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68/220. Science, technology and innovation for development

The General Assemhly

Recallingits resolutionss8/2000f 23 December 200%9/2200f 22 December
2004, 60/205 of 22 December 200561/207 of 20 December 200662/201 of
19 December 20064/2120f 21 December 2009 aréb/2110f 22 December 2011,

Taking noteof Economic and Social Council resolutions 200661628 July
2006, 2009/8 of 24 July 2009, 2010/3 of 19 July @02011/17 of 26 July 2011 and
2012/6 of 24 July 2012,

Recallingthe 2005 World Summit Outconte,
Recalling alsathe outcomes of the World Summit on the Informat®ociety?

Recalling furtherthe outcome document of the United Nations Confeeeon
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future wentVa

Recognizingthe importance of technology as one of the key mseaf
implementation in the pursuit of sustainable depetent, along with finance,
capacity-building and trade,

Taking noteof the reports of the Commission on Science anchmelogy for
Development on its fourteenth, fifteenth and sixtesession$,

Recallingits resolution®$4/2080f 21 December 2009 arib/2800f 17 June 2011,

Recalling alsothe agreed conclusions of the Commission on thetuSt of
Women on access and participation of women ands girleducation, training and
science and technology, adopted at its fifty-fifessior,

! Resolution 60/1.
2 See A/C.2/59/3 and A/60/687.
3 Resolution 66/288, annex.

4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Coyri11, Supplement No. {&/2011/31); ibid.2012,
Supplement No. 1and corrigendum (E/2012/31 and Corr.1); and ib2013, Supplement No. Jdnd E ]
corrigendum (E/2013/31 and Corr.1). N

® Ibid., 2011, Supplement No(#/2011/27), chap. I, sect. A.
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Recognizingthe vital role that science, technology and inntéwg including
environmentally sound technologies, can play in edlegment and in facilitating
efforts to address global challenges, such as &ffty eradicate poverty, achieve
food security, enhance access to energy and inereasrgy efficiency, fight diseases,
improve education, protect the environment, acegterthe pace of economic
diversification and transformation, improve produity and competitiveness and
ultimately support sustainable development,

Recognizing alsathat science, technology and innovation cooperatamd
collaboration with, as well as foreign direct int@gnt in and trade with and
among, developing countries is fundamental to eshantheir ability to produce,
access, comprehend, select, adapt and use sci¢ackenology and innovation
knowledge,

Concerned that many developing countries lack affordable essc to
information and communications technologies and fba the majority of the poor
the promise of science, technology and innovati@mains unfulfilled, and
emphasizing the need to effectively harness teampoto bridge the digital divide,

Recognizinghat international support can help developingrtoes to benefit
from technological advances and enhance their prtvde capacity to build, support
and nurture innovation capacity to enable the dayelent, adoption and
dissemination of technology,

Recognizing alsdhe importance of the creation of a conducive emvinent
that attracts and supports private investment,epmémeurship and corporate social
responsibility, including an efficient and effeatiintellectual property framework,

Reaffirming the need to enhance the science, technology andvation
programmes of the relevant entities of the Uniteatibihs system,

Noting with appreciationthe collaboration between the Commission on
Science and Technology for Development and the adhiNations Conference on
Trade and Development in establishing a networkcefitres of excellence in
science, technology and innovation for developimgirdries and in designing and
carrying out science, technology and innovationigoteviews,

Noting the ongoing efforts by the World Intellectual Peoty Organization,
under its existing mandate, to establish technolagg innovation support centres in
over 65 countries, providing access to technoldgioéormation through patent
databases and access to scientific literature tifrothe Access to Research for
Development and Innovation project,

Cognizantof the establishment of the inter-agency coopermatmetwork on
biotechnology, UN-Biotech, in 2004,

Taking noteof the reports of the Secretary-Genetal,

Encouraging the development of initiatives to promote privatector
engagement in technology transfer, on mutually edrerms, and technological and
scientific cooperation,

1. Reaffirms its commitment

(a) To strengthen and enhance existing mechanismsaedpport initiatives
for research and development, including throughumtdry partnerships between the

6 A/66/208 and A/68/227.
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public and private sectors, to address the spewalds of developing countries in
the areas of health, agriculture, conservationtainable use of natural resources
and environmental management, energy, forestrytheadmpact of climate change;

(b) To promote and facilitate, as appropriate, acaessand development,
transfer and diffusion of, technologies, includingnvironmentally sound
technologies and the corresponding know-how, toetteping countries, and in this
regard takes note of paragraph 273 of the outcoamment of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, entitlede“Tiiture we want® in which
relevant United Nations agencies were requestaddotify options for a facilitation
mechanism that promotes the development, transidrdissemination of clean and
environmentally sound technologies by, inter atiasessing the technology needs of
developing countries, options to address those si@ed capacity-building, on the
basis of which the Secretary-General, taking intocoant existing models,
submitted to the General Assembly at its sixty-sgkesession a report on options
for a facilitation mechanism that promotes the depeent, transfer and
dissemination of clean and environmentally sounthimelogies’ also takes note of
the decision to hold a series of workshops on,riratiéa, the technology needs of
developing countries, options to address those sieedtluding capacity-building,
and a technology facilitation mechanism, takingoimtccount existing mechanisms
and the need to avoid duplication and promote syiesrand coherence, as well as
for the Secretary-General to report at its sixtghgh session on the discussions,
options and recommendations arising from the wooksh including on the way
forward, as well as on additional input from Memli&tates and the United Nations
system, and further takes note of the report of Skeeretary-General on options for
facilitating the development, transfer and disseation of clean and environmentally
sound technologies, submitted to the Assemblysasiitty-eighth sessiof;

(c) To assist developing countries in their efforts gromote and develop
national strategies for human resources in scieieehnology and innovation
through, inter alia, education, basic science andireering, which are primary
drivers of national capacity-building for developmig

(d To the actions agreed upon by the least developedntries and
development partners on science, technology andvation, as outlined in
paragraphs 52 and 53 of the Programme of ActiortHierLeast Developed Countries
for the Decade 2011-2020, adopted at the FourthiednNations Conference on the
Least Developed Countriés;

(e) To promote and support greater efforts to develepewable sources of
energy, including appropriate technology;

(f) To implement policies at the national and intéimaal levels to attract
both public and private investment, domestic anceifgn, including through public
and private partnerships, that enhances knowletigesfers technology on mutually
agreed terms and raises productivity;

(90 To support the efforts of developing countrieqydividually and
collectively, to harness new agricultural technaésy in order to increase
agricultural productivity through environmentallystainable means;

" A/67/348.
8 A/68/310.

° Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference lua Lteast Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey,
9-13 May 2011A/CONF.219/7), chap. Il.
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(h) To encourage the engagement of the private sdot@upport, through
voluntary partnerships, including the transfer e€hinology and related know-how,
developing countries, on mutually agreed termspulgh mechanisms such as the
Climate Technology Centre and Network of the Unitéthtions Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the climate innovati@ntres of the World Bank
infoDev programme and the Re:Search and GREEN pmgres of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, and in this aedj emphasizes the importance of
applying best practices in coordination and shardfigessons learned within and
between partners to avoid duplication and increageact;

(i) To support better coordination and coherenceluthiog the application
of best practices in coordination and the sharihdessons learned among United
Nations agencies and international organizatiorevigling technical assistance and
capacity-building in the field of science, techngjyo and innovation directed
towards development priorities and needs;

2. Reaffirmsthe central role of Governments, with active cdnitions from
stakeholders from the public and private sectorsjil csociety and research
institutions, in creating and supporting an enadplenvironment for innovation and
entrepreneurship and the advancement of sciencéntdogy and engineering, in
accordance with national priorities;

3. Recognizeghe current role of the United Nations Conferemece Trade
and Development and other relevant United Natiogsnaies, as well as other
relevant organizations, in helping Governments, rup@quest, to ensure that
science, technology and innovation policies aregnated into and are supportive of
national development strategies and sustainableldpwment in their countries and
that their science, technology and innovation geBcand programmes support
national development agendas;

4. Also recognizesthat science, technology and innovation, including
information and communications technologies, aralvior the achievement of the
internationally agreed development goals, includthg Millennium Development
Goals, and for the full participation of developioguntries in the global economy;

5. Affirms that science, technology and innovation are essleenablers
and drivers for the achievement of the MillenniuneM@lopment Goals and the
promotion of the economic, social and environmerdainponents of sustainable
development and should be given due consideratiorthie elaboration of the
post-2015 development agenda,;

6. Recognizeghat full and equal access to and participationsaience,
technology and innovation for women of all agesnigerative for achieving gender
equality and the empowerment of women, and undeslithat addressing barriers to
equal access for women and girls to science, telolgyoand innovation requires a
systematic, comprehensive, integrated, sustainabhapltidisciplinary and
multisectoral approach, and in this regard urgesvéBoments to mainstream a
gender perspective in legislation, policies andgoamnmes;

7. Notesthe importance of facilitating access to and shgraccessible and
assistive technologies, through the transfer ohtetogy on mutually agreed terms
and other actions, to advance disability-inclusderelopment, ensure accessibility
for persons with disabilities and promote their ewerment, recognizing that
persons with disabilities make up an estimated ébgent of the world’s
population;
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8. Requestzhe Commission on Science and Technology for Dewelent
to provide a forum within which to continue to asdsthe Economic and Social
Council as the focal point in the system-wide feltlop to the outcomes of the
World Summit on the Information Sociétyand to address within its mandate, in
accordance with Council resolution 2006/46, the csple needs of developing
countries in areas such as agriculture, rural dgwelent, information and
communications technologies and environmental mansant;

9. Encouragesthe United Nations Conference on Trade and Develq,

in collaboration with relevant partners, such as tWorld Intellectual Property
Organization, the International Telecommunicatiomidh, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatiomnda the United Nations
University, to continue to undertake science, tedbgy and innovation policy
reviews, with a view to assisting developing coiggrand countries with economies
in transition in identifying the measures that areeded to integrate science,
technology and innovation policies into their naté development strategies;

10. EncouragesGovernments to strengthen and foster investmemnésearch
and development for environmentally sound techni@sgand to promote the
involvement of the business and financial sectarsthe development of those
technologies, and invites the international comnyto support those efforts;

11. Encouragesefforts to increase the availability of data topport the
measurement of national innovation systems (sucthasxisting global innovation
indices) and empirical research on innovation andvedlopment to assist
policymakers in designing and implementing innowatstrategies;

12. Also encouragesxisting arrangements and the further promotion of
regional, subregional and interregional joint resbaand development projects,
where feasible, by mobilizing existing scientifimdh research and development
resources and by networking sophisticated scientifaciliies and research
equipment;

13. Emphasizesthat science, technology and innovation are ailtién
meeting development goals, including sustainableettppment objectives, and that
many developing countries are facing serious chaks in building their national
science, technology and innovation base;

14. Encouragesscientific organizations and research institutiotisaling
with science, technology and innovation to devedymamic strategic alliances with
Governments, the public and private sectors, umsities, laboratories and civil
society to further expand their fellowship and miag programmes, including
through North-South, South-South and triangularperation;

15. Calls uponMember States and the United Nations developmegstesn,
and encourages other stakeholders, as approptéat®ntinue to initiate, implement
and support measures to improve the level of pipditon of scientists and
engineers from developing countries in internaticc@laborative research, science,
technology and innovation projects and to promaoteestments in order to enhance
public knowledge and to achieve sustainable devakq;

16. Also calls uponMember States and the United Nations development
system, and encourages other stakeholders, as @jpge to continue to strengthen
their support for the different science, technoland innovation partnerships with
developing countries in primary, secondary and highkeducation, vocational
education and continuing education, business oppdies for the private sector,
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science, technology and innovation infrastructured ascience, technology and
innovation advice for developing countries;

17. Encourageghe international community to continue to faciti, in view
of the differences in levels of development betweeanntries, an adequate diffusion
of scientific and technical knowledge and transéér access to and acquisition of
technology for developing countries, under fainsparent and mutually agreed
terms, in a manner conducive to social and econowetfare for the benefit of
society;

18. Reiterates its call forcontinued collaboration between United Nations
entities and other international organizations,ilcsociety and the private sector in
implementing the outcomes of the World Summit oa thformation Society, with a
view to putting the potential of information andnemunications technologies at the
service of development through policy research loa digital divide and on new
challenges of the information society, as well aghnical assistance activities,
involving multi-stakeholder partnerships;

19. Requestghe Secretary-General to submit to the GenerakeAdsy at its
seventieth session a report on the implementatibrihe present resolution and
recommendations for future follow-up, including $ess learned in integrating
science, technology and innovation policies inttior@al development strategies.

71st plenary meeting
20 December 2013

6/6



