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7. Indonesia does not in any way deny the importance of
the results achieved so far, as these agreements have in
some way contributed to the creation of a better climate of
understanding. They Llave, however, not succeeded in
slowing down the arms race. They have failed to generate
concrete measures aimed at genuine disarmament in areas
of vital miHtary significance.

6. Efforts have been undertaken to stem the arms race, as
a result of which a number of agreements have been
reached for the iimitation and controi of armaments. Dur
ing the last 20 years a number of bilateral and multilateral
agreements h:1.ve been concluded with the aim of reducing
the risk of inadvertent nuclear attack.

"Review and [evaluate] the present international
situation in the light of the pressing need to achieve sub
stantial progress in the field of disarmament, the contin
uation of the arms race and the close interrelationship
between disarmament, international peace and security
and economic development." [Ibid.. vol. I, para. 17.]

8. Total disarmament would be possible in a perfect
world. As we are living in a less-than-perfect world it is
necessary to lower our sights and to be content with the
second-best solution. Bared to its essentials, the problem
of disarmament or the arms race comprises three funda
mental aspects: first, the spiritual, cultural or motivational

5. The present international situation is characterized, re
grettably but undeniably so, by a continuing arms race.
The annual world military expenditure has reached almost
$400 thousand million and the result is the accumulation of
stockpiles with an unprecedented destructive capacity. The
number of nuclear warheads in the possession of the prin
cipal nuclear Powers has risen from 3,700 in 1970 to some
12,000, and their explosive power is equal to that of 1.3
million bombs of the type dropped on Hiroshima. The
number of so-called tactical nuclear weapons is almost
four times larger. The constant qualitative development of
weapons and equipment, characteristic of the arms race in
recent years, stimulates vicious competition, especially in
nuclear weapons and delivery systems. It is very important
to note that no less than 10 per cent of the total outlay in
military expenditures goes to research and development for
the purpose of increasing the destructive capability of ex
isting arms and the development of new and more power
ful weapon systems. If this process is allowed to continue,
it will have disastrous effects upon disarmament.

4. One of the tasks that we have set ourselves in this spe
cial sessien is to:
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2. The role of the non-aligned movement, to which Indo
nesia belongs, is undoubtedly one of great importance in
this special session. Not only has it been instrumental in
bringing about this meeting, but it has also contributed sig
nificantly to its preparation. My delegation wishes to ex
press its support for the ideas and proposals contained in
the non-aligned working paper [A/S-IOIl, vol. IV, docu
mefll A/AC. I87/55/Add. J]

I. Mr. KUSlJMAATMADJA (Indonesia): It was in
196I, during the first conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade, that
the first initiative was taken towards convening a special
session of the General Assembly devoted to the problems
of disarmament. It is, therefore, a happy coincidence that
this special session has now entrusted to you, Mr. Presi
dent, the task of guidiJlg us in our present deliberations.
Your election to this important and at ~he same time diffi
cult office is indeed a source of great satisfaction to my
delegation. We are confident that under your wise and ex
perienced leadership this historic session will achieve the
aims for which it was convened.

3. For the first time in its history, the General Assembly
has been convened to carry out a comprehensive evalua
tion of the question of disarmament, a question which, in
the view of the Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim,
"lies at the heart of the pr~blem of international order". It
is true that the United Nations has, practically since its in
ception, tried to deal with the problem of disarmament and
arms control. However, the discussions have r./ostly been
related to peripheral aspects of the disarmament question
and the results achievecf have little or insufficient practical
effect. More substantive negotiations have taken place out
side the United Nations or under its merely formal aus
pices. This special session has returned the disarmament
issues to their appropriate forum and Indonesia heartily
welcomes this highly significant development. It is the sin
cere hope of my delegation that our deliberations will not
turn out to be another round of political confrontation.
They should be the focal point for our endeavour to achieve
broadly acceptable agreements in an atmosphere of con
structive co-operation. My delegation would like to assure
the Assembly of its full co-operation in the efforts to
achieve that aim.
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20. In this respect the results achieved so far by the
countries of Latin America with the Treaty of Tlatelolc03

and their efforts to establish a regional arrangement for the
limitation of conventional arms are notable achievements
worthy of emulation.

19. Referring now to the spatial aspect of the disarma
ment effort, we firmly believe that pending disarmament
on a global scale, the establishment of regional zones of
denuclearization or peace could be a real and significant
contribution towards the attainment of the ultimate goal.

18. In the light of these developments, it is necessary to
explore frankly the dangers of the continuation of the arms
race and to dispel illusions that lasting peace and security
can coexist with huge accumulations of means of destruc
tion, or that economic development can go side by side
with an accelerated arms race. The adoption and imple
mentation of resolute measures for disarmament, particU
larly nuclear disarmament, have become imperative.

17. My delegation is aware that such an agreement is not
easy to achieve. We must, however, persist, as each year
of failure to achieve effective measures of nuclear arms
control will result in the further development and deploy
ment of new weapons and weapons systems, making it
much more difficult to halt the arms race.

16. As I have emphasized earlier in my intervention, it is
the qualitative nuclear arms race that has a number of im
portant consequences because of the danger it generates
and because it dims the prospects for disarmament. In this
context, the international community should exert every
effort to reverse the arms race before it engulfs the entire
globe. There is an urgent need for an agreement on the
prohibition of the development and manufacture of new
types and systems of weapons of mass destruction, as
called for in several resolutions of the General Assembly.

15. The Government of Indonesia attaches great impor
tance to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons [resolution 2373 (XXII), annex] and has submit
ted it to the Indonesian Parliament for ratification. In doing
so it is our sincere hope that the nuclear Powers will com
ply with their obligations under article IV of the Treaty,
dealing with peaceful uses of nuclear energy. It is even
more urgent that the nuclear-weapon States comply with
the provisions of article VI and achieve progress in nuclear
disarmament. Although Indonesia recognizes the need to
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, this should
not in any way limit the transfer of nuclear technology for
peaceful purposes that will provide the opportunity for the
great majority of countries to make use of this technology
for economic development.

3 Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
(United Nations, Treaty Series. vol. 634, No. 9068, p. 326).

aspects~ secondly, the physical or mechanical aspects, and. an insurmountable obstacle. In this regard, Indonesia wel-
thirdly, the spatial a.;pects of the problem. comes the statements of some nuclear-weapon States to the

effect that they are now ready unilaterally to impose upon
themselves a moratorium on nuclear-weapon testing as a
step towards a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

9. It is striking, if not symbolic of the limitation of our
roie as statesmen and diplomats, that this special session is
concerned mainly t if not only, with the physical and spa
Hal aspects of the problems, leaving the examination of the
real causes of human conflict unattended. We are thus in a
way skirting the real or fundamental issues of the resolu
tion of human conflicts.

10. If we examine the various international instruments
or agreements dealing with the easing of international ten
sion and conflict, the Helsinki Agreement I appears to be
the only one dealing also with the non-physical aspects of
the problem.

11. Our task being restricted, first, to the reduction of
arms or the physical means of conflict and, secondly, to
the spatial aspects of disarmament, let us take stock of
these problems and the various ways we have dealt with
them.

13. With regard to nuclear weapons, maximum efforts
should be made to reach agreements on measures leading
to halting the production of such weapons and the progres
sive reduction of existing arsenals, including delivery vehi
cles, until total nuclear disarmament has been achieved.
There is no denying that the strategic arms limitation talks
constitute an important undertaking within the framework
of nuclear disarmament. We realize, however, that under
the 1972 agreements,:2 the super-Powers set high ceilings
on the deployment of launchers and sites, which have been
runittl\! tnl'r..ueino nntt !u'" nnUJ nnnrnul'hino th.. nor....tt•••yl.'llI-J ••...- ... .."...U'.··e ~••- _........_ ..... ....1"1". - ....... ···:a·o ....- -ea ---
ceilings. While the agreements have had some positive ef
fects, it is important not to forget their serious inadequa
cies with regard to the limitation and reduction of strategic
arms. The agreements as a whole, therefore, have had no
discernible impact on the efforts at meaningful arms reduc
tion measures~ as the ceilings set in those agreements have
tcnded to become floors at the same time.

12. In our present efforts the highest priority must of ne
cessity be given to nuclear disarmament. If limitation of
conventional arms is not given the emphasis it perhaps de
serves, the matter is, given the recognition of the legiti
mate right of self-defence, not as pressing as the case of
nuclear disarmament, simply because of the immense dt;
structive power of nuclear arms.

I Final Act of the Cont'erence on Security and Co-operation in Europe.
silmcd on 1 August 1975.

"2 Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems Dnd the In
terim Agreement on Certain Measures with respect to the Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Anns.

14. Another question which deserves our serious atten
tion is the cessation of nuclear-weapon tests, since contin
uation of such tests constitutes a major threat to the future
of mankind. The willingness of the nuclear Powers to halt
nuclear-weapon tests will be proof of the sincerity of their
commitment to the cause of disarmament. Although such
an agreement should include all nuclear-weapon States and
all other nations, this should not be permitted to become

I
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30. My delegation considers that the proposal made by
the President of Sri Lanka for the establishment of a world

31. We have arrived at a crucial point in our efforts to
reach agreements in the field of disarmament and arms
control. The United Nations must be the focal point of all
our endeavours in this field. As far as Indonesia is con
cerned, it will examine all proposals with an open mind
and evaluate them on the basis of whether they are likely
to overcome the existing impasse. Indonesia hopes that the

28. The United Nations has so far failed to play an effec
tive role in the field of disarmament as envisaged in the
Charter, owing mainly to the lack of political will on the
part of its Members when it comes to the implementation
of the relevant resolutions. The Organization should and
could play a greater role in the effective examination of
these problems and in arriving at solutions acceptable to
all. In order for the United Nations to fulfil its responsibili
ties with regard to disarmament, my delegation is of the
view that the functioning of existing organs entrusted with
disarmament and their relationships to the United Nations
should reflect present needs and realities. In any case, all
efforts should be brought back under the aegis and respon
sibility of the United Nations.

29. My delegation is open-minded as to what specific or
gans should be revitalized, restructured or established as
long as they lead to the strengthening and increased effec
tiveness of the United Nations role in disarmament.

disarmament authority merits our seiious attention [see 4il;
meeting]. Likewise, my delegation finds the ideas in the
statement by the President of France [3rd meeting] to be of
great interest, particularly as they would result in the in
creased effectiveness and democratization of the organs
entrusted with disarmament, with the participation of all,
under the supervision of all and to the benefit of all. In this
context, my delegation would like to draw the attention of
the Assembly to the Conference of the Committee on Dis
armament. If this organ is to be maintained, then its struc
ture and relationship to the United Nations must be thor
oughly reviewed in order to ensure its effectiveness. My
delegation is open to the possibility of substituting another
body for the Conference if that can improve the effective
ness of our efforts to achieve disarmament.

27. In view of those considerations, a major break
through in disarmament might well facilitate deveiopment
progress by releasing vast financial and human resources
for development purposes and enhance the prospect of
greatly increased economic assistance to developing coun
tries, and ultimately the achievement of the new interna
tional economic order.

22. We fully realize that questions of regional stability
and security are not entirely dependent upon the military
presence or absence of the big Powers. In our view, such
questions depend first and foremost on the States in the re
gion concerned. If they can exert concerted efforts to gen
erate a climate of co-operation and devise institutions for
the peaceful resolution of disputes, the stability and secu
rity of the region will be strengthened.

24. Regional disarmament is of special importance for
the security of archipelagic countries like Indonesia, con
sisting of thousands of islands surrounded by sea, with in
numerable straits and sea lanes and situated at the cross
roads between two oceans and two continents. Indonesia
wishes to maintain its sea for fraternal and mutually bene
ficial relations between all nations and for the strengthen
ing of global peace and security. Indonesia would like,
within the limits of its ability, to prevent its waters and
those of the region from becoming an arena of rivalry and
possible confrontation between the navies of the major
military Powers in the pursuit of what they consider to be
their global interests.

23. In this context, the efforts of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations may serve to illustrate the con
tribution which regional associations are trying to make to
the achievement of these goals. The Association has been
able to attain a degree of cohesion among its members by
simultaneously pursuing the goals of preventing interfer
ence by external powers and containing intra-regional dif
ferences.

26. Failure to act in these fields may complicate and seri
ously worsca a number of problems currently faced by the
international community. Unrestrained and continued mili-

25. Disarmament and development are by far the most
urgent problems facing the world community. It is for this
reason that the General Assembly and other United Na
tions bodies have repeatedly stressed their importance. In
the view of my delegation, success in one field will rein
force efforts in the other. Unfortunately, the partial meas
ures of arms limitation agreed so far have not led to arms
reductions or to savings in military budgets of a kind
which ca have significant economic implications. Pro
posals for actual reductions in military budgets have been
adopted by the Assembly but, as we all know, they also
remain to be implemented. Despite these discouraging
trends, it is the duty of States to promote the attainment of
:.,oth goals and to let progress towards disarmament facili
tate achievement of development.

"C"'"'C"'""'~C""'"-:=::="""' ;;;i,:UiII!Illi.""1.1".111111_.11111••__111••••1 '''21'1111.1--10217----11I1
21. The continuing efforts to secure the implementation tary expenditures on the present scale absorb resources;
of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace which are necessary for development and thus divert them 1
(resolution 2832 (XXVI)] represent another important re- to non-productive purposes. Such a trend increases the 'I
gional initiative. It is only in recent years, in particular af- already-large gap between developed and developing coun-
ter the energy crisis, that the strategic importance of the tries, intensifies inflationary tendencies and augments the
Indian Ocean has come to the attention of the international balance-of-payments difficulties of all countries. In this
community. In an area beset by manifold problems, the es- manner, the huge military expenditures adversely affect
calation of the military presence of the big Powers in the the political and economic situation and thereby create an
region can only intensify existing and potential conflicts atmosphere of insecurity and instability.
and instability. On their part, the big military Powers
should exercise the utmost restraint.
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37. On the other hand, experience has shown that certain
Powers having the most powerful means of destruction are
the least active in honouring their international commit
ments in the field of disarmament. The limited success
achieved by the United Nations disarmament machinery is
an additional cause for deep concern. As a result, interna
tional efforts have been wasted on marginal issues whose
scope did not involve dealing with the essence and core of
the problems. Consequently, it was imperative to convene
this special session.

38. The selective bilateral relaxation of tension between
the two super-Powers that came to be known as detente is
a significant feature of the 1970s. Detente would be mean
ingless if it were not translated into concrete results bene
fiting mankind, and if it were not to trigger international
action designed to achieve what was unattainable during
the "cold war". The continuation of the arms race can
only endanger world peace and security. It creates a situa
tion that makes us, the non-aligned countries, determined
to exercise our legitimate right to defend our survival inde
pendently of the requirements of bilateral relations be
tween the two super-Powers. It also makes us resolve to
claim the role of a partner in the relaxation of world ten
sion, the promotion of justice and the rule of law. Hence,
OUk insistence that disarmament efforts take place within
the framework of the United Nations, whose Charter pro
vides the basic rules and regulations governing the beha
viour of the international community.

• .L -..,. t,.. . ~. rI h h rJY. In me ["ilia. ,--ommuniqu" Issue... ~Y Le _0-
ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries, which
met recently at Havana,4 those countries called for the
deepening and broadening of the scope of detente so that it
may cover all aspects of international relations in all parts
of the world and thus contribute to the solution of all exist
ing international problems with the participation of all
States. This, in our opinion, would substantially contribute
to the success of international efforts directed towards dis
armament.

40. Foremost among the questions that consistently com
mand attention in the field of disarmament is that of nu
clear disarmament, a subject to which we attach the
greatest importance. The prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons. the halting of their production and development,
as well as the destruction of stockpiles of nuclear weapons,
should be the ultimate goal of the general and complete
disarmament programme to be drawn up during this ses
sion. Although a limited success was achieved when the
community of nations concluded the Treaty on the Non-

• See document N33/118 of 7 June 1978.

32. Let us hope that this special session will be able to
translate the expressions of good intentions to which we
have listened into agreements that are concrete :,md con
structive. yet sufficiently realistic so that they will indeed
be implemented.

33. Mr. KAMEL (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic):
Mr. President, it gives me great pleasure, at the outset, to
congratulate you on your election to preside over this spe
cial session devoted to disarmament. Your election will
prOVide us with the opportunity to benefit from your wis
dom and wide experience and will make a positive contri
bution towzards the achievement of our common goals. The
practical results that will emanate from this special session
have to do with important and basic issues which will de
termine the future of mankind and If, id humanity to peace
or war, prosperity or want, progress or underdevelopment.
Your election to the presidency of the current session is
also a special tribute to Yug9slavia, a pioneer in the non
aligned movement, and to the constructive and leading role
it has always played in international endeavours aimed at
peace, justice and progress. I take this opportunity also to
express Egypt's esteem for our great friend President Tito
and the friendly Yugoslav people.

34. The historic challenge to mankind inherent in the is
sue of war and peace makes disarmament and the halting
of the arms race a basic goal in the present phase of world
evolution. For this reason, the group of non-aligned coun
tries has consistently called for general and complete dis
annament and stressed the necessity of dedicating all ef
forts and international action-within the framework of the
United Nations and in conformity with the purposes and
priw,;iples of the Charter-to the elimination of the serious
threats confronting us. threats that have ttrisen because the
fruits of our civilization and the achievements of science
and technology are being used to convert the worid into an
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction capable of annihi
lating all signs of life. All this has created a serious situa
tion whereby the world lives at present in a state of fragile
peace, fraught with danger. tension, pessimism and arms
competition.

35. The non-aligned countries, headed by Egypt as a pio
neer, called for a primary role to be assumed by the Uniled
Nations in the maintenance of world peace and the
achievement of general and complete disarmament. This
w&S a reflection of the philosophy and basic principles of
non-alignment, principles which were crystallized and ma
tured during an era of nuclear terror, super-Power confron
tation, awesome competition in the production and devel
opment of weapons of mass destruction. extensive use of
force and violation of the basic principles of the Charter of
the United Nations-aU of which contributed to the crea
tion of unjust conditions, the continuC1tion of which consti
tutes a serious threat to world peace and security.

36. The initiative of the non-aligned countries to convene
the current special session stems .from the unavoidable ne-

r ~:~'=:': I '::: '::. =-:-~~=~-=:::~~'"''''~~''li''S&''' '.'~'3."~ "
members of the intemationai community wiU earnestly eo= cessi!)I of undertaking a comprehensive re-evaluation of 10-

de.avour to Mm the aims of the Disarmament Decade temational efforts in the field of disarmament in light of
through effective actions, not only by formulating a strat- what proved to be organizational and practic~1 shortc?m-
egy for disarmament but by implementing it as well. ings. On the one hand, the Charter of the Umted Nahons

was drafted before the world witnessed the first use of nu
clear weapons. Thus, disarmament, according to the Char
ter concepts, was linked to the system of collective secu
rity, a system that was conceived on the assumption of
co-operation on the part of the big Powers, and not on
their competition and confrontation.
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46. We are determined to pursue that aim in order to re
alize the internationally supported aspirations of the re
gion. However, the voice of israei has sounded a iOne dis
cordant note amid the international unanimity expressed
during the consideration of this subject by the General As
sembly in the last four years. To date, Israel refuses to ac
cede to the non-proliferation treaty and to subject all its
nuclear activities to the safeguards system of the Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency.

47. Allow me to declare from this rostrum that Egypt's
objective is to keep the Middle East a nuclear-weapon-free
zone. Should Israel continue to hamper the attainment of
that goal in order to achieve its designs and ambitions, in
co-operation with South Africa, the international commu
nity, represented by the United Nations, is in duty bound
to take the necessary measures in accordance with the pur
poses and principles of the Charter to prevent such a grave
threat to world peace and security. Such irresponsible poli
cies should be promptly dealt with, bearing in mind the
letter and the spirit of Security Council resolution 255
(1968).

44. Together with sister African countries, we have con
sistently sought to enforce the Declaration on the Denucle
arization of Africa [resolution 2033 (XX)]. This endeavour
enjoys the full support of the international community.
However, the determination of the racist regime in South
Africa to pursue its efforts to acquire nuclear weapons in
order to consolidate its policy of aggression and racism has
prevented the practical implementation of that Declaration.

45. As a result of its strategic position, whatever takes
place in the Middle East affects world peace and security.
This is a reality of which Egypt is fully aware. For this
reason our policy is aimed at the establishment of just and
equitable conditions in the region. We are fully convinced
that the outcome of any confrontation could be that of
leading the world to the brink of a third world war. There
is no doubt that the wars from which our region has suf
fered, and which were triggered by the expansionist de
signs of Israel, have made the community of nations ap
preciate the tremendous advantages to be derived from
conditions conducive to a just and lasting peace in the re
gion and ultimately to the conversion of that region into a
zone of peace. That was the rationale behind the initiative
taken by Iran and Egypt four years ago to declare the Mid
dle East a nuclear-weapon-free zone. 5 That initiative was
acclaimed as a positive contribution to disarmament efforts
and to the maintenance of international peace and security.

S See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Ses:ion.
Annexes, agenda item lOt, document A/%93/Add.1-3.

41. In the light of the limited scope of security assur
ances contained in Security Council resolution 255 (1968),
it is necessary to concert our efforts in order to provide
more credible and far-reaching security assurances for
countries that pledge to renounce the nuclear option. The
definition of the scope of such security assurances would
have to take into consideration the security requirements of
and the conditions prevailing in each region. With respect
to certain countries, security could be ensured by an under
taking not to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear
weapon States, which has come to be called the "negative
guarantee". However, such a guarantee must not be con
sidered as the maximum possible security guarantee that
could be offered to non-nuclear-weapon States. The main
tenance of international peace and security necessitates full
consideration of the precarious situation prevailing in cer
tain regions. To spare the international community any
sudden nuclear escalation that would put a final end to all
non-proliferation efforts, it is imperative that the real
sources of danger be uprooted in time.

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, it is now high time to ica could be considered a 'model for the establishment of
strive to give it universality, ensure its implementation and similar zones elsewhere, and a significant step forward in
develop its concepts. Furthermore, we hope that a compre- the. field of disarmament, we must admit that the existing
hensive test ban treaty, as well as a treaty on the compre- situation in Africa and in the Middle East is totally differ
hensive ban on the production and development of new ent. The convergence of the goals pursued by South ft frica
types of weapons of mass destruction will soon be com- and Israel make their nuclear collusion a direct threat to
pleted. A credible system of verification and safeguards to peace and security in those two regions and, indeed, in the
ensure the fulfilment of the commitments emanating from whole world. Both countries are practising policies of fla-
the agreements and treaties concluded should be strength- grant aggression and are repeatedly violating the Charter
ened. In the urgent fulfilment of their obligations and com- and the rules of international law, thus posing serious chal-
mitments, the nuclear-weapon States should seek to limit lenges to the international community.
vertical proliferation in conformity with article VI of the
non-proliferation treaty. In this context, we are following
closely the negotiations on strategic arms limitation be
tween the Soviet Union and the United States. We wel
come the assurances of their desire to reach a new agree
ment to follow the first agreements of 1972. As a matter of
fact, the success of the non-proliferation treaty in halting
horizontal proliferation is organically linked to the degree
of success achieved by the nUclear-weapon States in halt
ing vertical proliferation.

42. Egypt was one of the first countries to call for the
creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones pursuant to article
VII of the non-proliferation treaty, bearing in mind the
special local conditions in each region. The setting up of
nUclear-weapon-free zones should be coupled with assur
ances from nuclear-weapon States to respect the status of
such zones, to refrain from introducing nuclear weapons
into them ,\Od from using or threatening to use nuclear
weapons against such zones. Furthermore, nuclear-weapon
States should recognize the inalienable right of States be
longing to such zones to have access to advanced technol
ogy under an adequate system of controls and safeguards.
On this basis, Egypt welcomed the Treaty of Tlatelolco as
the first to achieve the goal of creating a nUclear-weapon
free zone. We consider the pledge of nuclear-weapon
States not to supply any nuclear arms to Latin America, or
to use them against any country party to that Treaty, a con
structive and encouraging step towards the establishment
of other nuclear-weapon-free zones.

43. While the nuclear-weapon-free zone in Latin Amer-



"We are anxious to stop the arms race. We arc
looking forward to the day when our acquisition of arms
is minimal.

"We would even like to see the entire region
demilitarized. We were the first to call for making the
Middle East a nuciear-free zone. But that cannot be a
unilateral act on our part. If we are to de-emphasize 8:

mament, the other party must do the same. We are con
cerned with our security too. We have more reasons to
feel that way, with part of our land still occupied. "

56. At its thi~ty-second session, the General Assembly
adopted ~esolutlon 32/152 on the convening of a prepara
tory conference devoted to the prohibition of the use of
specific conventional weapons which might be deemed to
be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects.
That resolution was the fruit of many years of effort on the
part of ~~ver~l countri~s, in~luding Egypt. We hope that
the partlclpatmg countnes wIn co-operate in good faith to
ensure the success of that conference.

55. We emphati<:ally call for further efforts to halt the
acquisition, development and use of such weapons under
binding agreemcnts. Similarly, we attach great importance
to thc conclusion of the treuty for the complete ban on the
use and development of all chemical weapons and for their
destruction as soon as possible.

Mr. Camell (Sierra Leone). Vice-Presidem. took rhe
Chair.

59. In this respect. I should like to recall what President
Sadat said in his specch before the National Press Club in
Washington on 6 February 1978:

57. The non-aligned countries have called for the prohi
bition or the production and development of new types of
conventIOnal weapons; they have advocated their limitation
a~d ~radual reduction, according to specific priorities
wlthm the framework of general and complete disarma
mcnt measures. We are convinced that the gradual reduc
tion of conventional weapons and the haltigg of the arms
~ace sh~uld be linked to the measures designed to promote
mternatlonal security. in conformity with the philosophy
and the c\'~s of the Charter of the United Nations.
Those acth \, ,\~ should proceed simultaneously with the
search for just .and equitable solutions to the political prob
lems endangenng world peace and security.

58. The existence of an unjust situation emanating from
th.e use of .for.ce to i~pose a fait accompli incompatible
With the pnnclples of the Charter and the rules of law and
j~stice has compelled non-nUclear-weapon countries, par
ticularly those of the third world. to bear the burden of
arming for self-defence.

illbid., Eighth Se.~,fi(lft, Pltfttln' Mcelillgs, 470th meeting.
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48. We therefore eaU f{lr theuigent adt;ption of a sccu- Environmental Modification Techniques [resolution 31/
rity guarantee, free fl'om the restrictions and limitations 72]. However, these efforts are not sufficient in view of
that would prevent the Security Council from dis.charging the existence of huge stockpiles of such weapons and their
its responsibilities; a security guanmtee that would enable possible use, particularly in limited wars, as was the case
the Council to take the effective rreventive measures be- in the Middle East when Israel used napalm and cluster
forc, and not after, the occurrence of a nuclear threat. It is bombs against civilian targets.
obvious that in certain critical areas, fraught with tension.
the possible acquisition of advl.\nced nuclear capability, in
the absence of effective international safeguards, by a
country such as Israel or South Africa, whose policies of
aggression have time and again been condemned by the
United Nations. would be sufficient to invoke such a secu
rity guarantee.

49. Those arc some general thoughts casting light on the
nature of the security guanmtee required by the prescnt sit
uation in Africa and the Middle East. We do hope that our
views ~i1I. enjoy the ~uJ~port of all the countries sharing
our objectives and pr10clplcs and striving with us to pro
mote world pence on the basis of law and justice.

50. The fear of nUclear-weapon prolifenltion should not
dissuade us from using nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes, particulady as a source of energy in our pro
gressing world, under effcctive international safeguards.
Such peaceful uses should be encouraged by all nuclear
States so that all countries may benetlt. especially the de
veloping countries which have insufficient sources of cn
ergy to meet their urgent development needs.

51. It is relevant to recall in this connexion that President
Eisenhowcr. in his famous speech to the General Assem
bly in 1953 on the theme .. Atoms for peace",c' paved the
way for an era of peaceful nuclear co-operation and for the
establishment in 1957 of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, upon the insistent request of the non-nuclear
countries. In response to the determination of the non
nuclear-weapon States. the non-proliferation treaty reaf
firmed in its article IV the inalienublc right of all Statcs to
use nuclear energy for peaceful purp()s(;~.

52. In its efforts to achieve the desired progress in sci
ence and technology. Egypt has concluded agreements on
nuclear co-operation for peaceful purposes with a number
?f cou~trie~. Egypt hop.cs that those agreements will be put
1Oto effect tU the near future to serve its development.

53. If nuclear weapons constitute the most serious threat
to. our international community, there exist other weapons
with no less lethal consequcnces. I refer to chemical
wenpons und other weapons of mass destruction and those
which cause unnecessary suffering or which may have in
discriminl.lte effects.

54. It is a mattcr of record that certain efforts have been
made to limit the usc of such weapons, as exemplified by
the 1972 Convention on the Prohibition of the Develoo
mc~t, Productio~ and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Bio
logical) and ToxlIl Weapons and on Their Destruction [res
a/lition 2826 (XXVI) annexl ar.d the 1977 Convention on
the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of
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67. For the past 30 years the United Nations has only
been able to assume its role in the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security when its Member States had the
political will to implement its decisions. If in certain cases
it was unable to do so, it was because of the failure of
some of its Members to honour their obligations under the
Charter.

68. We are aware that disarmament and its problems are
not amenable to immediate solutions at one single session;
that is due to the complexity and ramifications of the prob
lems. However, that fact should not weaken our resolve to
persevere and co-operate in maintaining the momentum al
ready acquired, a momentum that should lead to the attain
ment of the hopes of all peoples that the day will come
when general and complete disarmament will become a re
ality in a world ruled by law and justice-for law and
justice are the real and solid basis for peace, security and
prosperity.

61. Once justice and equity prevail in the Middle East
and Africa and once their peoples have regained their na
tional legitimate rights and secured their independence and
sovereignty, Egypt will earnestly endeavour to channel the
available resources towards development and progress.
The impact of the flagrant imbalance between military ex
penditures and development spending is felt in the serious
challenges we all face as a result of the continued en
croachment of military requirements upon the natural, hu
man and financial resources so much needed for social and
economic development.
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60. Similar problems arise in Africa as a result of foreign on its work with efficiency and seriousness. We support :j
intervention m the internal affairs of that continent; and as the measures needed to develop and improve that organ, in]
long as such policies and designs continue to play havoc palticular a change in its system of co-chairmanship. 'I'

with the destiny of our continent, world peace and security 'I

are likely to be endangered. However, should such inter
ference cease and the serious situation in southern Africa
be eliminated, a significant step would have been taken.
As a result the burden of armament would be alleviated
and a positive contribution would be made to the allocation
of all resources to the achievement of development and
progress in Africa.

62. We have before us valuable proposals and studies,
prepared by the United Nations and other institutions, re
lating to the resources that could be released as a result of
the reduction of military budgets, as well as the possible
reallocation of funds for the establishment of the new in
ternational economic order. We sincerely hope that they
will receive the attention they deserve. In this respect, we
have listened with keen interest to the valuable proposal
submitted by the Secretary-General to appoint an advisory
board of experts and to allocate a certain percentage of ex
penditures on armaments to national and international dis
armament efforts [l st met."ting].

63. Disarmament is no longer the exclusive concern of a
few. It has become one of the basic preoccupations of the
entire international community-hence the importance of
the United Nations as the representative of the will of that
community in the discharge of the responsibility for dis
armament under effective international control.

64. For that reason Egypt believes that this special ses
sion of the General Assembly should ensure the United
Nations roie. It is imperative that aB stages of disamJalJleiit
deliberations-whether discussions, the exchange of
views, negotiations, the drafting of conventions and agree
ments, or the follow-up and monitoring of implementa
tion-should be undertaken by United Nations organs.

65. On the basis of that premise, the convening of the
United Nations Disarmament Commission may, in view of
the representative character of that body, contribute ~o the
preparation of a programme for general and complete dis
armament, as well as to the follow-up of the results of the
current special session of the General Assembly.

66. As for the negotiating machinery, we hope that the
existing link between the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament and the United Nations will be confirmed
and strengthened so as to enable the Conference to (;arry

69. All the oppressed peoples which are subjected to ag
gression expect the international community to create the
conditions conducive to the restoration of their rights so
that they may devote their energies, not to destruction, but
to construction and prosperity.

70. Mr. ZAITON (Malaysia): I should like, first of all,
to express the deep regret of my Foreign Minister, Mr.
Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, for his inability to attend this
special session of the General Assembly devoted to dis
armament. Much as he would have desired to be here to
day, in view of the importance that Malaysia attaches to
this historic special session, he is unfortunately unable to
leave Kuala Lumpur, owing to pressing matters at home. It
is, therefore, my honour and privilege to represent my
Government today.

71. It is indeed gratifying to my delegation that Mr.
Lazar Mojsov was elected to preside over the deliberations
of this historic special session on disarmament. We regard
his presidency as most appropriate, for it was at Belgrade,
Yugoslavia, in September 1961, that the heads of State or
Government of the non-aligned countries, at their first con
ference, recommended the idea of convening a special ses
sion of the General Assembly to tackle this most important
question. That the special session should take place now
under his distinguished presidency is a'fitting tribute to his
country, which has played a pivotal role in focusing world
attention on the need to set the disarmament process in
motion. We hope that, under his skilful guidance, positive
results will be achieved in attaining the goal of a more se
cure and peaceful world for mankind.

72. The special session indeed provides a unique oppor
tunity for the States Members of the United Nations to de
liberate on the important question of the survival of man
kind posed by the threat of the spiralling arms race. That
we have agreed to meet reflects a recognition of the urgent
need to eliminate this threat to our very existence. Our de-
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80. A matter of concern to my delegation is the continu
ing testing of nuclear weapons which, in our view, tends
to escalate the vertical proliferation of more sophisticated
and deadly nuclear weapons. The conclusion of a compre
hensive test-ban treaty would be an important step towards
preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons. We hope
the trilateral talks undertaken by the United Kingdom, the
United States of America and the USSR will soon result in
the conclusion of such a treaty as an integral part of the ef
forts to halt and reverse the nuclear arms race.

79. Additionally, the negotiations of the United States of
America and the Soviet Union on strategic arms limitation
must go beyond the mere limitation of their nuclear deliv
ery and guidance systems. Efforts should be exerted sub
stantially to reduce their stockpile of nuclear weapons as
part of a balanced approach towards achieving ultimately
the goals of nuclear disarmament. We would urge the two
leading nuclear Powers to continue their efforts with
greater determination and political goodwill.

78. As an immediate measure, it is desirable that the
leading nuclear-weapon States undertake a renunciation of
the use, or the threat of the use, of nuclear weapons
against the non-nuclear States, so as to assure them of their
security. It would be appropriate, in this context, to con
clude immediately a convention on the non-use of nuclear
weapons. My delegation fully supports this proposal of the
non-aligned countries.

81. The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in
various regions of the world on the basis of arrangements
among States in the region concerned constitutes, in the
opinion of my delegation, an effective non-proliferation
measure. My delegation fully supports all efforts to facili
tate the creation of such zones.

82. While giving priority to nuclear disarmament, my
delegation does not wish to diminish the urgency of con
current measures to reduce the conventional arms race. It
cannot be denied that conventional weapons account for
four fifths of the world's military budget. The accumula
tion of such weapons, particularly in conflict regions
where antagonism exists among States, increases tension

77 . The non-aligned countries have already made it very
clear that they would like to see the start of negotiations
for a halt to the build-up of nuclear arsenals, a balanced re
duction in the stockpile of nuclear weapons and their deliv
ery systems, and cessation of the development, production
and deployment of new types of nuclear weapons. All
these measures constitute indispensable steps towards
averting the danger of a nuclear war.

74. It is an illusion to believe that security can be at
tained through the accumulation of weaponry. Instead, the
acquisition of modern military technology, compounded
sometimes by the militarization of political power, has in
creased the tempo of the arms race, bringing with it all the
attendant problems oi intensified political rivalry and ten
sion. The impact of this arms race is phenomenal: It has
increased military expenditure in parallel with the state of
advanced military technology. In comparative terms, the
1976 world military budget of $334 thousand million
equalled the total annual income of the 2 thousand million
people who make up the poorer half of the world popula
tion. An estimated $60 thousand million is spent each year
on military research and development by all Governments
engaged in that, and $25 thousand million of it is devoted
to the development of new weapons. In another respect the
increase in the arms trade is a destabilizing factor in many
regions of the world. It is currently estimated that the an
nual value of this trade exceeds $20 thousand million.

73. Much has already been said about the dangers of the
spiralling arms race. My delegation feels that the accumu
lation of such lethal weapons in the world today is basi
cally the reslJlt of a deep sense of insecurity arising out of
threats to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States,
out of a lack of real progress in achieving international
detente and mutual trust in the relationships among States
and, lastly, out of the fact that international peace and se
curity are maintained only by the precarious balance of
mutual deterrence, which guarantees neither permanent
peace nor the continued survival of mankind.

liberations wm, no doubt, have symbolic and historic sig- progress in nuclear disarmament, leading ultimately to the
nificance. However. mere symbolism will only reflect complete elimination of all nuclear weapons. Much re-
empty dreams if it is not accompanied by political good- mains to be done in order to reach a consensus to bring
will and a commitment to make the session a turning-point this about. My delegation recognizes the complexity of
in the disarmament process. My delegation therefore feels this difficult question and appreciates the realities of a ra-
that it is incumbent on us to seize this momentum and to tional and balanced approach, based on mutual agreement,
proceed with determined efforts towards finding solutions on the part of the leading nuclear-weapon States, but these
which will make it possible to achieve decisive progress should not in any way be used as an excuse for the lack of
towards genuine disarmament. substantial progress so far in this field.

76. The international community should not be deaf to
the call for a halt to this wasteful arms race. Indeed, this
special session provides the opportunity for us seriously to
take stock of the situatbn and to work out a programme of
priorities and measures. In our opinion, its immediate tast
is to pave the way for negot~ations to achieve effective

75. We can draw some very pessimistic conclusions
from this dangerous phenomenon of our times. The spiral
ling arms race is a source of insecurity and a threat to the
survival of mankind. The probability of nuclear warfare is
ever on the increase. What is more disturbing is its unfa
vourable economic impact on our societies. The critical
problems which the world is facing today, problems such
as those of resource allocation, the shortage of energy and
raw materials, food production, the population explosion,
and the protection of the global environment, are not given
sufficient attention. A large portion"of scarce financial and
human resources is devoted to military expenditure which
could otherwise be applied to accelerating the social and
economic development of developing countries.
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90. We agree, therefore, that the existing disarmament
machinery should be improved to enable the United Na
tions to play a more central role in the disarmament
process. Proposals have been submitted regarding improv
ing the structure and working procedure in the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament, relating in particular to
the question of rotating the chairmanship on a monthly
basis and improving its geographical and political repre
sentation so as to permit wider participation, especially by
other nuclear-weapon States. My delegation supports the
non-aligned position on this question [A/S-JO/J, vol. VI,

89. Agreement on the priorities and measures on disarm
ament in the programme of action would, for the first
time, constitute a co-ordinated approach by the United Na
tions to dealing with the problem. The importance of the
programme requires that we have an effective and efficient
international machinery that would ensure its full imple
mentation. It is our view that the existing disarmament ma
chinery in this regard is inadequate. Apart from the fact
that this machinery has not been reviewed for a number of
years, there is also dissatisfaction with the disarmament
negotiations which have SO far been conducted through this
machinery because of their narrow basis, their restricted
forum, and their selection of issues of concern only to a
few'interested countries with, so far, limited or partial
results.

85. In the region of South-east Asia, my Government,
together with Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand, has proposed the establishment of a zone of
peace, freedom and neutrality. While the concept seeks on
the one hand to deny outside Powers the opportunities of
interfering in the political and military affairs of States in
the region, it seeks on the other to establish a framework
for peaceful relations among the States concerned so that
they can devote their attention to the urgent problems of
economic and social development.

83. The concept of zones of peace envisages the estab
lishment of conditions which would be conducive to pro
moting peace, friendship, mutual trust and co-operation
among States within the region. It is our belief that the cre
ation of such zones constitutes a constructive and positive
effort towards eliminating big-Power rivalry for spheres of
influence and domination, preventing potential regional
conflicts, reducing tension among States, and promoting
regional co-operation for the economic and social develop
ment of countries in the region.

84. My Government has, in this context, consistently
supported efforts toward the creation of zones of peace in
various regions of the world. The goal of the United Na
tions of establishing a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean
offers prospects of increased stability and security for the
countries in the region concerned. My Government fully
supports all efforts by the United Nations to bring about an
early realization of this proposal. We note that bilateral
talks between the United States and the USSR have al
ready begun to reduce their military activities in the Indian
Ocean. This is a positive development. It is our hope that
these talks will soon result in agreement by the two great
Powers to withdraw their iliilitary presence from the re
gion as an important contribution towards fulfilling the ob
jectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone
of Peace.

86. The proposal, however, is not intended to curtail the
rigl1ts of outside Powers to pursue their legitimate political
and economic relations with the zonal States. Indeed, in
economic relations, mutually profitable collaboration and
flourishing trade between outside Powers and the zonal
States would contribute greatly to the progress aM pros
perity of States in the region.
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and tends to heighten the escalation towards armed oon- 87. The ultimate goal of our zonal concept is the attain- !
flicts which could assume serious proportions when COOl- ment of peace, security and stability for'South-east Asia. ;!
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ence, because of their dependence on the major Powers tor my Government recognizes the need to undertake consulta- J
their supply of arms. This type of situation creates condi- tions with the other countries concerned to clarify the pro~
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an accounts, m arge part, lor t e spu'a 109 conventlona proposa an eventua y t elr agreement to It. IClaso·
arms race. Measures to curb the level of conventional ar- the five countries concerned met recently in Kuala Lumpur

'imaments necessitate mut' ,al agreement on the need for a to consider and explore further the steps to be taken to this i,..1

more stabilized military llationship and this in turn must end.
be accompanied by other measures to create the necessary :1
conditions conducive to bring about the relaxation of ten- 88. Let me next turn to the programme of action and the']

"

sion and the restoration of mutual trust and confidence. machinery for disarmament negotiations. It is imperative I
:'\The realization of these measures would induce the right that the special session agree on a series of priorities and:1

political climate for a halt in the conventional arms race. measures to enable negotiations to start in a balanced and 71

integrated manne. leading ultimately to the goals of ;\
achieving general and complete disarmament under effec- :,.:,1

tive international control. While we agree that it would be ;i
realistic to concentrate on those specific measures where '!

there is already sufficient agreement to make possible their
implementation in the short term, we must not lose sight of
the importance of according the highest priority to nuclear
disarmament. A comprehensive programme of disarma
ment measures should be drawn up and, if necessary, a
second special session could be convened to adopt this
programme, whose implementation in an agreed sequence
by stages would lead to the attainment of our ultimate
goal. However, the proposal of a second special session,
which my delegation supports, should not in any way prej-
udice the urgency of steps to be taken by this special ses-
sion to begin the process of disarmament negotiations. A
second special session would necessarily have to review
the progress of such negotiations.

,
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document AIAC.J871107]. We are also of the view that if 95. World public opinion is well aware that the socialist
the Conference is to become the main body for mullina· countries have from the very beginning been sincere and
tional negotiations on disarmament I it should be responsi~ consistent advocates of disarmament. It is equally well
ble to the General Assembly, which has tbe ultimate ~~o.w~ that they ~ave taken a whole .series of far~reaching
responsibility for ensuring the implementation and Initiatives to achieve the goals of dlsarmamentl It is not
observance of disarmament measures embodied in the pro- their 'fault that only a small portion of their proposals has
gramme of action. been accepted.

I

I

t

91. The negotiations on the final draft document of the
special session already started some months ago. It is
heartening that we have now seriously embarked on the
road to promoting the process of genuine disarmament.
The plethora of disarmament proposals is overwhelming
but it is a good sign. It reflects our earnest desire to create
a disarmed world, free of conflicts, insecurity and hostil
ity. We need to look forward and build on this start to
make substantial progress in our deliberations. Each State
has a special responsibility to demonstrate goodwill, and a
firm commitment to ensure that we do not again live in
constant fear of annihilation. I extend, on behalf of my
Government, all best wishes for the success of this special
session and assure the Assembly that my delegation will
give its fullest co-operation to ensure its success.

92. Mr. PUJA (Hungary) (interpretation from Russian):
On behalf of the Hungarian delegation, may I wholeheart·
edly congratulate Mr. Mojsov on his election as President
of the tenth special session of the General Assembly. I am
sincerely pleased to see that the deliberations of the -Gen
eral Assembly are guided, in his person, by a representa
tive of friendly Yugoslavia, a good neighbour of my coun
try.

93. The past decade has produced considerable results in
resolving certain urgent international problems, results that
have served to increase the hopes of mankind. The policy
of peaceful coexistence, the demand for lasting peace and
stable security and all-round international co-operation are
steadily gaining momentum among countries with different
"lVIaal "u"t"' ...." l;;! .....h A.,,,..I,,n nt" an int",..n"ta"n"l no"
g~.lH" 1.31 ~::nV"lg. ~'''''\f'' W¥ T",.vt'un "", .11 IlJ'''''IIIH.'VIIUI t' I'''''

tics, however, are not received favourably by all. Highly
influential circles are trying to block the way to positive
changes in this field; hence, the process of det~nte has
slowed down, and there has clearly been an impasse in ne
~otiati<.>n~ <'>" ce!!ain disarmament problems. We hope that
through joint enorts we shaH succeed in eHminating the
difficulties and assuring ~he continuance of detente.

94. The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic
considers it the main task of its foreign policy to contribute
to the consolidation of peace and security. It works tire
lessly to help deepen political detente and strengthen co
operation among peoples and nations. 'My Government be
lieves that the cause of detente has perhaps never been so
closely bound up with problems of disarmament as it is
now, and that the achievements of political detente and its
future success can br. secured only if they are supple
mented by effective measures in the field ef disarmament.
This is the most urgent task of the present day. Therefore,
the Government of the Hungarian People's Republic
agrees with any measures designed to curb the arms race
and Icnds support to any initiative or proposal that serves
to promote progress in disarmament.

96. There is one more point to be recalled here. With a
view to strengthening peace and security, the socialist
countries. particularly the Soviet Union, have always come
out in favour of general and complete disarmament. How
ever, when it became evident that because of the Western
Powers' opposition this ultimate aim could not be achieved
directly, the socialist countries tried-by way of numerous
initiatives and partial disarmament measures-to promote
progre§s towards general and complete disarmament. The
efforts of the socialist and certain other countries have al
ready resulted in the signing of some important agreements,
but there is a compelling need for further steps to be taken.

97. Today, when the most burning task is to save man
kind from nuclear devastation, extreme importance is
placed on co-operation in the field of disarmament be
tween the Soviet Union and the United States of America,
the two strongest world Powers. The Hungarian Govern
ment favours and welcomes the efforts to improve Soviet"
American relations, the continuation of the strategic arms
limitation talks, and the extension of negotiations to other
areas, and it earnestly wishes to see a speedy and success
ful conclusion to the talks. New agreements, particularly
the agreement negotiated during the second round of talks,
would have a very positive effect on the disarmament
process as a whole and on the international climate in gen
eral.

98. In Europe, where considerable gains have been made
in the field of political detente, there is a continuing need
to pay great attention to reducing military confrontation.
We are firmly convinced that there is a genuine opportu
nity for doing so in such a way as not to upset the military
balance, and not to give advantages to one side and disad
vantages to the other. The socialist countries are following
this principle at the Vienna talks on the reduction of armed
forces and armaments in Central Europe. We hope that the
1\..1 ATn __•• _ .....: ........ _,..... :....-:_,. .. : __ :_ .t._..._.. It... '11'
1'On..~ ~VUIIUlvi3 paIU~lpaUII!5 III UIVi3v ltill\.S Will give up
their attempts to obtain one-sided advantages, and that it
will thus be possible to continue and successfully conclude
the talks.

99. A reduction in the level of military confrontation is
sought also by the two proposals adopted by the Political
Consultative Committee of the States Parties to the War
saw Treaty at its Bucharest meeting in November 1976.7 It
is absolutely clear that if the States signatories to the Final
Act of Helsinki, including four nuclear Powers, were to
pledge, under a binding treaty, not to be the first to use
nuclear weapons against one another, it would constitute a
significant step towards eliminating the threat of a nuclear
world war in general. Similarly, there are possibilities for
the States concerned to agree not to admit new members to

1 Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty-Jirst Year, Supple
ment for October. November and December /976. document 5/12255.
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Mr. Mojsov (Yugoslavia) resumed the Chair.

112. The greatest difficulty faced by the Preparatory
Committee in its work had to do with the elaboration of

111. The Hungarian Government agrees with all those
who urge that States should devote the resources released
by the reduction of military budgets to economic growth
and social progress and should allot part of such resources
for assistance to developing countries.

110. Our country would willingly reduce its military ex
penditure in proportion to the decrease in international ten
sion and the strengthening of peace and security. For such
action, however, it would be necessary for other countries,
primarily the militarily significant ones, including the nu
clear Powers in particular, to begin to reduce their military
budgets ill accordance with the relevant proposal of the So
viet Government.

108. I have already touched on some problems related to
the draft declaration, but I should like to make a few more
points in connexion with it.

109. The Hungarian Government agrees with all those
who have expressed concern over the harmful conse
quences of the arms race. It was precisely for this reason
that in the preparatory stage our delegation wanted the
document to spell out in clear terms the true causes of the
arms race and to pinpoint the forces that oppose and hinder
detente and disarmament. The &ocialist countries can
safely do so, for in a socialist system there is no class or
layer of society which would, directly or indirectly, have
an interest in, or draw profit from, the arms race. On the
contrary, acting upon the dictates of the essence of social
ism, we are eager to utilize all resources for peaceful con
struction. It is not our fault that that is not yet possible.

107. We are basically in agreement with the structure of
the draft final document drawn up by the Preparatory
Committee. Great efforts are needed, however, to bring
the various positions of substance closer together and to
bridge the differences of opinion. I trust that the Commit
tee of the Whole will in the coming weeks produce a draft
acceptable to all countries.

106. I wish to stress, in the first place, our satisfaction
with the atmosphere that prevailed during the work of the
Preparatory Committee. The principle of consensus has
proved its worth, and we deem its application indispensa
ble throughout the special session. It is the only workable
method of dealing with questions affecting the fundamen
tal security interests of States.

104. My delegation is following the general debate with
keen interest. In the statements delivered so far, there have
been a number of ideas which merit attention and study.
We attach special importance to the document presented
on 26 May by the delegation of the Soviet Union on practi
cal ways to end the arms race [see AIS·/OIAC.il4]. The
Hungarian Government is in full agreement with the pro
posals contained in that document and, for its part, gives
all-out support to efforts aimed at their implementation.

103. We expect this session to create the appropriate pro
pitious atmosphere which will allow the representatives of
the participating countries to assess in an objective manner
the progress made in disarmament, to define carefully the
basic principles governing disarmament negotiations, and
to point out the urgent problems that are most ripe for so
lution. Realistically, our task can be to formulate the re
snective conclusions in a balanced and l!enerallv accent
able final document. If the special sessiOn works in this
spirit it will be able to encourage the disarmament talks
under way in various forums. In that case it will be able to
encourage States to increase the pace and the effectiveness
of disarmament negotiations and, by giving fresh stimulus
to all peace-loving forces, it will promote detente and the
solution of the current disarmament issues, and help isolate
and repulse the enemies of disarmament.

100. In analysing the problems involved in disarmament
talks my Government proceeds from the fact that the peo.
pies of all countries are vitally interested in curbing the
arms race and achieving disarmament. It is, therefore, a
duty of the Governments of all countries to contribute
actively to the disarmament process by showing goodwill
and exerting sincere efforts.

101. Starting from the principle of the joint responsibility
of States, the Hungarian Government has long been of the
view that the problems of disarmament should be exam
ined in a comprehensive manner, in the broadest possible
forum. Every people, every country, should be enabled to
state its views on the steps to be taken towards disarma
ment and, with full knowledge thereof, to work out to
gether a realistic programme of practical measures. The
Hungarian Government is convinced that the most suitable
forum for tackling these tasks would be a world disarma
ment conference.

102. As it has not yet been possible to convene such a
conference, in view of well-known difficulties, we wel
comed the proposal to have the issues of disarmament dis
cussed at a special session of the General Assembly as a
useful step in that direction. As a member of the Prepara
tory Committee, Hung~i.'Y tried to contribute to the success
of the special session, and I can assure you that during the
weeks to come it will continue to do everything possible to
promote this same goal.

the Warsaw Treaty Organization or to NATO, while await- 105. The position of the Hungarian People's Republic
iog the time when simultaneous abolition of military alli- concerning the items on the agenda of the special session
ances becomes a reality. I think I need not advance argu- is well known; it is also clearly summarized in the workiniS
ments to show that realization of the said proposals would document which we, together with several other socialist
favourably influence international co-operation in and out- countries, submitted to the Preparatory Committee. There-
side Europe, and would do a valuable service to the inter- fere, I shall refrain now from further expounding our
ests of peoples all over the world. standpoint; but would like to set forth the views of the

Hungarian Government on a few of the questions under
discussion.
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121 . During the preparation for the special session too
much emphasis was placed on reforming the machinery for
disarmament negotiations. In my opinion, the responsible
politicians in the States Members of the United Nations
must not impute the paucity of existing results to the nego
tiating machinery. The causes are to be found in the ma
nreuvres of the forces opposing and hampering detente
and disarmament, in the lack of will by the Governments
of certain capitalist cour.tries to reach agreements.

120. Disarmament, especially nuclear disarmament, will
become genuinely effective only if it is universal, if all
countries participate in it. Consequently, the cause of dis
armament would be greatly enhanced if this special session
called upon all States that, for various reasons, had not yet
done so to adhere without delay to the existing agreements
on disarmament.

122. The existing forums of disarmament negotiations
are not, of course, perfect, but this is not the fault of the
forums, which cannot but reflect the divergent views of the
participating States. We feel that the established machinery
for disarmament negotiations, particularly the Geneva
Conference of the Committee on disarmament, has given
proof of its viability and usefulness. Therefore we cannot
support the efforts which tend to emphasize questions that
are of only secondary importance for actual disarmament
and which seek a radical reorganization of that forum. But
we are willing to support any reasonable proposal aimed at
an actual increase in the effectiveness of the disarmament
forums. However, we disagree with changes that would di
minish the responsibility of the nuclear Powers in disarma
ment negotiations.

mendations to be adopted at this special session will result
in accelerated and more intensive work by the existing dis
armament forums.

123. I should like to express once again, from this ros
trum, my Government's hope that the tenth special session
will advance the cause of disarmament by focusing world
attention on the real causes of the arms race, Oil its harmful
effects, and on the need for faster progress in large-scale
disaiiiiament measureg. We are confident that the recom-

124. Mr. RICHARD (Madagascar) (interpretation from
French): Mr. President, the delegation of the Democratic
Republic of Madagascar would like to express to you our
special pleasure at seeing you conducting, with your char
acteristic devotion and outstanding qualities, the work of
the important special session of the General Assembly de
voted to disarmament. The role that you and your country
have played in the international community and in the
movement of the non-aligned countries in the defence of
principles which have long guided our action in the field of
security and disarmament justifies a certain ~mount of op
timism on our part, notwithstanding the difficulties that we
shall surely be encountering.

113. We unswervingly maintain that in the process of
disarmament special importance and urgency should be
placed on questions of nuclear disarmament. This session
should also call upon the nuclear-weapon States to stop the
production of nuclear weapons and proceed to a gradual
reduction of their existing stockpiles, which would lead ul
timately to the complete and final destruction of all the nu
clear-weapons arsenals.

• I nlF n~u ~_F~.~~ ~••_~~~[~~~~==~=~=~~;=~~.
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the. draft programme of action on disarmament. Member istic initiatives aimed at the adoption of regional disarma- I:,!

States presented a great number of proposals in this connex- ment measures designed to limit or reduce nuclear or other !'

ion; several of those proposals, while undoubtedly weapons of mass dt:struction or of conventional armaments I;
prompted by good intentions, went far beyond the realities and armed forces, including proposals to create nuclear- !i
of the present situation. In the opinion of the Hungarian weapon-free zones or to declare the Indian Ocean a zone
Government, the programme to be adopted at this session, of peace.
just like any similar programme, can be expected to suc
ceed only if its drafters keep in mind the realities of world
politics, if they have regard for the requirement of equal
security, and if they consider and discuss every single
measure in close correlation with all the others.

114. We deem it indispensable, however, that, concomi
tantly with the adoption of such measures, talks should be
started on ways to strengthen the security of States by in
temational political and legal instruments. Of primary im
portance among the required measures would be the con
clusion of a world treaty on the final elimination from
international relations of the use or threat of force in all its
forms.

115. A major immediate task in nuclear disarmament is,
we believe. the acceleration and conclusion as soon as pos
sible of the talks on the complete and general prohibition
of nUclear-weapon tests. We are confident that the ongoing
tripartite talks, which have already made considerable
headway, will find solutions to the problems that are still
outstanding.

116. The Hungarian Government would regard it as a
highly important step if the Government of the United
States of America were to renounce once and for all the
production of the neutron bomb, that new type of nuclear
weapon. Production and deployment of the neutron bomb
would start a new spiral in the arms race which would be
seriously detrimental to the cause of peace and security.

119. Similarly, the Hungarian Government supports real-

i i 7. in addition to the existing nuciear weapons, man
kind is threatened by new types of weapons of mass de
stmction, already in existence or still in the blueprint
stage. Through the conclusion of an appropriate treaty we
must prevent the diversion of the latest scientific and tech
nological advances to weapons purposes. Efforts are
needed to speed up the elaboration of an agreement on the
prohibition and destruction of chemi~al weapons.

118. While the Hungarian Government looks upon the
limitation and prohibition of nuclear and other weapons of
mass destruction as the most urgent task, it considers it no
less important and timely for the militarily significant
States to proceed to a reduction of their conventional arma
ments, primarily the most sophisticated and destructive
weapons.

r 11 tEll
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134. The importance of these collateral measures has, at
times, been over-estimated. Much effort and ingenuity
have been expended to ensure that the non-nuclear States
maintain their status, either by conviction or by necessity.
However, what can we do in response to the decision of
certain States not to be part of the non-proliferation sys
tem? Their very existence poses all kinds of problems re
hiting to the use of nuclear energy. to the restriction or
prohibition of nuclear explosions and to rules and regula- .
tions governing the transfer of technological equipment
and fissionable material.

136. Another drawback that needs to be mentioned is
that disarmament negotiations have tended more and more
to sound like a dialogue between the two super-Powers,
with all that that entails regarding the choice, the nature,
the general direction and the results of the initiatives that
have been taken. It is difficult to speak of a de facto veto

135. But might it not be better to agree that the danger of
horizontal proliferation stems essentially from the inability
of the major and super-Powers to halt the thrust and re
verse the general trend of vertical proliferation, from their
refusal to destroy their weapons and provide guarantees for
security to the non-nuclear States without asking anything
in return?

133. An objective evaluation of negotiations shows th2t
the first deficiency is due to a growing number of so-called
collateral measures, which have made for a general im
pression of disorder, of fragmentation and of improvisation
instead of logical order in the choice of priorities in keep
ing with our objectives. It is not surprising, then, that our
peoples have asked what is the immediate connexion be
tween these collateral measures and their deepest aspira
tions. This would especially apply to treaties banning the
military use of uninhabited regions, such as the moon,
outer space, Antarctica and th ~ sea-bed, while free rein is
given to activities closer to home which often do violence
to our sovereign rights. In their desire to curb their compe
tition, all that the major and super-Powers have done is to
confine it to areas that we consider vital.

132. One single convention-on bacteriological (biologi
cal) and toxin weapons-contains a desttuction clause that
is one of genuine disarmament. A single treaty on regional
security has been adopted-the Treaty of Tlatelolco. As far
as other conventions and agreements are concerned, they
deal only with the activities taking place in specific zones
where the major and super-Powers have felt the need to
regulate their competition, and the requirements of disarm
ament and the reduction of armaments have therefore only
taken the form of measures of mere control or limitation.

129. The major Powers and the super-Powers have tried
to out-do each other in the development of sophisticated
missiles and other nuclear and cOl1velitional weapons, al
though it has been recognized that what they have done
has been damaging to collective security. The enormous
progress of technology, the heedless build-up of nuclear
weapons and the ever greater dissemination of knowledge
among a growing number of nations increases the risks
that weapons will proliferate throughout the entire world,
and if that happens then control will be quite out of the
question, and the purveyors of strategic materials and
equipment will scarcely be able to conceal their delight.

131. Faced, as we are, with these harsh realities, the
peoples of the world are reluctant to believe that disarma-

130. To fill in this rather sketchy picture, let me remind
the Assembly that foreign military bases are still being
maintained in zones of influence or presence, notwith
standing the repeated appeals of the international commu
nity, in particular of the non-aligned countries. May I also
remind the Assembly that zones of peace are neither recog
nized nor respected as means of contributing to regional or
international security. The arms traffic is constantly ex
panding, making the outlook for conventional disarmament
even more uncertain than it has been in the past.

128. More than 30 years have passed since the world de
cided to disarm to prevent the horrors of war. But how
many times has that decision been invoked to demobilize a
single soldier or to destroy a single gun? Reduced to the
status of hapless onlookers, we have witnessed a frantic in
crease in military expenditures, which have tripled over
the past 15 years and reached a record figure representing
1,000 times the annual development budget of a third
world country the size of mine.

125. There is a paradox which it is very difficult, if not ment can ever gather enough momentum to curb the esca-
impossible, to explain, for want of a rational justification lation otthe arms build-up, which seems to re'spond to the
to the peoples we represent in this Assembly: I refer to the imperatives of national security, the manipulations of the
incredible disparity between the intentions that have beel! military-industrial complexes and the wheeling and dealing
proclaimed in the name of the Charter and what we have of multinational corporations. The fears so often voiced
actually been able to accomplish in the field of disarma- that disarmament will prove to be nothing more than a pipe
ment. dream are neither imaginary nor exaggerated, and can cer

tain . e justified in the short-comings and disappointing
results oI negotiations.126. And yet the objectives that we have chosen to set

for ourselves as a result of our experience during the Sec
ond World War, and which were intended to bring about a
world of peace and security, were at least clearly defined,
and we like to think that they were accepted in good faith.
The enthusiasm of the early years was such that the peo
ples of the world-who, in fact, had been deceived-were
incapable of understanding that it was necessary to strug
gie painstakingly for a meeting of the minds when, after
all, the paths to be followed had already been determined.

127. Here at this session, while we all recognize that it is
necessary-indeed, urgent-to move forward towards our
agreed upon objectives, some have openly asked whether
we shall ever get started on our long journey, a journey
destined to be so long that one wonders whether, in fact, it
is not purely imaginary. Others have yielded to despair as
they behold a world meekly submitting to the efforts of a
few Powers to over-arm themselves.
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or a monopoly I but the narrow framework, whose only vir- sensus will ever l,ead to the adoption of a programme of
tue is one of rea/politik, represents certain obvious limita- action likely t? ~Ive th~ movement more momentum or,
tions that are due to the lack of unanimous support and in- indeed, make it meverslble.
adequate participation.
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147. While a start has been made on an agreement
among all groups to ban chemical weapons and to give
high priority to the banning of other weapons of mass de
struction. it does not seem that everyone agrees that con
ventional disarmament should be viewed with the same de
gree of urgency.

149. The idea of negotiating machinery and the alloca
tion of functions and assignments among its various ele
ments should be based upon the following considerations:
first, the United Nations is endowed by the Charter with
special responsibility in the field of Jisarmamcnt. Its mi~.

sion and its authority make it the primary centre for r ~otl

ations, study and concerted action. No obstacle should be
raised to the accomplishment of its mission and the exer
cise of its authority. Secondly, disarmament is of concern
to all peoples, inasmuch as its achievement or non
achievement affects international peace and security and
has a direct influence on the quality and the extent of so-

146. At the same time we note that the major and super
Powers tend to give undue significance to the problems of
non-proliferation, The non-aligned countries d~ not wi.sh
to minimize their importance, but they would like to diS
cuss them in the light of the following principles: the rec
ognition of the direct link between nuclear disarm.ament
and non-dissemination; general acceptance of the universal
scope and non-discriminatory nature o~' safe,guard meas~res

to be applied to activities and installations 111 all, countries;
and the right of all countries to develop and Implement
their programmes for the peaceful uses of ,nUclear .energ~.

with respect for safeguards measures consistent With their
own interests.

144. We note, first, that the strategy of those who feel
that their security ought to take preference over disarma
ment remains what it has always been and that the political
will to take concrete action is still sadly lacking, That is
especially true of nuclear disarmame~t., While ~he ~on

aligned countries say that they want, wlth!.n ~ precise tl,me
table, binding commitments to destroy eXisting stockpiles.
others rationalize the idea of balance and vaunt the virtues
of realism and action which could strengthen confidence
among States.

L1R In vipw nf rpcpnt trpncl<; which CBO he detected in
~~rt~in ·~·o~~~ '~fin-t~;~~ti~~-~i-t~~si~~-: ;~'I~e' have tried to
stress the growing role of third-world countries in the trade
in conventional weapons. No one can remain indifferent to
such a state of affairs. but that does not tempt us to alter
the order of priorities already agreed upon.

145, It is significant in this regard that other groups have
had great difficulty in accepting the formulations proposed
by the non-aligned countries relating t,o, the, urgen! conclu
sion of a convention on the non-utilizatIOn of nuclear
weapons, to the guarantees to be given to non-nuclear
States and to the commitment of the five members of the
atomic club not to be the first to use those weapons.

J41. That is why nuclear disarmament must receive top
priority, in- spire of, or perhaps because of, the special re
sponsibility of the two super-Powers, The complete cessa
tion of nuclear-weapon testing, the prevention of prolifera
tion, and the reduction of conventional weapons would all
have been made much easier if the principal military
Powers had been able to see eye to eye from the beginning
on a programme of general and complete disarmament.

137. The third comment we would like to make applies
to the lack of consideration given to the urgent nature of
disarmament, which is made even more urgent by the op
posite process of over-aiming and the latitude enjoyed by
the super-Powers within the "limitation, reduction, elimi
nation" sequence, and the uncertainty of negotiations on
strategic weapons.

138. The non-aligned countries were the first to advocate
the idea of a special session of the General Assembly de
voted to disarmament and took that initiative as far back as
1961 at Belgrade, at a meeting of their heads of State or
Government. They showed the international community
then that there was a new majority emerging which wished
to be a responsible partner in all negotiations relating to
peace, international security and disarmament.

B9. The concerns underlying that proposal still stand to
day. They relate to our desire for consistent action, the
need to accelerate the disarmament process and the impor
tance of democratic participation which would facilitate
the support of one and all for decisions adopted.

140. Consistent action means that actions must be b'lsed
on a central idea, so that each decision may be reviewed in
the light of the final goal. Without that, no moves can be
any more than partially effective. Our choices should also
be compatible with the requirements of our common sur
vival and must involve a reduction of the dependence of
States on weapons and the strengthening of the United Na
tions ability to ensure the individual security of Member
States,

142. The need for consistent action. finally. requires that
one and all should accept certain principles which should
ensure that no decision shall be adopted in a spirit incon
sistent with the requirements of peace and security, In this
connexion it should be pointed out that all negotiatio(ls or
decisions on disarmament must be guided by the principles
of non-intervention, non-interference and non-use of
force or of the threat of force, the peaceful settlement of
disputes and the need to maintain a balance of responsibil
ity and mutual obligation between the nuclear and non
nuclear States.

143. All countries readily agree that the process of dis
armament must be accelerated but, judging from the pre
liminary discussions held in the Preparatory Com~itt~e

and from certain statements that have been heard 10 thiS
Assembly. the chances seem to be slight that this con-
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101. Mr. HUSSEN (Somalia): In a statement yesterday
to the Assembly [8th meeting], the head of the Cuban dele
gation attempted to justify the military adventurism in Af
rica of Cuban armed forces and boastfully described their
so-called professional use of sophisticated arms as Cuba's
contribution to the cause of peace and understanding. In

160. The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those repre
sentatives who have asked to be allowed to speak in exer
cise of the right of reply.

159. Now we have taken the initiative of convening a
special session to accelerate the process leading to disarm
ament in a new context, namely, development with secu
rity. The very fact that we are here at all may be taken as
an initial response to some of our anxieties. The pessimism
of those who fear that this meeting will lead to the capitu
lation of the disarmed of the third world to the reprehensi
ble arrogance of the militarily mighty is a pessimism that
we share. But we are convinced that with this session we
have got off to a fresh start which may give the major
Powers and super-Powers an opportunity to enter into real
commitments commensurate with their responsibilities.

158. We might have stressed the proposal that we made
some time ago to establish a formal link between disarma
ment and economic and social development. At the: time
that proposal was greeted with mixed feelings at best by
those who, for whatever reasons, refuse to divert or trans
fer part, even the smallest part, of the resources freed by
disarmament to improve the well-being of the most impov
erished peoples of the world. Our position remains the
same, but here we have deliberately sought to shun an ap
proach that has been said to be too self-interested, and to
highlight the central theme of our debate, that disarmament
is desirable in itself.

157. With regard to our partners in the area, we are pre
pared to make serious efforts to conclude arrangements
and instruments with binding force, guaranteeing respect
by the nuclear States and the principal military Powers
concerned for our status as a zone of peace. Those agree
ments should involve an obligation on the part of those
States to refrain from using or threatening to use nuclear
weapons against the countries of the area.

156. The President of the Democratic Republic of Mada
gascar, Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, recently pointed out that
events in the area justify strict vigilance aimed at exposing
and thwarting manreuvres of intervention, sabotage or
destabilization through the use of mercenaries introduced
in defiance of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a
Zone of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXV!)] which reveal the
true intentions of those who seek only to disturb the area to
the detriment of peace and security.

153. Finally, we shall support whatever proposals are
forthcoming to strengthen the bonds between the United
Nations and the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment and that call for the genuine democratization of that
body.

152. We continue to favour the convening of a world
disarmament conference and. if all the conditions for that
have not yet been fulfilled, we certainly could accept fur
ther special sessions of the General Assembly or further
meetings of the Disarmament Commission of the United
Nations.

154. Regardless of the importance ascribed to interna
tional security, international security would be meaning
less if the countries of a given region did not have the lati
tude to organize, or if necessary defend, their own security
in keeping with genuine respect for the. principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and the genuine desire to
work for co-operation devoid of any ulterior motives of .
domination or indirect relations with military blocs.

150. Those fundamental positions prompt us. when inter
national security is in question. to support any proposal to
allow the United Nations to play a decisive role in the pro
motion and co-ordination of initiatives. in the supervision
of the implementation of decisions and in the can'ying out
of programmes.
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151 . The acceptance of a majority decision is inevitable,
since the negotiating bodies constituted under the authority
of the Security Council have not justified the hope and the
confidence placed in them, as a result of the lack of una
nimity on the part of the permanent members, and since
the Ten-Nation Disarmament Committee, a predecessor of
the f:onference of the Committee on Disarmament, found
itself in an impasse. thereby showing that the parity repre
sentation of the two most important military blocs does not
guarantee success.

cial and economic development. In this area, perhaps more poses of military communication, a ban on the introduction
than in any other. the principle of the sovereign equality of and stockpiling of nuclear weapons in the Indian Ocean
States and their right to participate in the decision-making peace zone, abstention hy States of the area from taking
process should he carefully respected. part in military pacts, abandonment of the draft covenant

promoted by South Africa and its imperialist allies aimed
at selective encirclement, and progressive and reciprocal
reduction of naval and air forces of external Powers.

155. At the Conference held from 17 to 19 May 1978 at
Tananarive, Madagascar, the progressive parties and or
ganizations of Africa considered the question of disarma
ment and adopted a regional approach to problems of secu
rity and the need for democratic and sovereign
participation in them. They took note of the Soviet
American talks on the "demilitarization" of the Indian
Ocean and expressed the view that the peoples of the area
the parties primarily concerned-should not only be con
sulted and informed about the progress of those talks but
should also be allowed to participate in the preparation and
implementation of any agreement concerning the Indian
Ocean. The Conference made it possible to establish that
there exists among the participants a common determina
tion to reject any hierarchy of interests between the coun
tries of the area and external Powers, and to adopt a con
sistent programme providing, inter alia, for: the
dismantling of the Anglo-American nuclear base at Diego
Garcfa and of those used by intervention troops or for pur-
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169. The extent to whilh Cuba is subservient to the will
of a super-Power is illustrated by its attitude to the Eritrean
and Western Somalia liberation movements. It is common
knowledge that Cuba actively supported and assisted those
movements over the years, until recently, when, at the in
stigation of its powerful friend, it adopted a contrary pol
icy. As history bears testimony, we have no doubt that the
peoples concerned will eventually attain their inalienable
rights regardless of the position which Cuba and others
take. The presence of Cuban and other foreigr. forces in
the Ogaden and Eritrea not only contributes directly to the
subjugation of the peoples' struggle for their legitimate
right to self-determination and freedom, but also consti
tutes a serious threat to the security of the region as a
whole. Furthermore, it constitutes an obstacle to the pros
pects of achieving a peaceful solution to the problems of
the Horn of Africa, as sought by the Organization of Afri
can Unity (OAU) and other organizations.

operation, to observing the objectives of non-alignment,
and to supporting the self-determination of peoples. The ir
refutable fact is that Cuba's military intervention in the
Horn of Africa and elsewhere represents a new and dan
gerous phenomenon, namely, State-organized mer
cenarism.

174. First of all, we should review very carefully the
words of the representative of the Government of Somalia

8 Document N32/31O of 1 November 1977.

170. Cuba's false and often-repeated claim that it re
spects Africa is in complete contradiction of its military in
tervention, at will, to shed African blood on African soil.
It does so notwithstanding the OAU resolution, adopted at
Libreville last year, in which the heads of State and Gov
ernment called upon all extra-Afncan powers to refrain
from interfering in the internal affairs of African states. 8

Cuba's wanton defiance of that resolution not only consti
tutes contempt for OAU, but also undermines the
Organization's efforts to find a just solution to the African
problems, in accordance with the Charters of the United
Nations and of OAU.

172. The PRESIDENT: I should like to remind members
that, in accordance with the practice established by the
General Assembly during its last session, statements made
in exercise of the right of reply should be limited to to
minutes.

171. At this juncture we should also take note of the fact
that Cuba's behaviour and policies contradict the lofty
principles of the non-aligned movement. As we all know,
one of that movement's cardinal principles is the pursuit of
the policy of positive neutrality, in opposition to big-
Dnu,,,,, .. anA hln/" ..;".,1 .." In thi" ..pa!l ..r1 I \P!lVP thp non_.. v YY"'I CAIIU v"v,· I .... "".l" J • ••• ".1.11U • -0-- - ...__ 'I' _ ••• _ •• _ ••

aligned countries to conclude whether Cuba can, in all
honesty, be described as a non-aligned country.

173. Mr. LINARES (Cuba) (interpretation from Span
ish): Mc. President, you may rest assured that I shall con
fine myself to the to-minute rule, although the representa
tive of Somalia did not do so.
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particular. my delegation has in mind the exploit~ of Cu-
ban forces in the Horn of Africa and elsewhere which have
continued unabated for the past 12 months.

162. In his statement the Cuban representative attempted
to conceal Cuba's military interventilln in the African con
tinent behind a smoke-screen of high-sounding cliches and
slogans. The true purpose of its action is to impose a colo
nialist regime on the peoples of the Ogaden and Eritrea, to
frustrate the legitimate struggle of the peoples of the region
for self-determination and, most important of all, to serve
the interests of a super-Power.

163. The self-congratulatory statement of the Cuban rep
resentative that the battles "around Harar and Dire Dawa"
are evidence of the new organization and military know
how of the Cuban forces was nothing else but a euphe
mism for the atrocities and barbarities that those forces
have perpetrated against innocent and defenceless people.
No amount of glorification of the Cuban army or of Cuban
policy in Africa can absolve Cuba of the criminal deeds it
has committed, and continues to commit, in Africa.

166. In some quarters serious thought is now being given
to dividing the continent into opposing military blocs simi
lar to those which exist in Europe. If this happens it will
be a most tragic set-back to Afrkan unity, and Cuba win
be held primarily responsible for it.

164. So long as there are foreign forces of that nature in
Africa, it will not be possible for any African State jealous
of its independence and national dignity even to think of
genuine disarmament.

167. The hyprocrisy of Cuba's foreign policy can be
seen in its actions in Africa, as well as in the statement of
its representative in this august Assembly.That policy is to
call upon others to disarm, while arrogating to itself the
right to build an arsenal of deadly weapons unprecedented,
in relative terms, for a country of its size, population and
resources. We know that its military intervention in Africa
serve~\ purely as a spearhead for the furtherance of the po
litical and strategic designs of a super-Power.

165. Cuba's presence in Africa is not a force for peace
and stability; rather, it is a force for insecurity. One can le
gitimately ask how a small, under-developed country, such
as Cuba, with no military-industrial complex of its own,
can send to, and maintain on, the African continent,
10,000 miles away, expeditionary forces totalling more
than 50,000 men. It is perfectly evident to everyone that
the cost, the logistics and the type of armaments involved
in these operations are far beyond the resources of Cuba. It
is no secret that Cuba's ability to maintain its military
presence in Africa has been made possible by the direct
support of a super-Power.

168. No one should be misled by Cuba's role in the Horn
of Africa or, for that matter, in Africa generally. Cuba is
not fighting for the higho;iounding principles that it would
wish the international community to believe it is defend
ing. Its actions have been contrary to the promotion of
peace, to the lessening of tensions, to the enhancing of co-

I
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and we should see who he agrees with in his statement. his Chinese companions as they climbed the Great Wall of
Those words certainly do not coincide with the words of China. He laid a bet as to who would get there first, saying
the representatives who from this rostrum have defended "If I get to the top first; you go in and oppose the Rus-
the right of every State to independence, sovereignty and sians in Ethiopia; if you get there first, we shall go in".9
territorial integrity.

185. I hope that they have learned their lesson. It is still
not too late to heed reason and behave as responsible
Members of the United Nations and abide by the Charter;
but if they persist in their interference and provocations,
certainly Ethiopia will not be responsible for the disgrace
that will befall that poor nation.

188. I shall not defend President Carter or the Chinese
Government. The United States and China are two big na
tions, and I am sure that they can defend themselves. The
fact that the Somali statement coincided with remarks
made by President Carter or by the delegation of the
People's Republic of China and, privately, by many other
representatives now in this hall does not mean that we are
in league with those nations. Of course, we have friendly
relations with them. We have no reason to deny that, and
we are very proud of it. But everyone who knows Somalia
knows very well that the Somali nation is independent
minded.

'} Quoted in English by the speaker.

186. Mr. HUSSEN (Somalia): I apologize for having
asked to be allowed to speak again at this late hour.

187. First, as we said in our statement, it j,s obvious that
the forces that call themselves socialist-I doubt whether
they are true socialists-are organized by, and under the
influence of, a super-Power.

184. Having said that, I am wondering for how long we
must put up with Somali lies and fancies. The issue is sim
ple: the Government of Somalia had no business to invade
Ethiopia. It is as simple as that. Once they had invaded it,
it is immaterial how, when and under what circumstances
we threw them out of our country. Surely they did not ex
pect us to go and embrace them after they had killed and
maimed innocent people, civilians, children, and destroyed
their means of livelihood? We have appealed to them, ap
pealed to their reason, for over to years. If they persist in
solving all their difficulties through force, well then, we
shall reply by force.

183. Mr. IBRAHIM (Et.hiopia): In view of the statement
of the representative of Somalia, I feel compelled to make
one or two remarks. First of all, we shall study his state
ment and give the appropriate reply in due course.

182. That is the kind of intervention that the representa
tive of the Somali Government would like. That is an in
tervention that contravenes the principles of the non
aligned countries. But the international assistance given to
Ethiopia by the socialist super-Power and by Cuba-the
socialist super-Power, I say, since the super-Powers are
not the same, mind you-was internationally inspired and
aims at the defence of territorial integrity, independence
and sovereignty.

181. I invite you to read this week's Newsweek and see
the bet made by Mr. Brzezinski, the Assistant for National
Security Affairs to the President of the United States, with

178. The peoples of Africa will have to face many more
acts of aggression, as has been the case in other conti
nents. The enemies of the Aftican people would like to
isolate them, separate them from international solidarity.
That is reminiscent of the time of the Monroe Doctrine in
America when the United States proclaimed that America
belonged to the Americans; and they meant, not Latin
Americans, but North Americans. Now there is a desire
for Africa to belong to the former colonialists. But Africa
belongs to the Africans, and for that to be so international
assistance is needed.

179. Cuban soldiers in Angola helped to face aggression
on the part of the South African racists. In Ethiopia they
have dealt with acts of aggression aimed at cutting off a
portion of Ethiopian territory.

177. That does not conform to the principles of the non
aligned countries. In these principles there is a reference to
solidarity, mutual assistance, def~nce against the imperial
ist enemy. That is what the Cuban troops were there for, to
help Ethiopia in the face of aggression promoted by impe
rialists and, regrettably, cblrried out on orders from the
leaders of Somalia.

176. When the Cuban army responded to the call of the
legitimate representatives of Ethiopia, it did so in order to
help them in the defence of the territorial integrity of that
country in the face of aggression by Somalia. The Somali
army was sent out by its leaders-and it should be said that
they are very fine soldiers and very fine citizens-on an
adventure aimed at destroying the Ethiopian r~volution and
cutting off a portion of the territory of that country.

180. Many are getting ready to intervene in Africa, to re
colonize Africa. There is really a very unholy alliance in
deed between China, the United States and representatives
of other reactionary Governments.

175. In the Charter of the Organization of African Unity
and in the Charter of the United Nations there is a refer
ence to the right of every State to defend its territorial in
tegrity itnd to choose the social regime that suits it. But
again, no reference to those principles was found in his
statement. He was more concerned about alleged alliances
with a super-Power. He was concerned with what Cuban
troops were doing away from Cuba, counteracting the de
signs of the imperialist Power:;. He was worrying about
whether Cuba was a non-aligned country or not. His words
do coincide to a very considerable extent with the words of
President Carter. They also agree with the words of the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of China. I would say he has
chosen poor allies!
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The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.

194. I should like to respect the rule of 10 minutes' right
of reply. As I said earlier, 1 reserve my Government's po
sition with regard to the statement by the representative of
Ethiopia.

193. The fact that Ethiopia could not defend itself
against internal opponents, and had to call in mercenaries
from outside, is evidence that there is no empire of Ethio
pia. There is a feudal regime which has colonized a multi
tude of tribes and ethnic groups which were, at a certain
period in history, the people living in that region and rul
ing themselves.

192. Even if i accepted that Somalia was involved, So
malia is, as the representative of Ethiopia said, a poor na
tion and, as he also maintained, has a population of less
than 3 million people. Even if one accepted that Somalia
was involved, why is it necessary for Ethiopia-which
claims to have a population of 30 million people and to be
a rich country, a strong nation-to call in foreign merce
naries? Why should it not defend itself, if what it says is
true?

189. To support what I am saying, I remind the Assem- always minimized the existence of the liberation move-
bly that in this very hall about a year ago there were peo- ments to the point where they say that there is none.
pie who gave the impression that Somalia was in the
pocket of a super-Power. I think that everyone present
knows to whom I am referring. It has been demonstrated
that we are in no one's pocket. I am sure that that is a suf
ficient reply to the representative of Cuba, who tried to
convince the representatives present that what Somalia had
stated in this forum was inspired by somebody else.

190. I do not have many observations to make on the
other remarks made by the representative of Cuba. One
could not have expected him to deny that Cuba was an in
dependent, non-aligned, progressive country. We shall
leave the truth and the facts to history and to the judge
ment of the world community, but we in the Somali Dem
ocratic Republic have strong reservations about that state
ment.

191. Whilst I reserve my delegation's right to reply at a
later stage to the stateme ~t made by the representative of
Ethiopia, I should like r JW to make the following com
ment. If it is true that ',hiopia is a big, rich nation, why
has it found it necessary to call upon other countries for as
sistance in the face of internal liberation movements? I am
referring to Eritrea and the Ogaden. The Ethiopians have
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