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51/ 124. Assi stance to Pal estine refugees

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/28 A of 6 Decenber 1995 and all its previous
resol uti ons on the question, including resolution 194 (111) of 11 Decenber
1948,

Taki ng note of the report of the Conm ssioner-General of the United
Nati ons Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal estine Refugees in the Near East for
the period from1 July 1995 to 30 June 1996,*

Wl comi ng the signature in Washi ngton on 13 Septenber 1993 by the
Government of the State of Israel and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization,
the representative of the people of Palestine, of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Sel f-Government Arrangenents? and the subsequent
i npl enent ati on agreenents, and al so the signature of the Interim Agreenment on
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in Washington on 28 Septenber 1995,

Encouraging the Multilateral Working Goup on Refugees of the Mddle
East peace process to continue its inmportant work,

1 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 13 (A/51/13).

2 AN 48/ 486- S/ 26560, annex; see Oficial Records of the Security Council
Forty-eighth Year., Supplenent for COctober, Novenber and Decenber 1993, docunent
S/ 26560.
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Wl comi ng the conpletion of the transfer of the headquarters of the
United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal esti ne Refugees in the Near East
to its area of operations,

1. Notes with regret that repatriation or conpensation of the
refugees, as provided for in paragraph 11 of its resolution 194 (I111), has not
yet been effected and that, therefore, the situation of the refugees continues
to be a matter of concern

2. Expresses its thanks to the Conmi ssioner-General and to all the
staff of the United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal estine Refugees in
t he Near East, recognizing that the Agency is doing all it can within the
limts of available resources, and al so expresses its thanks to the
speci al i zed agencies and to private organi zations for their valuable work in
assi sting refugees;

3. Notes with regret that the United Nations Conciliation Conm ssion
for Pal estine has been unable to find a neans of achieving progress in the
i npl erent ati on of paragraph 11 of General Assenbly resolution 194 (I111),®* and
requests the Conm ssion to exert continued efforts towards the inplenentation
of that paragraph and to report to the Assenbly as appropriate, but no | ater
than 1 Septenber 1997;

4. Notes the significant success of the Peace I|nplenentation
Programme of the Agency since the signing of the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Sel f-Governnment Arrangenents,? and stresses the inportance that
contributions to this Progranme are not at the expense of the General Fund,

5. Wl comes strengt hened cooperation between the Agency and the Wrld
Bank and ot her specialized agencies, and calls upon the Agency to nmake a
deci sive contribution towards giving a fresh inpetus to the econonic and
social stability of the occupied territories;

6. Urges all Menber States to extend and expedite aid and assi stance
with a viewto the econonm c and soci al devel opnment of the Pal estinian people
and the occupied territories;

7. Reiterates its concern regardi ng the continuing seriousness of the
financial position of the Agency, as outlined in the report of the
Conmi ssi oner - Cener al ;

8. Commends the efforts of the Conm ssioner-General to nove towards
budgetary transparency and internal efficiency, and hopes that such noves wll
conti nue;

9. Notes with profound concern that the structural deficit problem
confronting the Agency portends an al nost certain decline in the living
conditions of the Pal estine refugees and that it, therefore, has possible
consequences for the peace process;

3 See A/ 51/439, annex.



A RES/ 51/ 124
Page 3

10. Calls upon all Governments, as a matter of urgency, to make the
nost generous efforts possible to neet the anticipated needs of the Agency,
i ncluding the costs of noving the headquarters to Gaza, urges non-contributing
Governments to contribute regularly, and encourages contributing Governments
to consider increasing their regular contributions.
83rd plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996



