14 General Assembly—Forty-sixth Session

46/9. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 2621
(XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing the programme of
action for the full implementation of the Declaration,

Recalling also its previous resolutions, in particular
resolutions 3161 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3291
(XXIX) of 13 December 1974, 31/4 of 21 October 1976,
32/7 of 1 November 1977, 34/69 of 6 December 1979,
35/43 of 28 November 1980, 36/105 of 10 December
1981, 37/65 of 3 December 1982, 38/13 of 21 November
1983, 39/48 of 11 December 1984, 40/62 of 9 December
1985, 41/30 of 3 November 1986, 42/17 of 11 November
1987, 43/14 of 26 October 1988, 44/9 of 18 October
1989 and 45/11 of 1 November 1990, in which, inter
alia, it affirmed the unity and territorial integrity of the
Comoros,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 3385 (XXX) of 12
November 1975 on the admission of the Comoros to mem-
bership in the United Nations, in which it reaffirmed the
necessity of respecting the unity and territorial integrity of
the Comoro Archipelago, composed of the islands of An-
jouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte and Mohéli,

Recalling further that, in accordance with the agree-
ments between the Comoros and France, signed on 15 June
1973, concerning the accession of the Comoros to inde-
pendence, the results of the referendum of 22 December
1974 were to be considered on a global basis and not island
by island,

Convinced that a just and lasting solution to the question
of Mayotte is to be found in respect for the sovereignty,
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoro Archipelago,

Convinced also that a speedy solution of the problem is
essential for the preservation of the peace and security
which prevail in the region,

Bearing in mind the wish expressed by the President of
the French Republic to seek actively a just solution to that
problem,

Taking note of the repeated wish of the Government of
the Comoros to initiate as soon as possible a frank and se-
rious dialogue with the French Government with a view to
accelerating the return of the Comorian island of Mayotte
to the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,'”

Bearing in mind also the decisions of the Organization
of African Unity, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference on this
question,

1. Reaffirms the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal Re-
public of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte;

2. Invites the Government of France to honour the
commitments entered into prior to the referendum on the
self-determination of the Comoro Archipelago of 22 De-
cember 1974 conceming respect for the unity and territo-
rial integrity of the Comoros;

3. Calls for the translation into practice of the wish ex-
pressed by the President of the French Republic to seek
actively a just solution to the question of Mayotte;

4. Urges the Government of France to accelerate the
process of negotiations with the Government of the Como-

ros with a view to ensuring the effective and prompt return
of the island of Mayotte to the Comoros;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to maintain continuous contact with the Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unity with regard
to this problem and to make available his good offices in
the search for a peaceful negotiated solution to the prob-
lem;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on
this matter to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh
session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Question of the
Comorian island of Mayotte”.
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46/10. Return or restitution of cultural property to

the countries of origin

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 Decem-
ber 1972, 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3187
(XX VIII) of 18 December 1973, 3391 (XXX) of 19 No-
vember 1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976, 32/18 of 11
November 1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64 of 29
November 1979, 35/127 and 35/128 of 11 December 1980,
36/64 of 27 November 1981, 38/34 of 25 November 1983,
40/19 of 21 November 1985, 42/7 of 22 October 1987 and
44/18 of 6 November 1989,

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of Prohib-
iting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer
of Ownership of Cultural Property'® adopted on 14 Novem-
ber 1970 by the General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-
General submitted in cooperation with the Director-General
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,'®

Noting with satisfaction that, following its appeal, other
Member States have become parties to the Convention,

Aware of the importance attached by the countries of ori-
gin to the return of cultural property which is of fundamen-
tal spiritual and cultural value to them, so that they may
constitute collections representative of their cultural heri-
tage,

Reaffirming the importance of inventories as an essential
tool for the understanding and protection of cultural prop-
erty and for the identification of dispersed heritage and as
a contribution to the advancement of scientific and artistic
knowledge and intercultural communication,

Deeply concerned at the clandestine excavations and the
illicit traffic in cultural property that continue to impover-
ish the cultural heritage of all peoples,

Again supporting the solemn appeal made on 7 June 1978
by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization for the return of irre-
placeable cultural heritage to those who created it,

1. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization and the Intergovernmental
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property
to Its Countries of Origin or Its Restitution in Case of Iilicit



