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51/ 212. Scal e of assessnents for the apportionnent
of the expenses of the United Nations

Bl
The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions and deci sions on the scale of
assessnents, in particular resolutions 48/ 223 B and C of 23 Decenber 1993,

Havi ng considered the reports of the Conmittee on Contributions,?

Reaffirm ng the fundanental principle that the expenses of the
Organi zati on shoul d be apportioned broadly according to capacity to pay,

1. Requests the Conmittee on Contributions to submt to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session eight proposals for a scale of
assessnments for the period 1998-2000 as foll ows:

(a) A proposal based on the nethodol ogy used for the scale of
assessnents for the period 1995-1997;

(b) A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

! Consequently, resolution 51/212 of 18 Decenber 1996 becones resol ution
51/ 212 A

2 O0ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Suppl enent
No. 11 (A/50/11); and A/ 50/11/Add.2; see Oficial Records of the Genera
Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent No. 11A.
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(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(i x)

(x)

(xi)
(c)
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

(iv)
(V)

(vi)

The scale to be based on estimates of gross national product, as
a first approxi mation of the capacity to pay, and subject to
adjustrment for factors identified by the General Assenbly;

A statistical base period of six years;

Uni f orm exchange rates, in accordance with the criteria contained
in paragraph 3 (b) of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 46/221 B of 20
Decenber 1991,

The debt adj ustment approach used in the preparation of the scale
of assessnents for the period 1995-1997;

A low per capita incone allowance fornula with a per capita
income limt of the average world per capita incone for the
statistical base period and a gradient of 85 per cent;

A m ni mum assessnent rate of 0.001 per cent;
A ceiling rate of 25 per cent;

The phase-out of the scheme of limts in accordance with Genera
Assenbly resol utions 48/223 B of 23 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 19 B of
23 Decenber 1994;

The scal e of assessments to be expressed to three deci mal pl aces
of a percentage point;

In phasing out the schene of linmts, the allocation of additiona
points resulting therefromto devel opi ng countries benefiting
fromits application to be limted to 15 per cent of the effect
of the phase-out;

I ndi vidual rates of assessment for the | east devel oped countries
not to exceed the current level of 0.01 per cent;

A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

Use of gross national product instead of net national incone;

A statistical base period of six years;

The debt adj ustment approach and | ow per capita inconme all owance
formula used in the preparation of the scale of assessnents for
t he period 1995-1997;

A floor rate of 0.001 per cent and a ceiling rate of 25 per cent;

The scal e of assessnments to be expressed to three deci mal pl aces
of a percentage point;

Mar ket exchange rates to be used for the purpose of the scale,
except where this causes excessive fluctuations or distortions in
the 1 ncome of some Menmber States, when price-adjusted rates of
exchange or other appropriate conversion rates, such as uniform
exchange rates, in accordance with the criteria contained in
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paragraph 3 (b) of General Assenbly resolution 46/221 B, are to
be enpl oyed;

I ndi vi dual rates of assessnment for the | east devel oped countries
not to exceed the current |evel of 0.01 per cent;

The schenme of limts to be phased out in accordance wth
paragraph 1 (f) of General Assenbly resolution 48/223 B, and the
all ocation of additional points resulting therefromto devel opi ng
countries benefiting fromits application to be limted to 15 per
cent of the effect of the phase-out;

A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

The scale to be based on data on gross national product;

A statistical base period of three years, with automati c annua
updati ng;

A ceiling rate of 20 per cent;
A m ni mum assessnent rate of 0.001 per cent;

The scal e of assessments to be expressed to three deci mal pl aces
of a percentage point;

Use of market exchange rates, except where this causes excessive
fluctuations or distortions in the incone of sone Menber States,
when price-adjusted rates of exchange or other appropriate
conversion rates are to be enpl oyed;

A |l ow per capita incone relief gradient of 75 per cent;

Non-eligibility of permanent menbers of the Security Council for
relief based on | ow per capita incong;

The schene of limts to be phased out in 1998 and the allocation
of additional points resulting therefromto devel opi ng countries
benefiting fromits application to be limted to 15 per cent of
the ef fect of the phase-out;

A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

The scale to be based on data on gross national product, as a
first approximation of capacity to pay;

A statistical base period of six years;

Uni f orm exchange rates, in accordance with the criteria contained
i n paragraph 3 (b) of General Assenbly resolution 46/221 B;

Debt adjustment to be based on actual principal paynents;
A low per capita incone allowance fornula with a per capita

income limt of the average world per capita incone for the
statistical base period and a gradient of 75 per cent;
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(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(i x)

(x)

(H)
(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
(V)

(vi)

A m ni mum assessnent rate of 0.001 per cent;
A ceiling rate of 25 per cent;

I ndi vi dual rates of assessment for the | east devel oped countries
not to exceed the current level of 0.01 per cent;

The effect of the schene of limts to be phased out in equa

i nstal ments by the year 2000 and the allocation of additiona
points resulting therefromto devel opi ng countries benefiting
fromits application to be limted to 15 per cent of the effect
of the phase-out;

Non-eligibility of permanent menbers of the Security Council for
a |l ow per capita incone allowance in calculating the scal e of
assessnents for the regul ar budget;

A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

Use of data on gross national product;

A statistical base period of three years, with automati c annua
recal cul ati on;

Exchange rates in accordance with the following criteria:

a. Mar ket exchange rates obtained fromthe International
Monetary Fund for all Menber States that are nenbers of the
Fund;

b. Exchange rates based on the technical advice of the

International Monetary Fund for Menber States that are not
nenbers of the Fund;

C. United Nations operational rates for Menber States for which
the criteria in subparagraphs (iii) a and b above are not
appl i cabl g;

d. Price-adjusted rates of exchange or other appropriate
conversion rates where the use of rates consistent with the
criteria in subparagraphs (iii) a to ¢ above woul d cause
excessive fluctuations or distortions in the incone of sone
Menmber St ates;

e. The Conm ttee on Contributions to provide detail ed
expl anati ons for exchange rates not based on the criteria in
subparagraphs (iii) a to c above;

No adjustment for external debt;

A |l ow per capita incone allowance fornula with a per capita
incone limt of the average world per capita incone for the
statistical base period and a gradient of 75 per cent;

The scal e of assessments to be expressed to three deci mal pl aces
of a percentage point;
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A m ni mum assessnent rate of 0.001 per cent;

A maxi mum assessnent rate of 25 per cent;

No maxi mum assessnment rate for the | east devel oped countries;

The schene of limts to be fully phased out as at 1 January 1998;
A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:

Esti mates of gross national product, as a first approxi mation of
capacity to pay, and subject to adjustnent for factors identified
by the CGeneral Assenbly, as recommended by the Comittee on
Contributions in paragraph 28 of its report;?3

A statistical base period of three years;

Conversion rates as recommended by the Conmittee on Contributions
in paragraph 38 of its report;?3

The debt adj ustment approach proposed by the Committee on
Contributions in paragraph 41 of its report;?3

A low per capita incone allowance fornula with a per capita
income limt of the average world per capita incone for the
statistical base period and a gradient of 85 per cent bel ow the
l[imt, the additional points resulting therefromto be absorbed
progressively by countries with a per capita income above the
[imt, using a gradient of 25 per cent;

No floor rate,;

A ceiling rate of 25 per cent;

The renmai ning effect of the schene of linits to be phased out
conpletely with effect from1l January 1998, in accordance with
paragraph 1 (f) of General Assenbly resolution 48/ 223 B

The scal e of assessnents to be expressed to four decimal places
of a percentage point;

I ndi vi dual rates of assessnment for the | east devel oped countries
not to exceed the current |evel of 0.01 per cent;

A proposal to include the follow ng elenents and criteria:
The scale to be based on data on gross national product;
A statistical base period of nine years;

The debt adj ustment approach used in the preparation of the scale
of assessnents for the period 1995-1997;

3 A/50/11/Add. 2; see Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth
Sessi on, Supplenment No. 11A
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(iv) The | ow per capita income all owance formula used in the
preparation of the scale of assessnents for the period 1995-1997,
but excl uding automatic application of the surtax for countries
that cross the threshold until 10 years after the country has
crossed the threshol d;

(v) A m ni mum assessnent rate of 0.001 per cent;
(vi) A ceiling rate of 25 per cent;

(vii) The scale of assessnments to be expressed to three deci mal places
of a percentage point;

(viii) Market exchange rates to be used for the purpose of the scale,
except where this causes excessive fluctuations or distortions in
the 1 ncome of some Menmber States, when price-adjusted rates of
exchange or other appropriate conversion rates, such as uniform
exchange rates, in accordance with the criteria contained in
paragraph 3 (b) of General Assenbly resolution 46/221 B, are to
be enpl oyed;

(1x) A maxi mum i ndi vidual rate of assessment of 0.01 per cent for the
| east devel oped countri es;

(x) The schenme of limts to be phased out, in accordance with
paragraph 1 (f) of General Assenbly resolution 48/ 223 B, and the
all ocation of additional points resulting therefromto devel opi ng
countries benefiting fromits application to be limted to 15 per
cent of the effect of the phase-out;

and to nmake appropriate reconmendati ons thereon

2. Decides that, notw thstanding the provisions of paragraph 1
above, the Menmber State that is the subj ect of CGeneral Assenbly deci sion
50/ 471 B of 23 Decenber 1995 should not be subject to any increase inits rate
of assessnent for the period 1998-2000 as a result of the gradual phasing out
of the schenme of limts during that period;

3. Requests the Conmittee on Contributions to keep a nunber of
i ssues relating to the scal e net hodol ogy under review.

95th plenary neeting

3 April 1997




