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69/151. Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women
and full implementation of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assembly

The General Assembly

Recallingits previous resolutions on the question, inclgdiesolution 68/140
of 18 December 2013, and recalling also the sectibresolution 64/289 of 2 July
2010 entitled “Strengthening the institutional argaments for support of gender
equality and the empowerment of women”,

Deeply convincedhat the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Amit and
the outcome of the twenty-third special sessiontte General Assembly, entitled
“Women 2000: gender equality, development and peé&me the twenty-first
century”? are important contributions to the achievemengefder equality and the
empowerment of women and must be translated infiecgfe action by all States,
the United Nations system and other organizatiarserned,

Reaffirming the commitments to gender equality and the advewece of
women made at the Millennium Sumniithe 2005 World Summitthe high-level
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the &filium Development Goafs,
the special event of the General Assembly to follay efforts made towards
achieving the Millennium Development Goland other major United Nations
summits, conferences and special sessions, andirmeiafg also that their full,
effective and accelerated implementation is inte¢paachieving the internationally
agreed development goals, including the MillenniDevelopment Goals,
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Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and full implementation
of the Beijing Declar ation and Platform for Action and the outcome
A/RES/69/151 of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly

Welcomingprogress made towards achieving gender equalitystressing that
challenges and obstacles remain in the implemematif the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action and the outcome of the ttyethird special session,

Noting that 2015 marks the twentieth anniversary of theurth World
Conference on Women and the adoption of the Beiiglaration and Platform for
Action, and welcoming the efforts of the United Maits Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) to commeteothe occasion,

Recognizingthat the responsibility for the implementation tfe Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcoofethe twenty-third special
session rests primarily at the national level atttstrengthened efforts are
necessary in this respect, and reiterating thataeobéd international cooperation is
essential for full, effective and accelerated immpémntation,

Welcomingthe work of the Commission on the Status of Wonreneviewing
the implementation of the Beijing Declaration anltPorm for Action, and taking
note with appreciation of all its agreed conclusipnincluding the agreed
conclusions on the challenges and achievementshi implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals for women and girlsopted by the Commission at
its fifty-eighth sessiorf,and of the need to implement them,

Welcoming alsothe strengthening of the capacity of UN-Women aisl
experience in achieving its mandate,

Taking noteof the activities carried out by the Fund for Gendquality and
the United Nations Trust Fund in Support of ActiadwnsEliminate Violence against
Women,

Recognizing that the participation and contribution of civilodety, in
particular women’s groups and organizations and eothon-governmental
organizations, are important to the successful anmntation of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcoofethe twenty-third special
session, in particular in the lead-up to the twethtianniversary of the adoption of
the Platform for Action,

Reaffirming that gender mainstreaming is a globally acceptedtegy for
promoting the empowerment of women and achievinghdge equality by
transforming structures of inequality, which iseednt in all issues considered by
its Main Committees and subsidiary bodies, inclgdin resolutions dealing with
issues beyond social, humanitarian, cultural, ecoiccand financial matters,

Reaffirming alsothe commitment to actively promote the mainstraagmof a
gender perspective into the design, implementatimonitoring and evaluation of
policies and programmes in all political, econoraitd social spheres, as well as the
commitment to strengthen the capabilities of thdat&h Nations system in the area
of gender equality,

Reaffirming furtherthe commitments in regard to gender equality and t
empowerment of women in the Doha Declaration onakaing for Development:
outcome document of the Follow-up International €@&mance on Financing for
Development to Review the Implementation of the Mwrey Consensus,

7 SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Coyr0i14, Supplement No.(£/2014/27), chap. I,
sect. A.

8 Resolution 63/239, annex.
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Bearing in mindthe challenges and obstacles to changing discetony
attitudes and gender stereotypes, which perpetdeterimination against women
and girls and stereotypical roles of boys and ginen and women, and stressing
that challenges and obstacles remain in the implgaion of international
standards and norms to address inequality betwesmmand women,

Reaffirmingthe Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIB@nd the Political
Declaration on HIV and AIDS: Intensifying Our Effsrto Eliminate HIV and
AIDS, adopted at the high-level meeting of the Gahé&ssembly on AIDS, held on
10 June 201%%in which, inter alia, the promotion of gender eliyaand the
empowerment of women were recognized as fundamefdal reducing the
vulnerability of women to HIV and AIDS,

Welcomingthe integration of a gender perspective into thecome document
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainableddgvment, entitled “The future
we want"™ and in this regard commending UN-Women for itsoef to ensure
coherence throughout the United Nations systenisiradvocacy for gender equality
and the empowerment of women in the context ofanable development, and in
particular in the context of the Open Working Groop Sustainable Development

Goals,

Noting with appreciation the attention to gender equality and the
empowerment of women reflected in the outcome daoumof the third
International Conference on Small Island DevelopiSgates, entitled “SIDS
Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway® and encouraging its
appropriate follow-up and implementation,

Expressing serious concethat the urgent goal of 50/50 gender balance & th
United Nations system, especially at senior andicyaiaking levels, with full
respect for the principle of equitable geographidisitribution, in conformity with
Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the tddiNations, remains unmet, and
that the representation of women in the United biadisystem has remained almost
static, with negligible improvement in some parfstlee system, as reflected in the
report of the Secretary-General on improvement hie status of women in the
United Nations systerf,

Reaffirmingthe important role of women in the prevention aedolution of
conflicts and in peacebuilding, and stressing teechfor their participation therein,
including at decision-making levels,

Recalling Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) of 31 @mdr 2000,
1820 (2008) of 19 June 2008, 1888 (2009) of 30 Smper 2009, 1889 (2009) of
5 October 2009, 1960 (2010) of 16 December 201®M622013) of 24 June 2013
and 2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013 on women andceeand security and
resolution 1882 (2009) of 4 August 2009 on childeerd armed conflict,

1. Takes note with appreciatioof the report of the Secretary-General on
the measures taken and progress achieved in fallpwse and implementation of the
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Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and tloeitcome of the twenty-third
special session of the General Assemfly;

2. Reaffirmsthe Beijing Declaration and Platform for Actioncgated at the
Fourth World Conference on Womén,the outcome of the twenty-third special
session of the General Assemblyand the declaration adopted on the occasion of
the 15-year review of the implementation of the jBei Declaration and Platform
for Action at the fifty-fourth session of the Conssion on the Status of Woméh,
and also reaffirms its commitment to their full, fexftive and accelerated
implementation;

3. Also reaffirmsthe primary and essential role of the General Adsy
and the Economic and Social Council, as well as taalytic role of the
Commission on the Status of Women, in promoting dggnequality and the
empowerment of women based on the full implemeatatiof the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcoofethe twenty-third special
session and in promoting and monitoring gender stagaming within the United
Nations system;

4. Recognizesthat the implementation of the Beijing Declarati@nd
Platform for Action and the fulfilment of the obhgons of States parties under the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dismrination against Woméfare
mutually reinforcing in respect of achieving gendaguality and the empowerment
of women, welcomes in this regard the contributiaafsthe Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women to proting the implementation of
the Platform for Action and the outcome of the twethird special session, and
invites States parties to the Convention to includfermation on measures taken to
enhance implementation at the national level irirtheports to the Committee under
article 18 of the Convention;

5. Calls uponStates parties to comply fully with their obligaiis under the
Convention and the Optional Protocol thefé@nd to take into consideration the
concluding observations as well as the generalmsuendations of the Committee,
urges States parties to consider limiting the extefhany reservations that they
lodge to the Convention, to formulate any reseisadias precisely and narrowly as
possible and to regularly review such reservatioith a view to withdrawing them
so as to ensure that no reservation is incompatilitle the object and purpose of the
Convention, also urges all Member States that hteyet ratified or acceded to the
Convention to consider doing so, and calls upors¢hblember States that have not
yet done so to consider signing and ratifying ocexing to the Optional Protocol;

6. Reiterateghe importance and value of the mandate of theddnNations
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment obrén (UN-Women), and
welcomes the Entity’s leadership in providing aosiy voice for women and girls at
all levels;

7. Reaffirmsthe important role of UN-Women in leading, cooraiing and
promoting accountability of the United Nations symst in its work on gender
equality and the empowerment of women;

14 AI69/182.
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8. Notes with appreciatiothe important and extensive work of UN-Women
for more effective and coherent gender mainstregmanross the United Nations
system, and calls upon UN-Women to continue to suppgender mainstreaming
across the United Nations system as an integrdl gfaits work and of its efforts to
accelerate action across the United Nations system;

9. Welcomeghe commitment of UN-Women to support Member Saite
their efforts to develop and strengthen norms, qge§ and standards on gender
equality and the empowerment of women as well ast®grate gender perspectives
into sectoral policy and normative frameworks, aadcourages the Entity to
continue to promote the need to mainstream andgthen a gender perspective in
the work of intergovernmental bodies and process®s the opportunities therein,
and to provide technical assistance, at the requafstMember States, in
strengthening a gender perspective in resolutiortsaher outcomes;

10. Urges Member States to increase funding for the budddt/d-Women
by providing, when legislative and budgetary priwis allow, core, multi-year,
predictable, stable and sustainable voluntary dbuations, recognizing the
importance of adequate funding in enabling UN-Wonterimplement its strategic
plan promptly and effectively and that the mobitipa of financial resources for
achieving its goals still remains a challenge;

11. Encouragesall actors, including Governments, the United MNa8
system, other international organizations and cwitiety, to continue to support the
work of the Commission on the Status of Women iHilfing its central role in the
follow-up to and review of the implementation ofettBeijing Declaration and
Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenkyrtl special session and, as
applicable, to carry out the recommendations of @mmmission, welcomes in this
regard the Commission’s continued sharing of exgeres, lessons learned and
good practices in overcoming challenges to the ffimlplementation at the national
and international levels and the evaluation of pesg in the implementation of
priority themes, and encourages the intergovernaidmidies of the United Nations
system, as appropriate, to incorporate the outcoafethe Commission into their
work;

12. Calls upon Governments and the organs and the relevant fuarsb
programmes and the specialized agencies of theedmitations system, within their
respective mandates, other international and regioorganizations, including
financial institutions, and all relevant actors civil society, including non-
governmental organizations, to intensify and aceke action to achieve the full
and effective implementation of the Beijing Decliaoa and Platform for Action,
nearly 20 years after their adoption, and of thécome of the twenty-third special
session;

13. Reaffirmsthat States have an obligation to exercise dugefice to
prevent and combat all forms of violence againstmea and girls, provide
protection to the victims and investigate, prosecahd punish the perpetrators of
violence against women and girls, and that failtoredo so violates and impairs or
nullifies the enjoyment of their human rights anthdamental freedoms, calls upon
Governments to elaborate and implement laws anategjies to eliminate violence
against women and girls, encourages and supports and boys to take an active
part in the prevention and elimination of all form&violence, encourages increased
understanding among men and boys of how violeneenbairls, boys, women and
men and undermines gender equality, encouragesctdrs to speak out against any
form of violence against women, and in this regartourages Member States to
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continue to support the Secretary-General's ongodagnpaign “UNIiTE to End
Violence against Women” and the social mobilizatiand advocacy platform of
UN-Women “Say NO — UNITE to End Violence against kiven”;

14. Reiterates its call uponhe United Nations system, including the main
organs, their main committees and subsidiary bqdileough forums such as the
high-level political forum on sustainable developtheand functions such as the
annual ministerial review and the Development Caatien Forum of the Economic
and Social Council and the funds and programmesthadspecialized agencies, to
increase efforts to fully mainstream a gender pecsipe into all issues under their
consideration and within their mandates, as welinds all United Nations summits,
conferences and special sessions and their follpwocesses, including those of
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Dewaknt, held in 2012;

15. Calls uponStates to ensure that intergovernmental processes$, as the
Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reductidhge third International
Conference on Financing for Development and thetéthiNations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habltat consistently address
gender perspectives in their preparatory proceaadsoutcomes, and also calls upon
States to ensure the reflection of a gender petsmedn the discussions of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nationsntework Convention on Climate
Change as they elaborate a new climate change mgmeto be adopted in 2015;

16. Reiteratesthat the full, effective and accelerated implenatioin of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and tleeitcome of the twenty-third
special session is essential to achieving the magonally agreed development
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals;

17. Recalls its resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in chkhiit
welcomed the report of the Open Working Group orst8inable Development
Goalg®and decided that the proposal of the Open Workimgup contained in the
report shall be the main basis for integrating austble development goals into the
post-2015 development agenda, while recognizing tither inputs will also be
considered, in the intergovernmental negotiatioacpss at the sixty-ninth session
of the General Assembly;

18. Urges States to build on the lessons learned from theléementation of
the Millennium Development Goals as the new post®@evelopment agenda is
being shaped, also urges States to tackle critiealaining challenges through a
transformative and comprehensive approach, ands cfif gender equality, the
empowerment of women and the human rights of woareth girls to be reflected as
a stand-alone goal and to be integrated througdetarand indicators into all goals
of any new development framework;

19. Requeststhe entities of the United Nations system to syetdcally
incorporate the outcomes of the Commission on thetuS of Women into their
work, within their mandates, and, inter alia, tosere effective support for the
efforts of Member States towards the achievementgemnder equality and the
empowerment of women and girls, and in this regandourages UN-Women to
continue to use concrete results-based reportingchar@sms and to ensure
coherence, consistency and coordination betweenntrenative and operational
aspects of its work;

18 A/68/970 and Corr.1.
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20. Strongly encourage$&overnments to continue to support the role and
contribution of civil society, in particular non-gernmental organizations and
women’s organizations, in the implementation of tBeijing Declaration and
Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenkyrtl special session;

21. Calls uponGovernments and the United Nations system to eragei
women’s groups and other non-governmental orgaitmatspecializing in gender
equality and the empowerment of women to parti@pat intergovernmental
processes, including through increased outreaaidifig and capacity-building;

22. Calls uponthe intergovernmental bodies of the United Natisgstem to
systematically request the inclusion of a genderspective in reports of the
Secretary-General and other inputs to intergovemtaleprocesses;

23. Requestghat reports of the Secretary-General submittedht General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council andirttsubsidiary bodies
systematically address gender perspectives throggyider-sensitive analysis and
the provision of data disaggregated by sex and agé that conclusions and
recommendations for further action address theeddfit situations and needs of
women and men and girls and boys in order to fet#i gender-sensitive policy
development, and in this regard requests the Samgr&teneral to convey the
importance of reflecting a gender perspective tostdkeholders who provide input
to his reports;

24. EncouragesMember States, with the support of, as appropribteited
Nations entities, including UN-Women, internatiorsald regional organizations and
other relevant actors, to prioritize the strengihgnof national data collection and
monitoring capacities with regard to statisticsadigregated by sex and age, as well
as national tracking indicators for gender equadihd the empowerment of women
through multisectoral efforts and partnerships;

25. Calls uponall parts of the United Nations system to contitaeplay an
active role in ensuring the full, effective and aekxrated implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and tloeitcome of the twenty-third
special session through, inter alia, the mainteran€ gender specialists in all
entities of the United Nations system, as well gsemsuring that all personnel,
especially those in the field, receive training aappropriate follow-up, including
tools, guidance and support, for accelerated gemdainstreaming, and reaffirms
the need to strengthen the capabilities of the éthiNations system in the area of
gender;

26. Requeststhe Secretary-General to review and redouble lisrts to
make progress towards achieving the goal of 50/66dgr balance at all levels
throughout the United Nations system, with full pest for the principle of
equitable geographical distribution, in conformityth Article 101, paragraph 3, of
the Charter of the United Nations, considering, particular, women from the
developing and the least developed countries, ctemtvith economies in transition
and unrepresented or largely underrepresented MerSbetes, and to ensure the
implementation of measures, including temporarycggemeasures, to accelerate
progress, and managerial and departmental accoilibgjalvith respect to gender
balance targets, and strongly encourages MembdesSta identify and regularly
submit more women candidates for appointment totpos in the United Nations
system, especially at more senior and policymakifeyels, including in
peacekeeping operations;
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27. Calls uponthe United Nations system to continue its efforbsvards
achieving the goal of gender balance, includinghwttie active support of gender
focal points, and requests the Secretary-Genergirtvide an oral report to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-hirgession and to report to the
General Assembly at its seventy-first session om ithprovement of the status of
women in the United Nations system, under the itemtitled “Advancement of
women”, and on progress made and obstacles encmeht@ achieving gender
balance, with recommendations for accelerating preg and up-to-date statistics to
be provided annually by entities of the United a8, including on the number and
percentage of women and their functions and natitbea throughout the United
Nations system, as well as information on the resgulity and accountability of
the offices of human resources management and #teetriat of the United
Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordoratfor promoting gender
balance;

28. Encouragesincreased efforts by Governments and the Unitedidda
system to enhance accountability for the implemeaitaof commitments to gender
equality and the empowerment of women at the irggomal, regional, national and
local levels, including through improved monitoriraond reporting on progress in
relation to policies, strategies, resource allowasi and programmes and by
achieving gender balance;

29. Reaffirms that Governments bear the primary responsibilior the
achievement of gender equality and the empowermehtwomen and that
international cooperation has an essential rol@dnisting developing countries in
progressing towards the full implementation of Bwjing Declaration and Platform
for Action;

30. Encouragesits Main Committees and subsidiary bodies, as wsllthe
Economic and Social Council and its functional coissions, particularly in the
light of the analysis contained in the report oé tBecretary-Generdl and of the
cross-cutting nature of gender equality and the @wmgrment of women, to make
further progress in the integration of a genderspective into their work;

31. Encourageghe Secretary-General to bring to the attentiorthef United
Nations system the findings of his report in orderstrengthen follow-up on these
findings and accelerate the implementation of thespnt resolution;

32. Recalls Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/18 Zf July
2013, in which the Council decided that, at itstyfifhinth session, in 2015, the
Commission on the Status of Women would undertakevéew and appraisal of the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Péath for Action and the outcome
of the twenty-third special session of the GeneAalsembly, including current
challenges that affect the implementation of thatfekm for Action and the
achievement of gender equality and the empowern@ntwomen, as well as
opportunities for strengthening gender equality &mel empowerment of women in
the post-2015 development agenda through the iategr of a gender perspective;

33. Urgesall States and all other stakeholders, in thattewi to undertake
comprehensive reviews of the progress made andlarigds encountered in the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Péath for Action and the outcome
of the twenty-third special session, with a viewdiwengthening and accelerating
their full implementation, and to consider apprapei commemorative activities for
the twentieth anniversary of the Fourth World Caefece on Women and the
adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platfornm fection;
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34. EncouragesStates and all stakeholders to strengthen the str@aming
of a gender perspective into all sectors and inaa#las of development, including
through the national and regional preparationstfar review and appraisal of the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Péath for Action;

35. Calls upon the United Nations system to continue to suppomntd a
contribute to the review and appraisal process hed Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action at the international, regionahational and local levels,
encourages UN-Women to continue its efforts in sarppf the review and appraisal
of the implementation of the Beijing DeclarationdaRlatform for Action and the
central role it is playing in mobilizing States,viti society, the United Nations
system, the private sector and other relevant $talkiers at all levels, including
through its activities, campaigns and special evdat the twentieth anniversary of
the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platforfor Action aimed at
strengthening political will and commitment, sociabbilization, awareness-raising
and revitalized public debates, a strengthened endd base and knowledge
generation, and encourages all stakeholders torensmhanced and sufficient
resources to achieve gender equality, the empowermef women and the
realization of women'’s full enjoyment of all humaights;

36. Requeststhe Secretary-General to continue to report angutd the
General Assembly under the item entitled “Advancatef women”, and to the
Commission on the Status of Women and the Econanit Social Council on the
follow-up to and progress made in the implementatad the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action and the outcome of the ttyethird special session, with an
assessment of progress in gender mainstreamindudimg information on key
achievements, lessons learned and good practicegemommendations on further
measures to enhance and accelerate implementation.

73rd plenary meeting
18 December 2014
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