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47/98. Respect for the principles enshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations and international law in the fight
against drug abuse and illicit trafficking

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 46/101 of 16 December 1991,

Conscious that the adoption of the Political Declaration and the Global
Programme of Action 1/ at its seventeenth special session, devoted to the
question of international cooperation against illicit production, supply,
demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, was an important step in the harmonization of the efforts of all
to combat this scourge of mankind,

Reaffirming the purpose of the United Nations to develop friendly
relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to
strengthen universal peace,

Convinced that the intensification of international cooperation and
concerted action among States is the fundamental basis for confronting the
problem of drug abuse and illicit trafficking,

Recognizing that the international fight against illicit trafficking
should be pursued in full conformity with the principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law,
particularly respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States,
non-interference in the internal affairs of States, and non-use of force or
the threat of force in international relations,

1/ Resolution S-17/2, annex.
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1. Reaffirms that the fight against drug abuse and illicit
trafficking should continue to be based on strict respect for the principles
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and international law,
particularly respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States
and non-use of force or the threat of force in international relations;

2. €alls upon all States to intensify their actions to promote
effective cooperation in the efforts to combat drug abuse and illicit
trafficking, so as to contribute to a climate conducive to achieving this end,
and to refrain from using the issue for political purposes;

3. Reaffirms that the international fight against drug trafficking
should not in any way justify violation of the principles enshrined in the
Charter and international law, particularly the right of all peoples freely to
determine, without external interference, their political status and to pursue
their economic, social and cultural development, and that every State has the
duty to respect this right in accordance with the provisions of the Charter;

4. Invites the Secretary-General, in preparing the report to be
submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, and the
Executive Director of the United Nations International Drug Control Programme,
to continue to give due consideration to the principles set out in the present
resolution;

S. Decides to consider at its forty-eighth session the question of
respect for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and
international law in the fight against drug abuse and illicit trafficking
under the item entitled "International drug control”.
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