Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the
Conference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Committee on
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non-Nuclear-
Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use of Nuclear
Weapons,'” with a view to reaching agreement on this item,

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that item in
the Conference on Disarmament, including the drafts of an
international convention,

Taking note also of the relevant decision of the Eleventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 18 to
20 October 1995, and also of the decision adopted by the
Tenth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 1 to 6 September
1992, as well as the relevant recommendations of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference reiterated in the Final
Communiqué of the Twentieth Islamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers, held at Istanbul from 4 to 8 August 1991, calling
upon the Conference on Disarmament to reach an urgent
agreement on an international convention to assure non-
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons,

Taking note further of the unilateral declarations made by
all nuclear-weapon States on their policies of non-use or non-
threat of use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon
States,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly for the elaboration
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, as
well as the difficulties pointed out.in evolving a common
approach acceptable to all,

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the
difficulties encountered in previous years,

Taking note of Security Council resolution 984 (1995) of
11 April 1995 and the views expressed on it,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous
years, in particular resolutions 45/54 of 4 December 1990,
46/32 of 6 December 1991, 47/50 of 9 December 1992, 48/73
of 16 December 1993, 49/73 of 15 December 1994 and 50/68
of 12 December 1995,

7 Ibid., Forty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/A8/27),
para. 39.

% See A/50/752-S/1995/1035, annex 111, see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fi ;’/tieth Year, Supplement for October, November
and December 1995, document S/fg‘)S/ 1035.

12 See A/47/675-S/24816, annex, chap. 11, para. 47; see Official
Records of the Security Council, Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for
October, November and December 1992, document S/24816.

2 See A/46/486-S/23055, annex 1; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Forty-sixth Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1991, document S/23055.
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1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early
agreement on effective international arrangements to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons;

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the idea of
an international convention to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,
although the difficulties as regards evolving a common
approach acceptable to all have also been pointed out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon
States, to work actively towards an ecarly agreement on a
common approach and, in particular, on a common formula
that could be included in an international instrument of a
legally binding character;

4.  Recommends that further intensive efforts should be
devoted to the search for such a common approach or common
formula and that the various alternative approaches, including,
in particular, those considered in the Conference on
Disarmament, should be further explored in order to overcome
the difficulties;

5.  Recommends also that the Conference on
Disarmament should actively continue intensive negotiations
with a view to reaching early agreement and concluding
effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, taking into account the widespread support for the
conclusion of an international convention and giving
consideration to any other proposals designed to secure the
same objective;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-second session the item entitled "Conclusion of effective
international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons™.

79th plenary meeting
10 December 1996
51/44. Prevention of an arms race in outer space
The General Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration and
use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes and shall be carried out
for the benefit and in the interest of all countries, irrespective
of their degree of economic or scientific development,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles Il and IV of the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Acrivities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies,?!

2! Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.



Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations regarding the
use or threat of use of force in their international relations,
including in their space activities,

Reaffirming paragraph 80 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,? in which it
is stated that in order to prevent an arms race in outer space
further measures should be taken and appropriate international
negotiations held in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling its previous resolutions on this issue and taking
note of the proposals submitted to the General Assembly at its
tenth special session and at its regular sessions, and of the
recommendations made to the competent organs of the United
Nations and to the Conference on Disarmament,

Recognizing that prevention of an arms race in outer
space would avert a grave danger for international peace and
security,

Emphasizing the paramount importance of strict
compliance with existing arms limitation and disarmament
agreements relevant to outer space, including bilateral
agreements, and with the existing legal regime concerning the
use of outer space,

Considering that wide participation in the legal regime
applicable to outer space could contribute to enhancing its
effectiveness,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of
an Arms Race in Outer Space, taking into account its previous
efforts since its establishment in 1985 and seeking to enhance
its functioning in qualitative terms, continued the examination
and identification of various issues, existing agreements and
existing proposals, as well as future initiatives relevant to the
prevention of an arms race in outer space,” and that this
contributed to a better understanding of a number of problems
and to a clearer perception of the various positions,

Regretting the inability of the Conference on
Disarmament to re-establish the Ad Hoc Committee in 1996,

Emphasizing the mutually complementary nature of
bilateral and multilateral efforts in the field of preventing an
arms race in outer space, and hoping that concrete results will
emerge from those efforts as soon as possible,

Convinced that further measures should be examined in
the search for effective and verifiable bilateral and multilateral
agreements in order to prevent an arms race in outer space,
including the weaponization of outer space,

Stressing that the growing use of outer space increases
the need for greater transparency and better information on the
part of the international community,

22 Resolution S-10/2.

2 Olﬂicial Records 0/ the General Assembly, Forty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/49/27), sect. I11.D (para. 5 of the quoted text).
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Recalling in this context its previous resolutions, in
particular resolutions 45/55 B of 4 December 1990, 47/51 of
9 December 1992 and 48/74 A of 16 December 1993, in
which, inter alia, it reaffirmed the importance of confidence-
building measures as means conducive to ensuring the
attainment of the objective of the prevention of an arms race
in outer space,

Conscious of the benefits of confidence- and security-
building measures in the military field,

Recognizing that the conclusion of an international
agreement or agreements to prevent an arms race in outer
space remains the fundamental task of the Ad Hoc Committee
and that the concrete proposals on confidence-building
measures could form an integral part of such agreements,

1. Reaffirms the importance and urgency of preventing
an arms race in outer space, and the readiness of all States to
contribute to that common objective, in conformity with the
provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies;?'

2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated in the report of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space, that the legal regime applicable to outer space by
itself does not guarantee the prevention of an arms race in
outer space, that this legal regime plays a significant role in the
prevention of an arms race in that environment, that there is a
need to consolidate and reinforce that regime and enhance its
effectiveness, and that it is important strictly to comply with
existing agreements, both bilateral and multilateral;

3.  Emphasizes the necessity of further measures with
appropriate and effective provisions for verification to prevent
an arms race in outer space;

4. Calls upon all States, in particular those with major
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective of the
peaceful use of outer space and of the prevention of an arms
race in outer space and to refrain from actions contrary to that
objective and to the relevant existing treaties in the interest of
maintaining international peace and security and promoting
international cooperation;

5. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, has the
primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement or
agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race
in outer space in all its aspects;

6. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to re-
establish the Ad Hoc Committee with a negotiating mandate at
the beginning of its 1997 session, taking into account the work
undertaken since 1985, with a view to conducting negotiations
for the conclusion of an agreement or agreements, as
appropriate, to prevent an arms race in outer space in all its
aspects;

7. Recognizes, in this respect, the growing
convergence of views on the elaboration of measures designed



to strengthen transparency, confidence and security in the
peaceful uses of outer space;

8.  Urges States conducting activities in outer space, as
well as States interested in conducting such activities, to keep
the Conference on Disarmament informed of the progress of
bilateral or multilateral negotiations relating to the prevention
of an arms race in outer space, if any, so as to facilitate its
work; -

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-second session the item entitled "Prevention of an arms
race in outer space”.

79th plenary meeting
10 December 1996

51/45.  General and complete disarmament

A

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons: 2000
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory
Committee

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2373 (XXII) of 12 June 1968, the
annex to which contains the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons,

Noting the provisions of article VIII, paragraph 3, of the
Treaty regarding the convening of Review Conferences at five-
year intervals,

Recalling the decision on strengthening the review
process for the Treaty, of the 1995 Review and Extension
Conference of Parties to the Treaty?* in which it was agreed
that Treaty Review Conferences should continue to be held
every five years and that, accordingly, the next Review
Conference should be held in the year 2000,

Recalling also the decision of the 1995 Review and
Extension Conference that the first Preparatory Committee
meeting for the 2000 Review Conference should be held in
1997,

Recalling further its resolution 50/70 Q of 12 December
1995, in which it took note of the various decisions of the 1995
Review and Extension Conference,

1. Takes note of the decision of the parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
following appropriate consultations, to hold the first meeting
of the Preparatory Committee in New York from 7 to 18 April
1997;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to render the
necessary assistance and to provide such services, including

24 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Final
Document, Part I (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part 1)), annex, decision 1.
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summary records, as may be required for the 2000 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory
Committee.

79th plenary meeting
10 December 1996
B
The nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere and adjacent
areas
The General Assembly,

Determined to continue to contribute to the prevention of
the proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its aspects and to the
process of general and complete disarmament under strict and
effective international control, in particular in the field of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, with
a view to strengthening international peace and security, in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations,

Stressing the importance of the treaties of Tlatelolco,”
Rarotonga,”® Bangkok?’ and Pelindaba,® establishing nuclear-
weapon-free zones, as well as the Antarctic Treaty,”

Recalling that, at its first special session devoted to
disarmament, the General Assembly declared, inter alia, that
the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on the basis of
agreements or arrangements freely arrived at among the States
of the zone concerned constitutes an important disarmament
measure; that the States participating in such zones should
undertake to comply fully with all the objectives, purposes and
principles of the agreements or arrangements establishing the
zones, thus ensuring that they are genuinely free from nuclear
weapons; and that the nuclear-weapon States are called upon
to give undertakings, negotiated with the competent authority
of each zone, in particular, to respect strictly the status of the
nuclear-weapon-free zone and to refrain from the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons against the States of the zone,

Recalling also that the 1995 Review and Extension
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons® reaffirmed the conviction
that the establishment of internationally recognized nuclear-
weapon-free zones, on the basis of arrangements freely arrived
at among the States of the region concerned, enhances global

» Trea
and the

for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
aribbean.

2 South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.

¥ Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone.
8 African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Trcaty.

¥ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No. 5778.

% See 1995 Review and Extension Confereace of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Final
Document, Part I (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I}).



