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51/ 183. | npl enentation of the outcone of the
d obal Conference on the Sustainable
Devel opnent of Snmll |sl|l and Devel opi ng
St at es

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/100 and 49/122 of 19 Decenber 1994 and
50/ 116 of 20 Decenber 1995, on or related to the inplenentation of the outcone
of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small 1sland
Devel opi ng States, and reaffirmng Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
deci sion 4/16' on the review of the inplementation of the Programe of Action
for the Sustainable Devel opment of Small |sland Devel oping States,?

Reaffirm ng that, because the devel opment options of small island
devel oping States are limted, there are special challenges to devising and
i npl enenti ng sustai nabl e devel opment plans, and that small island devel opi ng
States will be constrained in neeting such chall enges and overcom ng obst acl es
to sustai nabl e devel opnent wi thout the active support and cooperation of the
i nternational conmunity,

Stressing the need for greater attention to priority areas of the
Programme of Action, particularly climte change and sea-level rise, energy

1 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996,
Suppl ement No. 8 (E/1996/28), chap. |, sect. C

2 Report of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Snal

I sl and Devel oping States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E. 94.1.18 and corrigenda), chap. |, resolution
1, annex |1

97-76729 /...



A RES/ 51/ 183
Page 2

resources, tourismresources, biodiversity resources, transport and
conmuni cati ons and sci ence and technol ogy,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General® on action taken
at the international, regional and national levels, inter alia, by the organs,
organi zati ons and bodies of the United Nations systemto inplenent the
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small 1sland Devel opi ng
States,? and wel cones in particular the action that has been taken by the
Departmment for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent of the
Secretariat to support the systemw de inpl enentati on of the Programe of
Acti on;

2. Stresses the inportance of maintaining the Small 1sland Devel opi ng
States Unit within the above-nenti oned Departnent, and requests the Secretary-
Ceneral to maintain the Unit at an appropriate |evel of staff and inprove the
structure and organi zation of the Unit, in accordance with resolution 49/122

3. Wl cones the work being done by the regional conmmssions to
support activities to coordinate the outcone of the G obal Conference on the
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent of Snall |sland Devel opi ng States;

4. Takes note of the decisions of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent, at its ninth session, related to programme support for
smal | island devel oping countries,* within the framework of the Programe of

Action, and requests the Secretary-General to inplement fully the rel evant
provi sions of resolution 49/122;

5. Calls upon Governnents, as well as the organs, organizations and
bodi es of the United Nations systen1 ot her intergovernnental organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zations, to continue to inplenment fully all the
conm tnents and recommendations that were nmade at the G obal Conference, and
to continue to take the necessary actions for effective followup to the
Programe of Action, including action to ensure the provision of the means of
i npl enent ati on under chapter XV thereof;

6. Recogni zes the inportance of the technical assistance progranmne,
known as SIDSTAP, and the information network for small island devel opi ng
States, known as SIDSNET, in the overall inplenentation of the Programe of

Action, takes note of the progress made by the United Nations Devel opnent
Programe in inplenenting resolution 49/122, and requests the Programe, in
cooperation with Governnents, to continue its actions to inplenment fully al
provisions in order to operationalize the two mechani sns;

7. Takes note of the support that has been provided by the Conm ssion
on Sustai nabl e Devel opment to followi ng up the inplenentation of the Programe
of Action in accordance with resolution 49/122 and the Programe of Action
itself, and invites the Commission at its fifth session to continue its
support for and attention to the Programme of Action, as an integral part of
the preparations for the special session of the General Assenbly to be held in
June 1997,

3 A/ 51/ 354.

4 See TD/ 378.



A RES/ 51/ 183
Page 3

8. Requests that, in the context of the special session of the
Ceneral Assenbly, specific nodalities be recommended for exam ning al
out st andi ng chapters of the Programe of Action and for undertaking the ful
review of the Programe of Action in 1999;

9. Wl cones the inclusion of the devel opnent of a vulnerability index
for small island devel oping States as part of the work programe of the
Department for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent for 1996- 1997
and in this regard requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the

United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, the United Nations

Envi ronnent Programre, other relevant United Nations organizations and non-
United Nations organi zations, to prepare a report based on the views of

rel evant experts on the vulnerability index, in 1997;

10. Requests the Conmittee for Devel opnent Planning, at its thirty-
second session, to fornulate its views and recommendati ons on the above-
mentioned report, in order to submt those views to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-third session, through the Econom c and Social Council, and to make
this information available to the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent;

11. Requests the Department for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent, in its coordinating role, to |look into appropriate nodalities for
nmobi | i zi ng resources for the effective inplenentation of the Programe of
Action and provide information thereon

12. Requests closer collaboration and greater transparency between the
Departmment for Policy Coordinati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Progranme for effective inplenmentation of SIDSTAP, and
requests detailed information to be nade avail able to Governnents on actions
taken to this effect;

13. Wl cones the report of the High-level Panel Meeting on Island
Devel opi ng Countries® on the challenges faced by island devel opi ng countri es,
particularly in the area of external trade, considered by the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment at its fourth session

14. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to seek the views of Governnents on
the creation of an informal open-ended working group within the existing
International Framework of Action for the International Decade for Natura
Di saster Reduction,® with the nenbership of all concerned States, including
all relevant sectors in disaster reduction, with a viewto ensuring ful
integration and participation of small island developing States in the mapping
of a concerted strategy for disaster reduction into the twenty-first century
and in inmproving access to disaster and warning information in order to
enhance the capability of small island devel oping States with respect to
di sast er nanagenent;

15. Stresses that small island developing States are particularly
vul nerabl e to global climte change and sea-level rise, and that the potentia
effects of global climte change and sea-level rise are increased strength and
frequency of tropical storns and inundation of some islands, with | oss of

5 B/ CN. 17/ 1996/ | DT/ 3- UNCTAD/ LLDC/ | DT 3.

6 See resol ution 44/ 236, annex.
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excl usi ve econom ¢ zones, econom c infrastructure, human settlenents and
culture, and urges the international conmunity to support small island

devel oping States in their efforts to adapt to the sea-level rise that will be
experienced as a result of the inpact of greenhouse gases that have already
been emtted into the atnosphere;

16. Calls upon the international commnity, including the d oba
Environnent Facility, within the framework of its operational strategy, to
support comerci al energy devel opnent in small island devel opi ng States based
on those environnmental ly sound renewabl e sources with denonstrated viability,
to support inprovenment of the efficiency of existing technol ogi es and end-use
equi prent based on conventional energy sources, and to assist with the
financing of investnents necessary to expand energy supplies beyond urban
ar eas;

17. Al so calls upon the international community, where appropriate, to
support the efforts of and to provide assistance to small island devel opi ng
States with respect to inproving and acquiring, through appropriate investnent
i ncentives and innovative neasures, the means of maritine transport and
devel opnent of infrastructure in small island devel oping States, such as
airports, harbours, roads and tel econmuni cati ons;

18. Wl cones actions at the national and regional |evels by smal
i sl and devel oping States, and invites all Governments, with the assistance of
i nternational and regional organizations, to provide information on all of
their major activities under the Programme of Action so as to enable an
adequate review of the actions taken at the national and regional |evels;

19. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session a report on the plans, programes and projects for
t he sustai nabl e devel opment of small island devel oping States that have been
i npl enented in response to the Progranme of Action, as well as those that are
under inplementation and those that are envisaged for inplementation within
five years of the date of the report;

20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session, under the itementitled "Environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent”,
the sub-itementitled "I nplementati on of the outcone of the @ obal Conference
on the Sustai nabl e Devel opment of Small |sland Devel oping States”;

21. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session a progress report on the particular actions taken
to i nmpl ement the present resol ution

86th plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996



