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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2007

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/62/439/Add.2)]

62/158. Human rightsin the administration of justice

The General Assembly,

Calling attention to the numerous international standards in the field of the
administration of justice,

Mindful of the importance of ensuring respect for the rule of law and human
rights in the administration of justice, in particular in post-conflict situations, as a
crucial contribution to building peace and justice and ending impunity,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 2007/23 of 26 July
2007 entitled “Supporting national efforts for child justice reform, in particular
through technical assistance and improved United Nations system-wide
coordination”,

Recalling its resolution 60/159 of 16 December 2005, as well as Commission
on Human Rights resolution 2004/43 of 19 April 2004 on human rights in the
administration of justice,* in which the Commission requested the Secretary-General
to submit to it at its sixty-third session a report on human rights in the
administration of justice, in particular juvenile justice,

1. Invites States to make use of technical assistance offered by the relevant
United Nations programmes in order to strengthen national capacities and
infrastructures in the field of the administration of justice;

2. Invites the Human Rights Council and the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice, as well as the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, to closely coordinate their activities relating to the administration of justice;

3. Invites the Human Rights Council to continue consideration of the
question of human rights in the administration of justice, based on the report of the
Secretary-General on human rights in the administration of justice, including
juvenile justice;?

! See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2004, Supplement No. 3 (E/2004/23), chap. 11,
sect. A.
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4.  Welcomes the increased attention paid to the issue of juvenile justice by
the United Nations system, in particular the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, particularly through technical assistance
activities;

5. Also welcomes the strengthening of the Interagency Panel on Juvenile
Justice, and encourages the members of the Panel to further increase their
cooperation, in order to enhance the capacity of the Panel to respond favourably to
requests for technical assistance in the field of juvenile justice;

6. Invites Governments, relevant international and regional bodies, national
human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations to devote particular
attention to the issue of women in prison, including the children of women in
prison, with a view to identifying and addressing the gender-specific aspects and
challenges related to this problem;

7. Decides to continue its consideration of the question of human rights in
the administration of justice at its sixty-fourth session under the item entitled
“Promotion and protection of human rights”.
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