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Care

10. Older persons should benefit from family and community care and
protection in accordance with each society’s system of cultural values.

11. Older persons should have access to health care 1o help them to
maintain or regain the optimum levei of physical, mental and emotional
well-being and to prevent or delay the onset of iliness.

12. Older persons should have access to social and legal services to
enhance their autonomy, protection and care.

13. Older persons should be able to utilize appropriate levels of insti-
tutional care providing protection, rehabilitation and social and mentai
stimulation in a humane and secure environment.

14. Older persons should be able to enjoy human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms when residing in any shelter, care or treatment facility, in-
cluding full respect for their dignity, beliefs, needs and privacy and for the
right to make decisions about their care and the quality of their lives.

Self-fulfiiment

15. Older persons should be able to pursue opportunities for the full
development of their potential.

16. Older persons should have access to the educational, cultural,
spiritual and recreational resources of society.

Dignity

17. Older persons should be able to live in dignity and security and be

free of exploitation and physical or mental abuse.

18. Older persons should be treated fairly regardiess of age, gender,
racial or ethnic background, disability or other status, and be valued inde-
pendently of their economic contribution.

46/92. Preparation for and observance of the Interna-
tional Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/82 of 8 December 1989, in
which it proclaimed 1994 as International Year of the Fam-
ily, designated the Commission for Social Development as
the preparatory body and the Economic and Social Council
as the coordinating body for the Year, and requested the
Secretary-General to prepare, on the basis of his report and
in consultation with Member States, concerned special-
ized agencies and interested intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, a draft programme for the
preparation for and observance of the Year,

Recalling also its resolution 45/133 of 14 December
1990, in which it invited all Governments, specialized
agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions concerned, as well as interested national organiza-
tions, to exert all possible efforts in the preparation for
and observance of the Year, and requested the Secretary-
General to finalize a draft programme for the preparation
for and observance of the Year and to submit it for consid-
eration by the Commission for Social Development at its
session in 1991 and by the General Assembly at its forty-
sixth session,

Conscious of the existence of various concepts of the
family in different socio-political and cultural systems,

Noting with satisfaction that the unanimous proclama-
tion by the General Assembly of 1994 as International
Year of the Family has increased the awareness and high-
lighted the importance of family issues among Govern-
ments, specialized agencies, regional commissions and in-
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as
well as interested national organizations and, consequently,
has promoted a better knowledge of the economic, social
and demographic processes affecting families and their
members and has focused attention on the equal rights and
responsibilities of all family members,

Expressing its appreciation to Governments, specialized
agencies and the non-governmental organizations con-
cerned for the activities they have already undertaken in
support of the objectives of the International Year of the
Family, thereby increasing awareness of family issues at
local and national levels,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
entitled “Preparation for and observance of the Interna-
tional Year of the Family”

1. Approves for implementation the proposals made by
the Secretary-General in his report;

2. Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, re-
gional commissions and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned to step up all pos-
sible efforts in the preparation for and observance of the
International Year of the Family;

3. Welcomes the establishment by the Secretary-General
of the Voluntary Trust Fund for the International Year of
the Family;

4, Reaffirms its invitation to all States to take prompt
action to establish national mechanisms, such as coordinat-
ing committees, to prepare for, observe and follow up the
Year, in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulating
and harmonizing the activities of the governmental and
non-governmental agencies and organizations concerned
with the preparation for and observance of the Year;

5. Requests the relevant United Nations preparatory
and coordinating bodies for the Year to keep preparations
for the Year under constant review;

6. Invites Governments, as far as possible, to contrib-
ute resources, including staff, to the secretariat of the Year;

7. [Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, re-
gional commissions and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned, as well as inter-
ested national organizations, to exert all possible efforts in
the preparation for and observance of the Year and to co-
operate closely with the Secretary-General in achieving the
objectives of the Year;

8. Requests that in the planning and executing of pro-
grammes and activities for the Year, special attention
should be given to socio-economic and cultural conditions
in developing countries as they affect the approaches taken
to family issues;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide effective
means of coordination between the secretariat of the Year
and the relevant non-governmental organizations, in sup-
port of the Year;

10. Urges the Secretary-General to provide adequate
staff to the secretariat of the Year and to reflect its strength-
ening in the proposed programme budget for the biennium
1992-1993;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Commission for Social Development at its thirty-third ses-
sion on the state of preparations for the Year;

12. Invites the Commission for Social Development to
ensure that all plans, programmes and activities related to
the family are in accordance with the concept of equality
between women and men as expressed in the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women,* and to ensure that the principle relating to poli-
cies aimed at fostering equality between women and men,
as outlined in the report of the Secretary-General > is re-
flected in the programme of the year;
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13. Reguests the Commission for Social Development
to keep the Commission on the Status of Women informed
of the preparations for the Year;

14. Decides to consider the question of the Interna-
tional Year of the Family, on the basis of a report of the
Secretary-General, at its forty-eighth session under the
item entitled “Social development”.

74th plenary meeting
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46/93.

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 42/104 of 7 December 1987, by
which it proclaimed 1990 as International Literacy Year,

Recalling also its resolution 45/126 of 14 December
1990,

Recalling further that in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights® and the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights?¢ the inalienable right of
every individual to education is recognized,

Bearing in mind the Plan of Action for Implementing the
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Devel-
opment of Children in the 1990s,% adopted by the World
Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and 30 Sep-
tember 1990,

Mindful of the fact that eradication of illiteracy is one of
the paramount objectives of the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade

Emphasizing that widespread illiteracy, especially in
many developing countries, seriously hinders the process
of economic and social development and the cultural and
spiritual advancement of society,

Convinced that literacy, especially functional literacy
and adequate education, represents an indispensable ele-
ment for the development and harnessing of science, tech-
nology and human resources for economic and social
progress,

Confident that International Literacy Year and the World
Conference on Education for All held at Jomtien, Thailand,
from 5-9 March 1990, resulted in increased awareness and
support for literacy efforts and became a turning point in
the struggle for a literate world,

Appreciating the exemplary spirit of partnership and co-
operation among the sponsors of the Jomtien Conference
and underlining the importance of follow-up activities that
are necessary on the international, regional and national
levels in order to realize the objectives set forth in the
World Declaration on Education for All,%

Noting that the heads of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the World Bank and other sponsors of the Jomtien
Conference, in the Statement of Solidarity to Achieve Edu-
cation for All, called upon all countries and the interna-
tional community to join hands and to do all within their
power and resources to achieve the full letter and spirit of
the goal of ensuring basic education for all by the year
2000,

1. Notes with appreciation the commendable work
done in implementing the programme for International Lit-

International Literacy Year

eracy Year by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, other specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system;

2. Commends those Governments which have launched
national literacy programmes and attained notable progress
in meeting the objectives of the Year;

3. Notes with satisfaction the firm commitment and
active involvement of many non-governmental organiza-
tions, mass media and the private sector in support of the
Year;

4. Invites Member States, specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system and rele-
vant intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions to further intensify their efforts to increase literacy
and achieve education for all;

5. Appeals anew to Governments, economic and finan-
cial organizations and institutions, both national and inter-
national, to lend financial and material support to the ef-
forts to promote literacy;

6. Calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization to continue assuming the
role of lead organization in ensuring the follow-up to In-
ternational Literacy Year and the World Conference on
Education for All;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fiftieth session, in 1995, through the
Economic and Social Council, a report on the progress
made and problems encountered in the quest to achieve a
literate worid;

8. Decides to undertake, at its fiftieth session, a mid-
decade review of progress made and problems encountered
in the struggle against illiteracy, under the item entitled
*Social Development™.

74th plenary meeting
16 December 1991

46/94. Implementation of the International Plan of
Action on Agcing: integration of the elderly in

development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 40/30 of 29 November 1985, in
which it emphasized that the elderly must be considered
an important and necessary element in the development
process at all levels within a given society,

Recalling also its resolution 45/106 of 14 December
1990, in which it endorsed the action programme on ageing
for 1992 and beyond®' and urged wide participation in the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
International Plan of Action on Ageing,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1989/38 of 24 May 1989, in which the Council noted
that women constituted a larger part of the older population
and that in the years to come the number of elderly women
would increase more rapidly in the developing countries
than in the developed ones,

Noting with satisfaction the observance of the first In-
ternational Day for the Elderly on 1 October 1991,

Noting with appreciation the convening of the Expert
Group Meeting on Integration of Ageing and Elderly



