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51/ 107. Situation of human rights in the Islanic
Republic of Iran

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts! and the International Covenants on Human Rights, 2

Recal ling that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action,® adopted
by the Wirld Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna from14 to
25 June 1993, reaffirmed that human rights and fundanental freedons were the
birthright of all human beings and that their protection and pronotion was the
first responsibility of Governnents,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have a duty to fulfil the obligations
t hey have undertaken under the various international instrunents in this
field,

M ndful that the Islamc Republic of Iran is a party to the
I nternati onal Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recal i ng the appoi ntnent by the Chairman of the Conm ssion on Human
Rights of M. Maurice Danby Copithorne as Special Representative of the
Conmi ssion on the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran,

! Resolution 217 A (111).
2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
¢ A/ CONF. 157/24 (Part 1), chap. II1I.
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Recalling its previous resolutions expressing concern at the violations
of human rights by the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran, including
the nost recent, resolution 50/188 of 22 Decenber 1995, the resolutions of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights, including the nost recent, resolution 1996/ 84 of
24 April 1996, and those of the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities, including the nost recent, resolution 1996/ 7 of
20 August 1996, °

Wel com ng the cooperation extended by the Government of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
on the elimnation of all fornms of religious intolerance and of discrimnation
based on religion or belief and the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts on freedom of opinion and expression, who have been able to visit
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and bearing in mnd the reports of those Speci al
Rapporteurs on their visits,?®

Taking note of the interimreport of the Special Representative,’ and
noting that he will present a further report to the Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts,

Wl com ng the requests by the Governnment of the Islamc Republic of Iran
for technical assistance and advisory services fromthe office of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights, as well as
fromthe Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice Division of the Secretari at,
and taking note with interest of the observation by the Special Representative
in this regard,

Taking note with interest of certain recent devel opnents in the Islamc
Republic of Iran which, in the view of the Special Representative, are
i ndi cators of potential inprovenent of the status of wonen in that country,

Consi dering that continued international scrutiny of human rights and
fundanmental freedons in the Islamc Republic of Iran is warranted and that the
subj ect should remain on the agenda of the General Assenbly,

1. Expresses its concern at the continuing violations of human rights
inthe Islamic Republic of Iran, in particular the high nunber of executions
in the absence of internationally recogni zed saf equards, cases of torture and
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishment, the failure to neet
i nternational standards with regard to the adm nistration of justice and the
absence of due process of law, violations of the right to peaceful assenbly
and restrictions on the freedom of expression, thought, opinion and the press;

4 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent
No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A
5 See E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. |1, sect. A

5 E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 95/ Add. 2 and E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 39/ Add. 2.

7 See A/ 51/479 and Add. 1
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2. Al so expresses its concern at the grave breaches of human rights
of the Baha'is in the Islamc Republic of Iran and situations of
di scrimnation agai nst the menbers of this religious comunity, as well as at
the discrimnatory treatnent of mnorities by reason of their religious
beliefs, including | ack of adequate protection for the Christian mnorities,
some nmenbers of which have been the target of intimdation and assassination

3. Further expresses its concern at the w despread discrimnation
agai nst wonen in the Islam c Republic of Iran and the |lack of full and equa
enj oyment by wonen of human rights, and calls upon the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to take effective nmeasures to elimnate al
di scrimnation agai nst wonen;

4. Urges the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran, as a State
party to the International Covenants on Human Rights, to abide by its freely
undert aken obligations under the Covenants and under other internationa
instruments on human rights and to ensure that all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including nenbers of religious
groups and persons belonging to mnorities, enjoy all the rights enshrined in
those instrunents;

5. Calls upon the Government of the Islamc Republic of lIran to
i npl enent fully the conclusions and recomendati ons of the Special Rapporteur
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the elimnation of all forms of religious
i ntol erance and of discrimnation based on religion or belief relating to the
Baha'is and to other minority religious groups, including Christians;

6. Expresses its grave concern at indications, according to the
i nformati on received by the Special Representative of the Conm ssion on Human
Rights on the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran, of a
significant toughening of crimnal legislation and its application in the
Islami c Republic of Iran and in particular at the incidence of capita
puni shrrent i nposed for apostasy and non-violent crinmes, in violation of the
rel evant provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts? and United Nations saf eguards;

7. Expresses its concern at the harassnent and persecution of
persons, including witers and nenbers of the press, seeking to exercise their
freedom of expression;

8. Calls upon the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran to
i npl enent exi sting agreements with international humanitarian organizations;

9. Expresses its grave concern that there are continuing threats to
the life of M. Salman Rushdie, as well as to individuals associated with his
wor k, which appear to have the support of the Governnment of the Islamc
Republic of lran, notes in this regard that efforts ainmed at obtaining
satisfactory witten assurances fromthe Government of the Islamc Republic of
Iran that it does not support these threats have so far been unsuccessful, and
calls upon the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran to provide such
assurances;

10. Depl ores the politically notivated continuing viol ence agai nst
I rani ans outside the Islamc Republic of Iran, and urges the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to refrain fromactivities agai nst nmenbers of the
I rani an opposition living abroad and the harassment of their relatives within
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the Islamic Republic of Iran and to cooperate whol eheartedly with the
authorities of other countries in investigating and puni shing offences
reported by them

11. Wl cones the cooperation extended by the Government of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the Special Representative, who has been able to conduct a
prelimnary visit to the Islamc Republic of Iran

12. Expresses its hope that the Special Representative will again be
allowed to visit the Islamc Republic of Iran in the discharge of his nandate;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give all necessary assistance to
the Speci al Representative to enable himto discharge his mandate fully;

14. Deci des, on the basis of the report of the Special Representative
and in the light of additional elements provided by the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts and the Econom ¢ and Social Council, to continue the exam nation of the

situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran, including the
situation of mnority groups such as the Baha'is, during its fifty-second
session under the itementitled "Human rights questions”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



