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53/152. The human genome and human rights

The General Assembly,

Guidedby the purposes and principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rhts! the International Covenants on Humar? Rights and the other relevant
international human rights instruments,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolutioh893/91 of 10March 1993 and 1997/71 of 16
April 1997} on the question of humaights and bioethics,

Recalling alsathat, in accordance with the Universal Daeltion of Human Ryhts, recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienalights of allmembers of the human family is theundation
of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Aware of the rapid development of the life sciences and of ethical concerns raised by certain of their
applications with regard to the dignity of the human race and the rights and freedoms of the individual,

Resolutior217 A ().
2Resolutior2200 A (XXI), annex.

3SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 18gplement No. &nd corrigenda (E/1993/23
and Corr.2, 4 and 5), chap. Il, sect. A.

41bid., 1997, Supplement No.(B/1997/23), chap. Il, sect. A.
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Seekingto promote scientific and technical progress in the fields of biology and genetics in a manner
respectful of fundamental rights and for the benefit of all,

Emphasizingin this regard, the importance of international cooperation in order to ensure that mankind
as a whole benefits from the life sciencedile seeking to prevent them from being used for any purpose
other than the good of mankind,

Recallingthe Universal Dedlration on the Human Genome and Humagh®® and the accompanying
resolution on its im@mentaibn® both adopted on 11 Novemb&®97 by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-ninth session,

Recognizingthe importance of the process of follow-up to the Universal 8@tlon on the Human
Genome and Human Rights within thramework of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,

Convincedof the need to develop a life-sciences ethic at the national and international levels,

Endorseghe Universal Dedration on the Human Genome and Humaghis adopted by the General
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on 11 Novid8i@er

85th plenary meeting
9 Decembe998

®United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural OrgaiinaRecords of the General Conference, Twenty-
ninth Sessioyvol. |, Resolutionsresolution 16.

81bid., resolution 17.



