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A

Expansi on of the nenbership of the Conference on D sarnanent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Conference on Disarmanent! and in
particul ar the section concerning the expansion of the nenbership of the
Conf er ence,

Stressing the role of the Conference on D sarmanent as the sole
multil ateral gl obal negotiating body on di sar manent,

Convi nced that a nore representati ve nmenbership of the Conference on
Di sarmanent from anong the United Nations would contribute to the nore
ef fective pursuit of disarmanent goals affecting the entire internationa
conmuni ty,

Recalling that, since 1978, when agreenent was reached at the first
speci al session of the General Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent that the
menbership of the then Comm ttee on Di sarmanment woul d be reviewed at regul ar
intervals, there have been thirty-seven applications for nmenbership in the
Conf er ence,

L Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Suppl ement No. 27 (A/51/27).
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Recalling also that, in 1993, the Special Coordinator for Menbership of
t he Conference on Di sarmanent proposed that twenty-three applicants for
menber shi p should be admtted to the Conference and proposed further that a
dynam c solution to the question of nenbership should be pursued,

Recalling further decision CDY 1406 of the Conference on D sar nanent,
adopted at its 739th plenary nmeeting on 17 June 1996, admitting twenty-three
countries as nenbers of the Conference,?

Recalling its resolution 50/72 C of 12 Decenber 1995, adopted without a
vote, in which it urged that, followi ng the presentation of progress reports
by the President of the Conference, the other applicants to date be further
consi dered by the Conference at its 1996 session

Noting the request of the Conference on D sarmanent that its President
continue consultations on a further expansion of its menbership and report to
it at the beginning of its 1997 session

1. Recogni zes the legitimate aspirations of all countries that have
applied for nenbership to participate fully in the work of the Conference on
D sar manent ;

2. Calls upon the Conference on Di sarmanent to consider all renaining
applications for nenbership with a view to reaching a decision on its further
enl argenent before the end of its 1997 session

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

B

Report of the D sarmanent Conmi SSi on

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the D sarnmanent Conmi ssion,?

Recalling its resolutions 47/54 A of 9 Decenber 1992, 47/54 G of 8 Apri
1993, 48/ 77 A of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/77 A of 15 Decenmber 1994 and 50/ 72 D of
12 Decenber 1995,

Considering the role that the D sarmanent Conmi ssion has been call ed
upon to play and the contribution that it should make in exam ning and
submi tting recomrendati ons on various problens in the field of disarmanent and
in the pronotion of the inplenentation of the rel evant decisions adopted by
the General Assenbly at its tenth special session

1. Takes note of the report of the Disarmanent Conmi ssion;?

2 1bid., para. 16.

5 Ibid., Supplenent No. 42 (A/51/42).
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2. Commends the Di sarmanent Commission for its adoption by consensus,
at its 1996 substantive session, of a set of guidelines for international arns
transfers in the context of General Assenbly resolution 46/36 H of 6 Decenber
1991, 4 which were recommended to the Assenbly for consideration

3. Endorses the guidelines for international arns transfers in the
context of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 46/36 H of 6 Decenber 1991, as adopted
by the Di sarmament Conmi ssi on

4. Notes with satisfaction that the D sarmanent Conm ssion has nade
significant progress in the discussions on its agenda itemregarding the
conveni ng of the fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
di sar manent ;

5. Reaffirns the inportance of further enhancing the dial ogue and
cooperation among the First Conmittee, the Di sarmanment Conmi ssion and the
Conf erence on Di sar manent ;

6. Also reaffirms the role of the D sarmanment Conmission as the
speci al i zed, deliberative body within the United Nations nultilatera
di sarmanent nmachinery that allows for in-depth deliberations on specific
di sarmanent issues, |leading to the subm ssion of concrete recomendati ons on
t hose i ssues;

7. Encour ages the Di sarmanment Conmi ssion to continue to nmake every
effort to enhance its working nethods so as to enable it to give focused
consideration to a limted nunber of priority issues in the field of
di sarmanent, bearing in mnd the decision it has taken to nove its agenda
towards a three-item phased approach

8. Requests the Disarnmanent Conmi ssion to continue its work in
accordance with its nandate, as set forth in paragraph 118 of the Fina
Docunent of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assenbly,® and with
par agraph 3 of Assenbly resolution 37/78 H of 9 Decenber 1982, and to that end
to make every effort to achi eve specific recommendations on the itens of its
agenda, taking into account the adopted "wags and neans to enhance the
functioning of the D sarmanment Comm ssion”

9. Recommends that, pursuant to the adopted three-item phased
approach, the Di sarmament Conmi ssion, at its 1996 organi zati onal session,
adopt the following itens for consideration at its 1997 substantive session

(a) The establishment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones on the basis of
arrangenents freely arrived at anong the States of the regi on concerned;

(b) The fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
di sar manent ;

4 1bid., annex |
5 Resol ution S-10/2.

5 A/ CN. 10/ 137.
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(c) [to be added];”’

10. Requests the Di sarmanent Commi ssion to neet for a period not
exceedi ng four weeks during 1997 and to submit a substantive report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session

11. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt to the D sarnmanment
Conmi ssi on the annual report of the Conference on Disarmanent,! together with
all the official records of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly
relating to disarmanment matters, and to render all assistance that the
Conmmi ssion may require for inplenmenting the present resol ution

12. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure full provision to
the D sarmanent Conmm ssion and its subsidiary bodies of interpretation and
translation facilities in the official |anguages and to assign, as a matter of
priority, all the necessary resources and services, including verbatim
records, to that end;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Report of the D sarnmanent Comm ssion”.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

C

Report of the Conference on D sarmanent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Conference on D sarnmanent,?

Convi nced that the Conference on D sarmanent, as the single nultilatera
di sarmanent negotiating forum of the international community, has the prinmary
role in substantive negotiations on priority questions of disarmnent,

Considering, in this respect, that the present international climte
shoul d give additional inpetus to nmultilateral negotiations with the ai m of
reachi ng concrete agreenents,

1. Reaffirns the role of the Conference on D sarmanent as the single
multil ateral disarmament negotiating forumof the international conmunity;

2. Wl cones the determ nation of the Conference on Di sarmanent to
fulfil that role in the light of the evolving international situation, with a
view to nmaking early substantive progress on priority items of its agenda;

3. Al so wel comes the decision taken by the Conference on D sar manent
on 17 June 1996 to expand its nenbership with the admi ssion of twenty-three
new nenbers;?

" The new item on conventional weapons wi |l be decided by the D sarmanent
Conmi ssion at its 1996 organi zati onal session
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4. Encour ages the Conference on Disarmanent to continue further
review of its menbership;
5. Al so _encourages the Conference on Disarmanent to intensify further
t he ongoing review of its agenda and net hods of work;
6. Urges the Conference on Disarmanent to nake every effort to reach

a consensus on its agenda and programme of work at the beginning of its 1997
sessi on;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to ensure the provision
to the Conference on D sarmanment of adequate adm nistrative, substantive and
conf erence support services;

8. Requests the Conference on Disarmanent to submit a report on its
work to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Report of the Conference on D sarmanent”.

79th plenary neeting
10 Decenber 1996




