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50/ 162. Proposed nerger of the Internationa
Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wnen and the United Nations
Devel opnent Fund for Wnen

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 48/ 111 of 20 Decenber 1993 regarding the
proposal to nmerge the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wmen and the United Nations Devel opnment Fund for Women,

Recalling also its resolution 49/160 of 23 Decenber 1994 regarding the
pr oposed rmerger,

Bearing in mind the report of the Secretary-General of 7 July 1994, 1/
subm tted pursuant to resolution 48/111

Bearing in nmind also the report of the Advisory Conmittee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions of 7 Septenber 1994, 2/ prepared in
conpliance with resolution 48/111

Taking into consideration its request to the Secretary-General, in
resol ution 49/160, that he submt, through the Advisory Conmittee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions, an updated report which would contain,
inter alia, the information requested by the Econonmi c and Social Council in
its decision 1993/235 of 27 July 1993 and by the General Assenbly in
par agraphs 2 and 3 of resolution 48/111, as well as the additional information
requested by the Advisory Committee,

1/ A 49/ 217- E/ 1994/ 103.

/ A 49/ 365- E/ 1994/ 1109.
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Al so taking into consideration paragraph 5 of resolution 49/160, in
which it requested the Economic and Social Council to re-examne the issue at
a resunmed session to take place after the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and
before the Third Committee of the General Assenbly considered the question of
t he advancenent of womnen, taking into account the deliberations of the
Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wnen at its thirty-ninth session, the Fourth
Worl d Conference on Wnen and the Advisory Conmittee on Adm nistrative and
Budget ary Questions concerning institutional arrangenents in the United
Nati ons system for the advancenent of wonen,

Keeping in mnd that the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen did not give
an opinion on this matter, as requested by the General Assenbly in resolution
49/ 160, owing to the lack of the docunents requested therein

Keeping in mind also that the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen did not
di scuss the proposed merger of the Institute and the Fund, but outlined their
mandat es separately and distinctly,

Taki ng note of the opinion expressed in the report of the Joint
I nspection Unit, entitled "The advancenent of wonen through and in the
programmes of the United Nations system what happens after the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wnen?", 3/ that the vast majority of wonen, and the nost
pressing problens for wonen, are in the developing world and that therefore at
| east one of the specific United Nations wonmen's units should al so be based
t here,

1. Takes note of the note by the Secretariat 4/ prepared pursuant to
Ceneral Assenbly resol ution 49/ 160;

2. Takes note also of the report of the Advisory Conmittee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions; 5/

3. Reaffirns the view expressed in paragraph 360 of the Platformfor
Action adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Wnen at Beijing on 15
Sept ember 1995 6/ that, recognizing the roles of United Nations funds,
programes and speci alized agencies, in particular the special roles of the
United Nations Devel opnment Fund for Whnen and the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancenent of Wonen, in the pronotion of the
enpower nent of wonen and, therefore, in the inplenentation of the Platformfor
Action within their respective mandates, inter alia, in research, training and
information activities for the advancenent of wonen, as well as technical and
financial assistance to incorporate a gender perspective in devel opnent
efforts, the resources provided by the international community need to be
sufficient and shoul d be maintai ned at an adequate | evel;

3/ See A/ 50/509, para. 225.

4/ A/ 50/ 747- E/ 1995/ 126

5/ A/ 50/ 785- E/ 1995/ 128.

6/ A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |, resolution 1, annex Il
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4. Concurs with the views expressed in paragraphs 334 and 335 of the
Platformfor Action concerning the mandates of the Institute and the Fund;

5. Regrets that, owing to the absence of sufficient information on
the I egal, technical and adm nistrative inplications of the proposed nerger
it is currently unable to decide on the proposed nerger

6. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral to inplenent the mandates set out in
its resolution 49/163 of 23 Decenber 1994,

7. Recommends that the interaction between the Conmi ssion on the
Status of Wonen, the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wonen, the Conmittee on the Elimination of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen, the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen of the Secretariat
and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen should be revi ewed and
rationalized within the context of ongoing efforts to revitalize the Econonic
and Social Council in pursuance of a stronger, nore unified programre for the
advancenent of wonen as requested in paragraph 2 of resolution 48/ 111

8. Al so recommends that any proposal dealing with the institutiona
structure and the mandates of the different United Nations bodies dealing with
t he advancenent of wonen nust be considered part of the general restructuring
exercise of the United Nations.

99t h plenary neeting

22 Decenber 1995



