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of the region will promote the objectives of the zone of
peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic,

Aware of the importance that the States of the zone at-
tach to the region’s environment, and recognizing the
threat that pollution from any source poses to the marine
and coastal environment, its ecological balance and its re-
sources,

1. Reaffirms the importance of the purposes and objec-
tives of the zone of peace and cooperation of the South
Atlantic as a basis for the promotion of cooperation among
the countries of the region;

2. Calls upon all States to cooperate in the promotion
of the objectives established in the declaration of the zone
of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic and to re-
frain from any action inconsistent with those objectives
and with the Charter of the United Nations and relevant
resolutions of the Organization, particularly action which
may create or aggravate situations of tension and potential
conflict in the region;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of
24 October 1995.32 submitted in accordance with its reso-
lution 49/26 of 2 December 1994;

4. Recalls the agreement reached at the third meeting
of the States members of the zone, held at Brasilia in 1994,
to encourage democracy and political pluralism and, in ac-
cordance with the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights
on 25 June 1993,3 to promote and defend all human rights
and fundamental freedoms and to cooperate towards the
achievement of those goals;

5. Welcomes the progress towards the full entry into
force of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weap-
ons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of
Tlatelolco),* and the conclusion of a treaty on a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in Africa;

6. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the in-
ternational community, in accordance with Security Coun-
cil resolution 976 (1995) of 8 February 1995, aimed at con-
tributing to an effective and lasting peace in Angola on the
basi}s6 of the “Acordos de Bicesse™* and the Lusaka Proto-
col;

7. Also welcomes recent positive developments in the
situation of Liberia, including progress towards peace and
national reconciliation in accordance with the Abuja
Agreement®” to supplement the Cotonou®® and Akosombo*
Agreedr;ients as subsequently clarified by the Accra Agree-
ment;

8. Commends the efforts of Member States and hu-
manitarian organizations to render humanitarian assistance
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to Angola and Liberia, and urges them to continue to pro-
vide and to increase such assistance;

9. Affirms the importance of the South Atlantic to
global maritime and commercial transactions and its deter-
mination to preserve the region for all activities protected
by international law, as reflected in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea;*!

10. Further welcomes the offer by South Africa to host
at Cape Town, on 1 and 2 April 1996, the fourth meeting
of the States members of the zone;

11. Requests the relevant organizations, organs and
bodies of the United Nations system to render all appropri-
ate assistance which States of the zone may seek in their
joint efforts to implement the declaration of the zone of
peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the imple-
mentation of resolution 41/11 and subsequent resolutions
on the matter under review and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-first session, taking into ac-
count, inter alia, the views expressed by Member States;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-first session the item entitled “Zone of peace and co-
operation of the South Atlantic”.
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50/19. Participation of volunteers, “White Helmets”,
in activities of the United Nations in the field of
humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and techni-

cal cooperation for development

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 49/139 B of 20 December
1994,

Reaffirming also its resolutions 46/182 of 19 December
1991, in particular the guiding principles on humanitarian
assistance embodied in the annex thereto, 47/168 of 22 De-
cember 1992 and 48/57 of 14 December 1993,

Recalling Economic and Social Council decision
1993/205 of 12 February 1993 and the agreed conclusions
of the coordination segment of the Council of 1993,% and
Council resolution 1995/44 of 27 July 1995,

Recognizing, in the light of the increasing number and
growing magnitude and complexity of natural disasters and
other emergencies, the need to utilize fully the national po-
tential of countries in providing the United Nations system,
on a stand-by basis, with support for its activities in the
area of humanitarian emergency assistance, as well as in
the promotion of a smooth transition from relief to reha-
bilitation, reconstruction and development, which should
contribute to more coordinated responses in these fields,

1. Takes note with interest of the report of the Secretary-
General® and the note by the Secretariat,* prepared in pur-
suance of Economic and Social Council resolution
1995/44, on the participation of volunteers, “White Hel-
mets”, in activities of the United Nations in the field of
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humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical coopera-
tion for development, as well as of the initial projects un-
dertaken in the implementation of resolution 49/139 B;

2. Commends the activities and experiences of the
United Nations Volunteers, including the White Helmets,
deployed in the context of the implementation of resolution
49/139 B, as well as other experiences developed to im-
prove, in accordance with resolutions 46/182 and 49/139 B,
the capability for a quick and coordinated response to natu-
ral disasters and other emergencies, while preserving the
non-political, neutral and impartial character of humanita-
rian action;

3. Encourages voluntary national and regional actions
aimed at making available to the United Nations system,
through the United Nations Volunteers, national volunteer
corps such as the White Helmets on a stand-by basis, in
accordance with accepted United Nations procedures and
practices, in order to provide specialized human and tech-
nical resources for emergency relief and rehabilitation, and
in this regard notes with satisfaction the establishment, in
particular in developing countries, of national volunteer
corps such as the White Helmets;

4. Encourages also the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs of the Secretariat, as part of its function of coordi-
nation of humanitarian assistance, and the relevant bodies
of the United Nations, in accordance with their respective
mandates, to make use of the White Helmets and other
United Nations volunteers in the area of humanitarian
emergency assistance, as well as to support a smooth tran-
sition from relief to rehabilitation, reconstruction and de-
velopment;

5. Recognizes, in this context, the operational role of
the United Nations Volunteers in the selection, training,
deployment and effective utilization of the White Helmets
at the field level;

6. Calis upon countries in a position to do so to con-
tribute to the distinct window created to this end, in accord-
ance with paragraph 6 (b) of resolution 49/139 B, within
the Special Voluntary Fund of the United Nations Volun-
teers;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-second session, in the context of
the cluster of issues related to the item “Strengthening of
the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assist-
ance of the United Nations, including special economic as-
sistance”, on the technical, institutional and financial vi-
ability of the initiative.
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50/21. Middle East peace process

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 49/88 of 16 December 1994 and
Economic and Social Council resolution 1995/52 of 28
July 1995,

Stressing that the achievement of a comprehensive, just
and lasting settlement of the Middle East conflict will con-
stitute a significant contribution to strengthening interna-
tional peace and security,

Recalling the convening of the Peace Conference on the
Middle East at Madrid on 30 October 1991, on the basis
of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 Novem-

ber 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, and the sub-
sequent bilateral negotiations, as well as the meetings of
the multilateral working groups, and noting with satisfac-
tion the broad international support for the peace process,

Noting the continuing positive participation of the
United Nations as a full extraregional participant in the
work of the multilateral working groups,

Bearing in mind the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements, signed by the Govem-
ment of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization, the representative of the Palestinian people, in
Washington on 13 September 1993,% and the subsequent
Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area, signed
by the Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization at Cairo on 4 May 1994,% their 29
August 1994 Agreement on the Preparatory Transfer of
Powers and Responsibilities, the Protocol on Further
Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities signed by the
Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation at Cairo on 27 August 1995, and the Interim Agree-
ment on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, sigaed by the Gov-
ernment of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization
in Washington on 28 September 1995,

Also bearing in mind the Agreement between Israel and
Jordan on the Common Agenda, signed in Washington on
14 September 1993, the Washington Declaration, signed
by Jordan and Israel on 25 July 1994.#7 and the Treaty of
Peace between the State of Israel and the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan, of 26 October 19944

Welcoming the Declaration of the Middle East/North Af-
rica Economic Summit held at Casablanca from 30 October
to 1 November 1994,* as well as the Declaration of the
Middle East/North Africa Economic Summit held at Am-
man from 29 to 31 October 1995,

1. Welcomes the peace process started at Madrid, and
supports the subsequent bilateral negotiations;

2. Stresses the importance of, and need for, achieving
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

3. Expresses its full support for the achievements of
the peace process thus far, in particular the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements,
signed by the Government of the State of Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the representative of the
Palestinian People, the subsequent Agreement on the Gaza
Strip and the Jericho Area, signed by the Government of
the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion, their 29 August 1994 Agreement on the Preparatory
Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities, the Protocol on
Further Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities signed by
the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization at Cairo on 27 August 1995, the Interim Agree-
ment on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, signed by the Gov-
ernment of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization
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