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51/ 50. Strengthening of security and cooperation
in the Mediterranean region

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject, including resolution
50/ 75 of 12 Decenber 1995,

Reaffirm ng the primary role of the Mediterranean countries in
st rengt heni ng and pronoti ng peace, security and cooperation in the
Medi t erranean region,

Bearing in mind all the previous declarations and conm tnents, as well
as all the initiatives taken by the riparian countries at the recent summts,
m ni sterial meetings and various foruns concerning the question of the
Medi t erranean region,

Recogni zing the efforts nade so far and the determ nati on of the
Medi terranean countries to intensify the process of dial ogue and consul tations
with a viewto resolving the problens existing in the Mediterranean regi on and
to elimnate the causes of tension and the consequent threat to peace and
security,

Recogni zi ng al so the indivisible character of security in the
Medi t erranean and that the enhancenent of cooperation anbng Mediterranean
countries with a view to pronoting the econom c and soci al devel opment of all
peopl es of the region will contribute significantly to stability, peace and
security in the region,

Recogni zing further that prospects for closer Euro-Mediterranean
cooperation in all spheres can be enhanced by positive devel opnents worl dw de,
in particular in Europe, in the Maghreb and in the M ddl e East,
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Noti ng the devel opnents in the M ddl e East peace process that will |ead
to achi eving a conprehensive, just and |l asting peace in the regi on and
therefore to pronoting confidence-buil di ng neasures and a good-nei ghbourly
spirit among the countries of the area,

Expressing satisfaction at the growi ng awareness of the need for nore
joint efforts by all Mediterranean countries so as to strengthen economc,
soci al, cultural and environmental cooperation in the region

Reaffirm ng the responsibility of all States to contribute to the
stability and prosperity of the Mediterranean region and their commitnent to
respect the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, as
wel | as the provisions of the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation anong States in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations,*

Expressing its concern at the persistent tension and continuing mlitary
activities in parts of the Mediterranean that hinder efforts to strengthen
security and cooperation in the region

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on this item?

1. Reaffirns that security in the Mediterranean is closely linked to
Eur opean security as well as to international peace and security;

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the continuing efforts by
Medi t erranean countries to contribute actively to the elimnation of al

causes of tension in the region and to the pronotion of just and lasting
solutions to the persistent problens of the region through peaceful neans,
thus ensuring the withdrawal of foreign forces of occupation and respecting

t he sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all countries of
the Mediterranean and the right of peoples to self-determnation, and
therefore calls for full adherence to the principles of non-interference, non-
i ntervention, non-use of force or threat of use of force and the

inadm ssibility of the acquisition of territory by force, in accordance with
the Charter and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

3. Commends the efforts by the Mediterranean countries in neeting
common chal | enges t hrough coordi nated overall responses, based on a spirit of
multilateral partnership, towards the general objective of turning the
Medi terranean basin into an area of dial ogue, exchanges and cooperati on,
guar ant eei ng peace, stability and prosperity;

4. Encour ages Mediterranean countries to strengthen such efforts
through, inter alia, a lasting, nultilateral and action-oriented cooperative
di al ogue anpbng States of the region

5. Recogni zes that the elimnation of the econom ¢ and soci al
disparities in levels of devel opnment as well as other obstacles in the
Medi terranean area will contribute to enhanci ng peace, security and
cooperati on anmong Mediterranean countries through the existing forumns;

! Resol ution 2625 (XXV), annex.

2 A/51/230 and Corr.1 and Add.1



A RES/ 51/ 50
Page 3

6. Recogni zes al so that respect and greater understandi ng anong
cultures will contribute to enhancing peace, security and cooperati on anong
Medi t erranean countri es;

7. Calls upon all States of the Mediterranean region that have not
yet done so to adhere to all the multilaterally negotiated | egal instrunents
related to the field of disarmanent, thus creating the necessary conditions
for strengthening peace and cooperation in the region

8. Encourages all States of the region to favour the necessary
conditions for strengthening the confidence-buil ding measures anpbng t hem by
promoti ng genui ne openness and transparency on all mlitary matters, by
participating, inter alia, in the United Nations systemfor the standardi zed
reporting of mlitary expenditures as well as by providing accurate data and
information to the United Nations Regi ster of Conventional Arnms;

9. Encour ages the Mediterranean countries to strengthen further their
cooperation in conbating terrorism in all its fornms and manifestations, which

poses a serious threat to peace, security and stability in the region and
therefore to the inprovenent of the current political, econom c and socia
situation;

10. Invites all States of the region to address, through various forns
of cooperation, problens and threats posed to the region, such as terrorism
international crime and illicit arns transfers, as well as illicit drug

producti on, consunption and trafficking, which jeopardize the friendly

rel ati ons anmong States, hinder the devel opnent of international cooperation
and result in the destruction of human rights, fundanental freedons and the
denocratic basis of pluralistic society;

11. Encour ages the conti nued wi despread support among the
Medi t erranean countries for the convening of a conference on security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean, as well as the ongoing consultations to
create the appropriate conditions for its convening;

12. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt a report on nmeans to
strengthen security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Strengthening of security and cooperation in the
Medi t erranean region".
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