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Recalling, on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniver­
sary of the adoption of the Covenants, the fundamental 
importance and special status of these basic human rights 
instruments of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming the importance of the observance and effec­
tive implementation of the universally recognized stand­
arcls in the field of human rights as contained in the Cove­
nants, 

Solemnly declares that acceptance of the International 
Covenants on Human Rights contributes greatly to the pro­
tection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and 
urges all States that have not yet done so to become parties 
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights94 and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights94 and to consider acceding to the 
Optional Protocols to the latter at the earliest moment. 
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46/82. The situation in the Middle East 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Having discussed the item entitled "The situation in the 

Middle East", 

Recalling its resolutions 36/226 A and B of 17 Decem­
ber 1981, ES-9/1 of5 February 1982, 37/123 F of20 De­
cember 1982, 38/58 A to E of 13 December 1983, 38/180 
A to D of 19 December 1983, 39/146 A to C of 14 Decem­
ber 1984, 40/168 A to C of 16 December 1985, 41/162 A 
to C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 A to D of 11 December 
1987, 43/54 A to C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 A to C of 
4 December 1989, 45/83 A to C of 13 December 1990 and 
45/68 of 6 December 1990, 

Recalling Security Council resolutions 425 (1978) of 19 
March 1978, 497 ( 1981) of 17 December 1981, 508 (1982) 
of 5 June 1982, 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982. 701 (1991) of 
3 I July 1991 and other relevant resolutions, 

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General of 
22 October 1991,95 8 November 1991 59 and 15 November 
1991,96 

Reaffirming the need for continued collective support 
for the decisions adopted by the Twelfth Arab Summit 
Conference, held at Fez, Morocco, on 25 November I 981 
and from 6 to 9 September 1982,97 which were confirmed 
by subsequent Arab summit conferences, including the Ex­
traordinary Arab Summit Conference held at Casablanca, 
Morocco, from 23 to 26 May 1989, 

Reiterating its previous resolutions on the question of 
Palestine and its support for the Palestine Liberation Or­
ganization as the sole legitimate representative of the Pal­
estinian people, 

Welcoming all efforts contributing towards the realiza­
tion of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
through the achievement of a comprehensive, just and last­
ing peace in the Middle East, in accordance with the United 
Nations resolutions relating to the question of Palestine 
and to the situation in the Middle East, including Security 
Council resolutions 242 ( I 967) of 22 November 1967 and 
338 (1973) of22 October 1973, 

Welcoming also the world-wide support extended to the 

just cause of the Palestinian people and the other Arab 
countries in their struggle against Israeli aggression and 
occupation in order to achieve a comprehensive. just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East and the full exercise by 
the Palestinian people of its inalienable national rights, a~ 
affirmed by previous resolutions of the General Assembly 
on the question of Palestine and on the situation in the Mid­
dle East, 

Gravely concerned that the Palestinian territory occu­
pied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other occu­
pied Arab territories still remain under Israeli occupation, 
that the relevant resolutions of the United Nations have not 
been implemented and that the Palestinian people is still 
denied the restoration of its land and the exercise of its in­
alienable national rights in conformity with international 
law, as reaffinned by resolutions of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949,61 to the Palestinian territory oc­
cupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other oc­
cupied Arab territories, 

Rea/firming also all relevant United Nations resolutions 
which stipulate that the acquisition of territory by force is 
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and 
the principles of international law and that Israel must 
withdraw unconditionally from the Palestinian temtory l)C­

cupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other oc­
cupied Arab territories, 

Gravely concerned also at Israeli policies involving the 
escalation and expansion of the conflict in the region, 
which further violate the principles of international law 
and endanger international peace and security, 

Reaffirming further the imperative necessity and ur­
gency of establishing a comprehensive. just and lasting 
peace in the region, based on full respect for the Charter 
and the principles of international law, 

1. Reaffirms its conviction that the question of Pales­
tine is the core of the conflict in the Middle East and that 
no comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region will 
be achieved without the full exercise by the Palestinian 
people of its inalienable national rights and the immediate, 
unconditional and total withdrawal of Israel from the Pal­
estinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jeru!>a­
lem, and the other occupied Arab territories; 

2. Reaffirms that a just and comprehensive settlement 
of the situation in the Middle East cannot be achieved with­
out the participation on an equal footing of all the pru1ies 
to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organi­
zation, the representative of the Palestinian people; 

3. Declares once more that peace in the Middle East is 
indivisible and must be based on a comprehensive.just and 
lasting solution of the Middle East problem under the aus­
pices of the United Nations and on the basis of its relevant 
resolutions, which ensures the complete and unconditional 
withdrawal oflsrael from the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other occupied 
Arab territories, and which enables the Palestinian people. 
under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organiza­
tion, to exercise its inalienable rights. including the right 
to return and the right to self-determination, national inde­
pendence and the establishment of its independent sover­
eign State in Palestine, in accordance with the resolutions 
of the United Nations relating to the question of Palestine 
in particular General Assembly resolutions ES-7 /2 of 29 



II. Resolutloas adopted wltbout rererence to a Main Committee 39 

July 1980, 36/120 A to F of 10 December 1981, 37/86 A 
to D of l 0 December 1982, 3 7 /86 E of 20 December 1982, 
38/58 A to E of 13 December 1983, 39/49 A to D of 11 
December 1984, 40/96 A to D of 12 December 1985, 41/43 
A to D of 2 December 1986, 42/66 A to D of 2 December 
1987, 43/54 A to C of 6 December 1988, 43/175 A to C, 
43/176 and 43/177 of 15 December 1988, 44/42 of 6 De­
cember 1989 and 45/68; 

4. Considers the Arab peace plan adopted unanimously 
at the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at Fez, Mo­
rocco, on 25 November 1981 and from 6 to 9 September 
I 982,97 which was confirmed by subsequent Arab summit 
conferences, including the Extraordinary Arab Summit 
Conference held at Casablanca, Morocco, from 23 to 26 
May 1989, as an important contribution towards the reali-
7.ation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
through the achievement of a comprehensive, just and last­
ing peace in the Middle East; 

5. Condemns Israel's continued occupation of the Pal­
estinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusa­
lem, and the other occupied Arab territories, in violation 
of the Charter of the United Nations, the principles of in­
ternational law and the relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations, and demands the immediate, unconditional and 
total withdrawal of Israel from all the territories occupied 
since 1967; 

6. Rejects all agreements and arrangements which vio­
late the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and 
contradict the principles of a just and comprehensive solu­
tion to the Middle East problem to ensure the establishment 
of a just peace in the area; 

7. Deplores Israel's failure to comply with Security 
Council resolutions 476 (1980) of 30 June 1980 and 478 
(1980) of 20 August 1980 and General Assembly resolu­
tions 35/207 of 16 December 1980 and 36/226 A and B; 
determines that Israel's decision to annex Jerusalem and to 
declare it as its "capital" as well as the measures to alter 
its physical character, demographic composition, institu­
tional structure and status are null and void and demands 
that they be rescinded immediately; and calls upon all 
Member States, the specialized agencies and all other in­
ternational organizations to abide by the present resolution 
and all other relevant resolutions and decisions; 

8. Condemns Israel's aggression, policies and prac­
tices against the Palestinian people in the occupied Pales­
tinian territory and outside this territory, including expro­
priation, establishment of settlements, annexation and 
other aggressive and repressive measures, which are in vio­
lation of the Charter and the principles of international law 
and the relevant international conventions; 

9. Strongly condemns the imposition by Israel of its 
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syr­
ian Golan, its annexationist policies and practices, the es­
tablishment of settlements, the confiscation of lands, the 
diversion of water resources and the imposition of Israeli 
citizenship on Syrian nationals, and declares that all these 
measures are null and void and constitute a violation of the 
rules and principles of international law relative to bellig­
erent occupation, in particular the Geneva Convention rela­
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 
of 12 August 1949; 

I 0. Calls upon all States not to provide Israel with any 
assistance to be used specifically in connection with settle­
ments in the occupied territories; 

11. Strongly deplores the continuing and increasing 
collaboration between Israel and South Africa, especially 
in the economic, military and nuclear fields, which consti­
tutes a hostile act against the African and Arab States and 
enables Israel to enhance its nuclear capabilities; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Security Council periodically on the development of the 
situation and to submit to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session a comprehensive report covering the 
developments in the Middle East pertaining to the presen, 
resolution. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

7 3rd plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of l O December 1981, 
37/123 C of 16 December 1982, 38/180 C of 19 December 
1983, 39/146 C of 14 December 1984, 40/168 C of 16 De­
cember 1985, 41/162 C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 D of 
11 December 1987, 43/54 C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 C 
of 4 December 1989 and 45/83 C of 13 December 1990, 
in which it determined that all legislative and administra­
tive measures and actions taken by Israel, the occupying 
Power, which had altered or purported to alter the character 
and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in particular the 
so-called "Basic Law" on Jerusalem and the proclamation 
of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null and void and 
must be rescinded forthwith, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 478 (1980) of 20 
August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not 
to recognize the "Basic Law" and called upon those States 
that had established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to 
withdraw such missions from the Holy City, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
of 22 October l 99 l ,Q5 

I. Determines that Israel's decision to impose its laws, 
jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of Jerusa­
lem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no valid­
ity whatsoever; 

2. Deplores the transfer by some States of their diplo­
matic missions to Jerusalem in violation of Security Coun­
cil resolution 478 (1980). and their refusal to comply with 
the provisions of that resolution; 

3. Calls once more upon those States to abide by the 
provisions of the relevant United Nations resolutions, in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen­
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple­
mentation of the present resolution. 
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46/86. Elimination of racism and racial discrimina­
tion 

The General Assembly 
Decides to revoke the determination contained in its 

resolution 3379 (XXX) of 10 November 1975. 
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