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Article 2

1. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities (hereinafter referred to as persons belonging to minorities)
have the right to enjoy their own culture, to prefess and practise their
own teligion, and to use their own language, in private and in public,
freely and without interference or any form of discrimination.

2. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to participate ef-
fectively in cultural, religious, social, economic and public life.

3. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to participate
effectively in decisions on the national and, where appropriate, re-
gional level conceming the minority to which they belong or the re-
gions in which they live, in a manner not incompatible with national
legislation.

4. Persons belonging to minorities have the night to establish and
maintain their own associations.

5. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to establish and
maintain, without any discrimination, free and peaceful contacts with
other members of their group and with persons belonging to other mi-
norities, as well as contacts across frontiers with citizens of other
States to whom they are related by national or cthnic, religious or lin-
guistic ties.

Article 3

1. Persons belonging to minorities may exercise their rights, in-
cluding those set forth in the present Declaration, individually as well
as in community with other members of their group, without any dis-
crimination.

2. No disadvantage shall resuit for any person belonging to a mi-
nority as the consequence of the exercise or non-exercise of the rights
set forth in the present Declaration.

Article 4

1. States shall take measures where required to ensure that persons
belonging to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all their hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and
in full equality before the law.

2. States shall take measures to create favourable conditions to en-
able persons belonging to minorities to express their characteristics
and to develop their culture, language, religion, traditions and cus-
toms, except where specific practices are in viclation of national law
and contrary to international standards.

3. Suates should take appropriate measures so that, wherever pos-
sible, persons belonging to minoritics may have adequate opportuni-
ties to learn their mother tongue or to have instruction i their mother
tongue.

4. States should, where appropriate, take measures in the field of
education, in order to encourage knowledge of the history, traditions,
language and culture of the minorities existing within their territory.
Persons belonging to minorities should have adequate opportunities to
gain knowledge of the society as a whele.

5. States should consider appropriate measures so that persons be-
longing to minoritics may participate fully in the economic progress
and development in their country.

Article 5

1. National policies and programmes shall be planned and imple-
mented with due regard for the legitimate interests of persons belonging
to minorities.

2. Programmes of cooperation and assistance among States should
be planned and implemented with due regard for the legitimate inter-
ests of persons belonging to minorities.

Article 6

States should cooperate on questions relating to persons belonging
to minorities, infer alia, exchanging information and experiences, in
order to promote mutual understanding and confidence.

Article 7

States should cooperate in order to promote respect for the rights

set forth in the present Declaration,
Article 8

1. Nothing in the present Declaration shall prevent the fuifilment
of international obligations of States in relatior to persons belonging

to minorities. In particular, States shall fulfil in good faith the obliga-
tions and commitments they have assumed under international treaties
and agreements to which they are parties.

2. The exercise of the rights sct forth in the present Declaration
shall not prejudice the enjoyment by all persons of universally recog-
nized human rights and fundamental freedoins.

3. Measures taken by States to ensure the effective enjoyment of
the rights set forth in the present Declaration shall not prima facie be
considered contrary to the principle of equality contained in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

4, Nothing in the present Declaration may be construed as permit-
ting any activity contrary to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations, including sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political
independence of States.

Article 9

The specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Na-
tions system shall contribute to the full realization of the rights and
principles set forth in the present Declaration, within their respective
fields of competence.

47/136. Summary or arbitrary executions

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,?
which guarantees the right to life, liberty and security of
person,

Having regard to the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,'** in which it is
stated that every human being has the inherent right to life,
that this right shall be protected by law and that no one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life,

Recalling its resolution 36/22 of 9 November 1981, in
which it condemned the practice of summary and arbitrary
executions, and its resolutions 37/182 of 17 December
1982, 38/96 of 16 December 1983, 39/110 of 14 December
1984, 40/143 of 13 December 1985, 41/144 of 4 December
1986, 42/141 of 7 December 1987, 43/151 of 8 December
1988, 44/159 of 15 December 1989 and 45/162 of 18
December 1990,

Deeply alarmed at the continued occurrence on a large
scale of summary or arbitrary executions, including extra-
legal executions,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and the safeguards guarantee-
ing protection of the rights of those facing the death
penalty annexed thereto, which resolution was endorsed
by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in its
resolution 15,'%7

Welcoming the close cooperation established between
the Centre for Human Rights and the Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control'*® with regard
to questions relating to extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions,

Convinced of the need for appropriate action to combat
and eventually eliminate the abhorrent practice of extra-
judicial, summary or arbitrary executions, which represents
a flagrant violation of the most fundamental right, the right
to life,

1. Once again strongly condemns the large number of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions which con-
tinue to take place throughout the world;
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2. Demands that the practice of summary or arbitrary
executions be brought to an end;

3. Appeals urgently to Governments, United Nations
bodies, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernmen-
tal organizations and non-governmental organizations to
take effective action to combat and eliminate summary or
arbitrary executions, including extra-legal executions;

4. Reaffirms Economic and Social Council decision
1992/242 of 20 July 1992, in which the Council approved
the decision of the Commission on Human Rights'®® to ap-
point a special rapporteur for three years to consider ques-
tions related to summary or arbitrary executions and also
approved the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General
to continue to provide all necessary assistance to the Special
Rapporteur;

5. Urges all Governments, in particular those that have
consistently not responded to communications transmitted
to them by the Special Rapporteur, and all others con-
cerned to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur
so that he may carry out his mandate effectively;

6. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his
mandate, to respond effectively to information that comes
before him, in particular when a summary or arbitrary exe-
cution is imminent or threatened, or when such an execu-
tion has recently occurred, and, furthermore, to promote
exchanges of views between Governments and those who
provide reliable information to the Special Rapporteur,
where the Special Rapporteur considers that such ex-
changes of information might be useful;

7. Welcomes the recommendations made by the Special
Rapporteur in his reports to the Commission on Human
Rights at its forty-fourth, forty-fifth, forty-sixth, forty-
seventh and forty-eighth sessions'® with a view to eliminating
summary or arbitrary executions;

8. Encourages Governments, international organiza-
tions and non-governmental organizations to organize
training programmes and support projects with a view to
training or educating law enforcement officers in human
rights issues connected with their work, and appeals to
the international community to support endeavours to
that end;

9. Considers that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying
out his mandate, should continue to seek and receive infor-
mation from Governments, United Nations bodies, special-
ized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations
and non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council, as well as medical
and forensic experts;

10.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro-
vide all necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur so
that he may effectively carry out his mandate;

11. Again requests the Secretary-General to continue
to use his best endeavours in cases where the minimum
standard of legal safeguards provided for in articles 6, 14
and 15 of the International Covenant op Civil and Political
Rights appears not to have been respected;

12. Requests the Commission on Human Rights at its
forty-ninth session, on the basis of the report of the Special
Rapporteur, to make recommendations concerning appro-
priate action to combat and eventually eliminate the abhor-
rent practice of summary or arbitrary executions.

92nd plenary meeting
18 December 1992

47/137. Alternative approaches and ways and means
within the United Nations system for improv-
ing the effective enjoyment of human rights

and fundamental freedoms

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in the Charter of the United Nations the
peoples of the United Nations declared their determination
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dig-
nity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights
of men and women and of nations large and small and to
employ international machinery for the promotion of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples,

Recalling also the purposes and principles of the Charter
to achieve international cooperation in solving interna-
tional problems of an economic, social, cultural or humani-
tarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect
for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Emphasizing the significance and validity of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights? and of the Interna-
tional Covenants on Human Rights'¢ in promoting respect
for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms,

Recalling its resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977,
in which it decided that the approach to future work
within the United Nations system with respect to human
rights questions should take into account the concepts set
forth in that resolution,

Noting with concern that many of the principles enun-
ciated in resolution 32/130 have not yet been taken into
consideration by the international community with all
the necessary dynamism and objectivity,

Emphasizing the special importance of the purposes and
principles proclaimed in the Declaration on the Right to
Development, contained in the annex to its resolution
41/128 of 4 December 1986,

Recalling its resolutions concerning the right to devel-
opment, and also its resolution 45/155 of 18 December
1990, in which it decided that one of the objectives of the
World Conference on Human Rights to be held in 1993
would be to examine the relation between development and
the enjoyment of economic, social and cultura! rights as
well as civil and political rights, recognizing the impor-
tance of creating the conditions whereby everyone may en-
joy those rights,

Taking into account the final documents of the Tenth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 1 to 6 September
1992,

Reiterating that the right to development is an inalien-
able human right and that equality of development oppor-
tunities is a prerogative beth of nations and of individuals
within nations,

Expressing its particular concern about the progressive
worsening of living conditions in the developing world and
the negative impact thereof on the full enjoyment of human
rights, and especially about the very serious economic situ-
ation of the African continent and the disastrous effects of
the heavy burden of the external debt for the penples of
Africa, Asia and Latin America,

Reiterating its profound conviction that all human rights
and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdepen-



