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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2013

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/68/450)]

68/141. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissiofier
Refugees on the activities of his Officand noting that it includes the first decennial
strategic review pursuant to General Assembly ngsmt 58/153 of 22 December
2003, and the report of the Executive Committeeth@® Programme of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on the wafrks sixty-fourth sessidnand
the decisions contained therein,

Recalling its previous annual resolutions on the work of @ffice of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees siiitse establishment by the
General Assembly,

Expressing its appreciation for the leadership shown by the High
Commissioner,

Commending the staff and implementing partners of the Officiethe High
Commissioner for the competent, courageous andcdésll manner in which they
discharge their responsibilities,

Underlining its strong condemnation of all forms of violence to which
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and datmt personnel are
increasingly exposed,

1. Welcomes the important work undertaken by the Office of tbaited
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and its Exiee Committee in the
course of the year, which is aimed at strengthenimg international protection
regime and at assisting Governments in meeting fr@itection responsibilities;
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2. Endorsesthe report of the Executive Committee of the Peogme of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees om thork of its sixty-fourth
sessiorf,

3. Welcomes the resumption by the Executive Committee of tihacfice of
adopting conclusions, and notes with appreciatisradoption of the conclusion on
civil registration;

4. Appreciates the high-level segment of the sixty-fourth plenagssion of
the Executive Committee, welcomes the statemenptedbon 1 October 2013 by
States members of the Executive Committee, ands aglon all States to urgently
provide assistance, as identified in the statemi@ndrder to relieve pressure on host
communities;

5. Welcomes the ongoing implementation, and encourages further
implementation, of pledges made by States at thergovernmental ministerial
event held in 2011 to mark the sixtieth anniversafyhe 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refuge®and the fiftieth anniversary of the 1961 Conventan the
Reduction of Statelessne$s;

6. Reaffirms the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Re&s and the
1967 Protocol theretbas the foundation of the international refugee teetion
regime, recognizes the importance of their full aaffective application by States
parties and the values they embody, notes wittsfeatiion that 148 States are now
parties to one or both instruments, encouragese$Stadt parties to consider acceding
to those instruments and States parties with resenvs to give consideration to
withdrawing them, underlines, in particular, thepiontance of full respect for the
principle of non-refoulement, and recognizes thauaber of States not parties to the
international refugee instruments have shown a gmare approach to hosting
refugees;

7. Re-emphasizes that the protection of refugees is primarily the
responsibility of States, whose full and effectiveoperation, action and political
resolve are required to enable the Office of thgHiCommissioner to fulfil its
mandated functions, and strongly emphasizes, is tuntext, the importance of
active international solidarity and burden-sharing;

8. Welcomes pledges by States to accede to the statelesspnasermtions, the
1954 Convention relating to the Status of StateRassson%and the 1961 Convention
on the Reduction of Statelessness, as well as pketlyremove reservations to them,
also welcomes the recent increase in the numbacodssions to the two Conventions
and notes that 79 States are now parties to thd Tdmvention and 55 are parties to
the 1961 Convention, encourages States that haivdam® so to give consideration to
acceding to those instruments, notes the work efHigh Commissioner in regard to
identifying stateless persons, preventing and redyuctatelessness and protecting
stateless persons, and urges the Office of the iigimmissioner to continue to work
in this area in accordance with relevant Generalehsbly resolutions and Executive
Committee conclusions;

3 United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545.
* Ibid., vol. 989, No. 14458.

® Ibid., vol. 606, No. 8791.

® Ibid., vol. 360, No. 5158.
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9. Re-emphasizes that prevention and reduction of statelessness are
primarily the responsibility of States, in apprage cooperation with the
international community;

10. Also re-emphasizes that protection of and assistance to internally
displaced persons are primarily the responsibilby States, in appropriate
cooperation with the international community;

11. Notes the current activities of the Office of the Higho@missioner
related to protection of and assistance to intdyndisplaced persons, including in
the context of inter-agency arrangements in thieldfi emphasizes that such
activities should be consistent with relevant GaheAssembly resolutions and
should not undermine the refugee mandate of thdc®find the institution of
asylum, and encourages the High Commissioner tdimoa his dialogue with States
on the role of his Office in this regard;

12. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to continuspending
adequately to emergencies, in accordance with @adate and in cooperation with
States, notes the measures taken by the Officérémgthen its capacity to respond
to emergencies, and encourages the Office to putsusfforts to further strengthen
its emergency capacity and thereby ensure a mozdigtable, effective and timely
response to coordinated inter-agency efforts;

13. Also encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to work in
partnership and in full cooperation with relevanational authorities, United
Nations offices and agencies, international ancergwvernmental organizations,
regional organizations and non-governmental orgaions to contribute to the
continued development of humanitarian response aitipa at all levels, and recalls
the role of the Office as the leading entity of thkister for protection, camp
coordination and management and emergency shaltesmplex emergencies;

14. Further encourages the Office of the High Commissioner, among other
relevant United Nations and other relevant integyovnental organizations and
humanitarian and development actors, to continuavdok with the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secméh to enhance the coordination,
effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian resmwnand to contribute, in
consultation with States, as appropriate, to makiiugther progress towards
common humanitarian needs assessments, as statewmgaother important issues,
in General Assembly resolutiddi7/87 of 13 December 2012 on the strengthening of
the coordination of emergency humanitarian assttaof the United Nations;

15. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to engage imda
implement in full the objectives of the “Deliveriras one” initiative;

16. Notes with appreciation the measures taken and efficiencies gained in the
process of structural and management change tdorein the capacity of the Office
of the High Commissioner, and encourages the Officefocus on continuous
improvement in order to enable a more efficient pese to the needs of
beneficiaries, including identifying unmet needsidato ensure the effective and
transparent use of its resources;

17. Expresses deep concern about the increasing threats to the safety and
security of humanitarian aid workers and convoyd,an particular, the loss of life
of humanitarian personnel working in the most diffit and challenging conditions
in order to assist those in need;
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18. Emphasizes the need for States to ensure that perpetratoratiafcks
committed on their territory against humanitarisergonnel and United Nations and
associated personnel do not operate with impunity #hat the perpetrators of such
acts are promptly brought to justice as providedlp national laws and obligations
under international law;

19. Srongly condemns attacks on refugees, asylum seekers and internally
displaced persons and acts that pose a threattoghrsonal security and well-being,
and calls upon all States concerned and, whereicijpp, parties involved in an
armed conflict to take all measures necessary surnrespect for human rights and
international humanitarian law;

20. Deplores the refoulement and unlawful expulsion of refugees asylum
seekers, and calls upon all States concerned toarensespect for the relevant
principles of refugee protection and human rights;

21. Urges States to uphold the civilian and humanitarianreleter of refugee
camps and settlements, inter alia, through effectimeasures to prevent the
infiltration of armed elements, to identify and seate any such armed elements
from refugee populations, to settle refugees inusedocations and to afford to the
Office of the High Commissioner and, where appraf®j other humanitarian
organizations prompt, unhindered and safe accessytum seekers, refugees and
other persons of concern;

22. Notes with concern that asylum seekers, refugees and stateless person
are subject to arbitrary detention in some situadiovelcomes the increasing use of
alternatives to detention, and emphasizes the rieedtates to limit detention of
asylum seekers, refugees and stateless persohattahich is necessary;

23. Expresses concern at the large number of asylum seekers who have los
their lives at sea trying to reach safety, and emages international cooperation to
further strengthen search and rescue mechanisms;

24. Emphasizes that the international protection of refugees idyaamic and
action-oriented function that is at the core of thandate of the Office of the High
Commissioner and that it includes, in cooperatidthvtates and other partners, the
promotion and facilitation of the admission, redeptand treatment of refugees in
accordance with internationally agreed standardd #me ensuring of durable,
protection-oriented solutions, bearing in mind tparticular needs of vulnerable
groups and paying special attention to those wihcs#fic needs, and notes in this
context that the delivery of international protectiis a staff-intensive service that
requires adequate staff with the appropriate experespecially at the field level;

25. Affirms the importance of age, gender and diversity ma@&ashing in
analysing protection needs and ensuring the padatan of refugees and other
persons of concern to the Office of the High Consitdser, as appropriate, in the
planning and implementation of programmes of théid@fand State policies, also
affirms the importance of according priority to addsing discrimination, gender
inequality and the problem of sexual and genderebasgiolence, recognizing the
importance of addressing the protection needs ahem, children and persons with
disabilities in particular, and underlines the im@amce of continuing to work on
those issues;

26. Notes that the lack of civil registration and relatedcdmentation makes
persons vulnerable to statelessness and asso@adeelction risks, recognizes that
birth registration provides an official record otchild’s legal identity and is crucial
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to preventing and reducing statelessness, and wedsqledges by States to ensure
the birth registration of all children;

27. Srongly reaffirms the fundamental importance and the purely
humanitarian and non-political character of thedtion of the Office of the High
Commissioner of providing international protecticlm refugees and seeking
permanent solutions to refugee problems, and redhlat those solutions include
voluntary repatriation and, where appropriate aedsfble, local integration and
resettlement in a third country, while reaffirmintdpat voluntary repatriation,
supported, as necessary, by rehabilitation and ldpmeent assistance to facilitate
sustainable reintegration, remains the preferrddtizm;

28. Expresses concern about the particular difficulties faced by the koihs
of refugees in protracted situations, and emphasitlke need to redouble
international efforts and cooperation to find pieat and comprehensive approaches
to resolving their plight and to realize durabldutimns for them, consistent with
international law and relevant General Assemblyhations;

29. Recognizes the importance of achieving durable solutions &fugee
problems and, in particular, the need to addresthis process the root causes of
refugee movements;

30. Recalls the important role of effective partnerships armabrdination in
meeting the needs of refugees and in finding d@eaddlutions to their situations,
welcomes the efforts under way, in cooperation vatluntries hosting refugees and
countries of origin, including their respective &ccommunities, relevant United
Nations agencies, international and intergovernmentrganizations, regional
organizations, as appropriate, non-governmentalamiations and development
actors, to promote a framework for durable solusioparticularly in protracted
refugee situations, which includes an approachustanable and timely return
that encompasses repatriation, reintegration, ridtation and reconstruction
activities, and encourages States, in cooperatidth welevant United Nations
agencies, international and intergovernmental oizpions, regional organizations,
non-governmental organizations and developmentractto support, inter alia,
through the allocation of funds, the implementatafrsuch a framework to facilitate
an effective transition from relief to development;

31. Recognizes that no solution to displacement can be durablesmit is
sustainable, and therefore encourages the Officde@High Commissioner to focus
on a solution-oriented approach that supports thetasnability of return and
reintegration;

32. Calls upon States to create opportunities for resettlement aturable
solution, recognizes the need to increase the nurabeesettlement places and the
number of countries with regular resettlement pamgmes and to improve the
integration of resettled refugees, calls upon Stat® ensure inclusive and non-
discriminatory policies in their resettlement pragmes, and notes that
resettlement is a strategic protection tool andioh for refugees;

33. Notes with appreciation the activities undertaken by States to strengthen
the regional initiatives that facilitate cooperativwolicies and approaches on
refugees, and encourages States to continue thiarte to address, in a
comprehensive manner, the needs of the people efuoire international protection
in their respective regions, including the suppgandvided for host communities that
receive large numbers of persons who require iréonal protection;
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34. Notes the importance of States and the Office of thetH@pmmissioner
discussing and clarifying the role of the Officenrixed migratory flows, in order to
better address protection needs in the contextigédnmigratory flows, bearing in
mind the particular needs of vulnerable groups,eeslly women, children and
persons with disabilities, including by safeguagliaccess to asylum for those in
need of international protection, and also noteg tteadiness of the High
Commissioner, consistent with his mandate, to asSimtes in fulfilling their
protection responsibilities in this regard;

35. Emphasizes the obligation of all States to accept the retwintheir
nationals, calls upon States to facilitate the metaf their nationals who have been
determined not to be in need of international pctitm, and affirms the need for the
return of persons to be undertaken in a safe andame manner and with full
respect for their human rights and dignity, irresjine of the status of the persons
concerned;

36. Expresses concern about the challenges associated with climate chang
and environmental degradation to the operationstlod Office of the High
Commissioner and the assistance it provides to emalnle populations of concern
across the globe, particularly in the least devetbpountries, and urges the Office
to continue to address such challenges in its wavithin its mandate, and in
consultation with national authorities and in cogdon with competent agencies in
its operations;

37. Urges all States and relevant non-governmental and othganizations,
in conjunction with the Office of the High Commisesier, in a spirit of international
solidarity and burden-sharing, to cooperate andmmbilize resources, including
through financial and in-kind assistance as wellda®ct aid to host countries,
refugee populations and communities hosting therth w view to enhancing the
capacity of and reducing the heavy burden bornecbyntries and communities
hosting refugees, in particular those that haveeiremd large numbers of refugees
and asylum seekers, and whose generosity is apiessi

38. Calls upon the Office of the High Commissioner to continueptiay its
catalytic role in mobilizing assistance from theéeimational community to address
the root causes as well as the economic, enviromahemd social impact of large-
scale refugee populations in developing countriesparticular the least developed
countries, and countries with economies in transitiand notes with appreciation
those donor States, organizations and individub&t tontribute to improving the
condition of refugees who remain vulnerable memhdrsociety;

39. Expresses deep concern about the existing and potential challenges posed
by the world financial and economic crisis to thaidties of the Office of the High
Commissioner, and calls upon the Office to furtleaplore ways and means to
broaden its donor base so as to achieve greatedebesharing by reinforcing
cooperation with governmental donors, non-governtaledonors and the private
sector;

40. Recognizes that adequate and timely resources are essentidhé Office
of the High Commissioner to continue to fulfil theandate conferred upon it
through its statuteand by subsequent General Assembly resolutionsefingees
and other persons of concern, recalls its resohstEB8/153 of 22 December 2003,

" Resolution 428 (V), annex.
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58/2700f 23 December 20039/1700f 20 December 20040/1290f 16 December
2005, 61/137 of 19 December 200662/124 of 18 December 200763/148 of
18 December 200864/127 of 18 December 20095/194 of 21 December 2010,
66/133 of 19 December 2011 an@7/149 of 20 December 2012 concerning, inter
alia, the implementation of paragraph 20 of thetwgt of the Office, and urges
Governments and other donors to respond promptlarioual and supplementary
appeals issued by the Office for requirements untdgprogrammes;

41. Requests the High Commissioner to report on his annual\agés to the
General Assembly at its sixty-ninth session.

70th plenary meeting
18 December 2013
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