4.  Also urges Governments to encourage, support and
involve national and local non-governmental organizations and
community-based organizations in the implementation of their
national action plans;

5. Appeals to Governments, in accordance with their
national conditions, to accord priority to the dissemination in
their relevant national and local languages of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,”' the International Covenants
on Human Rights®? and other human rights instruments,
human rights materials and training manuals, as well as reports
of States parties under the human rights treaties, and to provide
information and education in those languages on the practical
ways in which national and international institutions and
procedures may be utilized to ensure the effective
implementation of those instruments;

6. Welcomes the efforts made by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, together with the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat to increase
cooperation with the media, including by the provision of
timely and relevant information on human rights issues;

7. Urges the Department of Public Information to
continue to utilize United Nations information centres for the
timely dissemination, within their designated areas of activity,
of basic information, reference and audio-visual materials on
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the reports
of States parties under human rights instruments and, to this
end, to ensure that the information centres are supplied with
adequate quantities of those materials;

8. Requests the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner/Centre for Human Rights to continue to
coordinate the implementation of the Plan of Action to ensure
maximum effectiveness and efficiency in the use, processing,
management and distribution of information and educational
materials and to continue to coordinate and harmonize human
rights information strategies within the United Nations system;

9.  Encourages the High Commissioner/Centre for
Human Rights to continue the development of training courses
and materials, including targeted training manuals for
professional audiences, as well as the dissemination of human
rights information materials as a component of technical
assistance projects, supplemented by electronic means
wherever possible, taking particular account of the human
rights needs of women, children, remote or isolated
communities and persons with low levels of literacy;

10. Requests the human rights mechanisms to place
emphasis on the promotion and implementation of
programmes of information and education on human rights;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with
the High Commissioner/Centre for Human Rights, to consider
appropriate ways and means, including the possibility of
establishing a voluntary fund, to support human rights
activities, including those undertaken by non-governmental
organizations;

251

12. Invites the specialized agencies and relevant United
Nations programmes to contribute, within their respective
spheres of competence, to the implementation of the Plan of
Action and the World Public Information Campaign on Human
Rights;

13. Calls upon international, regional and national non-
governmental organizations and intergovernmental
organizations, in particular those concerned with women,
labour, development, food, housing, education, health care and
the environment, as well as all other social justice groups,
human rights advocates, educators, religious organizations and
the media, to undertake specific activities of formal, non-
formal and informal education, including cultural events, alone
and in cooperation with the High Commissioner/Centre for
Human Rights, in implementing the Plan of Action;

14. Stresses the need for close collaboration between
the High Commissioner/Centre for Human Rights and the
Department of Public Information in the implementation of the
World Public Information Campaign on Human Rights and the
Plan of Action and the need to harmonize their activities with
those of other organizations such as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in the project
entitled "Towards a culture of peace" and the International
Comnmittee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental
organizations with regard to the dissemination of information
on international humanitarian law;

15. Encourages the High Commissioner/Centre for
Human Rights to consider the promotion of educational and
cultural activities throughout the world in accordance with the
Plan of Action and the World Public Information Campaign on
Human Rights when preparing for the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present
resolution to the attention of all members of the international
community and to intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations concerned with human rights education and
public information and to submit to the General Assembly at
its fifty-second session a comprehensive report on the
implementation of the present resolution for consideration
under the item entitled "Human rights questions".

82nd plenary meeting
12 December 1996

51/105. Strengthening of United Nations action in the
field of human rights through the promotion of
international cooperation and the importance of
non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind that among the purposes of the United
Nations are those of developing friendly relations among
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples and taking other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal peace, as well as achieving
international cooperation in solving international problems of



an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character and in
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race,
sex, language or religion,

Desirous of achieving further progress in international
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that such international cooperation should be
based on the principles embodied in international law,
especially the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,*® the International
Covenants on Human Rights*® and other relevant instruments,

Deeply convinced that United Nations action in this field
should be based not only on a profound understanding of the
broad range of problems existing in all societies but also on
full respect for the political, economic and social realities of
each of them, in strict compliance with the purposes and
principles of the Charter and for the basic purpose of
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms through international cooperation,

Reaffirming all its resolutions in this regard,

Reaffirming also the importance of ensuring the
universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of the
consideration of human rights issues, as affirmed in the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993 3%

Affirming the importance of the objectivity, independence
and discretion of the special rapporteurs and representatives on
thematic issues and countries, as well as of the members of the
working groups, in carrying out their mandates,

Underlining the obligation that Governments have to
promote and protect human rights and to carry out the
responsibilities that they have undertaken under international
law, especially the Charter, as well as various international
instruments in the field of human rights,

1. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right freely
to determine, without external interference, their political
status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural
development, and that every State has the duty to respect that
right within the provisions of the Charter, including respect for
territorial integrity;

2. Reaffirms that it is a purpose of the United Nations
and the task of all Member States, in cooperation with the
Organization, to promote and encourage respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms and to remain vigilant with
regard to violations of human rights wherever they occur;

8 Resolution 217 A (11ID).
% Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
30 A/CONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. 1L
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3. Calls upon all Member States to base their activities
for the promotion and protection of human rights, including
the development of further international cooperation in this
field, on the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,”® the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,*® the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights?™ and other relevant
international instruments and to refrain from activities that are
inconsistent with that international framework;

4.  Considers that international cooperation in this field
should make an effective and practical contribution to the
urgent task of preventing mass and flagrant violations of
human rights and fundamenta! freedoms for all and to the
strengthening of international peace and security;

5. Reaffirms that the promotion, protection and full
realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as
legitimate concerns of the world community, should be guided
by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity
and should not be used for political ends;

6.  Requests all human rights bodies within the United
Nations system, as well as the special rapporteurs and
representatives, independent experts and working groups, to
take duly into account the contents of the present resolution in
carrying out their mandates;

7.  Expresses its conviction that an unbiased and fair
approach to human rights issues contributes to the promotion
of international cooperation as well as to the effective
promotion, protection and realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

8. Stresses, in this context, the continuing need for
impartial and objective information on the political, economic
and social situations and events of all countries;

9. Invites Member States to consider adopting, as
appropriate, within the framework of their respective legal
systems and in accordance with their obligations under
international law, especially the Charter, and international
human rights instruments, the measures that they may deem
appropriate to achieve further progress in international
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms;

10.  Requests the Commission on Human Rights to take
duly into account the present resolution and to consider further
proposals for the strengthening of United Nations action in the
field of human rights through the promotion of international
cooperation and the importance of non-selectivity, impartiality
and objectivity;

11.  Requests the Secretary-General to consult Member
States, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
on ways and means for the strengthening of United Nations
action in the field of human rights, including the promotion of
international cooperation and the importance of non-
selectivity, impartiality and objectivity, and to submit a
comprehensive report on this issue to the General Assembly at
its fifty-third session;



12. Decides to consider this matter at its fifty-second
session under the item entitled "Human rights questions".

82nd plenary meeting
12 December 1996

51/106. Situation of human rights in Iraq
The General Assembly,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights*®' and the International
Covenants on Human Rights,>*

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation to
promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms
and the duty to fulfil the obligations they have undertaken
under the various international instruments in this field,

Mindfil that Iraq is a party to the International Covenants
on Human Rights and other international human rights
instruments, and to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949 3%

Recalling its resolution 50/191 of 22 December 1995, in
which it expressed its strong condemnation of the massive
violations of human rights of the gravest nature in Iraq, and
taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution
1996/72 of 23 April 1996,%%

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 688 (1991)
of 5 April 1991, in which the Council demanded an end to the
repression of the Iraqi civilian population and insisted that Iraq
cooperate with humanitarian organizations and ensure that the
human and political rights of all Iraqi citizens were respected,

Recalling Security Council resolution 687 (1991) of 3
April 1991,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 986 (1995) of
14 April 1995, by which the Council authorized States to
permit imports of Iraqi oil up to the amount of one billion
United States dollars every ninety days, on a renewable basis,
to be used, inter alia, to purchase essential food and medical
supplies for humanitarian purposes,

Deploring the refusal of the Government of Iraq to
cooperate with the United Nations human rights mechanisms,
in particular by not receiving a return visit of the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the
situation of human rights in Iraq and not allowing the
stationing of human rights monitors throughout Iraq pursuant
to the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the
Commission on Human Rights,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the interim report
on the situation of human rights in Iraq submitted by the

30! Resolution 217 A (111).
302 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
%3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

% See Official Records of the Economic and Social C ouncil, 1996,
Supplement No. 3 (E/1996/23), chap. 11, sect. A.
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Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on
the situation of human rights in Iraq*®® and the observations,
conclusions and recommendations contained therein, and
noting his dismay that there has been no improvement in the
situation of human rights in the country;

2. Expresses its strong condemnation of the massive
and extremely grave violations of human rights for which the
Government of Iraq is responsible, resulting in an all-pervasive
order of repression and oppression which is sustained by
broad-based discrimination and widespread terror;

3. Expresses its condemnation with regard to the
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law,
in particular of:

(@) Summary and arbitrary executions, including
political killings;

(b) The widespread routine practice of systematic
torture in its most cruel forms;

(¢) The enactment and implementation of decrees
prescribing cruel and unusual punishment, namely mutilation,
as a penalty for certain offences and the abuse and diversion of
medical-care services for the purpose of such mutilations;

(d) Enforced or involuntary disappearances, routinely
practised arbitrary arrests and detention and consistent and
routine failure to respect due process and the rule of law;

(e) Suppression of freedom of thought, information,
expression, association and assembly through fear of arrest,
imprisonment and other sanctions, including the death penalty,
as well as harsh limitations to freedom of movement;

4. Welcomes the memorandum of understanding
reached in May 1996 between Iraq and the Secretary-General
to implement Security Council resolution 986 (1995) and to
respond to the serious humanitarian situation in Iraq
perpetuated by the non-compliance of the Government of Iraq
with various Security Council resolutions;

5. Urges the Government of Iraq to cooperate with the
United Nations with a view to ensuring the implementation of
Security Council resolution 986 (1995), in accordance with the
agreement reached in May 1996 that medicines, health
supplies, foodstuffs and other humanitarian supplies purchased
with the proceeds of the sale of Iragi petroleum and petroleum
products be distributed to the Iraqi population equitably and on
a non-discriminatory basis;

6.  Again expresses its special alarm at the policies of
the Government of Iraq, which discriminate between regions
and prevent the equitable enjoyment of basic foodstuffs and
medical supplies, and calls upon [raq, which has sole
responsibility in this regard, to take steps to cooperate with
international humanitarian agencies in the provision of relief
to those in need throughout Iraq;

3% See A/51/496 and Add.1.



