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68/95. Questions of American Samoa, Anguilla, Ber muda,
the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman I slands, Guam,
Montserrat, Pitcairn, Saint Helena, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the United States Virgin I slands

A

GENERAL
The General Assembly,

Having considered the questions of the Non-Self-Governing Territgrief
American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda, the British VWirglslands, the Cayman
Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, Saint Helgha, Turks and Caicos Islands and
the United States Virgin Islands, hereinafter reddrto as “the Territories”,

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the Spe€ammittee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementatioh the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries Redples for 2013,

Recalling all resolutions and decisions of the United Nasiorlating to those
Territories, including, in particular, the resolutis adopted by the General
Assembly at its sixty-sixth session on the indiatluTerritories covered by the
present resolutions,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determinatiohthe Territories
are valid as long as they are in accordance withfteely expressed wishes of the
peoples concerned and in conformity with the chealéfined principles contained
in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 Beder 1960, 1541 (XV) of
15 December 1960 and other resolutions of the Ag$gm
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Recalling its resolution 1541 (XV), containing the principléhat should guide
Member States in determining whether or not angdilon exists to transmit the
information called for under Article 78 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Expressing concern that 53 years after the adoption of the Declarabbm the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries &ebples, there still remain a
number of Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Conscious of the importance of continuing effective implent&tion of the
Declaration, taking into account the target settbg United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for 8econd and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspiregtiof the peoples
of the Territories require flexible, practical amthovative approaches to the options
for self-determination, without any prejudice torriorial size, geographical
location, size of population or natural resources,

Noting the stated position of the Government of the Udhit€ingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the statedition of the Government of the
United States of America on the Non-Self-Governifdgrritories under their
administration,

Noting also the constitutional developments in some Non-Seadf+&ning
Territories affecting the internal structure of gomance about which the Special
Committee has received information,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the peopleshef Territories
should continue to guide the development of theitufe political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other foohpopular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and agmns of the people,

Convinced also that any negotiations to determine the status dfegritory
must take place with the active involvement andtipgration of the people of that
Territory, under the auspices of the United Natioms a case-by-case basis, and that
the views of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governirggritories in respect of their
right to self-determination should be ascertained,

Noting that a number of Non-Self-Governing Territories baexpressed
concern at the procedure followed by some adminisgePowers, contrary to the
wishes of the Territories themselves, of amending emacting legislation for
application to the Territories, either through arglén council, in order to apply to
the Territories the international treaty obligatsonf the administering Power, or
through the unilateral application of laws and rieagions,

Aware of the importance of the international financi@ngces and tourism
sectors for the economies of some of the Non-Se¥&ning Territories,

Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Govegnirerritories at the
local and regional levels, including participatiom the work of regional
organizations,

Mindful that United Nations visiting and special missignsvide an effective
means of ascertaining the situation in the Terr@®rthat some Territories have not

2 Resolution 1514 (XV).
3 A/56/61, annex.
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received a United Nations visiting mission for andotime and that no visiting
missions have been sent to some of the Territoerd,considering the possibility of
sending further visiting missions to the Territariat an appropriate time, in
consultation with the relevant administering Powersd in accordance with the
relevant resolutions and decisions of the Unitedidves on decolonization,

Mindful also that, in order for the Special Committee to enleanits
understanding of the political status of the pespdé the Territories and to fulfil its
mandate effectively, it is important for it to beppmised by the relevant
administering Powers and to receive informationnfrother appropriate sources,
including the representatives of the Territoriespnecerning the wishes and
aspirations of the peoples of the Territories,

Acknowledging the regular transmission by the administering Pew® the
Secretary-General of information called for undetidle 73 e of the Charter,

Aware of the importance both to the Territories and te Bpecial Committee
of the participation of elected and appointed repreatives of the Territories in the
work of the Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure thatappropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a pubWwareness campaign aimed at
assisting the peoples of the Territories in gainagetter understanding of the
options for self-determination,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regiorsdminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarteits, the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Terriggriprovides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate, andtthhhe regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean thed Pacific, is a crucial
element in the context of a United Nations prograamfior ascertaining the political
status of the Territories,

Noting the stated positions of the representatives of Nloa-Self-Governing
Territories before the Special Committee and atetsonal seminars,

Welcoming the 2013 Caribbean regional seminar held by the c@pe
Committee in Quito from 28 to 30 May 2013, as and#igant and forward-looking
event, which enabled the participants to assess phegress made in the
decolonization process and to review the CommisteaXisting working methods
and renew its momentum in implementing its histdask,

Recognizing the importance of the conclusions and recommendatiadopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the reporthef Special Committéeand
which outline the findings of the seminar, includjrespecially, the way forward for
the decolonization process within the context od firoclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third Im&ional Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,

Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the Territorige natural disasters
and environmental degradation, and in that conoectbearing in mind the
applicability to the Territories of the programmefkaction or outcome documents
of all United Nations world conferences and specsalssions of the General
Assembly in the economic and social spheres,

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/68/23).
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Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and othgawizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the United Nations Developm@nogramme, the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean dahd Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, as well asioagl institutions such as the
Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Commurthg Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Fandithe agencies of the Council
of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

Recalling the statement made by the representative of then&woic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbeanhat Caribbean regional seminar
held in Kingstown from 31 May to 2 June 2011 th#tsx Caribbean Non-Self-
Governing Territories are active associate membéthe Commission,

Aware that the Human Rights Committee, as part of itsndse under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rigfitreviews the status of the self-
determination process, including in small islandriteries under examination by
the Special Committee,

Recalling the ongoing efforts of the Special Committee inrrgimg out a
critical review of its work with the aim of makingppropriate and constructive
recommendations and decisions to attain its ohjestiin accordance with its
mandate,

Recognizing that the annual working papers prepared by thereé@adat on
developments in each of the small Territoridsas well as the substantive
documentation and information furnished by expessholars, non-governmental
organizations and other sources, have provided rtapb inputs to update the
present resolutions,

Recalling the report of the Secretary-General on the Secbrtdrnational
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of the Nonf&overning
Territories to self-determination, in conformity ti the Charter of the United
Nations and with General Assembly resolution 15X¥), containing the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to G@bCountries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of decolonization, there i@ n
alternative to the principle of self-determinatiavhich is also a fundamental human
right, as recognized under the relevant human siglonventions;

3.  Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the peoples of the Te¢ories
themselves to determine freely their future poétistatus in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter, the Declaratard the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly, and in that connection rates its long-standing call for the
administering Powers, in cooperation with the temial Governments and
appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,déwelop political education
programmes for the Territories in order to fostaraavareness among the people of
their right to self-determination in conformity wmitthe legitimate political status
options, based on the principles clearly definedAssembly resolution 1541 (XV)
and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

® See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
® AJAC.109/2013/3-13.
" AI65/330 and Add.1.
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4. Sresses the importance of the Special Committee on thaid&ibn with
regard to the Implementation of the Declarationtb@ Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples being apprised efviews and wishes of the peoples
of the Territories and enhancing its understandifigheir conditions, including the
nature and scope of the existing political and tian$onal arrangements between the
Non-Self-Governing Territories and their respectadministering Powers;

5.  Requests the administering Powers to continue to transreguarly to
the Secretary-General information called for undlgicle 73 e of the Charter;

6. Callsupon the administering Powers to participate in andparate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in orderitoplement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in ordeadwvise the Special
Committee on the implementation of the provisionsder Article 73b of the
Charter on efforts to promote self-government ia Trerritories, and encourages the
administering Powers to facilitate visiting and sia missions to the Territories;

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Powers endhe
Charter to promote the economic and social develgmand to preserve the
cultural identity of the Territories, and, as aquiiy, to mitigate the effects of the
current global financial crisis where possible, dansultation with the territorial
Governments concerned, towards the strengtheningd) @dimersification of their
respective economies;

8. Requests the Territories and the administering Powers tdketaall
measures necessary to protect and conserve thaoemeént of the Territories
against any degradation, and once again requestspécialized agencies concerned
to continue to monitor environmental conditionsthe Territories and to provide
assistance to those Territories, consistent widhirthrevailing rules of procedure;

9. Welcomes the participation of the Non-Self-Governing Teories in
regional activities, including the work of regiomaiganizations;

10. Sresses the importance of implementing the plans of actifmm the
Second and Third International Decades for the Eradicatiof Colonialism, in
particular by expediting the application of the Wwomprogramme for the
decolonization of each Non-Self-Governing Territoon a case-by-case basis, as
well as by ensuring that periodic analyses are wiaten of the progress and extent
of the implementation of the Declaration in eactrrifery, and that the working
papers prepared by the Secretariat on each Teriteould fully reflect
developments in those Territories;

11. Urges Member States to contribute to the efforts of theteld Nations to
usher in a world free of colonialism within the ¢ext of the International Decades
for the Eradication of Colonialism, and calls uptnem to continue to give their full
support to the Special Committee in its endeavoowsards that noble goal;

12. Sresses the importance of the various constitutional exsesi in the
respective Territories administered by the Unitetchdglom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of Amerieamd led by the territorial
Governments, designed to address internal congtitat structures within the
present territorial arrangements, and decides ttovioclosely the developments
concerning the future political status of thoseriteries;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to report to eneral
Assembly on a regular basis on the implementatibrdexolonization resolutions
adopted since the declaration of the Third Inteioretl Decade for the Eradication
of Colonialism;
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14. Reiteratesits request that the Human Rights Committee collaborate with
the Special Committee, within the framework of itandate on the right to self
determination as contained in the International &@want on Civil and Political
Rights® with the aim of exchanging information, given théite Human Rights
Committee is mandated to review the situation,udahg political and constitutional
developments, in many of the Non-Self-Governingriferies that are within the
purview of the Special Committee;

15. Requests the Special Committee to continue to collaboratéhwhe
Economic and Social Council and its relevant suiasidintergovernmental bodies,
within the framework of their respective mandatesth the aim of exchanging
information on developments in those Non-Self-Gaoweg Territories which are
reviewed by those bodies;

16. Also requests the Special Committee to continue to examine thestjon
of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and to repdttereon to the General
Assembly at its sixty-eighth session and on the lanentation of the present
resolution.

65th plenary meeting
11 December 2013

B

INDIVIDUAL TERRITORIES

The General Assembly,

Referring to resolution A above,

|
American Samoa

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretariatAgmerican
Samo4 and other relevant information,

Recalling the statement made by the representative of theeor of
American Samoa at the Pacific regional seminar HaldQuito from 30 May to
1 June 2012 that the Territory’s position thathbald be removed from the United
Nations list of the Non-Self-Governing Territorie®ntinued to hold, that it was
time to make political and economic progress wh#specting the concerns of the
administering Power and the United Nations, and thare was a need for a more
structured approach to determine the will of thegle with a detailed workplan on
how best to gauge the will of the people on paoditistatus,

Aware that, under United States law, the Secretary o fnterior has
administrative jurisdiction over American Samba,

Recalling the position of the administering Power and thetesnents made by
representatives of American Samoa at regional samjnincluding at the 2011

8 AJAC.109/2013/11.

® United States Congress, 1929 (48 U.S.C. Sec. 1661Stat. 1253), and Secretary’s Order 2657,
Department of the Interior, United States of Amayit951, as amended.
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Caribbean regional seminar, inviting the Specialhf@dttee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declarationtibe Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples to send a visitirigsion to the Territory,

Aware of the work of the Future Political Status Studgn@mission, completed
in 2006, the release of its report, with recommeiudes, in January 2007 and the
creation of the American Samoa Constitutional Revi@ommittee in the Territory,
as well as the holding in June 2010 of American 8am fourth Constitutional
Convention,

Noting, in that regard, the statement made by the reptatge of the
Governor of American Samoa at the 2012 Pacific argl seminar and previous
policy papers presented to the Special Committatrgf that, against a backdrop of
a decades-long popular preference for integratitth tihe United States of America,
the Territory wished to move forward on politicahtus, local autonomy and self-
governance issues, as well as remarks made by tver@or and the United States
Congressman representing American Samoa, in 2012he issue of reviewing the
relationship of the Territory with the United Statend looking at options to become
more independent, including a compact of free aisdéimn agreement,

Noting also the holding of elections in the Territory in Novber 2012,

Acknowledging the indication by the territorial Government, iading at the
2012 Pacific regional seminar, that the effects cefrtain federal laws on the
economy of the Territory give serious cause forasrn,

Aware that in July 2012, the United States passed Puldiw 112-149, which
includes a provision to delay the minimum wage @&ges in American Samoa, as
provided by United States Public Law 110-28, uStptember 2015,

Aware also that American Samoa continues to be the only Uhiftates
Territory to receive financial assistance from thdministering Power for the
operations of the territorial Government,

1. Welcomes the work of the territorial Government with respée moving
forward on political status, local autonomy andfggvernance issues with a view
to making political and economic progress;

2.  Expresses once again its appreciation for the invitation extended in 2011
by the Governor of American Samoa to the Speciah@dttee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declarationtib@ Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples to send a visitingsion to the Territory, calls upon
the administering Power to facilitate such a missibthe territorial Government so
desires, and requests the Chair of the Special Ctwento take all the steps
necessary to that end;

3. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning a public awareness programme, so@si with Article 73b of the
Charter of the United Nations, and in that regaadlscupon the relevant United
Nations organizations to provide assistance toTdmitory, if requested;

4. Calls upon the administering Power to assist the territofadvernment
in the diversification and sustainability of theomomy of the Territory and to
address employment and cost-of-living issues;
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[
Anguilla

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretanmAoguilla and
other relevant information,

Recalling the holding of the 2003 Caribbean regional semiimarAnguilla,
hosted by the territorial Government and made psdiy the administering Power,
the first time that the seminar had been held Moa-Self-Governing Territory,

Recalling also the statement made by the representative of Ateyuit the
Pacific regional seminar held in Quito from 30 Myl June 2012 that the people
of the Territory are concerned that they are bethgnied the full range of
decolonization options while the territorial Goverant seeks a comprehensive
overhaul of the current Constitution, in particubaiserious reduction in the powers
of the Governor under a drafting exercise that Ineiga2011,

Aware of the follow-up meeting, held after the 2012 Riaciegional seminar,
between the Chair of the Special Committee and Ghéf Minister of Anguilla,
who reiterated the urgent need for a visiting nossi

Noting the internal constitutional review process resunbgdthe territorial
Government in 2006, the work of the Constitutionmhd Electoral Reform
Commission, which prepared its report in August 0the holding of public and
other consultative meetings in 2007 on proposedstititional amendments to be
presented to the administering Power and the dmue$staken in 2008 and 2011 to
set up a drafting team to prepare a new constitutdmd present it for public
consultation in the Territory,

Aware of certain difficulties and tensions in the retats between the
territorial Government and the administering Powegarding budgetary and
economic matters,

Noting the participation of the Territory as a member time Caribbean
Overseas Countries and Territories Council and asoeiate member in the
Caribbean Community, the Organization of Eastermriibean States and the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chgan,

Aware of the willingness expressed by the Organizatibrieastern Caribbean
States and the Caribbean Community to assist irrékselution of difficulties being
experienced by the territorial Government in regpet its relations with the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great BritamdaNorthern Ireland,

1. Welcomes the preparations made for a new constitution, anges that
constitutional discussions with the administeringowr, including public
consultations, be concluded as soon as possible;

2.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryits current
efforts with regard to advancing the internal cawsional review exercise, if
requested;

3. Notes the expression of grave concern by the Caribbeam@unity at
the tension between the administering Power anddh#orial Government and the
deterioration in the Territory’s governance arramgats;

10 A/JAC.109/2013/5.
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4. Sresses the importance of the previously expressed desifethe
territorial Government for a visiting mission byettspecial Committee, calls upon
the administering Power to facilitate such a missiid the territorial Government so
desires, and requests the Chair of the Special Gtteanto take all the necessary
steps to that end;

5. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public consultative outreach effocbnsistent with Article 78 of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon theviaié United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requdste

6. Calls upon the administering Power to assist the territoBavernment
in strengthening its commitments in the economiandm, including budgetary
matters, with regional support as needed and apjatiep

7. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in theokk of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chgehn;

11
Ber muda

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretariatBermuda®
and other relevant information,

Aware of the statement made by the representative ofriBda at the Pacific
regional seminar held in Quito from 30 May to 1 012,

Conscious of the different viewpoints of the political pas on the future
status of the Territory, and noting the resultssatcessive surveys by local media,
according to which a majority of respondents did mash to sever ties with the
United Kingdom, the administering Power, and a mityo was in favour of
independence,

Recalling the dispatch of the United Nations special missionBermuda in
2005, at the request of the territorial Governmantl with the concurrence of the
administering Power, which provided informationttee people of the Territory on
the role of the United Nations in the process df-determination, on the legitimate
political status options as clearly defined in Getédssembly resolution 1541 (XV)
of 15 December 1960 and on the experiences of othmall States that have
achieved a full measure of self-government,

Cognizant of the potential usefulness of regional ties floe development of a
small island Territory and of Bermuda's associatemnmbership in the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,

1. Sresses the importance of the 2005 report of the Bermundebendence
Commission, which provides a thorough examinatidntle facts surrounding
independence, and continues to regret that thespfan public meetings and the
presentation of a Green Paper to the House of Abbefollowed by a White Paper
outlining the policy proposals for an independeertiBuda have so far not materialized;

2. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach effpdsnsistent with Article 7® of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon theviaié United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requdste

11 A/AC.109/2013/6.
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3. Welcomes the entry of Bermuda as an associate member oEtdmmomic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 012;

v
British Virgin Islands

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretarmatttee British
Virgin Islands? and other relevant information,

Noting the statement made by the representative of thitesBNirgin Islands at
the Caribbean regional seminar held in Quito fro&t@ 30 May 2013, that while
the Territory’s relationship with the administeringower was stable and not
problematic, it could be enhanced,

Aware of the negative impact of the global economic slown on the growth
of the financial and tourism services sectors &f Territory,

Cognizant of the potential usefulness of regional ties floe development of a
small island Territory and of the Territory’'s membkip in the Caribbean Overseas
Countries and Territories Council,

1. Recalls the 2007 Constitution of the British Virgin Islasi\dand stresses
the importance of continued discussions on consbial matters, to accord greater
responsibility to the territorial Government foretleffective implementation of the
Constitution and increased levels of educationtietato constitutional matters;

2. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public outreach efforts, consisteith Article 73b of the Charter,
and in that regard calls upon the relevant Uniteatidhs organizations to provide
assistance to the Territory, if requested,;

3.  Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in theowk of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chgan;

4. Recalls the holding, in 2012, of the meeting of the Intérgin Islands
Council between the Territory and the United Statggin Islands;

Y
Cayman Islands

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretarratiee Cayman
Islandg® and other relevant information,

Conscious of the statement made by the representative of tdreitorial
Government at the 2010 Pacific regional seminad eINouméa,

Aware of the work, in accordance with the 2009 Constitaf of the new
Constitutional Commission, which serves as an aatyisbody on constitutional
matters,

Acknowledging that, in spite of the global economic downturn amgmployment
issues, the financial services and stay-over towrimdustries of the Territory
reportedly grew in 2012, indicating a mild economécovery, and recognizing the
establishment of the Territory’s first special eoaric zone,

12 AJAC.109/2013/9.
13 AJAC.109/2013/8.
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Cognizant of the potential usefulness of regional ties floe development of a
small island Territory and of the Territory’'s membkip in the Caribbean Overseas
Countries and Territories Council,

1. Recalls the 2009 Constitution of the Cayman lIslands, atrésses the
importance of the work of the Constitutional Comsids, including its work on
human rights education;

2. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public awareness outreach effartgsistent with Article 73 of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon theviaié United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requdste

3.  Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in theowk of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chgan;

4. Also welcomes the efforts made by the territorial Government to
implement financial sector management policies, iwed and sports tourism
initiatives and unemployment alleviation programniesvarious economic sectors,
including through the establishment of special ewoit zones, economic
diversification, and job and investment opportussti

VI
Guam

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretariatGuant* and
other relevant information,

Noting the statement made by the representative of theeor of Guam at
the Caribbean regional seminar held in Quito froght@ 30 May 2013, presenting
an update on Guam'’s efforts towards decolonizatiod on the engagement of the
Guam Commission on Decolonization for the Implenagion and Exercise of
Chamorro Self-Determination in reinforcing publigvareness in order to address
the limited and distorted understanding of decatation, finding creative ways to
raise funds for the education programme and conmgethree task force position
papers so that they are easy for voters to commganmgrast and understand,

Cognizant of the efforts made by the Guam Commission on Dmwuaation to
populate the decolonization registry, as requirgdphblic law, and to enhance the
ability to expediently register those who have pet been registered,

Aware that, under United States law, the relations betwehe territorial
Government and the federal Government in all mattbat are not the programme
responsibility of another federal department or rage are under the general
administrative supervision of the Secretary of thrior'®

Recalling that, in a referendum held in 1987, the registeard eligible voters
of Guam endorsed a draft Guam Commonwealth Act thatld establish a new
framework for relations between the Territory ankde tadministering Power,
providing for a greater measure of internal selfxgmment for Guam and
recognition of the right of the Chamorro people®@fiam to self-determination for
the Territory,

14 AJAC.109/2013/13.
15 United States Congress, Organic Act of Guam, 185@mended.
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Recalling also the requests by the elected representatives anejavernmental
organizations of the Territory, including at the120Pacific regional seminar, that
Guam not be removed from the list of the Non-Setfiv&rning Territories with
which the Special Committee is concerned, pending delf-determination of the
Chamorro people and taking into account their iewate rights and interests,

Aware that negotiations between the administering Poemd the territorial
Government on the draft Guam Commonwealth Act enidleti997 and that Guam
has subsequently established a non-binding pldaeisgrocess for a self-
determination vote by the eligible Chamorro voters,

Cognizant of the importance of the administering Power couing to
implement its programme of transferring surpluseied land to the Government
of Guam,

Noting that the people of the Territory have called foarform in the
programme of the administering Power with respecthe thorough, unconditional
and expeditious transfer of land property to thegde of Guam,

Aware of the deep concern expressed by civil society aker parties
regarding the potential social, cultural, economid environmental impacts of the
planned transfer of additional military personnéltiee administering Power to the
Territory and that the public assessment for thgpsemental environmental impact
statement was completed in 2012,

Conscious that immigration into Guam has resulted in the igethous
Chamorros becoming a minority in their homeland,

1. Welcomes the convening of the Guam Commission on Decolaimnafor
the Implementation and Exercise of Chamorro Selfebmination and its work on a
self-determination vote, as well as its public eatien efforts;

2. Callsonce again upon the administering Power to take into consideration
the expressed will of the Chamorro people as sugpoby Guam voters in the
referendum of 1987 and as subsequently providedifioilGuam law regarding
Chamorro self-determination efforts, encourages ddeninistering Power and the
territorial Government to enter into negotiationsthe matter, and stresses the need
for continued close monitoring of the overall sitioa in the Territory;

3. Requests the administering Power, in cooperation with thegritorial
Government, to continue to transfer land to thgyiodl landowners of the Territory,
to continue to recognize and to respect the padaliticgghts and the cultural and
ethnic identity of the Chamorro people of Guam amdake all measures necessary
to address the concerns of the territorial Govenminveith regard to the question of
immigration;

4. Also requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by
facilitating public outreach efforts, including thugh the funding of the public
education campaign, consistent with Article @®f the Charter, and in that regard
calls upon the relevant United Nations organizadida provide assistance to the
Territory, if requested, and welcomes the recentreach work by the territorial
Government;

5. Further requests the administering Power to cooperate in estaltighi
programmes for the sustainable development of tkenemic activities and
enterprises of the Territory, noting the speciderof the Chamorro people in the
development of Guam;
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VIl
Montserrat

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretarraMontserraf®
and other relevant information,

Recalling the statement made by the Premier of Montserréhhe®2012 Pacific
regional seminar held in Quito that the currentatieinship with the administering
Power was one made by free choice and that thatdgrrshould be removed from
the list of the Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Recalling also the statements made by the members of the SpEciaimittee
present at the 2012 Pacific regional seminar ang ¢larification made by the
Secretariat regarding United Nations procedurethat regard,

Taking note of the communication addressed to the Chair of 8pecial
Committee by the opposition leader of Montserrapressing concern that the
Premier had no prior discussion with the legislatof Montserrat over the content
of his statement before requesting the Special Cateemto remove the Territory
from the list of the Non-Self-Governing Territorjes

Recalling the approval of a new Constitution in 2010 and therk of the
territorial Government to update the relevant paftshe legislation of the Territory
so that the Constitution could enter into force2in1,

Aware that Montserrat continues to receive budgetary didm the
administering Power for the operation of the temi&l Government,

Recalling the statements made by participants at the 201dfiPaegional
seminar encouraging the administering Power to cdnsufficient resources to
meet the special needs of the Territory,

Noting with concern the continuing consequences of the 1995 volcanic
eruption, which led to the evacuation of three ¢erm of the population of the
Territory to safe areas of the island and to areasside the Territory, which
continues to have enduring consequences for theany of the island,

Acknowledging the continuing assistance provided to the Teryitby States
members of the Caribbean Community, in particulartigua and Barbuda, which
has offered safe refuge and access to educatiamhlhealth facilities, as well as
employment for thousands who have left the Teryitor

Noting the continuing efforts of the administering Powaard the territorial
Government to deal with the consequences of thearot eruption,

Cognizant of the potential usefulness of regional ties floe development of a
small island Territory and of the Territory’'s membkip in the Caribbean Overseas
Countries and Territories Council,

1. Recalls the 2011 Constitution of Montserrat and the work the
territorial Government with respect to moving fomgdato consolidate the gains
provided for in the Constitution;

2.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public outreach efforts, consisterth Article 73b of the Charter,
and in that regard calls upon the relevant Uniteatibhs organizations to provide
assistance to the Territory, if requested;

16 AJAC.109/2013/4.
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3.  Welcomes the Territory’s participation in the 2012 inaugtiom of the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States Assenitdysteps towards accession to
the economic union treaty of the Organization ottean Caribbean States and its
active participation in the work of the Economicr@mission for Latin America and
the Caribbean;

4. Calls upon the administering Power, the specialized agenaies other
organizations of the United Nations system, as wa$l regional and other
organizations, to continue to provide assistanceht Territory in alleviating the
consequences of the volcanic eruption;

VIl
Pitcairn

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretanaPicairrt’ and
other relevant information,

Taking into account the unique character of Pitcairn in terms of pofiola
area and access,

Aware that the administering Power and the territoriabv@rnment have
implemented a new governance structure to stremgdgministrative capacity in
the Territory, based on consultations with the gdeopf the Territory, and that
Pitcairn continues to receive budgetary aid from #dministering Power for the
operation of the territorial Government,

Recalling that the administering Power and the Pitcairn Gomeent are
currently working on a five-year strategic develagmplan for the island,

1. Welcomes all efforts by the administering Power and theriterial
Government that would further devolve operatioredponsibilities to the Territory,
with a view to gradually expanding self-governmeingluding through training of
local personnel;

2. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public outreach efforts, consisteith Article 73b of the Charter,
and in that regard calls upon the relevant Uniteatidhs organizations to provide
assistance to the Territory, if requested,;

3. Also requests the administering Power to continue its assistafarethe
improvement of the economic, social, educational etmer conditions of the population
of the Territory and to continue its discussionghamhe territorial Government on
how best to support socioeconomic and environmesgalrity in Pitcairn;

4. Welcomes the work carried out on the preparation of a fixear strategic
development plan for the island;
IX
Saint Helena

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the SecretanaSaint Helen#
and other relevant information,

17 AJAC.109/2013/3.
18 AJAC.109/2013/7.
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Recalling the statement made by the representative of Sdalena at the
Caribbean regional seminar held in Frigate BaynSHKitts and Nevis, from 12 to
14 May 2009,

Taking into account the unique character of Saint Helena in terms tef i
population, geography and natural resources,

Noting the fact that, in January 2013, following a reswno passed in
September 2012 by the Legislative Council to unalegt minor adjustments to the
2009 Constitution of Saint Helena in order to paevimprovements to section 36,
Election of elected members of Executive Counaild &ection 69, Public Accounts
Committee, a public consultation process was laedch

Aware of the proclamation dissolving the Legislative @ail on 19 April 2013
and that a general election was held in July 2013,

Cognizant that Saint Helena continues to receive budgetddy faoom the
administering Power for the operation of the temi&l Government,

Aware of the efforts of the administering Power and theitorial Government to
improve the socioeconomic conditions of the pogdatabf Saint Helena, in particular
in the areas of employment and transport and conications infrastructure,

Noting the efforts of the Territory to address Saint Hkls demands on its
labour market over the next 10 years, includingtigh the Labour Market Strategy
for the period 2012-2014, the Sustainable EcononDevelopment Plan
2012/13-2021/22 and the new National Strategy lierDevelopment of Statistics,

Noting also the importance of improving the infrastructure autessibility of
Saint Helena and, in that regard, the approvalh&f administering Power of the
building of an airport on the island of Saint Heden

1. Sresses the importance of the Territory’s 2009 Constitati@and takes note
of proposals to promote the further developmerdarhocratic and good governance;

2.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public outreach efforts, consisterth Article 73b of the Charter,
and in that regard calls upon the relevant Uniteatibhs organizations to provide
assistance to the Territory, if requested,;

3. Requests the administering Power and relevant international
organizations to continue to support the effortstioé territorial Government to
address the Territory’s socioeconomic developmdiatlenges;

4. Calls upon the administering Power to take into account theque
geographical character of Saint Helena while reisghany emerging issues related
to the construction of the airport;

X

Turks and Caicos I slands

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretanmathe Turks and
Caicos IslandS and other relevant information,

Recalling the statement made by the representative of thi&ksTand Caicos
Islands at the 2009 Caribbean regional seminar helérigate Bay, Saint Kitts and
Nevis,

19 AJAC.109/2013/12.
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Recalling also the dispatch of the United Nations special misdi@onhe Turks
and Caicos Islands in 2006 at the request of thétdeial Government and with the
concurrence of the administering Power,

Aware of the 2002 report of the Constitutional Moderriaa Review Body,
and acknowledging the 2006 Constitution of the Budnd Caicos Islands agreed
upon between the administering Power and the tetat Government,

Noting the decision of the administering Power to susppads of the 2006
Constitution, the subsequent presentation of a tdmadnstitution for public
consultation in 2011 and the introduction of a newwnstitution for the Territory, as
well as the election of a new territorial GovernmanNovember 2012,

Acknowledging the impact that the global economic slowdown artep
relevant developments have had on tourism andeéletal estate development, the
mainstays of the economy of the Territory,

1. Notes with grave concern the ongoing situation in the Turks and Caicos
Islands, and notes the efforts of the administeriRgwer to restore good
governance, including through the introduction @12 of a new constitution and
the holding of elections in November 2012, and gbéinancial management in the
Territory;

2.  Notes the positions and repeated calls of the Caribb@ammunity and
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries in support afdemocratically elected
territorial Government;

3. Also notes the extensive public consultations undertaken He t
Constitutional and Electoral Reform Adviser and tleentinuing debate on
constitutional and electoral reform within the Titory, and stresses the importance
of participation by all groups and interested pestin the consultation process;

4. Sresses the importance of having in place in the Territ@\constitution
that reflects the aspirations and wishes of theppeof the Territory, based on the
mechanisms for popular consultation;

5.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territoryfégilitating its
work concerning public outreach efforts, consisteith Article 73b of the Charter,
and in that regard calls upon the relevant Uniteatidhs organizations to provide
assistance to the Territory, if requested,;

6. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in theowk of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chgan;

7. Also welcomes the continuing efforts made by the territorial @orment
addressing the need for attention to be paid toethkancement of socioeconomic
development across the Territory;

X1
United States Virgin Islands

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariattlee United
States Virgin Islandd and other relevant information,

20 A/AC.109/2013/10.
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Aware that under United States law the relations betwélea territorial
Government and the federal Government in all mattaot the programme
responsibility of another federal department or ragye are under the general
administrative supervision of the Secretary of thierior*

Aware also of the fifth attempt of the Territory to reviewdhexisting Revised
Organic Act, which organizes its internal governaraarangements, as well as its
requests to the administering Power and the Unlitatlons system for assistance to
its public education programme,

Cognizant that a draft constitution was proposed in 2009 anthsequently
forwarded to the administering Power, which in 20Quested the Territory to
consider its objections to the draft constitution,

Cognizant also that the Fifth Revision Convention, established @onvened
in 2012, was mandated to ratify and approve thalfievised draft constitution,

Noting the holding of elections in the Territory in Novber 2012,

Aware of the closing of the Hovensa plant, and noting ¢batinuing negative
impact on manufacturing and on the labour situatiothe Territory,

Cognizant of the potential usefulness of regional ties foe development of a
small island Territory,

1. Welcomes the proposal of a draft constitution emanating nfrahe
Territory in 2009, as a result of the work of thaiteéd States Virgin Islands Fifth
Constitutional Convention, for review by the adnsit@iring Power, and requests the
administering Power to assist the territorial Gowaent in achieving its political,
economic and social goals, in particular the susfitdsconclusion of the ongoing
internal Constitutional Convention exercise;

2.  Requests the administering Power to facilitate the procmsapproval of
the proposed territorial constitution in the UniteStates Congress and its
implementation, once agreed upon in the Territory;

3. Also requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by
facilitating its work concerning a public educatigrogramme, consistent with
Article 73 b of the Charter, and in that regard, calls upon thkevant United
Nations organizations to provide assistance toTdreitory, if requested;

4. Expresses its concern regarding the continuing negative impact of the
Hovensa plant closure;

5. Reiterates its call for the inclusion of the Territory in regional
programmes of the United Nations Development Progng, consistent with the
participation of other Non-Self-Governing Territesi

6. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in theowk of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Chghn;

7. Recalls the holding, in 2012, of the meeting of the Intérgin Islands
Council between the Territory and the British Vingslands.

65th plenary meeting
11 December 2013

21 United States Congress, Revised Organic Act, 1954.
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