by the measures which the
General Assembly intends to adopt. We believe in positive
peace and we are convinced that with the prohibition of
genocidal weapons the world will be able to distribute its
wealth and resources equitably. We support any action
against any form of imperialist enslavement. against ex
ploitation and impulsive acts and we shall support any pro
posal designed to alleviate the suffering caused by the
arms race. That explains our presence at this session.

45. Mr. AMIN (Afghanistan): Mr. President. permit me
at the outset to express my sincere congratulations and
those of the delegation of the Democratic Republic of Af
ghanistan on the occasion of your election to the presi
dency of this important special session of the United Na
tions General Assembly devoted to disarmament. The
delegation of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan has
pleasure in seeing an experienced diplomat and distin-
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51. While the relations of the Government of the Demo
cratic Republic of Afghanistan with neighbouring countries
in the region and the world are based upon their treatment
of our democratic and national revolution, the peace
seeking foreign policy of the Democratic Republic of Af
ghanistan, in accordance with the basic lines of our revolu
tionary duties, consists in the following: pursuance of a
policy of positive and active non-alignment, in indepen
dence and on the basis of principles of peaceful coexist
ence; the establishment of relations of good
neighbourliness, friendship and co-operation with all
neighbours of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan; the
consolidation, widening and all-round expansion of
friendly relations with our great northern neighbour the So
viet Union; the expansion of friendly relations with India;
ensuring friendly relations between the Democratic Repub
lic of Afghanistan and Iran, Pakistan, and China; the set
tlement of the national issue of the Pashtun and Baluch
people on the basis of their own will and historical back
ground, by means of understanding and pea.ceful political
talks between the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and
Pakistan; efforts for the preservation of world peace and
the consolidation of the foundations of peace in the region;
campaigning for general drsarmament and particularly for
the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear arms, the dis
mantling of aggressive military bases on foreign soil and
the expansion and deepening of international detente; re
spect for and observance of the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Hu
man Rights.

46. My delegation also wishes to extend its heartfelt
gratitude to the Secretary-General, Mr. Waldheim, for his
tireless efforts and dedication to the cause of the United
Nations and, in particular, to world peace.

guished personality such as yourself from non-aligned Vu- menting, were announced by Noor Mohammad lhraId, sec-
goslavia, with wnich Afghanistan has always had close retary-General of the Central Committee of the People's
and amicable relations, as President of such an important Democratic Party of Afghanistan, Chairman of the Revolu-
session. tionat:y Council and Prime Minister of the DemOCratic Re

public of Afgh:mistan. Copies of the basic lines of revolu
tionary duties of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan have already been distributed to
representatives for their perusal.

47. As this is my first opportunity since the establish
ment of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan to be
present in this august Assembly, I consider it my duty
briefly to draw the attention of representatives to the im
portant historical and liberating event that has occurred in
the life of the people of Afghanistan. The liberating armed
uprising of the people of Afghanistan on 27 April 1978,
marking the beginning of the national and democratic rev
olution carried out by patriotic officers and valiant soldiers
of my country on the basis of the free will of the people of
Afghanistan and under the creative leadership of the
People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, began a new
era in the destiny of our people.

48. Throughout half a century the people of Afghanistan,
under the oppressive and tyrannical regime of Moham
mad Nader Shah's dynasty and its last despotic remnant,
Mohammad Daoud, tolerated mediaeval anti-human mis
eries and tortures-a kind of colonial and tribal
feudalistic regime connected with the dark reaction of
imperialism. The ruling Nader-Daoud family represented
the most reactionary type of feudal aristocracy, which tried
every possible deceitful and Machiavellian means to pre
vent the rapid and healthy economic, social, cultural and
political development of Afghanistan. Thus, by keeping
the people of Afghanistan in ignorance and poverty, they
safeguarded the greedy interests of their own family and
those of the oppressive and exploiting ruling classes and
internal and external forces of reaction.

49. To avoid talking at length, I call respectfully on the
representatives and world public opinion to consider the
facts and figures provided by t~;;~ various organs and agen
cies of the United Nations and the other international or
ganizations concerning Afghanistan as proof that Afghani
stan, despite its enormous natural and human resources,
remained dUr!~e dle .50 years of the dark r~gime of the
aristocratic family of Nader-Daoud among the 20 least de
veloped and most backward countries of the world-a
situ~tion which was no longer tolerable to the people of
Afghanistan. During the past half-century all the necessary
objective and subjective conditions have existed in the
country and all the regional and international possibilities
have been available for Afghanistan to rank among the de
veloped and advanced countries and to fulfil actively its
international obligations as regards peace, together with
other peace-loving nations of the world.

50. These were the reasons for the triumph of the na
tional and democratic revolution of the people of Afghani
stan, culminating in the establishment of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan. The basic lines of our revolution
ary duties, which the Government is charged with imple-

52. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, on the
basis of its peace-seeking policy, attaches special impor
tance to this great and vast gathering of international sig
nificance convened at the suggestion of the non-aligned
nations, in which representatives of i49 countries of the
world are participating in order to deliberate on the prob
lems of disarmament.

53. Although the peace-loving forces of the world have
exerted tireless efforts against imperialist reactionaries and
warmongers and also against the arms race, with some im
portant achievements, and although ending the arms race
and providing a suitable atmosphere for the reduction and
eventual eradication of the danger of nuclear confrontation
is a basic issue related to human life, unfortunately the
arms race has not come to an end. Moreover, the policy of
new scientific and technical military inventions is being
followed greedily and relentlessly, with an aggressive and
warlike attitude to the creation and completion of various
types of inhuman weapons of mass destruction.

54. The continuation of the arms race not only prevents
the growth and expansion of the profound and beneficial
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64. Sixthly, chemical weapons must be banned and fi
nally eradicated. In this connexion, necessary negotiations
must begin immediately and must continue.

61. Thirdly, atomic war must be prevented. All countries
should be invited to act in such a manner as to prevent the
creation of regional and international tension and atomic
war. In this regard, nuclear countries must bear the bulk of
the responsibility. Those countries that have not made any
commitment must enter into treaties with the nuclear coun
tries for the prevention of atomic warfare.

62. Fourthly, there must be a general and complete ban
on nuclear tests. This important measure, for the imple
mentation of which all the necessary conditions exist, can
contribute very effectively to banning the production of all
kinds of new nuclear weapons.

65. Seventhly, there must be a ban on the production of
all types and systems of new weapons of mass destruction.
In this regard, the immediate commitment of the United
States and the Soviet Union to prevent the production of
neutron weapons-in conformity with the proposal of
Mr. Gromyko, the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union
[5th meeting]-is totally in the interest of peace.

63. Fifthly, there must be a comprehensive consolidation
of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. The Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [resolution
2373 (XXII), annex] must be given a more general form,
and the guarantee system in this regard must be strength
ened in such a way as to ensure that non-nuclear countries
will not obtain nuclear weapons.

66. Eighthly, military budgets must be reduced. The im
plementation of this reduction would be an effective meas~

ure for preventing an arms race. Negotiations must be
conducted on this issue, and a gradual reduction of mili
tary budgets must begin. The sums thus released should be
utilized to better the standard of living of hundreds of mil
lions of people of the world who suffer from poverty, sick
ness, illiteracy and colonialism.

process of tbe easing of tensions, as well as international a high destructive capability must be stopped. It is also im-
detente, but Can even cause a serious dlanger of nuclear perative that all military bases on foreign soil be dissolved
war-a war that can destroy all human beings and indeed and foreign forces withdrawn from them.
human civilization. The arms race, started by imperialism,
is being aggravated by the influence of the warmongering
quarters of the world. The opponents of detente and dis
armament have recently expanded their destructive activi
ties against the programme and policy of peace. The
shocking day-by-day increase in the military expenditures
of the imperialists and those related to them and their in
sane interest in the production of new weapons of mass de
struction are the best evidence of the validity of our state
ment.

55. We believe that the views of a large circle of coun
tries and world public opinion play a considerable role in
solving the complex outstanding problems of disarmament
and in the efforts towards the achievement of disarma
ment. This special session of the General Assembly has to
day drawn to itself the vital interests of all humanity; all
the peoples of the world earnestly wish and hope for, and
demand that the General Assembly adopt, decisive meas
ures in this regard for the salvation of all.

56. The Democratic Republic .¥; Afghanistan believes
that the inability to solve the problem of disarmament and
the inherent danger to humanity caused by the lack of pro
gress in thh~ matter is doing irreparable damage to interna
tional peace and security and to the economic and social
development of all the nations of the world.

57. One of the fundamental aims of the progressive
forces of the world is to achieve general and complete dis
armament under international control; to guarantee peace
and security and the right of the peoples on earth to live;
and to solve the main economic and social development
problems of the developing countries.

58. While confirming the peaceful proposals of Mr. Oro
myko, Foreign Minister and head of the delegation of the
Soviet Union and of others who are the real advocates of
peace, and bearing in mind the need actualiy to achieve
general and complete disarmament in order to ensure per-
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59. First, there must be an end to the production of all
types of nuclear weapons, the number of such weapons
must be reduced and, ultimately, they must be totally erad
icated. Towards the achievement of this aim, the produc
tion of nuclear weapons and all other types of weapons
creating the danger of the mass destruction of human be
ings must be banned. Stockpiles and the delivery systems
of nuclear weapons must be reduced. The financial re
sources thus released must be utilized for peaceful pur
poses-namely, to assist the developing countries of
Asi~, Africa and Latin America. All types of nuclear
weapons-strategic or tactical, offensive or defensive
must finally be eradicated.

60. Secondly, military forces must be reduced. This lofty
aim must be implemented parallel with nuclear disarma
ment. The production of all conventional weapons having

67. Ninthly, the sea-bed and oceans must be demilitar
ized. The prevention of the installation on the sea-bed of
nuclear weapons and other types of weapons of mass de
struction must begin. The sea-bed and oceans should be
utilized for peaceful purposes, and an international treaty
for the demilitarization of the sea-bed must be signed.

68. Tenthly, I would mention regional measures for mili
tary detente and disarmament. Efforts in this regard play
a major role in the reduction of the arms race and in dis
armament, particularly in the regions where there is a huge
amount of taking of sides militarily. Military regional
detente must be observed in the non-nuclear areas. Zones
of peace must be created in the various regions of the
world. The recognition of the Indian Ocean as a zone of
peace, the withdrawal of nuclear vessels and submarines
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82. Zambia believes that this special session provides a
unique opportunity to re-appraise the situation. This ses
sion is therefore an opportunity to chart the course of hu
man survival, which should not elude us. My delegation
hopes that all countries will avoid using this platform for
propaganda purposes and approach the critical question of
disarmament with the seriousness it deserves. To do other
wise would be to undermine the very fabric upon which
confidence-building measures could be based. We may not
achieve all the positive results in the course of one session,
but a start has to be made on the rough road to general and

81. The arms race both in its horizontal and vertical di
mensions is at its peak in human history. If present trends
persist, the situation is likely to worsen and thereby in
crease the dangers of a holocaust. Indeed, man appears in
tent on accelerating what one candid observer has called a
"race to oblivion". The arms race is truly a race to obliv
ion.

80. We are painfully aware of the death-dealing capacity
of modern weapons, and of nuclear weapons in particular.
Much has been said about the fact that weapons which are
now in the arsenals of the major Powers can annihilate the
human race several times over. Thus, it is deadly enough
to have weapons that can kill once; it is outrageous to keep
amassing modern weapons of mass destruction with over
kill capacity.

79. Severai speakers who have preceded me have elo
quently outlined the contemporary state of armaments on
our planet. Volumes upon volumes of statistics on arma
ments bear testimony to the peril in which we live today.
The situation is as alarming as it is perilous. We live in the
age of the precarious balance of terror. The reality of the
prevailing situation is that mankind is alive today because
those who are armed to the teeth against other human be
ings have not decided to strike the final blow. Our era can
therefore be truly characterized as one of permitted sur
vival.

78. Zambia believes that all States have a responsibility
to work towards the attainment of disarmament. However,
it is those Powers which have the largest share of arma
ments that have the responsibility for halting the arms
race. My delegation appeals to them to demonstrate their
political will in disarmament negotiations during and after
the session, if a global catastrophe is to be averted.

77 . Di:;armament is a global issue which requires global
solutions because it involves the security of each and every
human being. No nation or people can afford to remain ob
livious to the real dangers and consequences which are
posed by the constant escalation of the arms race.

76. It is equally significant that the first special session
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament should
be presided over by a distinguished national of a country
which acted as host to the founding conference of the non
aligned movement. Delegates are all aware by now that
this session has been convened at the initiative of the non
aligned countries. We, the members of this movement,
hope that in acceding to our request all the other members

from the Mediterranean Sea and the establishment of zones of the international community are equally desirous that
of peace in various parts of the world are in conformity this special session will achieve the positive results for
with the spirit of this important session. which it was mooted and convened. Leaders of the non

aligned movement had called for this session because of
their concern for and commitment to international peace
and security. Moreover, the task of this special session is
at the very core of the purposes and principles of the
United Nations.

69. It is imperative to utilize practically and effectively
all types, forms and channels of negotiations and talks to
wards putting an end to the arms race. As a matter of prin
ciple, the discontinuation of talks concerning disarmament
makes the solution of the problems of disarmament even
more complicated. The responsibility for the serious con
sequences of the discontinuation of these talks lies in the
parties which, using various pretexts, refuse to negotiate.

70. The delegation of the Democratic Republic of Af
ghanist~n fully supports the convening of a world confer
ence on disarmament shortly after this special session de
voted to disarmament.

71 . The acquisition of nuclear weapons by Israel is a
source of serious concern and anxiety to us. We consider
the consequences of this an element seriously and ad
versely affecting peace and security in the Middle East and
the world. This is yet another dangerous and undesirable
development in the Middle East crisis.

72. The covert proliferation of nuclear weapons to Israel
and Suuth Africa is a disturbing violation of the interna
tional Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
on the part of some nuclear countries that have signed and
even acceded to it. The collaboration and co-operation be
tween Israel and the racist regime of South Africa is a
cause of further concern to the Afghan delegation.

74. Let us unite all our forces and efforts for the salva
tion of humanity, the world, and indeed human civilization
from the holocaust of global war and the mass annihilation
of the inhabitants of the earth. We believe that we have the
capability of utiiizing our reason and knowiedge for peace,
the friendship of nations and the prosperity of the peoples
of the world.

75. Mr. MWALE (Zambia): Mr. President, at the outset,
I wish to congratulate you on your election, for the third
time this year, to preside over yet another special session
of the General Assembly. Your election bears testimony to
the confidence that the international community has placed
in your person and in your country, Yugoslavia.

73. The peoples of the world expect this special session
of the General Assembly of the United Nations to adopt
concrete measures in support of the efforts for disarma
ment. This special session must result in the profound ex
pansion and consolidation of detente, including military
detente, and the reduction of international tensions.
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88. It is in that context that we call for a re-examination
of military power blocs with a view to dismantling them.
The dangers of military power blocs to the security of all
of us are self-evident.

complete disarmament. Therefore, we must come out of ament, members of the international community must also
this important special session with a serious programme of work towards the elimination of tension as a means of
action on disarmament. building confidence. In that regard, the powerful military

States must not exaggerate the requirements of their na
tional security. What we have in our contemporary world
is a disequilibrium between national security requirements
on the part of the major Powers and the demands of inter
national peace and security. An exaggerated sense of na
tional insecurity breeds dangers for international security.
Is the time not yet ripe for States to redefine their national
security needs?

83. Disarmament is interlinked with the strengthening of
international security. We cannot, therefore, discuss dis
armament without the intention of committing ourselves to
strict compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and of implementing fully the Declaration
on the Strengthening of International Security [resolution
2734 (XXV»)-in which documents the principles of jus
tice, equality, independence, peace and development are
enshrined. It behoves us, therefore, to eliminate the causes
of conflict in the world by striving to find just solutions to
the crises in such areas as southern Africa, the Middle East
and Cyprus.

84. While discussing the need to eliminate international
tensions, I wish to draw attention to the escalating and
dangerous conflict in southern Africa, the root cause of
which is the continued existence of arrogant and aggres
sive white minority regimes. These regimes, by their
actions, are intent on fomenting an East-West confronta
tion which could result in a third world war. President
Kaunda has repeatedly sounded a note of warning about
this impending conflagration. This threat posed to interna
tional peace and security by the racist minority regimes
of southern Africa has become all the more ominous as a
result of the decision of South Africa to become a nuclear
weapon Power. South Africa is now on the threshold of
detonating a nuclear device. South Africa has reached that
level of military build-up primarily because of the assist
ance which it continues to receive from certain States rep
resented here.

8S. We in Zambia view the continuing supply of nuclear
materials to South Africa as a dangerous trade with omi
nous consequences for Africa and the world. What those
who collaborate with racist South Africa must realize is
that they are arming a deranged and neurotic regime
which has little or no respect for human life or for norms
of civilized conduct and international law. This matter can
not be treated casually, at least not at this special session
on disarmament.

86. The special session of the General Assembly must
call for an immediate end to all collaboration with racist
South Africa in the nuclear field. We ur.ge all the Western
countries which supply nuclear materials to South Africa
publicly to renounce this treacherous trade. In this respect,
once again, we implore the international community to im
plement seriously the recent arms embargo imposed on
South Africa by the Security Council. If the racist
regimes in southern Africa had not been armed to the
present levels, the current conflict in the region would not
have mached its present alarming proportions. The interna
tional community would greatly contribute to the· ideals of
disarmament and the relaxation of international tensions if
it were to halt the further supply of arms to racist South
Africa, a country which has amassed the largest arsenal of
weapons on the African continent for repressive and ag
gressive purposes.

87. While efforts are being exerted ·in the field of disarm-

89. At the regional level, efforts to achieve disarmament
goals are being frustrated by external forces. Attempts by
States in some regions to create zones of peace or nuclear
free zones continue to be thwarted by the ambitions of cer
tain major Powers and blocs. In Africa, the efforts of litto
ral and hinterland States to make the Indian Ocean a zone
of peace is a case in point. We urge all those who intrude
in this region to reverse their policies in the interests of
peace.

90. Africa has chosen the path of non-alignment. Non
alignment for us means that we have the right to choose
our friends and, indeed, that we can be the friends of all if
we so wish. It means that we shall have no permanent ene
mies but that in this world of human interdependence we
shall seek dependable allies, to achieve international peace
and security. It means that we shall not accept tutoring or
blackmail from friend or foe as to what is in our best inter
est. We know our objectives and our priorities. We are
committed to the maintenance of our independence and are
preoccupied with the struggle to liberate southern Africa.

91. We are witnessing the revival of cold-war rhetoric
and, concurrently, manoeuvres which seek to make Africa
a pawn i.n the great Power rivalries. My Government is
gravely concerned about this serious development a.rul by
the dangerous notion entertained in certain quarters that
Africa can only maintain its independence within the con
text of international power politics. Consequently, extra
neous factors have been introduced in a calculated bid to
control and recolonize Africa and to justify external inter
ference. We are today witnessing the spreading of alarm
designed to shift the focus from the struggle for the libera
tion of southern Africa, the implied net result of which is
to provide protection and give a further lease of life to the
white racist minority regimes. Racist Vorster's statement
last week is sufficient proof that the white minority
regimes of southern Africa are very pleased with the new
obsession prevalent in certain quarters, for they know full
well that it provides them with a shield to stem the tide of
liberation in southern Africa.

92. A further manifestation of the new forms of recoloni
zation of Africa is the hatching of strange ideas about
Africa's presumed security by those who purport to know
better than us what is right for our continent. In addition,
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we are witnessing schemes designed to use parts of our 97. We are aware that for decades schemes have been
continent as guinea-pigs in experimenting with certain devised to reach agreement on general and complete dis-
weapons of mass destruction. That is a dangerous trend annament under effective international control and, thus,
which must be halted in the interests of Africa and of to enhance the disarmament' process. However, the results
world peace. I take this opportunity earnestly to appeal to of these efforts, including the enforcement of disarmament
all States to respect the sovereign right of African coun- through multilateral agreements, have been minimal, to
tries to decide what is in the best interests of their conti- say the least. A lot remains to be done in the years ahead.
nent. We wish that all the noise today about Africa could Moreover, the machinery to enforce strict compliance with
take the form ·of pressure being brought to bear against the the multilateral agreements has been weak. In some local
white minority regimes of southern Africa, which are conflicts, for example, asphyxiating, poisonous or other
certainly the root cause of the present state of the African gases, and bacteriological methods of warfare have been
continent. My delegation urges all States to redouble their used, in contravention of the 1925 Geneva Protocol3 and
support for us in Africa in the struggle to liberate southern of the Hague declarations and conventions adopted at the
Africa from the clutches of the oppressive, exploiting rac- turn of the century. Zambia urges the United Nations to
ist white minority regimes and not to fall prey to cheap devise means of dealing with the CUlprits as a matter of
propaganda. course when they breach these international norms of civi

lized conduct.
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93. We in Zambia see disarmament as the potential
source of a positive contribution to world development and
to the establishment of the new international economic or
der. We share the indisputable opinion that the $400 thou
sand millions which are being wasted annually on arma
ments could be better and more rationally utilized to
promote economic and social development, in particular
that of developing countries, could help to narrow the
ever-widening gap between developed and developing
countries, and serve as a measure of impetus towards the
establishment of the new international economic order, a
system based on principles of equity, sovereign equality
and the concept of self-reliance. Let us all constantly re
mind ourselves that the quest for the new international eco
nomic order is but one integral ingredient of a universal
movement towards a new, rational and genuinely secure
global order.

94. It remains Zambia's fervent hope that the growing
spirit of interdependence and the demands of the prevailing
world economic crisis will inspire greater and more sincere
efforts towards disarmament by States commensurate with
their respective share of the burden. We remain confident
that any effective and meaningful effort to reverse and halt
the arms race would release valuable resources for better
productive deployment in the sphere of deveiopment; dis
armament and development are thus dialectically inter
linked. Let me emphasize that the sense of security that
would be engendered by the establishment of the new in
ternational economic order would be genuine and sincere,
not illusory.

95. This special session has the vital responsibility of en
abling mankind to chart a programme of action which
should contain specific measures aimed at halting the arms
race and ensuring arms reduction. In this effort, the long
term role of the United Nations in the field must be clearly
outlined.

96. My Government believes that there is an urgent need
to democratize the forums for disarmament negotiations
and deliberations, because peace is indivisible and there
fore rightly it is the concern of all States. That process
would complement the other bilateral and multilateral ef
forts aimed at resolving the disarmament problem.

98. Whatever positive results have been achieved so far,
the arms race continues unabated. Other efforts to realize
disarmament objectives in a bilateral framework should be
encouraged. The super-Powers have a responsibility to ne
gotiate the limitation of the deadly weapons in their pos
session. We are only too well aware that there is an urgent
need to approach the issue of disarmament from different
angles.

99. Zambia, as a member of the Preparatory Committee,
joined the other non-aligned nations in submitting pro
posals which are now before the special session for consid
eration. I take this opportunity to commend these pro
posals. While I do not want to discuss all the
recommendations in detail, I wish to highlight certain as
pects of some of them.

100. Our first set of proposals relates to how the problem
of disarmament should be approached. We feel strongly
that there should be, in one form or another, a deliberative
democratic organ embracing the entire membership of the
United Nations. Needless to point out, the First Committee
of the General Assembly does not, in its present form, sat
isfy this criterion. To us, however, it is the principle,
rather than the nomenclature, which matters.
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should be a body that would constitute the permanent ma
chinery for the conduct of effective negotiations. That
body should be assisted by a world research institute or
specialized institute on disarmament, to which other re
search and peace institutes might be affiliated. We recom
mend that all those bodies be under United Nations tute
lage.

102. Our second set of proposals relates to what should
be done to achieve the ultimate goal of disarmament. In
our opinion that goal is general and complete disarma
ment. In this area, we prescribe a system of classifying ar
senals in a ranking order of destructive capability, from
nuclear weapons down to conventional weapons. Further
more, there should be a reliable system of enforcing inter
national rules of conduct in conflict situations.

3 Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poi
sonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare
(League of Nations, Treaty Series, vol, XCIV (1929), No. 2138, p. 65).
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103. In conclusion, may I say that this special session is co-operation and understanding coupled with a genuine dCM
one of the rare oppot1unities which mankind, through its gree of sincerity and a determined desire to find and forM
representatives assembled here, has devised to change the mulate practical solutions for the establishment of a so~nd

course of history. By our actions in this chamber, we may framework that will regulate amlaments. My delegation
not only save succeeding generations from the scourge of also hopes that during this special session a set of. princi-
war: we may also save ourselves and civilization from ex~ pies will emerge on which general and complete dlsarma-
tincd"n as a result of catastrophes which can be triggered meot will be negotiated within the next few years.
oft' merely by pressing a button on a deadly weapon.

104. Mankind, our living species, will continue to be in
mortal danger of annihilation if the present arms race is not
halted and reversed. Let this special session put an end to
man's obnoxious race to oblivion.

10S. Mr. KINENE (Uganda): Mr. President, may I take
this opportunity to congratulate you upon your election to
preside over this special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament. Your unanimous election to this
high office bears testimony to the Assembly's confidence
in, and respect for, your outstanding qualities and personal
experience. At this juncture I should like to pay a tribute to
the dedication of your country to the search for a solution
to the problem of disarmament. That dedi~ation was evi·
dent as far hack as 1961, when the first Conference of
Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Coun
tries, at Belgrade, led to the adoption of the resolution at
the fifth conference at Colombo-a resolution endorsed by
the General Assembly~resulting in this special session
devoted to disarmament. '

106. Allow me also to convey to you and to all repre
sentatives at this session the very best wishes of Field Mar
shal Idi Amin Dada, President of the Republic of Uganda.

107. The convening of the special session on disarma
ment coincided haPI "y with the appeal of the Life Presi
dent of Uganda in his New Year message to the nation,
and. indeed, to the whole world, that this year shou!d be a
year of love, peace and reconciliation. Uganda's stand on
this important issue of disarmament has been spelt out
clearly. We supported the proposal to convene this special
session. Lt proposal made at the fifth conference of non~
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convening of a United Nations conference on disarmament
in the near future.

108. Like many of the representatives who have spoken
before me, Uganda believes that the security of States is of
paramount importance and that. before anything else, each
country, big or small, has a responsibility or duty to pre~

serve its security. By the same token, Uganda believes that
its security will remain threatened so long as the security
of Africa is threatened. Our continent cannot be fully se~

cure so long as any part of it is under colonial or racist
domination. It is with this in mind that we must make a
clear distinction between disarmament and the struggle for
national liberation. whether in Africa, the Middle East or
any other part of the world. Full assistance, in arms,
should be given to liberation movements, regardless of
where they come from.

109. My delegation is fully confident that the dclibera...
tions of this session will be conducted in an atmosphere of

Mr. Asensio-Wunderlich (Guatemal,,) , Vice-President,
took the Ch"ir.

110. We are all aware that the issue of disarmament is a
very complex one. It requires a spirit of caution, patience
and flexibility. It is, therefore, our hope that all delega
tions represented here will refrain from maintaining fix.ed
positions. so as to avoid a deadlock. The United Nations,
under whose auspices this special session is being held, is
the greatest bastion of peace, human dignity and funda
mental freedom. It is here at the United Nations that all na
tions of the world, big or small, developed or developing.
can meet in an atmosphere of peace in order to discuss ahY
problems that affect mankind with a view to finding appro
priate solutions to them. This is why the Uganda delega
tion sincerely believes that the United Nations should play
an ever-increasing role in providing the machinery for ne
gotiations on disarmament.

Ill. The United Nations should also assume G new role
of direction and encourage the conclusion and ratification
of a treaty incorporating agreed procedures for general and
complete disarmament such as the creation of a new insti
tutional structure in int~rnational relations where dialogue,
negotiations and peaceful settlement of disputes would re·
place war and the use of force.

112. As we are all aware. disarmament negotiations nave
in the past proved to be very difficult, complex., and highly
technical. Most of the difficulties surrounding these nego~

tiations have been to a great extent political and psycho
logical. Any delay in negotiating and reaching practical so
lutions to the question of disarmament would, therefore,
make it even more difficult to find solutions to this com
plex problem. In the meantime, new dangers are likely to
come to the fore, since new deadly weapons would be de
ployed by those who make them, thus holding all of man
kind at ransom. It is the sincere hope of the Uganda dele
gation that Member States of this Organization will display
the necessary political will and wisdom so as to bring
about a successful conclusion to our deliberations.

113. In the last three decades, we have witnessed the de~

ployment of deadly weapons and the accumulation of so~

phisticated nuclear weapons. In short, a new dictionary of
armaments has been devised. But what is all this for'? If
disarmament negotiations had taken root immediately after
the Second World War, and if secrecy had not surrounded
the manufacture and deployment of new types of deadly
weapons, mankind would not today be living in permanent
fear of the most brutal form of death.

114. The arms race has sparked tensions and fury among
the super·Powers. and created misunderstanding among
them to the consternation of the rest of the international
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123. We appear to be living in an era that is happily re
ferred to as civilized, but a close look shows some grounds
for scepticism as to whether we really are civilized when

122. It is curious to note that this Treaty was signed and
even ratified by some States known to possess nuclear ar
maments. Their intentions are well known. How can those
States expect other States not to follow their example?
Security should be an integral part of any disarmament
talks. Blackmail should not be the backbone of nuclear
disarmament. That is why Uganda has refused to be a
party to that Treaty. While Uganda appreciates the princi
ples underlying the Treaty, it feels that it tends to arm
those countries already possessing nuclear armaments and
to disarm those which do not have them at all. It tends to
leave the super-Powers and other nuclear-weapon States
the policemen of the world. It is with this in mind that
Uganda holds strongly to the view that if any genuine dis
armament is to be realized in the foreseeable future, then
nuclear weapons should be destroyed first.

121. The last one and a half decades bear testimony to
how general and complete disarmament can be achieved
through treaties. Treaties may themselves be legally well
formulated, and the intentions may be real and practical,
but treaties might not be obeyed by some States which
might for one reason or another decide not to sign, accede
to or ratify them. There are cases where some treaties have
been drafted for motives other than those of general and
complete disarmament. Notable among them is the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. A substan
tial number of States have not become parties to this
Treaty, and for very good reasons. As long as it tends to
deprive the non-nuclear-weapon States of the opportunity
of producing weapons while other States are producing and
ho!ding stockpiles of them, the Treaty cannot make any
meaningful contribution it might otherwise have made to
general and complete disarmament.

community. These tensions have in turn produced a situa- 120. The bilateral negotiations between the United States
tion where war and am1ed conflicts have become highly and the Soviet Union that resulted in the strategic arms
feasible. Tensions have a tendency to breed more tensions. limitation talks were a welcome development. That was a
More tensions have bred more armaments in different gesture that displayed a spirit of co-operation in the field
forms and sizes. Thus the tragedy of our time is that tech- of disarmament. Difficulties and disagreements between
nological discoveries, instead of being put to good use, the parties to the talks are bound to create technical and
have been turned into instruments of destruction of the hu- other problems. In this connexion, I wish to point out that
man race. The irony of technology is that man has made bilateral negotiations, of which the strategic arms limita..
wonderful scientific discoveries but has not managed to tion talks are an example, tend to exclude other States
create a new framework in which he can live in security which also have nuclear stockpiles. Thus, while the United
and peace. States and the Soviet Union may reach agreement on plac

ing a ceiling on a particular category of armaments, other
States might be attempting to exceed the limit already set.
There is also the possibility that agreements reached in
such limited talks might not be acceded to by other nuclear
States. Uganda feels that, in order to meet the challenges
of such problems, there is a need to expand the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament so that all negotiations
concerning strategic weapons, nuclear weapons and con
ventional weapons and the reduction of armed forces are
brought within the ambit of the General Assembly. The
advantage of that arrangement would be that a process of
consultations could be established within an enlarged body
so as to facilitate a consensus.

115. Disarmament negotiations cannot make any pro
gress unless we have a climate in which all nuclear
weapon States agree to sit at the same conference table to
iron out their differences. All of us gathered here have a
common goal, namely, to bring about general and com
plete disarmament. What is required at this session is to
undertake to devise a new negotiating machinery where all
nuclear and non-nuclear States could exchange very useful
views on how to destroy weapons of mass destruction.

116. A cursory look at the history of disarmament nego
tiations gives the impression that wh~never there was an
impasse or deadlock in these negotiations, a new body was
created. While we welcome all efforts directed to bringing
about disarmament, it is the feeling of my delegation that
these separate efforts should not be regarded as replacing
the over-all machinery in which all of us are to be involved
in solving the issue of disarmament.

117. Multilateral negotiations on issues pertaining to dis
armament are very useful as a means of working out prin
ciples on which a sound foundation for disarmament can
be based. But this session will be wasted if the principles
which we so sincerely hope will emerge from it do not
evolve on the basis of mutual respect and equality. The in
ternational community cannot leave anything to chance.
That is why we call upon all States, especially all nuclear
weapon States, to exert more efforts in the disarmament
negotiations.

119. The proposal of Sri Lanka concerning the establish
ment of a world disarmament authority [see AIS-/OIAC./I
9], deserves serious consideration by this session devoted
to disarmament, as this could be one of the ways by which
the United Nations system might positively contribute to
the realization of the objectives of general and complete
disarmament.
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view that we need machinery for furthering the negotia
tions or implementing the decisions which this session will
have endorsed and recommended. Allow me to reiterate
Uganda's position, which is in line with that of other non
aligned countries, that the membership of the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament should be broadened to
reflect the increased membership of the United Nations
and that the link between the General Assembly and the
Conference be strengthened. This membership should also
include all nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon
States, and the recommendations and proposals of the
Member States should be taken into consideration.
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129. In conclusion, while wishing this special session
very useful discussions, my delegation hopes that man will
create a new world so that the society in which he lives
will be safe and secure.

130. Mr. HUMAIDAN (United Arab Emirates) (inter
pretation from Arabic): On behalf of my delegation I
should like to convey our sincere congratulations to the
Pre3ident of this special session on his election, which re
flects the deep respect and appreciation that the interna
tional community feels for Yugoslavia because of its pio
neering role in promoting disarmament and working for
the creation of a world of peace and security, of justice
and prosperity. His election is also a tribute to Yugoslavia,
which is a founding member of the non-aligned move
ment, as well as a recognition of the initiative taken by
Yugoslavia in convening this special session.

131. The interest of the peoples of the world in the prob
lem of disarmament is mainly due to the problem's close
relation to the basic purpose for which the United Nations
was established-the maintenance of international peace
and security.

132. The United Arab Emirates, a developing and non
aligned State, attaches great importance to this special ses
sion, which we hope will lay the foundation for the adop
tion of concrete measures and actions directed to the
achievement of complete and general disarmament.

133. We have witnessed year after year a proliferation in
the number of nuclear-weapon States, and we know that
some other States have the capacity and ability to produce
nuclear weapons, while yet others will acquire such
weapons in the near future. The nuclear-weapon States can
exercise self-restraint and avoid the outbreak of nuclear
war between themselves, although doubts are raised in
some circles about that assertion for the future, but such
restraint might not be possible if the nuclear circle were
enlarged. Can we accept living under the shadow of the
growing fear of nuclear war? Because we cannot do so, we
associate ourselves with all those voices that call for a ban
on all nuclear tests by all parties and in all regions, without
exception, and for accession by all States to a convention
on the total prohibition of nuclear weapons.

in our midst we hold instn'Iments calculated to cause the known that Africa is not unmindful of those manoeuvres I: South P
most brutal kind of death, when every minute we are liv- and will resist them to the end. f among t
ing in fear of the most devastating war. ! 326.'3(X;

128. The international community is awaiting real results East as :
from this special session. My delegation will support any
useful proposals. Uganda is fully committed to disarma
ment, and that is why we fully support the proposals sub
mitted by the nO'l-aligned countries. We are confident that
these proposals, together with the reports of the Prepara
tory Committee, particularly the declaration and pro
gramme of action, will provide this session with a broad
framework from which a consensus will emerge.

124. We have committed ourselves to the establishment
of a new international economic order based on justice and
equity. We have to e~amine the problem of disarmamwnt
bearing in mind that international economic order. Instead
of fostering enmity and belligerent situations, let us foster
development. United Nations statistics show that there are
large numbers of undernourished children all over the
world, especially in the developing countries. Natural dis
asters are a S0urce of misery and suffering for large num
bers of people in different parts of the world. Many people
go without food and ar~ living in conditions of abject pov
erty. Instead of spending $400 billion a year on armaments
of mass destruction, let us channel a substantial part of this
money to economic development. There is a lot of room
for development and for averting abnormal situations, but
there should not be room for destructive instruments of
war. Let those countries that feel they have resources to
spend on the manufacture of deadly weapons rededicate
themselves to changing the plight of mankind by stepping
up their contributions to the United Nation~ ~.. assisting
developing nations and especially the lea~, veloped
among the developing and land-locked countries that face
the hardships of our time in this increasingly competitive
world. Let us know one thing: that mankind is a family in
which the welfare of everybody should be paramou'nt in
this world of interdependency.

125. We on the African continent are not unmindful of
the dangers posed by the ever-increasing collaboration in
the field of nuclear arms between some Western Powers
and the racist regime of South Africa. Uganda feels that
such co-operation is a threat to Africa as a whole. We call
upon all those involved in such co-operation to desist from
it. That is why Uganda calls for strict respect for nuclear
weapon-free zones or Zllnes of peace as long as they com
mand the support of the countries of the region.

126. The last half of the nineteenth century \l/itnessed the
final stage in the scramble for Africa by the Western imper
ialists. It is after untold suffering and sacrifice that Africa
is emerging from under the imperialist yoke to occupy its
rightful place in the world. However, barely two decades
have passed and yet the whole world is witnessing a new
and more vicious scramble for our continent by those same
colonialists of yesterday, who are using the excuse of de
fending Africa against chimerical enemies. In this world
there is nothing as hypocritical as the imperialists. Afri
cans know quite well which are the countries that stood by
its side when they were fighting against the colonialists.
We also know which countries supported the colonialists
against us. Today we also know who is supporting the
freedom fighters and who is supporting and supplying
deadly·weapons to the racists to massacre our brothers and
sisters.

127. Our challenge to those who seem to have just dis
covered Africa is that if they are really concerned with the
welfare of Africans, then let them give arms to the free
dom fighters and not to the racis~s. Otherwise, let it be

134. My delegation also welcomes the increased recogni
tion by all States, especially the nuclear States, of the con
cept of nuclear-weapon-free zones and the creation of such
zones in some regions, such as Latin America, Africa,

140.

40ffil
Plenary
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~ South Asia and the Middle East. Our delegation was annually on armaments has reached $400 thousand mil-
~ among those which took part in the adoption of resolution lions while development assistance to the developing coun-

3263(XXIX) concerning the declaration of the Middle tries does not exceed $20 thousand millions.
East as a nuclear-weapon-free zone.

135. Our world is also witnessing a terrible race towards
the development .and acquisition of conventional weapons.
It is a race in which the two military pacts and some third
world countries take part. We fully understand the reasons
and the factors that impel those countries to acquire
weapons, but we also know that those reasons and factors
can be eliminated if there is goodwill, if there is a clear de
termination to do so, and if the following conditions ob
tain.

136. The first is respect for the principles and purposes
of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the appli
cation of the resolutions adopted by the various organs of
the United Nations. The second is respect for the rules of
international law-decolonization, the elimination of the
consequences of aggression, the rejection of the policy of
fait accompli, including the policy of colonization and ex
pansion, and respect for the right of all colonized peoples
and peoples under alien subjugation to exercise their right
to self-determination and independence. Thirdly, there
should be recognition of the sovereignty of States over
their natural resources and an end to the use of threats to
control production or determine the price of raw materials.
Fourthly, the new international economic order should be
established. The fifth condition is the dissolution of the
mmtary pacts and big-Power alliances, with the disman
tling of military bases and an end to all forms of foreign
intervention in the internal affairs of States.

137. We believe that it is not impossible to' realize these
conditions, if some States give up their desire to dominate
and to monopolize and if they accept the rules of equality,
justice and mutual benefit.

138. In speaking of the problem of disarmament, we
must refer to the necessity of refraining from the produc
tion, development and stockpiling of chemical, bacterio
logical and incendiary weapons and of destroying this type
of weapons.

139. Our Foreign Minister in his statement from this ros
trum at the thirty-second session declared that:

"The failure to achieve any substantial progress on
the question of disarmament is a matter of concern to
us. The arms race and the proliferation of lethal
weapons, whether nuclear or otherwise, is a heavy bur
den on humanity and endangers international peace and
security. We therefore believe that it is essential to take
practical and concrete steps for the reduction of military
budgets and the transfer of human and material re
sources from disarmament to the fields of development
where they are most urgently needed."4

140. It is regrettable that the amount of resources wasted

141. In this connexion I should like to emphasize that the
United Arab Emirates earmarks a large part of its national
income to provide assistance to brother Ara~ States as well
as other friendly developing nations. Our State is peaceful
and does not stockpile advanced or conventional weapons,
and we have no intention of doing so in future.

142. Another fact must be mentioned in this respect
our State is part of the Arab region; it belongs to the Arab
nation, that nation which is now facing a real danger, that
is, the occupation of some of its territory as well as the ex
pulsion of the Palestinian people and the blocking of the
exercise by that people of its right to self-determination
and to the establishment of its own independent State on
its national soil. We notice with great regret that some big
Powers are continuing to support the Israeli military au
thorities and to provide them with the most modern
weapons. We are also greatly concerned about recent re
ports of co-operation between the two iacist regimes of
Israel and South Africa with a view to acquiring and devel
oping nuclear weapons. We believe that it is the responsi
bility of the international community as a whole to avoid
this danger, which would threaten peace and security not
only in Africa and the Middle East but also in the whole
world. Another significant fact is that Israel has persist
ently refused to accede to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Arms. It has also persistently
refused to accept General Assembly resolution 3263
(XXIX), calling for the declaration of the Middle East as a
nuclear-weapon-free zone.

143. The United Arab Emirates is conscious of the fact
that it is part of the Arab world, which is facing the dan
gers I just mentioned. At the same time, we are aware that
our State is located in a very important and sensitive area
-the Gulf region. That is why we are making every ef
fort to isolate the region from big-Power rivalry, because
this rivalry is a threat to our security and national indepen
dence.

144. On the basis of what I have just said, our State
since its independence has supported the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXVI)].
We support all measures and efforts aimed at giving effect
to this resolution. Our Government has held consultations
with other Gulf States in order to preserve security and sta
bility in our region. Our action in this field is based on two
fundamental principles: first, non-interference in the inter
nal affairs of other States; and, second, the peaceful settle
ment of present or future disputes between the States of the
region without any foreign interference.

145. In conclusion, my delegation wishes to reiterate its
hope that the work of this special session will lead to the
adoption of a new strategy for the implementation of genu
ine disarmament measures.

"

4 Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-second Session,
Plenary Meetings. 18th meeting. para. 133.

146. Mr. AL-HADDAD (Yemr ') (interpretation from
Arabic): It is a great pleasure for my delegation to extend
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154. At the present time, the arms race, in addition to its
threat to international peace and security, constitutes a
squandering of resources badly needed for economic and
social development in many parts of the world. In fact, ar
mament is incompatible with development in every aspect.
Furthermore, we note with distress and grave concern that
the danger of the arms race has not only reduced the prior
ity given to aid and technical assistance but distorted the
noble idea and objective of aid to the developing countries,
because of its strings and political considerations. In the
meantime, it has had a negative impact on the flow of aid,
or has obliged some countries to enter into security ar
rangements, thus becoming a source of tension or adding
more fuel to the already inflamed situation.

153. Indeed, many countries which have signed the
Treaty could not accept a situation in which the nuclear
Powers continue to carry out underground tests, including
underground tests of weapons, of up to 150 kilotons; there
fore a comprehensive ban on tests of any size by the nu
clear-weapon countries must be negotiated if a disarma
ment plan emerges from this session, because this would
be a very important step towards the achievement of dis
armament.

156. Our objective in pursuing disarmament is to save
present and succeeding generations from the scourge of
war and all its dreadful consequences, strengthen the cause
@f justice, peace and security throughout the world and
foster a climate of understanding and co-operation. We
must all strive to achieve disarmament. We must change
the direction of policies which have led to the arms race.
We must reject foreign policies of intervention and expan
sion expressed through military might.

155. My delegation notes with grave concern the steps
taken by the Zionist authorities to establish a programme
for the development of nuclear weapons in co-operation
with the racist regime in South Africa. Furthermore, the
attempt to link possession of nuclear weapons, or the de
sire to possess them, and national security is fallacious.
We feel that a trend of this' sort and in that direction is cer
tainly dangerous and should be condemned and prevented.
In fact, we believe that seculiity can only be maintained
through the removal of all the injustices and aggression
that characterize international relations today. Further
more, the arms race has encouraged certain States, in par
ticular Israel and the racist regime of Pretoria, to secure a
decisive military advantage in order to satisfy their ex.pan
sionist and aggressive policy and ambition. In both cases
such attitudes should be deplored and prevented from ac
quiring a deadly momentum which would endanger the
whole process of life. The acquisition by Israel of nuclear
weapons, which would represent a grave threat to interna- ,
tional peace and security, must be prevented.

147. The special session of the General Assembly de
voted to disarmament offers a unique opportunity for us all
to review and assess the extent and magnitude of the dan
ger that the arms race, in both nuclear and conventional
weapons, is posing to the very existence of mankind. To
day we must seize this opportunity to demonstrate our gen
uine desire to free the world from the threat of nuciear war
and destruction.

to the President our wannest congratulations on the unani- greatly to the increase of international tension and the crea-
mous trust that this august Assembly has placed in him in tion of hotbeds in many parts of the world. The 1968
electing him to preside over its deliberations. Indeed, it au- Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons re-
gurs well that this special session devoted to disarmament mains a dead letter because some nuclear States continue
should be held under the guidance of a brilliant and dedi- to violate the provisions of that Treaty, which in turn
cated statesman from Yugoslavia, a founding country of makes possible a new technological break-through for non-
the non"aligned movement. The delegation of Yemen is nuclear States which might provide them with a super-
therefore certain of a successful and effective conclusion to weapon.
this session.

150. The non-aligned countries, guided by their lofty
principles and ideals of peace and justice the world over,
proposed the convening of a special session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations devoted to disarmament,
which provides a forum open to all States, big and small,
nuclear and non-nuclear, so that they can lay the ground
work for complete and general disarmament. However, the
United Nations membership is called upon to play a
greater role and to shoulder its responsibility for the suc
cess of this session. The delegation of the Yemen Arab
Republic is hopeful that our deliberations at this session

••• • ". , 1... L· L ...... .• 1
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in laying the groundwork for complete and general disarm
ament.

148. The delegfttion of Yemen attaches great importance
to this special session which represents a significant devel
opment in the history of the United Nations.

149. Hence it is incumbent on all countries, and in par
ticular the nuclear Powers, to declare in good faith their
political will to ensure the successful conclusion of the
special session devoted to disarmament, thus fulfilling
their obligations concerning international peace and secu
rity in accordance with the principles and purposes bf the
Charter of the United Nations.

151. While we recognize the value and significance of
our exercise on disarmament and arms control during the
regular session of the General Assembly, which may re
flect the concern of world opinion, it nevertheless has not
produced concrete results that could reduce the fear of nu
clear war and destruction and, at best, build up the confi
dence of our generation in the success of the disarmament
and arms-control negotiations. My delegation believes,
therefore, that the orientation of the special session on dis
armament should be towards specific goals and objectives
as regards general and complete disarmament. This should
be made clear in order to dispel the doubts and despair
which have been accumulating during the past decades, so
that disannamentaild arms control have continued to be a
mirage, or at best a pleasant dream of the optimists.

152. The arms race in both nuclear and conventional ar
maments is the underlying factor which has contributed

"
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163. Mr. BANDIO (Central African Empire) (interpreta
tionfrom French): The tenth special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament which was convened on
the initiative of the non-aligned countries at the fifth Con
ference of Heads of State or Government of the Non
Aligned Countries held at Colombo, is an extremely im
portant ii'1d unprecedented event for our world.

158. Disarmament should be pursued for economic and
social ends, through the promotion of peace and relaxation
of international tension as well as through the release of re
sources which can be transferred to peaceful uses and redi
rected to raise standards of living and promote faster pro
gress, and action to eliminate poverty, mass
unemployment, disease, hunger and illiteracy.

159. The International Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development Decade [resolution
2626(XXV)] calls for a 6 per cent target rate of growth of
gross national output for developing countries. In the
meantime, the Strategy calls upon the developed countries
to increase the rate of official development assistance to
developing countries to 0.7 per cent of the gross national
product, with the aim of achieving those rates by the end
of the decade.

157. My delegation stresses once again that the contin- 162. My country, which belongs to,the third world,
ued Zionist aggression against the Palestinian people and would like to make its modest contribution towards con~

the Arab world represents a grave danger not only to the crete proposals that could form the basis of a comprehen-
security and stability of the countries of the region, but to sive plan for general and complete disarmament. We be-
the peace and security of the entire international commu- lieve that such a plan should contain the following
nity. Therefore discussions on disarmament must be ingredients: first, a comprehensive nuclear test ban agree-
aimed, in the first place, at the removal of the Zionist ag- ment should be worked out as soon as possible; secondly,
gression by halting all military and financial support to the a prohibition on the production and stockpiling of nuclear
racist regime until they abide by the rules of the interna- weapons; thirdly, the elimination of injustices and aggres-
tional community which means: first, recognition of the le- sions which now prevail in many parts of the world, espe-
gitimate national rights of the struggling Palestinian peo- cially in the Middle East and southern Africa; fourthly, the
pie, including their right to self-determination and to a dismantling of all naval and military bases in the Indian
national State in Palestine; secondly, withdrawal of Zionist Ocean, which has been declared a zone of peace by the
forces from all the occupied Arab territories, including Je- General Assembly; fifthly, a strict halt to development of
rusalem, as an important step in the international efforts to any new nuclear weapons; sixthly, the development of an
achieve general and complete disarmament, and in order to adequate system of control and verification; seventhly, the
establish a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. If we strict observance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
fail to redress injustice, I fear that no discussion on dis- Nuclear Weapons; eighthly, a substantial reduction in the
armament will have any meaning or value while Israeli oc- production and deployment of nuclear weapons through an
cupation of the land of others is permitted and Zionist ag- agreement to limit and reduce military budgets which
gression by the use of force and military power continues would help the transition from partial measures to general
unabated. and complete disarmament; ninthly, a reduction in the mil

itary budgets of the permanent members of the Security
Council and the allocation of part of the resources thus re
leased for economic and social assistance to the developing
countries; tenthly, in order to draw the attention of the
Governments and peoples of the world to the direction the
arms race is taking, the Secretary-General should keep the
facts under periodic review and inform the Assembly
thereon; and, finally, the adoption of the Secretary
General's suggestion to devote to national and interna
tional disarmament efforts $1 million for every $1,000
million currently spent on arms [J st meeting].

!60. At present the flow of development assistance to
developing countries amounts to only 0.35 per cent of the
gross national product of the developed industrialized
countries. Meanwhile, military expenditures of the latter
countries, that is to say the developed countries, are esti
mated to be 6.7 per cent of their gross national product or
25 times greater than the development assistance provided
to developing countries. On the other hand, if the share of
their gross national product spent on military expenditure
were to remain as in 1970, it would reach $360 thousand
millions by 1980.

i64.· The delegation of the Central African Empire wel
comes this opportunity to join its voice to those preceding
speakers who have congratulated the President on his bril
liant election to the presidency of this tenth special ses
sion. For our delegation it is a real pleasure to see a distin
guished diplomat from a friendly country, Yugoslavia,
which was a founding member of the non-aligned move
ment and was host to the first conference of the move
ment, preside over the debates of this important and mem
orable session on which the future of mankind undoubtedly
depends.

161. Today our objective should be an honest adherence
to and strict observation of the principles and purposes of
the Charter which should guide our deliberations and pro
ceedings to a successful conclusion of this special session
of the General Assembly. We must be prep",red at this spe
cial session to make a solemn declaration of principles
which will be the framework of a comprehensive plan of
disarmament so as to avert the danger of nuclear war, the
use of force or the threat of the use of force.

165. My delegation would also take this opportunity to
express to Mr. Waldheim, Secretary-General of the Organ
ization, our admiration for the most praiseworthy, perse
vering and tireless efforts which he has been making to en
sure that we work towards con<1itions which will be
favourable to the search for and indeed the attainment of
the objectives of lasting peace in the interests of interna
tional detente as provided for in the Charter of our Or
ganization.
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again the words of His Majesty Bokassa I, words which
are still very relevant today, although he pronounced them
from this same rostrum on 20 October 1970, when he par
ticipated in the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary
of our Organization. He said:

"The Second United Nations Development Decade
ought to be both the Second Development Decade and
the disarmament decade. I think it would be pointless to
refer to a disarmament decade if an ever-growing multi
plicity of situations of wretchedness, hunger and frustra
tion did not give hundreds of millions of men, who
would have little to fear from an apocalyptic death from
modern weapons, the ultimate recourse of a different
sort of death, but one which in the end analysis is just as
final. "5

176. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I
call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise
of their right of reply.

177. Mr. SHAHI (Pakistan): The Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, in his statement to
the General Assembly earlier this afternoon, declared that
among the foreign policy aims of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan is the ensuring of
friendly relations with neighbouring countries, including
Pakistan.

178. On behalf of the Government of the Islamic Repub
Hc of PiI,kisian, i weicome that statement. Afghanistan and
Pakistan are close neighbouring countries whose peoples
from time immemorial have been bound together by ties of
race, culture and a common faith. In the contemporary
age, peace, goodwill and friendship between the two coun
tries are vital to the promotion of their national interests
and their deepest aspirations.

179. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Paki
stan, faithful to its established principle and policy of im
proving relations with Afghanistan, has notified the Gov
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan of its
readiness to continue the political dialogue with a view to
the settlement of the outstanding differences between the
two countries in accordance with the five principles of
peaceful co-existence, as mentioned in the PakistanlSoviet
Union communique of October 1974, issued in Moscow,
and the PakistaniAfghanistan joint communique of June
1976 at Kabul. Among the five principles of peaceful co-

S [bid.. Twent.v-flfth Session, Plenary Meetings, 1875th meeting, para.
146.

167. Man of peace and advocate of the peaceful settle
ment of disputes among nations, His Majesty Bokassa I
strongly condemns the arms race and encourages and sup
ports all efforts to pursue international detente.

168. Many speakers, including representatives from the
super-Powers and Powers possessing nuclear weapons,
have come to this very rostrum to make their statements
and to deplore the destructive consequences of these in
struments of war. The delegation of the Central African
Empire hopes that the political will will emerge to tran
scend selfishness and ambitions of hegemony and that the
cry of distress of the entire human race will at last be
heard. It is important to realize that recourse to force in in
ternational relations is linked to the fundamental inequali
ties which are a feature of our world. Moreover, force nec
essarily implies the danger of war and of a series of Iysser
conflicts.

171. The Central African Empire responds in the nega
tive to those who would divide Africa and set one part of
Africa against another. His Majesty Bokassa I, of Central
Africa. said in this connexion: "We want agricultural
equipment to develop our rich and fertile lands, but instead
we are offered guns with which to kill each other".

170. The African continent was long ignored and es
caped covetous designs at the international level, but today
it has become the stake in the gambling of the major
Powers. Adjectives have been invented to describe each
one of our countries to create divisions amongst us in order
to try to give the map of Africa the same political, social
and economic appearance which it had in 1885 at Berlin.

169. We all remember what happened at Hiroshima and
at Nagasaki on 6 and 9 August 1945, and we also remem
ber what, unfortunately, is taking place now in various
parts of the world.

1'12. My delegation strongly emphasizes the fact that the
arms race represents a situation in which the weaker na
tions are subjected in a most dangerous manner to domina
tion and interference by other States which are economi
cally and militarily powerful.

173. Like preceding speakers, we, too, condemn the ex
orbitant world ex.penditure on the construction and devel
opment of the whole range of lethal weapons of war. One
thousand millions of dollars a day: What happiness that
money could bring to those people who are doomed to
every sort of disaster-in a word, to grinding poverty.
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166.. We Woulddlso take this opportunity to congratulate 174. My country, the Central African Empire, which existence;
Mr. Ortiz de Rozas and his team for the excellent work suffers doubly because it is both a land-locked country and oat affairs
which they have done in making available to us such a full is one of the 25 poorest countries in the world, would, I political if
and comprehensive document. The delegation of the Cen- assure you, Mr. President, greatly appreciate any effort of States.
tral African Empire hopes that the discussions which will made to ensure a reduction in this colossal military ex- those join
be held on this important instrument will in fact open up penditure by the great Powers. We would greatly appreci- its relatior
prospects which will enable us to accelerate the process of ate it if those Powers were to devote just a little more of
general disarmament. The development of nuclear their national product to the social and economic develop-
weapons, thermonuclear weapons, and other kinds of ment of the poor countries.
weapons constantly threatens the security of mankind.
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The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.

180. Mr. MAROOFI (Afghanistan): My delegation did
not intend to ask for the right to speak at this late hour.
However, the remarks which have just been made by the
distinguished head of the delegation of Pakistan, remarks

existence are the duty of States not to interfere in the inter- in which reference was made to the statement of the head
nal affairs of one another, as well as the duty to respect the of the delegation of the Democratic Republic of Afghani-
political independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity stan outlining the foreign policy of the new democratic na-
of States. It is in accordance with the letter and spirit of tional Government vis-a-vis its neighbours, impel us to do
those joint declarations that Pakistan is ready to maintain so. The representative of Pakistan alluded to certain points
its relations with the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. which, in the view of my delegation, require clarification.

We therefore reserve our right to reply on another occa
sion.
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