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Right to Development, to assess whether the Working Group
has been able to complete its mandate and to consider thor-
oughly the necessity to reconvene the Working Group;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue
coordination of the various activities with regard to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Devel-
opment;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to ask the
Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat to provide a
programmatic follow-up on the implementation of the
Declaration on the Right to Development, as part of the
efforts to implement the Vienna Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action;

7. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, within his mandate, to continue to take
steps for the promotion and protection of the right to de-
velopment by, inter alia, working in conjunction with the
Centre for Human Rights and drawing on the expertise of
the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the
United Nations system related to the field of development;

8. Supports the current initiatives of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, within his
mandate, to consult with all relevant bodies, funds, programmes
and specialized agencies of the United Nations system on
how they may promote the right to development;

9. Invites the regional commissions and regional inter-
governmental organizations to consider how they may
contribute to the realization of the right to development,
including through convening meetings of governmental
experts and representative non-governmental and grass-
roots organizations for the purpose of seeking arrange-
ments or agreements for the implementation of the Decla-
ration on the Right to Development through international
cooperation;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Com-
mission on Human Rights at its fifty-second session and
the General Assembly at its fifty-first session of the activi-
ties of the organizations, funds, programmes and special-
ized agencies of the United Nations system for the imple-
mentation of the Declaration on the Right to Development;

11. Calils upon the Commission on Human Rights to
continue to make proposals to the General Assembly,
through the Economic and Social Council, on the future
course of action on the question, in particular on practical
measures for the implementation and enhancement of the
Declaration on the Right to Development, taking into ac-
count the conclusions and recommendations of the Global
Consultation on the Realization of the Right to Develop-
ment as a Human Right and the reports of the Working
Group on the Right to Development;

12. Reiterates its commitment to implementing the
results of the World Conference on Human Rights, which
reaffirm that all human rights are universal, indivisible, inter-
dependent and interrelated and that democracy, develop-
ment and respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;

13.  Calls upon all States to address, within the decla-
rations and programmes of action adopted by the relevant
international conferences convened by the United Nations,
the elements for the promotion and protection of the prin-
ciples of the right to development, as set out in the Decla-
ration on the Right to Development;

14.  Decides to consider this question at its fifty-first
session under the sub-item entitled “Human rights questions,

including alternative approaches for improving the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms”.

99th plenary meeting
22 December 1995

50/185. Strengthening the role of the United Nations
in enhancing the effectiveness of the principle
of periodic and genuine elections and the pro-

motion of democratization

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject, espe-
cially resolutions 48/131 of 20 December 1993 and 49/190
of 23 December 1994,

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human
Rights on 25 June 19933 especially the recognition therein
that assistance provided upon the request of Governments
for the conduct of free and fair elections, including assist-
ance in the human rights aspects of clections and public
information about elections, is of particular importance in
the strengthening and building of institutions relating to
human rights and the strengthening of a pluralistic civil
society, and that special emphasis should be given to meas-
ures that assist in achieving those goals, '8

Reaffirming that electoral assistance and support for the
promotion of democratization are provided only at the
specific request of the Member State concerned,

Recognizing the usefulness of a comprehensive and bal-
anced approach in the activities carried out by the United
Nations in this field in order to contribute to the strength-
ening of both democracy and human rights within the
country concerned,

Welcoming the support provided by States to the elec-
toral assistance activities of the United Nations, inter alia,
through the provision of experts and electoral observers,
as well as through contributions to the United Nations
Trust Fund for Electoral Observation,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic
and genuine elections, '8

Noting the continuing high level and evolving nature of
requests for electoral assistance by Member States,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
United Nations activities aimed at enhancing the effective-
ness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections;'*

2. Commends the electoral assistance provided to
Member States at their request by the United Nations, re-
quests that such assistance continue on a case-by-case basis
in accordance with the guidelines on electoral assistance,
recognizing that the fundamental responsibility of organ-
izing free and fair elections lies with Governments, and
also requests the Electoral Assistance Division of the De-
partment of Political Affairs of the Secretariat to continue
to inform Member States on a regular basis about the re-
quests received, responses given to these requests and the
nature of the assistance provided;

3. Requests that the United Nations continue its efforts
to ensure, before undertaking to provide electoral assist-
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ance to a requesting State, that there is adequate time to
organize and carry out an effective mission for providing
such assistance, that conditions exist to allow a free and
fair election and that provisions can be made for adequate
and comprehensive reporting of the results of the mission;

4. Commends the steps taken by the United Nations to
ensure the continuation and consolidation of the democra-
tization process in certain Member States requesting assist-
ance, including the provision of assistance before and
after elections have taken place and needs-assessment mis-
sions aimed at recommending programmes which might
contribute to the consolidating of the democratization
process, and requests that such efforts be strengthened;

5. Recommends that the Electoral Assistance Division
provide post-election assistance, as appropriate, to request-
ing States and electoral institutions, in order to contribute
to the stability and continuity of their electoral processes,
as provided for in the report of the Secretary-General, and
that it study, in cooperation with relevant United Nations
offices, ways of defining more clearly the activities re-
lated to democratic consolidation which the United Na-
tions might usefully undertake in assisting the efforts of
interested States in this regard; '

6. Reguests the Secretary-General to take further steps
to support States which request assistance by, inter alia,
enabling the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in accordance with his mandate and
through the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat, to
support democratization activities related to human rights
concerns, including human rights training and education,
assistance for human rights-related legislative reform,
strengthening and reform of the judiciary, assistance to
national human rights institutions and advisory services
on treaty accession, reporting and international obligations
as related to human rights;

7. Commends the programmes of assistance carried
out by the United Nations Development Programme for
civil service reform and for governance, especially those
for strengthening participation and linkages between con-
cerned sectors of society and Governments;

8. Recalls the establishment by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Trust Fund for Electoral Observa-
tion, and calls upon Member States to consider contribut-
ing to the Fund;

9. Stresses the importance of coordination within the
United Nations system, including cooperation with the
Centre for Human Rights, the Department for Develop-
ment Support and Management Services of the Secretariat
and the United Nations Development Programme, which
provide advisory services and technical assistance to re-
questing Member States, and encourages the Electoral
Assistance Division to strengthen its collaboration with the
Centre, including through an exchange of personnel when
appropriate, and with the Department and the Programme
and to continue to inform them of requests submitted in
the area of electoral assistance;

10.  Notes with appreciation additional efforts being
made to enhance cooperation with other international, gov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations in order to
facilitate more comprehensive and need-specific responses
to requests for electoral assistance;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Electoral Assistance Division with adequate human and
financial resources, under the regular budget of the Organi-

zation and within existing resources, to allow it to carry
out its mandate, and to continue to ensure that the Centre
for Human Rights is able to respond, within its mandate
and in close coordination with the Electoral Assistance
Division, to the increasing number of requests from
Member States for advisory services;

12. Notes the evolution in the nature of requests for
assistance and the growing need for specific types of ex-
pert assistance aimed at supporting and strengthening the
existing capability of the requesting Government, in particu-
lar through enhancing the capacity of electoral institutions;

13. Recommends that the Secretary-General consider
ways to continue to imprcve coordination and to
strengthen further the efforts of the Electoral Assistance
Division, the Centre for Human Rights and the United
Nations system in general to respond to its increased and
evolving responsibilities and enlarged mandate in the field
of electoral assistance and democratization as reflected in
the present resolution, and to include his recommendations
in this regard in his report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-second session;

14.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-second session on the imple-
mentation of resolution 49/190 and the present resolution,
1n particular on the status of requests from Member States
for electoral assistance and verification, and on his efforts
to enhance the Organization’s support of the democratiza-
tion process in Member States.

99th plenary meeting
22 December 1995

50/186. Human rights and terrorism

The General Assembly,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Fights,® the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Rela-
tions and Cooperation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations'®¢ and the International
Covenants on Human Rights,?

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Occasion of the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Unied Nations,'®’

Taking into account the fact “hat acts of terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations a med at the destruction of
human rights have continued despite national and interna-
tional efforts,

Bearing in mind that the most essential and basic human
right is the right to life,

Bearing in mind also that terrorism creates an environ-
ment that destroys the freedom from fear of the people,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of

Action, adopted by the Worli Conference on Human
Rights on 25 June 1993}

Recalling also its resolutions 48/122 of 20 December
1993 and 49/185 of 23 December 1994,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution
1995/43 of 3 March 1995,

Reiterating that all States have an obligation to promote
and protect human rights and findamental freedoms, and

186Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex
187See resolution 50/6.



