51/28. Special information programme on the question
of Palestine of the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,”

Taking note in particular of the information contained in
chapter VI of that report,

Recalling its resolution 50/84 C of 15 December 1995,

Convinced that the worldwide dissemination of accurate
and comprehensive information and the role of non-
governmental organizations and institutions remain of vital
importance in heightening awareness of and support for the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,

Aware of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements signed by the Government of the
State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization in
Washington, D.C., on 13 September 1993, and of the
subsequent implementation agreements, in particular the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip signed in Washington on 28 September 1995,
and their positive implications,

1. Notes that several defined provisions of the special
information programme on the question of Palestine of the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat are yet to
be implemented, and stresses the importance of
implementation of all provisions of the programme;

2. Considers that the special information programme
is very useful in raising the awareness of the international
community concerning the complexities of the question of
Palestine and the situation in the Middle East in general,
including the achievements of the peace process, and that the
programme is contributing effectively to an atmosphere
conducive to dialogue and supportive of the peace process;

3. Requests the Department, in full cooperation and
coordination with the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, to continue, with
the necessary flexibility as may be required by developments
affecting the question of Palestine, its special information
programme for the biennium 1996-1997, with particular
emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North America and,
in particular:

(a) To disseminate information on all the activities of
the United Nations system relating to the question of Palestine,
including reports on the work carried out by the relevant
United Nations organizations;
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(6) To continue to issue and update publications on the
various aspects of the question of Palestine in all fields,
including materials concerning the recent developments in that
regard and, in particular, the achievements of the peace
process; '

(c) Toexpand its audiovisual material on the question
of Palestine, including the production of such material;

(d) To organize and promote fact-finding news
missions for journalists to the area, including the territories
under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority and the
occupied territories;

(e) To organize international, regional and national
encounters for journalists;

() To provide, in cooperation with the relevant bodies
and agencies of the United Nations system, particularly the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, assistance to the Palestinian people in the field
of media development, including training for Palestinian
broadcasters and journalists.
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51/26. Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine

The General Assembly,
Recalling its relevant resolutions,

Recalling also the relevant Security Council resolutions,
including resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and
338 (1973) of 22 October 1973,

Having considered the repcrt of the Secretary-General®
submitted pursuant to the request made in its resolution 50/84
D of 15 December 1995,

Convinced that achieving a “inal and peaceful settlement
of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, is imperative for the attainment of a comprehensive
and lasting peace in the Middle East,

Aware that the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples is amony the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Affirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by war,

Affirming also the illegality of the Israeli settlements in
the territory occupied since 1967 and of Israeli actions aimed
at changing the status of Jerusalem,

Affirming once again the right of all States in the region
to live in peace within secure and internationally recognized
borders,
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Aware of the mutual recognition between the
Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, and
the signing by the two parties of the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements® in Washington,
D.C., on 13 September 1993, as well as the subsequent
implementation agreements, including the Israeli-Palestinian
Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 1995,

Noting with satisfaction the withdrawal of the Israeli
army, which took place in the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area
in accordance with the agreements reached by the parties, and
the initiation of the Palestinian Authority in those areas, as
well as the beginning of the redeployment of the Israeli army
in the rest of the West Bank,

Noting also with satisfaction the successful holding of the
first Palestinian general elections,

Aware that the United Nations has participated as a full,
extraregional participant in the work of the multilateral
working groups of the Middle East peace process,

Noting the establishment of the Office of the United
Nations Special Coordinator in the Occupied Territories and its
positive contribution,

Welcoming the convening of the Conference to Support
Middle East Peace in Washington, D.C., on 1 October 1993,
and all follow-up meetings,

Concerned over the serious difficulties facing the Middle
East peace process and the deterioration of the socio-economic
conditions of the Palestinian people as a result of the Israeli
positions and measures,

1. Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, in all its aspects;

2. Expresses its full support for the ongoing peace
process which began in Madrid and the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements® of
1993, as well as the subsequent implementation agreements,
including the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip of 1995, and expresses the hope
that the process will lead to the establishment of a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

3. Stresses the necessity for the immediate and
scrupulous implementation of the agreements reached between
the parties and the commencement of the negotiations on the
final settlement;

4.  Calls upon the concemned parties, the co-sponsors of
the peace process and the entire international community to
exert all the necessary efforts to ensure the success of the
peace process;
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5.  Stresses the need for:

(@) The realization of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-determination;

(b) The withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian
territory occupied since 1967;

6.  Also stresses the need for resolving the problem of
the Palestine refugees in conformity with its resolution 194
(III) of 11 December 1948,

7.  Urges Member States to expedite the provision of
economic and technical assistance to the Palestinian people
during this critical period;

8.  Emphasizes the importance for the United Nations
to play a more active and expanded role in the current peace
process and in the implementation of the Declaration of
Principles;

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts with the parties concerned, and in consultation with the
Security Council, for the promotion of peace in the region and
to submit progress reports on developments in this matter.
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51/27. Jerusalem
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of 10 December 1981,
37/123 C of 16 December 1982, 38/180 C of 19 December
1983, 39/146 C of 14 December 1984, 40/168 C of 16
December 1985, 41/162 C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 D of
11 December 1987, 43/54 C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 C of
4 December 1989, 45/83 C of 13 December 1990, 46/82 B of
16 December 1991, 47/63 B of 11 December 1992, 48/59 A of
14 December 1993, 49/87 A of 16 December 1994 and 50/22
A of 4 December 1995, in which it determined that all
legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by
Israel, the occupying Power, which have altered or purported
to alter the character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem,
in particular the so-called "Basic Law" on Jerusalem and the
proclamation of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null
and void and must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 478 (1980) of
20 August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not
to recognize the "Basic Law" and called upon those States
which had established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to
withdraw such missions from the Holy City,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,*’

1. Determines that the decision of Israel to impose its
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of
Jerusalem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no
validity whatsoever;
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