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51/ 78. International Decade of the Wrld's
| ndi genous Peopl e

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set
forth in the Charter, is the achi evenent of international cooperation in
solving international problens of an economc, social, cultural or
humani tari an character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundamental freedons for all w thout distinction as to race, sex,
| anguage or religion,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the International Decade of the
Worl d' s I ndi genous People, as well as those of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling also that the goal of the Decade is to strengthen
i nternational cooperation for the solution of problens faced by indi genous
peopl e in such areas as human rights, the environnent, devel opment, education
and health and that the thenme of the Decade is "Indi genous peopl e:
partnership in action",

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of consultation and cooperation wth
i ndi genous peopl e in planning and inplenenting the programe of activities for
the International Decade of the Wrld's Indigenous People,! the need for
adequat e financial support fromthe international conmmunity, including support
fromwithin the United Nations and the specialized agencies, and the need for
adequat e coordi nati on and conmuni cati on channel s,

! Resol ution 50/ 157, annex.
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Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1992/255 of 20 July 1992,
in which the Council requested United Nations bodi es and speci alized agenci es
to ensure that all technical assistance financed or provided by them was
conpatible with international instrunents and standards applicable to
i ndi genous peopl e and encouraged efforts to pronote coordination in this field
and greater participation of indigenous people in the planning and
i mpl enentati on of projects affecting them

Recalling its resolution 50/156 of 21 Decenber 1995,

1. Affirms its conviction of the value and diversity of the cultures
and fornms of social organization of indigenous people and that the devel opnent
of indigenous people within their countries will contribute to the
soci o-econom ¢, cultural and environnmental advancenent of all the countries of
the worl d;

2. Notes that the progranme of activities for the Internationa
Decade of the Wrld' s I ndigenous People may be reviewed and updat ed throughout
the Decade and that at the m d-point of the Decade the Econom c and Soci al
Council and the General Assenbly should review the results of the activities
in order to identify obstacles to the achi evenent of the goals of the Decade
and to recommend sol utions for overcom ng those obstacl es;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
i npl erent ati on of the programe of activities for the Decade;?

4. Wl cones the resolve of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights to strengthen efforts to achieve the goals of the programe of
activities for the Decade;

5. Reaffirms the adoption of a declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous peopl e as a major objective of the Decade, and notes that there
have been two sessions of the open-ended inter-sessional working group of the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts established pursuant to Conm ssion resol ution
1995/ 32 of 3 March 1995 with the sole purpose of elaborating a draft
decl aration, considering the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous peopl es annexed to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the
Subconmi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities;*

6. Underlines the inportance of effective participation by indigenous
representatives in the working group, and encourages organi zati ons of
i ndi genous people that are not already registered to participate and wish to
do so to apply for authorization in accordance with the procedure set out in
t he annex to Comm ssion on Human Rights resol uti on 1995/ 32;

2 AN 51/ 499.
3 Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent
No. 3 and corrigenda (E/ 1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. Il, sect. A

4 See E/CN. 4/1995/2-E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1994/ 56, chap. Il, sect. A
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7. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General on the existing
mechani sns, procedures and programes within the United Nations concerning
i ndi genous people,® and requests the Secretary-General to transnit the review,
prior to the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, to
Government s, indi genous people and rel evant international organizations for
their coments;

8. Recogni zes anongst the objectives of the Decade, as listed in the
programe of activities, the consideration of the establishnment of a permanent
forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system

9. Recalls its reconmendati on contained in resolution 50/157 of 21
Decenmber 1995 that the Commi ssion on Human Rights, drawing on the results of
t he workshop on the possible establishnment of a permanent forum for indigenous
people within the United Nations system held at Copenhagen from 26 to 28 June
1995,°% and the Secretary-General's review, consider the convening of a second
wor kshop

10. Recommends in the light of the review that efforts be made to
ensure that relevant United Nations organs, organizations and bodies take part
in any further consultations on the issue, and wel cones the offer of the
Government of Chile to host a second workshop on the possible establishment of
a permanent forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system

11. Enphasi zes the inportant role of international cooperation in
promoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent of i ndi genous peopl e;

12. Reaffirnms the inportance of strengthening the human and
institutional capacity of indigenous people to develop their own solutions to
their problens and, for these purposes, its reconendation that the United
Nati ons University consider the possibility of sponsoring, in each region, one
or nore institutions of higher education as centres of excellence and the
di ffusion of expertise, and invites the Comm ssion on Human Rights to
recomend appropriate nmeans of inplenentation

13. Enphasi zes the inportance of action at the national |evel for the
i npl enentati on of the goals and activities of the Decade;

14. Encour ages CGovernments to support the Decade by:
(a) Contributing to the United Nations Trust Fund for the Decade;

(b) Preparing rel evant programmes, plans and reports in relation to
the Decade, in consultation wth indi genous peopl e;

(c) Seeking means, in consultation wth indigenous people, of giving
i ndi genous people greater responsibility for their own affairs and an
effective voice in decisions on matters that affect them

5 A/ 51/ 493.

5 E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7 and Add. 1- 3.
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(d) Est abl i shing national committees or other nechani sns involving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and inplemented on the basis of full partnership with indi genous
peopl e;

15. Al so encourages CGovernments and ot her donors to contribute to the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indi genous Popul ations in order to assist
i ndi genous representatives in participating in the Wrking Goup on Indi genous
Popul ati ons of the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities and the open-ended inter-sessional working group of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights charged with el aborating a draft declaration on
the rights of indigenous people;

16. Appeal s to CGovernnments and i ntergovernnental and non-government a
organi zations to support the Decade by identifying resources for activities
designed to i nmplenent the goals of the Decade, in cooperation wth indigenous
peopl e;

17. Invites the United Nations financial and devel opnent al
institutions, operational programes and specialized agencies, in accordance
wi th the existing procedures of their governing bodies:

(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the
conditions of indigenous people, with particular enphasis on the needs of
t hose people in devel oping countries, including by preparation of specific
programes of action for the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade, within
their areas of conpetence;

(b) To | aunch special projects through appropriate channels and in
col I aboration with indi genous people for strengthening their community-I|eve
initiatives and to facilitate the exchange of information and expertise
anongst i ndi genous people and ot her rel evant experts;

(c) To designate focal points for coordination with the Centre for
Human Rights of the Secretariat of activities related to the Decade;

18. Recommends that the Secretary-CGeneral ensure coordinated foll ow up
to the recomendati ons concerning i ndi genous people of relevant world
conferences, nanely, the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna from
14 to 25 June 1993, the United Nations Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent, held at Rio de Janiero, Brazil, from3 to 14 June 1992, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, held at Cairo from5
to 13 Septenber 1994, the Fourth World Conference on Wnen, held at Beijing
from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, and the World Summit for Social Devel opment, held
at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995;

19. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,
when devel opi ng programres within the framework of the United Nations Human
Ri ghts Educati on Decade, to give due regard to the di ssem nation of
information on the situation, cultures, |anguages, rights and aspirations of
i ndi genous peopl €;

20. Encour ages CGovernments to consider contributing, as appropriate,
to the Fund for the Devel opnent of Indigenous Peoples in Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean, in support of the achievenent of the goals of the Decade;



A RES/ 51/ 78
Page 5

21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Progranmme of activities of the International Decade
of the Worl d's I ndi genous Peopl e".

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



