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51/ 203. The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovi na

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/ 242 of 25 August 1992, 47/1 of
22 Septenber 1992, 47/121 of 18 Decenber 1992, 48/88 of 20 Decenber 1993,
49/ 10 of 3 November 1994 and all relevant resolutions of the Security Counci
regarding the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovi na,

Reaffirm ng its support for the independence, sovereignty, |ega
continuity and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, within its
internationally recogni zed borders,

Wel com ng the General Framework Agreenent for Peace in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na and the annexes thereto (collectively the "Peace Agreenent"),?
signed at Paris on 14 Decenber 1995,

Wl conming also the efforts for the respect, pronotion and protection of
human rights in all of Bosnia and Herzegovina and for the establishment of the
new comon institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in accordance with the
rel evant provisions of the Peace Agreenent,

Supporting those institutions and organi zati ons of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na whi ch are engaged in the inplenentati on of the Peace Agreenent and
the process of reconciliation and reintegration

1 See A/50/790-S/1995/999; see Oficial Records of the Security Council
Fiftieth Year, Supplenment for October, Novenber and Decenber 1995, document
S/ 1995/ 999.
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Concerned by the continuing obstructions faced by refugees and di spl aced
persons wishing to return to their homes, enphasizing the need for all parties
and the relevant States and international organizations to enhance the
conditions necessary to facilitate return, and stressing the need for a
regi onal approach to the issue of refugees and di spl aced persons,

Wl coming the foundation on 30 Cctober 1996 of the Coalition for Return
conposed of refugees and displ aced persons fromw thin and outside Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, including nenbers of all communities, and expressing support for
its efforts in facilitating the objectives of annex 7 of the Peace Agreenent,

Wl coming al so the Agreenent on Subregional Arnms Control negotiated at
Vi enna and Florence, as a vital instrument in ensuring regional stability, and
al arned by reports of uneven | evels of conpliance with provisions of the
Agr eenent ,

Havi ng considered the third annual report of the International Tribuna
for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of
International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Fornmer
Yugosl avi a since 1991,2 and noting the varying degrees of cooperation and
conpl i ance described therein and stressing the inportance and urgency of the
work of the International Tribunal as an el enment of the process of
reconciliation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the region

Supporting fully the efforts of the International Tribunal ainmed at the
prosecution of persons responsible for serious violations of internationa
humanitarian aw committed in the territory of the former Yugosl avia since
1991, and demandi ng that States and parties to the Peace Agreenent mneet their
obligations to cooperate fully with the Tribunal, as required by Security
Council resolutions 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993 and 1022 (1995) of
22 Novenber 1995, including with respect to surrendering persons sought by the
Tri bunal

Wl comi ng the mutual recognition anong all the successor States to the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia within their internationally
recogni zed borders, and stressing the inportance of full normalization of
rel ations, including the inmedi ate establishnent of diplomatic relations,
anong those States, in accordance with the Peace Agreenent,

Stressing the inportance of full respect for human rights and
fundanmental freedons for the success of the peace efforts for the region, and
calling upon the Governnents and the authorities in the region, as well as
rel evant international organizations, to facilitate such full respect,

Noti ng that denocratization in the region will enhance the prospects for
a lasting peace and help to guarantee full respect for human rights in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and in the region

Wl com ng the hol ding of el ections under the supervision of the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe on 14 Septenber 1996 for
State, Entity and canton | evel offices, and calling upon all parties to
further cooperate with the organization in the preparation and hol ding of free

2 AN 51/292-S/ 1996/ 665; see Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-

first Year, Supplement for July., August and Septenber 1996, docunent S/ 1996/ 665
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and fair elections throughout all of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the
muni ci pal /| ocal | evel,

Noting the positive inpact of the two previous pl edgi ng conferences,
hel d respectively on 21 Decenber 1995 and 13 and 14 April 1996 and chaired by
the Wrl d Bank and the European Union on the peace process and reintegration
of the country as well as the reconstruction effort, stressing the inportance
and urgency of providing the pledged financial assistance and technica
cooperation in reconstruction efforts and the role of economc revitalization
in the process of reconciliation, in the inprovement of |iving conditions and
in the mai ntenance of a durable peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the
regi on, and encouragi ng an early convening of the next pledgi ng conference,

Wel coming in particular the inportant efforts of the European Union
bil ateral and other donors to provide humanitarian and econom ¢ assi stance for
reconstruction,

Underlining that the full, conprehensive and consistent inplenentation
of the Peace Agreement is vital for the mai ntenance of international peace and
security,

1. Expresses its full support for the General Framework Agreenment for
Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the annexes thereto (collectively the
"Peace Agreement"),! which constitutes the key nechani smfor the achievenent
of a durable and just peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, leading to stability
and cooperation in the region and the reintegration of Bosnia and Herzegovi na
at all levels;

2. V| cones the successful inplenentation of certain aspects of the
Peace Agreement, including the establishment of a [ asting cessation of
hostilities, the establishnent of the mlitary zones of separation, nationa
el ections held on 14 Septenber 1996, and the formation and functioni ng of
certain comon institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovi na;

3. Underlines the responsibility of the parties to cooperate fully
and in good faith in the pronpt formation and functioning of all the new
common institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina and in establishing the
necessary conditions for holding denocratic, free and fair denocratic |oca
el ections in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Peace Agreenent;

4. Demands the full, conprehensive and consistent inplenentation of
t he General Framework Agreenent for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovi na;

5. Wl cones the conclusions of the neeting of the mnisterial
Steering Board and the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina,® held in Paris on
14 Novenber 1996, in order to define the guiding principles of the civilian
consol i dation plan of the peace process in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
accordance with the Peace Agreenent;

3 Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Suppl enent
for Cctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent S/ 1996/ 968.
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6. Wl cones al so the conclusions of the London Peace | nplenentation
Conference,* held on 4 and 5 Decenber 1996, at which the Bosnian parties and
the international community conmtted thensel ves to a detailed action plan to
i npl enent the Peace Agreenent, and calls upon all parties, as signatories to
t he Peace Agreement and i mredi ate nei ghbours, to continue to work for a
peaceful , reintegrated and stabl e Bosnia and Herzegovina in accordance with
t he Peace Agreenent;

7. Recogni zes that responsibility for consolidating the peace lies
primarily with the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as was confirnmed in
particular in the joint declaration adopted at Geneva on 14 August 1996;

8. Al so recogni zes that the role of the international comunity
remai ns essential, and wel cones the readi ness of the international community
to continue its efforts;

9. Underlines the relationship between the fulfilnment by the parties
of their comm tnents under the Peace Agreenment and the readi ness of the
i nternational community to commt resources for reconstruction and
devel opnent ;

10. Wl cones the formation of the multinational Stabilization Force
aut horized by the Security Council as the successor to the Inplenmentation
Force, and calls upon all parties to cooperate fully with it;

11. Stresses the inportance of the full, conprehensive and consi st ent
i mpl enent ati on of the Peace Agreenent, including cooperation and conpliance
with the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Conmitted in the
Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991, the establishment of the
necessary conditions for the voluntary return of refugees and displ aced
persons, and the establishnent of the necessary conditions for freedom of
novenent ;

12. Calls upon all the parties to cooperate fully, and in good faith,
in the pronpt formation and functioning of all of the new comn institutions
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and in establishing the necessary conditions for
hol di ng denocratic, free and fair |local elections at the rmunicipal level in
accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Peace Agreement, and urges the
rel evant international organizations to consider the provision of assistance
to nmeet the infrastructural needs of the new conmon institutions of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, particularly in Sarajevo, the capital of the State and Federation
of Bosnia and Herzegovi na

13. I nsists upon the need to deliver all indictees to the
International Tribunal to trial, notes that the International Tribunal has the
authority to address individual responsibility for the perpetration of the
crime of genocide, crinmes against humanity and other serious violations of
i nternational humanitarian law commtted, including in Bosnia and Herzegovi na,
and reiterates that all parties should arrest and surrender to the Tribuna

all indicted persons on territories under their control, and to otherw se
fully comply with the orders of the Tribunal and to cooperate with the work of
the Tribunal, including with exhumati ons and ot her investigative acts, in

4 1bid., docunment S/1996/1012.
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accordance with article 29 of the statute of the Tribunal, with all relevant
Security Council resolutions and in accordance with the rel evant provisions of
t he Peace Agreement and its annexes, in particular the Constitution of Bosnia
and Herzegovi na;

14. Urges Menber States, taking into account the orders and requests
of the International Tribunal, to offer the Tribunal their full support,
i ncludi ng financial support, in order to ensure the conpletion of the
Tribunal 's purpose, and to carry out their obligations under the statute of
the Tribunal and all rel evant Security Council resol utions;

15. Reaffirms once again the right of refugees and di spl aced persons
to return voluntarily to their homes of origin in accordance with the Peace
Agreenent, in particular annex 7 of the Agreenent, and the realization of sane
in cooperation with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Ref ugees and host countries, calls upon all parties to i mediately establish
the conditions necessary for the return of refugees and displ aced persons to
their homes and for the freedom of novenent and communi cation for all the
citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and upon the rel evant internationa
organi zations to enhance the conditions to facilitate return, in accordance
with rel evant provisions of the Peace Agreement and its annexes, in particular
the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and wel comes efforts by the
Eur opean Union, bilateral and other donors, United Nations agenci es and non-
governnental organizations in establishing projects designed to facilitate the
voluntary and orderly return of refugees and di splaced persons to all regions
of Bosnia and Her zegovi na

16. Strongly condemns all acts of intimdation designed to discourage
the voluntary return of refugees and displaced persons, in particular the
destruction of housing units;

17. Reaffirms once again its support for the principle that al
statenments and conmitnents nade under duress, particularly those regarding
| and and property, are wholly null and void, in accordance with the rel evant
provi sions of the Peace Agreenment, and supports the effective engagenent of
the Conmi ssion for Real Property Cainms of Displaced Persons and Refugees, in
conpliance with its nandate;

18. Enphasi zes the inportance of economic revitalization and
reconstruction for the successful consolidation of the peace process in Bosnia
and Herzegovi na;

19. Calls upon the parties to cooperate fully with the arbitration
process in Br&ko and to respect the decisions reached through the arbitration
process, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Peace Agreenent;

20. Demands that all parties conply fully with the Agreenent on
Subregi onal Arms Control, including the accurate reporting of existing |evels
of armanents and the destruction of the required amounts of armanments, in
accordance with the rel evant provi sions of the Peace Agreement, and urges
Menber States and the appropriate regional organizations to assist in the
i npl enentati on and verification of the Agreenent on Subregional Arns Control
in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Peace Agreenent;

21. Stresses the need for tinely informati on about the | evel of
cooperation and conpliance with the International Tribunal and its orders, the
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status and progranme for the return of refugees and di spl aced persons to and
wi t hi n Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and the status and inplenentation of the
Agr eenent on Subregional Arns Control;

22. Commends the efforts of the international community, including the
Counci | of Europe, the European Union, the European Conmunity Mnitoring
M ssion, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Devel opnent, the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross, the International Mnetary Fund, the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious
Vi ol ati ons of International Humanitarian Law Comritted in the Territory of the
Former Yugosl avia since 1991, the Islam c Devel opment Bank, the multinationa
| mpl enentation Force led by the North Atlantic Treaty O ganization
non- gover nnent al organi zations, the office of the H gh Representative, the
of fice of the Special Rapporteur for Human Rights of the Comm ssion on Hunman
Rights, the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comnm ssioner for Refugees, the
office of the United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights, the
Organi zation of the Islamc Conference, the Organi zation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the Peace |nplenentation Council, the United Nations
International Police Task Force, the United Nations Mssion in Bosnia and
Her zegovina and the Wirld Bank, in their roles in the inplenentation of the
Peace Agreenent;

23. Decides to include in the provisional agenda at its fifty-second
session the itementitled "The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovi na"

88t h plenary neeting

17 Decenber 1996



