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68/224. Follow-up to the Fourth United Nations Conference
on the Least Developed Countries

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Istanbul Declaratidrand the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-262@lopted at the Fourth United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countrresendorsed by the General
Assembly in resolutio55/2800f 17 June 2011, in which the Assembly called upon
all the relevant stakeholders to commit to impletneg the Istanbul Programme of
Action,

Reaffirming the overarching goal of the Istanbul ProgrammeAgation of
overcoming the structural challenges faced by #wst developed countries in order
to eradicate poverty, achieve internationally adreevelopment goals and enable
graduation from the least developed country catggor

Recalling its resolution$7/220and67/2210of 21 December 2012,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/46 2&f July
2013 on the Programme of Action for the Least Depeld Countries for the Decade
2011-2020,

Recalling further the outcome document of the special event to follap
efforts made towards achieving the Millennium Demhent Goals,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions9/209 of 20 December 2004 and
65/286 of 29 June 2011 on the importance of a smoothsitem for countries
graduating from the list of least developed cowedriand reaffirming the aim of
enabling half the least developed countries to nieetcriteria for graduation by 2020,

! Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey,
9-13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7), chap. I.

2 |bid., chap. II.
3 Resolution 68/6.
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Taking note of the ministerial declaration adopted at the Mtarial Meeting of
the Least Developed Countries, held in New York2@nSeptember 2013,

Taking note also of the report of the Office of the High Represeiva for the
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developingui@des and Small Island
Developing States on the state of the least dewslamuntries 2013,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on thelémgntation
of the Programme of Action for the Least Develop@duntries for the Decade
2011-202G and on a technology bank and science, technology imnovation
supporting mechanism dedicated to the least deeel@puntrie$;

2. Expresses serious concern that, after a decade of welcomed steady
economic growth, the least developed countriesfacéeng significant challenges in
sustaining their economic growth and that their recraies are estimated to have
grown by 3.3 per cent in 2012, which is consideya¢low the target of 7 per cent
per annum set out in the Programme of Action fag tieast Developed Countries
for the Decade 2011-2020;

3. Expresses concern that the ongoing impact of the economic and finahc
crisis demonstrates the need for the deploymentappropriate regional and
international in a timely and targeted manner tonptement the efforts of the least
developed countries aimed at building resilience¢hia face of economic shocks and
mitigating their effects;

4. Expresses its concern that all countries, particularly the least deveddp
countries, are vulnerable to the adverse impactsliofate change and are already
experiencing increased impacts, including persistinought and extreme weather
events, sea-level rise, coastal erosion, glaci&le lmutburst floods and ocean
acidification, which further threaten food securdapnd efforts to eradicate poverty
and achieve sustainable development;

5. Underscores that the ownership, leadership and primary resjtility
for development in the least developed countriegsravith themselves, and also
underscores that good governance, inclusiveness tamusparency, as well as
domestic resource mobilization, are central to deeelopment process of the least
developed countries and that these efforts nedaetgiven concrete and substantial
international support in a spirit of shared respbitisy and mutual accountability
through renewed and strengthened global partnership

6. Calls upon the least developed countries, their developmantngrs, the
United Nations system and all other actors to fidlhyd effectively implement in a
coordinated, coherent and expeditious manner thmntioments made in the
Istanbul Programme of Action in its eight prioritgreas, namely, productive
capacity; agriculture, food security and rural depenent; trade; commodities;
human and social development; multiple crises amidero emerging challenges;
mobilizing financial resources for development acapacity-building; and good
governance at all levels, and in this regard cafien the development partners and
invites all organizations of the United Nations t®§yms and other multilateral
organizations, including the Bretton Woods insiibns and international and
regional financial institutions, to provide, in aedance with their respective

4 AIC.2/68/3, annex.
5 A/68/88-E/2013/81 and Corr.1.
5 A/68/217.
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mandates, enhanced, predictable and targeted subv&taand technical support to
the least developed countries;

7. Calls upon the least developed countries and their develogrpariners
to ensure enhanced focus on policies and meanddoeas productive capacity-
building, and in this respect encourages them tee giriority to expanding the
access of women, youth and the poor to factorsroflpction such as employability
skills, finance, technology and land;

8.  Sresses that the least developed countries should recaigpecial focus
throughout the United Nations Decade of Sustaindiergy for All (2014-2024),
with a view to ensuring the realization of the alijee of ensuring access to energy
for all by 2030, as well as other energy goals aadjets set out in the Istanbul
Programme of Action, and requests that, in the &acy-General’s coordination of
the Decade, within existing resources, the leasetbped countries should receive
such special focus throughout, with a view to eimsythe successful realization of
the Decade;

9. Invites the organizations of the United Nations systent tieve not yet
done so to designate specific focal points or omgaional units within their
secretariat structures, with a view to ensuring sistent coordination and
monitoring of the implementation of the IstanbuloBramme of Action at the
agency level,

10. Calls upon the developing countries, guided by the spiritsofidarity
and consistent with their capabilities, to provideipport for the effective
implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Actionmutually agreed areas of
cooperation within the framework of South-South pemation, which is a
complement to but not a substitute for North-Socdbperation;

11. Invites the private sector, civil society and foundatidoscontribute to
the implementation of the Istanbul Programme ofiéwtin their respective areas of
competence, in line with the national prioritiestbé least developed countries;

12. Expresses concern over the fall in official development assistancethe
least developed countries by 2 per cent in reams$ein 2011 and, according to
preliminary estimates of the Organization for Ecomo Cooperation and
Development, a further decline in net bilateralic#l development assistance of
12.8 per cent in 2012, while noting that officisdwklopment assistance continues to
be the largest source of external financing for tlexelopment of least developed
countries and plays an important role in their depeent, and that progress has
been made during the past decade in increasindlohe of official development
assistance to least developed countries, undertim@sthe fulfilment of all official
development assistance commitments is crucial,ugholg the commitments by
many developed countries to achieving the targe0.@fper cent of gross national
product for official development assistance to deping countries by 2015, as well
as the target of 0.15 per cent to 0.20 per cengrofs national income for official
development assistance to the least developed desntand urges developed
countries that have not yet done so to fulfil th@ommitments for official
development assistance to the least developed desrdt the earliest possible time;

13. Recalls the commitment, contained in the Istanbul PrograahAction,
that donor countries should review their officialevd#lopment assistance
commitments in 2015 and consider further enhandimg resources for the least
developed countries, and invites donor countrieshtare with the General Assembly
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the results of such reviews at the earliest possilshe as an input to the midterm
review of the Istanbul Programme of Action;

14. Expresses its serious concern at the fact that the share of expenditure for
the operational activities for development of theitdd Nations system in the least
developed countries is declining, takes note ofislens 2012/1 of 3 February 2012
and 2012/28 of 10 September 2012 of the ExecutivarB of the United Nations
Development Programme, in which the Executive Boaiterated the allocation to
least developed countries of a minimum of 60 pertcef its target for resource
assignment from the core (TRAC-1) resources, anités the governing bodies of
other organizations of the United Nations developtrsystem and other multilateral
organizations to prioritize allocations to leastvdlped countries, as appropriate
and in accordance with their respective mandates;

15. Welcomes steps to improve the effectiveness and qualityamf in the
least developed countries, and underlines the rieeénhancing the quality of aid
by strengthening national ownership, alignment, ni@mization, predictability,
mutual accountability and transparency and resufiesntation;

16. Sresses the need for the international community to remaigilant in
monitoring the debt situation of the least develpmuntries and to continue to
take effective measures, preferably within existirgmeworks, when applicable, to
address the debt problem of those countries, irnnmdhrough the cancellation of
the multilateral and bilateral debt owed by theske@eveloped countries to creditors,
both public and private;

17. Acknowledges that trade has an important role in ensuring th&tanable
economic development of the least developed coestand that the international
trade architecture should continue to be supportivand responsive to the special
needs and priorities of the least developed coastfri

18. Reaffirms the commitments made at the Fourth Ministerial f2oance of
the World Trade Organizationrelating to the least developed countries, and
encourages developed countries, and developingtdesrdeclaring themselves in a
position to do so, to take steps towards the go&lr@alizing the timely
implementation of duty-free and quota-free marketess on a lasting basis for all
least developed countries, consistent with the Hngg Ministerial Declaration;

19. Underlines the need to ensure the mutual accountability of tbast
developed countries and their development partfmrslelivering the commitments
undertaken within the framework of the Istanbul gila@mme of Action, and requests
the Secretary-General to report on the follow-upptragraph 145 of the Istanbul
Programme of Action regarding the steps taken sues mutual accountability;

20. Also underlines the need for giving particular attention to theuss and
concerns of the least developed countries in aljombnited Nations conferences
and processes;

21. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to include the issues of
concern to the least developed countries in aléveht reports in the economic,
social, environmental and related fields in ordersupport the implementation of
the goals set out in the Istanbul Programme of dcti

" See A/C.2/56/7, annex.
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22. Expresses its concern that, although the least developed countries have
made some progress in social and human developmmeaty of the goals and
targets of the Millennium Development Goals have §e be achieved, and calls
upon the international community to give speciaiofty to the least developed
countries in order to accelerate the progress itairahg the Millennium
Development Goals in the least developed countrie2015;

23. Reaffirms the commitment made by the international commuiitythe
outcome document of the United Nations ConferenceSastainable Development,
entitled “The future we want® to assist the least developed countries in thiéores
to achieve sustainable development, and also readfihe agreement to effectively
implement the Istanbul Programme of Action andubbyfintegrate its priority areas
into the framework for action contained in the cutee document, the broader
implementation of which will contribute to the oweching goal of the Istanbul
Programme of Action of enabling half of the leasvdloped countries to meet the
criteria for graduation by 2020;

24. Decides that the special needs and development prioritikshe least
developed countries, including the eight prioritgas of the Istanbul Programme of
Action, such as productive capacity-building, inditng through rapid development
of infrastructure and energy, should be given appeie consideration in the
processes devoted to the elaboration of the pos&2i2velopment agenda;

25. Notes with appreciation the offer of Turkey to host a technology bank
and science, technology and innovation supportirgmanism dedicated to the least
developed countries under the auspices of the dritations and in this regard:

(8) Requests the Secretary-General, on the basiolitary contributions,
to constitute a high-level panel of experts drawnf the least developed countries
and their development partners, the United Natieystem and other relevant
stakeholders to carry out a feasibility study, wilkcretariat support provided,
within existing resources, by the Office of the HidRepresentative for the Least
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Cousstriand Small Island
Developing States, in order to examine its scopmcfions, institutional linkage
with the United Nations and organizational aspeictsluding by:

(i) Assessing the ability of a technology bankptmmote scientific research
and innovation and facilitate the diffusion andniséer of technologies to the
least developed countries, on voluntary and muyuabreed terms and
conditions, and with necessary protections forllat#ual property;

(i) Considering the current international institnal landscape, synergies
and options for cooperation with relevant internatl technology initiatives,
stakeholders and organizations, both within andsiolet the United Nations
system, and the need to avoid duplication of e#fort

(i) Examining and outlining potential functionsactivities, working
methods, governance mechanisms, staffing arrangesmand costs for a
technology bank and science, technology and inriomatsupporting
mechanism, including possible regional centres he tleast developed
countries;

8 Resolution 66/288, annex.
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(iv) Examining options for facilitating the necesg voluntary financial
support to a technology bank for its establishmemd effective and sustained
functioning;

(b) Also requests the Secretary-General to transrh# teport and the
recommendations of the high-level panel of expéostshe General Assembly at its
sixty-ninth session for its consideration, with dew to operationalizing a
technology bank during its seventieth sessionpifecommended by the panel;

26. Also notes with appreciation that several least developed countries have
expressed their intention to reach the status atlgation by 2020, invites them to
start the preparations for their graduation andgition strategy, and requests all
relevant organizations of the United Nations systéed by the Office of the High
Representative, to extend necessary support inrélgiard, in a coordinated manner;

27. Recognizes that the activities relating to the least develdpmuntries
carried out within the Secretariat need to be fertboordinated and consolidated in
order to ensure effective monitoring and follow-ap the Istanbul Programme of
Action, led by the Office of the High Representativand to provide well-
coordinated support to realizing the goal of enadplhalf of the least developed
countries to meet the criteria for graduation b @0

28. Notes the work of the Inter-Agency Consultative Groupr féteast
developed countries led by the Office of the HiglkepResentative, reiterates its
invitation to the Secretary-General to approprigtéhtegrate it within the
framework of the High-level Committee on Programnufsthe United Nations
System Chief Executives Board for Coordination,asothe steps taken by the Chief
Executives Board and the High-level Committee ipmarting coordination and
follow-up of the implementation of the Istanbul Bramme of Action on a system-
wide basis, also reiterates its invitation to theci®tary-General, in his capacity as
Chair of the Chief Executives Board, to include lempentation of the Istanbul
Programme of Action in the agenda of the Board, aaduests the Secretary-
General to report on further progress made in tagard;

29. Notes with appreciation that the Office of the High Representative and
the United Nations Development Group have issueérafgonal guidelines for
United Nations country teams operating in the ledsteloped countries to follow
up on the Istanbul Programme of Action at the couréevel, and requests the
United Nations development system to ensure ongaiogitoring and reporting on
the implementation of the guidelines;

30. Srongly encourages Governments, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, major groups and otluerors to contribute in a timely
manner to the Trust Fund in Support of Activitiesdértaken by the Office of the
High Representative for the Least Developed CoesfriLandlocked Developing
Countries and Small Island Developing States topsup the implementation,
follow-up and monitoring of the Istanbul ProgramuifeAction and the participation
of the representatives from the least developedntas in the annual review
meeting on the implementation of the Istanbul Pamgme of Action by the
Economic and Social Council as well as in otheevant forums, and in this regard
expresses its appreciation to those countrieshihgé made voluntary contributions
to the Trust Fund;

31. Welcomes the offer of the Government of Benin to host a isterial
conference on new partnerships for productive capdmilding in the least
developed countries during the first half of 20a4d looks forward to its successful
outcome;
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32. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
sixty-ninth session a progress report on the im@etation of the Programme of
Action for the Least Developed Countries for thecB@de 2011-2020 and on the
implementation of the present resolution.

71st plenary meeting
20 December 2013
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