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69/152. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissiofier
Refugees on the activities of his Offfcand the report of the Executive Committee
of the Programme of the United Nations High Comnoiser for Refugees on the
work of its sixty-fifth sessiohand the decisions contained therein,

Recalling its previous annual resolutions on the work of @ffice of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees siiitse establishment by the
General Assembly,

Expressing deep concern that the number of people who are forcibly disgléc
owing to conflict, persecution, violence and othleasons, including terrorism, has
reached the highest level since the Second World Wa

Expressing its appreciation for the leadership shown by the High
Commissioner,

Commending the staff of the Office of the High Commissionendaof its
partners for the competent, courageous and dedica@anner in which they
discharge their responsibilities,

Underlining its strong condemnation of all forms of violence to which
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and datet personnel are
increasingly exposed,

1. Welcomes the important work undertaken by the Office of tbaited
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and its Exiee Committee in the
course of the year, which is aimed at strengthenimg international protection
regime and at assisting Governments in meeting fr@itection responsibilities;
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2. Endorsesthe report of the Executive Committee of the Peogme of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees oe thork of its sixty-fifth
sessiorf,

3. Recognizes the relevance of the Executive Committee’s practicf
adopting conclusions, and encourages the Execufisenmittee to continue this
process;

4. Appreciates the convening of the high-level segment on enhagci
international cooperation, solidarity, local capges and humanitarian action for
refugees in Africa of the sixty-fifth plenary sessiof the Executive Committee,
welcomes the statement adopted on 30 September B@lthe States members of
the Executive Committeé€ commends African States for their hospitality and
refugee-friendly policies in hosting large numbefsefugees over a long period of
time despite their limited resources, calls upore thAfrican States and the
international community to pursue efforts as idBad in the statement, and calls
upon all States to act in international solidartiyrden-sharing and partnership with
African States to support international protectmihrefugees and facilitate durable
solutions;

5. Also appreciates the follow-up to the high-level segment of the tgix
fourth plenary session of the Executive Committesmews its call upon all States to
provide the necessary support with a view to shgrihe burden of the host
countries, and underscores the critical importaoteevelopment support for host
communities;

6. Reaffirms the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Re&é and
the 1967 Protocol theretas the foundation of the international refugeet@ction
regime, recognizes the importance of their full aftective application by States
parties and the values they embody, notes witrsfatiion that 148 States are now
parties to one or both instruments, encourageseStaiot parties to consider
acceding to those instruments and States partieh wéservations to give
consideration to withdrawing them, underlines, mrtpcular, the importance of full
respect for the principle of non-refoulement, aedagnizes that a number of States
not parties to the international refugee instrursemve shown a generous approach
to hosting refugees;

7. Re-emphasizes that the protection of refugees is primarily the
responsibility of States, whose full and effectiveoperation, action and political
resolve are required to enable the Office of thgHHiCommissioner to fulfil its
mandated functions, and strongly emphasizes, is tuntext, the importance of
active international solidarity and burden-sharing;

8. Welcomes recent accessions to the 1954 Convention relabrifpe Status
of Stateless Persohand the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Seasless
since the intergovernmental ministerial event magkihe sixtieth anniversary of the
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugaed the fiftieth anniversary of
the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessnas well as pledges to
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remove reservations to them, also welcomes thenteicerease in the number of

accessions to the two Conventions, and notes thasta8tes are now parties to the
1954 Convention and 63 States are parties to th&l 1@onvention, encourages
States that have not done so to give considerdticacceding to those instruments,
notes the work of the United Nations High Commis&bfor Refugees in regard to

identifying stateless persons, preventing and radyctatelessness and protecting
stateless persons, and urges the Office of the Higimmissioner to continue to

work in this area in accordance with relevant Gahekssembly resolutions and

Executive Committee conclusions;

9. Re-emphasizes that prevention and reduction of statelessness are
primarily the responsibility of States, in appragd cooperation with the
international community, and in this regard welcemthe call by the High
Commissioner for action to end statelessness widhdecade;

10. Also re-emphasizes that protection of and assistance to internally
displaced persons are primarily the responsibilby States, in appropriate
cooperation with the international community;

11. Notes the current activities of the Office of the Higho@missioner
related to protection of and assistance to intdyndisplaced persons, including in
the context of inter-agency arrangements in thieldfi emphasizes that such
activities should be consistent with relevant GaheAssembly resolutions and
should not undermine the refugee mandate of thdc®find the institution of
asylum, and encourages the High Commissioner tdimoa his dialogue with States
on the role of his Office in this regard;

12. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to continuspending
adequately to emergencies, in accordance with @adate and in cooperation with
States, notes the measures taken by the Officérémgthen its capacity to respond
to emergencies, and encourages the Office to putsusfforts to further strengthen
its emergency capacity and thereby ensure a maozdigtable, effective and timely
response;

13. Also encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to work in
partnership and in full cooperation with relevanational authorities, United
Nations offices and agencies, international andcergwvernmental organizations,
regional organizations and non-governmental orgaions to contribute to the
continued development of humanitarian response atipa at all levels, and recalls
the role of the Office as the leading entity of thkister for protection, camp
coordination and management and emergency shaeltesmplex emergencies;

14. Further encourages the Office of the High Commissioner, among other
relevant United Nations and other relevant intemyovnental organizations and
humanitarian and development actors, to continuavdok with the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secméh to enhance the coordination,
effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian resgwnand to contribute, in
consultation with States, as appropriate, to makiiugther progress towards
common humanitarian needs assessments, as statewmgaother important issues,
in General Assembly resolution 68/102 of 13 Decemb@13 on the strengthening
of the coordination of emergency humanitarian dasise of the United Nations;

15. Welcomes the recent efforts by the Office of the High Comssioner to
ensure a more inclusive, transparent, predictabld well-coordinated response to
refugees as well as internally displaced persond ather persons of concern,
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consistent with its mandate, and in this regarde$akote of the articulation of the
refugee coordination model;

16. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to engage imda
implement in full the objectives of the “Deliveriras one” initiative;

17. Notes with appreciation the measures taken and efficiencies gained in the
process of structural and management change tdorein the capacity of the Office
of the High Commissioner, and encourages the Officefocus on continuous
improvement in order to enable a more efficient pmse to the needs of
beneficiaries, including identifying unmet needsidato ensure the effective and
transparent use of its resources;

18. Expresses deep concern about the increasing threats to the safety and
security of humanitarian aid workers and convoyd,an particular, the loss of life
of humanitarian personnel working in the most diffit and challenging conditions
in order to assist those in need;

19. Emphasizes the need for States to ensure that perpetratoratiafcks
committed on their territory against humanitarisergonnel and United Nations and
associated personnel do not operate with impunity #hat the perpetrators of such
acts are promptly brought to justice as providedlp national laws and obligations
under international law;

20. Srongly condemns attacks on refugees, asylum seekers and internally
displaced persons and acts that pose a threateto prersonal security and well-
being, and calls upon all States concerned andyavapplicable, parties involved in
an armed conflict to take all measures necessagnture respect for human rights
and international humanitarian law;

21. Deplores the refoulement and unlawful expulsion of refugees asylum
seekers, and calls upon all States concerned toarensespect for the relevant
principles of refugee protection and human rights;

22. Urges States to uphold the civilian and humanitarianreleter of refugee
camps and settlements, inter alia, through effectimeasures to prevent the
infiltration of armed elements, to identify and seate any such armed elements
from refugee populations, to settle refugees inusedocations and to afford to the
Office of the High Commissioner and, where appraf®j other humanitarian
organizations prompt, unhindered and safe accessytum seekers, refugees and
other persons of concern;

23. Notes with concern that asylum seekers, refugees and stateless person
are subject to arbitrary detention in some situadiovelcomes the increasing use of
alternatives to detention, and emphasizes the rieedtates to limit detention of
asylum seekers, refugees and stateless persohattahich is necessary;

24. Expresses concern at the large number of asylum seekers who have los
their lives at sea trying to reach safety, and emages international cooperation to
further strengthen search and rescue mechanisms;

25. Emphasizes that the international protection of refugees idyaamic and
action-oriented function that is at the core of thandate of the Office of the High
Commissioner and that it includes, in cooperatidthvtates and other partners, the
promotion and facilitation of the admission, redeptand treatment of refugees in
accordance with internationally agreed standardd #me ensuring of durable,
protection-oriented solutions, bearing in mind tparticular needs of vulnerable
groups and paying special attention to those wihcs#fic needs, and notes in this
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context that the delivery of international protectiis a staff-intensive service that
requires adequate staff with the appropriate experespecially at the field level;

26. Expresses deep concern about the long-term impact of cuts in food
rations on the health and well-being of refugeesbglly, particularly in Africa and
the Middle East, and especially its impact on ctéld owing to insufficient funding
and increased costs, and in this regard calls Uftates to ensure sustained support
for the Office of the High Commissioner and the WoFood Programme, while
looking to provide refugees with alternatives t@mdoassistance, pending a durable
solution;

27. Affirms the importance of age, gender and diversity ma@&ashing in
analysing protection needs and ensuring the padatan of refugees and other
persons of concern to the Office of the High Consitdser, as appropriate, in the
planning and implementation of programmes of th&d@fand of State policies, also
affirms the importance of according priority to addsing discrimination, gender
inequality and the problem of sexual and genderebasgiolence, recognizing the
importance of addressing the protection needs ahem, children and persons with
disabilities in particular, and underlines the im@amce of continuing to work on
those issues;

28. Notes that the lack of civil registration and relatedcdmentation makes
persons vulnerable to statelessness and asso@adeelction risks, recognizes that
birth registration provides an official record otchild’s legal identity and is crucial
to preventing and reducing statelessness, and wedsoefforts by States to ensure
the birth registration of children;

29. Srongly reaffirms the fundamental importance and the purely
humanitarian and non-political character of thedtion of the Office of the High
Commissioner of providing international protectitmrefugees and seeking durable
solutions to refugee problems, and recalls thats¢hgolutions include voluntary
repatriation and, where appropriate and feasildeall integration and resettlement
in a third country, while reaffirming that voluntarrepatriation, supported, as
necessary, by rehabilitation and development amstst to facilitate sustainable
reintegration, remains the preferred solution;

30. Expresses concern about the particular difficulties faced by the oihs
of refugees in protracted situations, recognizext the average length of stay has
continued to grow, and emphasizes the need to t@dounternational efforts and
cooperation to find practical and comprehensiverapphes to resolving their plight
and to realize durable solutions for them, consisteith international law and
relevant General Assembly resolutions;

31. Recognizes the importance of achieving durable solutions &fugee
problems and, in particular, the need to addresthis process the root causes of
refugee movements;

32. Encourages further efforts by the Office of the High Commisser, in
cooperation with countries hosting refugees andntoes of origin, including their
respective local communities, relevant United Nasicagencies, international and
intergovernmental organizations, regional organoes, as appropriate,
non-governmental organizations and development ractdo actively promote
durable solutions, particularly in protracted redegsituations, with a focus on
sustainable, timely and voluntary return, which @mpasses repatriation,
reintegration, rehabilitation and reconstructiornivdtes, and encourages States and
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other relevant actors to continue to support thefferts through, inter alia, the
allocation of funds;

33. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to adopt ausion-
oriented approach that supports the sustainabiityvoluntary repatriation and
reintegration, including from the onset of displaent, and in this regard urges the
Office to further strengthen partnerships with patl Governments and
development actors, as well as international finalhniostitutions;

34. Calls upon States to create opportunities for resettlement aturable
solution, acknowledges with appreciation the maoyrdries that continue to offer
enhanced resettlement opportunities and other foofn&umanitarian admission,
recognizes the need to further increase the numlb@esettlement places and the
number of countries with regular resettlement pamgmes and to improve the
integration of resettled refugees, calls upon Stat® ensure inclusive and non-
discriminatory policies in their resettlement pragmes, and notes that
resettlement is a strategic protection tool andioh for refugees;

35. Notes with appreciation the activities undertaken by States to strengthen
the regional initiatives that facilitate cooperaivolicies and approaches on
refugees, and encourages States to continue th#arte to address, in a
comprehensive manner, the needs of the people efuoire international protection
in their respective regions, including the suppgandvided for host communities that
receive large numbers of persons who require irgonal protection;

36. Notes the importance of States and the Office of thetH@pmmissioner
discussing and clarifying the role of the Officerrixed migratory flows in order to
better address protection needs in the contextigédnmigratory flows, bearing in
mind the particular needs of vulnerable groups,eeslly women, children and
persons with disabilities, including by safeguagliaccess to asylum for those in
need of international protection, and also noteg tteadiness of the High
Commissioner, consistent with his mandate, to asSimtes in fulfilling their
protection responsibilities in this regard;

37. Emphasizes the obligation of all States to accept the retwintheir
nationals, calls upon States to facilitate the metaf their nationals who have been
determined not to be in need of international pctitm, and affirms the need for the
return of persons to be undertaken in a safe andame manner and with full
respect for their human rights and dignity, irresjse of the status of the persons
concerned;

38. Expresses concern about the challenges associated with climate chang
and environmental degradation to the operationstlod Office of the High
Commissioner and the assistance it provides to emalnle populations of concern
across the globe, particularly in the least devetbpountries, and urges the Office
to continue to address such challenges in its wavithin its mandate, and in
consultation with national authorities and in cogdon with competent agencies in
its operations;

39. Urges all States and relevant non-governmental and othganizations,
in conjunction with the Office of the High Commisesier, in a spirit of international
solidarity and burden-sharing, to cooperate andmmbilize resources, including
through financial and in-kind assistance, as well direct aid to host countries,
refugee populations and the communities hostingntheith a view to enhancing
the capacity of and reducing the heavy burden bdmneountries and communities
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hosting refugees, in particular those that haveeired large numbers of refugees
and asylum seekers, and whose generosity is apiessi

40. Calls upon the Office of the High Commissioner to continuepiay its
catalytic role in mobilizing assistance from theéeimational community to address
the root causes as well as the economic, enviromahemd social impact of large-
scale refugee populations in developing countriesparticular the least developed
countries, and countries with economies in transitiand notes with appreciation
those host countries, donor States, organizatiows iadividuals that contribute to
improving the condition of refugees through builgithe resilience of refugees and
their host communities, while working towards a alie solution;

41. Expresses concern that the needs required to protect and assisiopsref
concern to the Office of the High Commissioner ¢ou¢ to increase and that the
gap between global needs and available resourcesnc@s to grow, appreciates the
continued and increasing hospitality of host coigstand generosity of donors, and
therefore calls upon the Office to continue andarde efforts to broaden its donor
base so as to achieve greater burden-sharing hyforeing cooperation with
governmental donors, non-governmental donors aadtivate sector;

42. Recognizes that adequate and timely resources are essentidhé Office
of the High Commissioner to continue to fulfil theandate conferred upon it
through its statufeand by subsequent General Assembly resolutionsefingees
and other persons of concern, recalls its resohusi®/153 of 22 December 2003 and
subsequent resolutions on the Office of the Highm@ussioner concerning, inter
alia, the implementation of paragraph 20 of thetwgt of the Office, and urges
Governments and other donors to respond promptlarioual and supplementary
appeals issued by the Office for requirements untdgprogrammes;

43. Requests the High Commissioner to report on his annual\agés to the
General Assembly at its seventieth session.

73rd plenary meeting
18 December 2014
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