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51/ 223. Israeli settlenent activities in the

occupied Palestinian territory, in
particular in occupied East Jerusalem

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the letters dated 21,' 252 and 27® February 1997 from
t he Per manent Cbserver of Pal estine on behalf of the States nenbers of the
League of Arab States,

Expr essi ng deep concern at the decision of the Government of Israel to
initiate new settlenent activities in the Jebel Abu Ghnei marea in East

Jerusal em

~ Expressing concern about other recent neasures that encourage or
facilitate new settl enent activities,
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Stressing that such settlements are illegal and a major obstacle to
peace,

Recalling its resolutions on Jerusal em and other rel evant Genera
Assenbly and Security Council resolutions,

Confirmng that all |egislative and adm nistrative neasures and acti ons
taken by Israel which purport to alter the status of Jerusal em including
expropriation of land and properties thereon, are invalid and cannot change
t hat st at us,

Reaffirming its support for the Mddle East peace process and all its
achi evenents, including the recent agreenent on Hebron

Concerned about the difficulties facing the M ddl e East peace process,
i ncluding the inpact these have on the living conditions of the Pal estinian
people, and urging the parties to fulfil their obligations, including under
t he agreenents al ready reached,

Havi ng di scussed the situation at its 91st, 92nd and 93rd pl enary
meetings on 12 and 13 March 1997,

1. Calls upon the Israeli authorities to refrain fromall actions or
measures, including settlenent activities, which alter the facts on the
ground, pre-enmpting the final status negotiations, and have negative
inplications for the Mddl e East peace process;

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to abide scrupul ously by
its legal obligations and responsibilities under the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Cvilian Persons in Tine of War of
12 August 1949,“ which is applicable to all the territories occupied by Israel
si nce 1967;

3. Calls upon all parties to continue, in the interests of peace and
security, their negotiations within the Mddl e East peace process on its
agreed basis and the tinely inplenentation of the agreenents reached,;

4. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to bring to the attention of the
Government of Israel the provisions of the present resol ution.
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