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2. Considers that the convening of an International
Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices
of the United Nations, with the participation of all parties
to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation, on an equal footing, and the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council, based on Council resolutions
242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22
October 1973 and the legitimate national rights of the Pal-
estinian people, primarily the right to self-determination,
would contribute to the promotion of peace in the region;

3. Reaffirms the following principles for the achieve-
ment of comprehensive peace:

(a) The withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian ter-
ritory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from
the other occupied Arab territories;

(b) Guaranteeing arrangements for security of all
States in the region, including those named in resolution
181 (II) of 29 November 1947, within secure and interna-
tionally recognized boundaries;

(¢) Resolving the problem of the Palestine refugees in
conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 {I1I) of
11 December 1948, and subsequent relevant resolutions;

(d) Dismantling the Israeli settlements in the territories
occupied since 1967;

(e) Guaranteeing freedom of access to Holy Places,
religious buildings and sites;

4. Welcomes the convening at Madrid, on 30 October
1991, of the Peace Conference on the Middle East, which
constitutes a significant step towards the establishment of
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region;

5. Notes the expressed desire and endeavours to place
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem, under the supervision of the United Nations for
a transitional period, as part of the peace process;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef-
forts with the parties concerned, and in consultation with
the Security Council, for the promotion of peace in the re-
gion, and to submit progress reports on developments in
this matter.

69th plenary meeting
11 December 1991

46/76. The uprising (intifadah) of the Palestinian
people

The General Assembly,

Aware of the uprising (intifadah) of the Palestinian peo-
ple since 9 December 1987 against Israeli occupation,
which has received significant attention and sympathy
from world public opinion,

Deeply concerned about the alarming situation in the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, as a result of the
continued occupation by Israel, the occupying Power, and
of its persistent policies and practices against the Palestin-
ian people,

Reaffirming that the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Au-
gust 1949,% is applicable to the Palestinian territory occu-
pied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, and to the
other occupied Arab territories,

Expressing its profound shock at the continued measures

by Israel, the occupying Power, including the killing and
wounding of Palestinian civilians, and at the acts of vio-
lence committed by the Israeli security forces, which took
place on 8 October 1990 at the Haram al-Sharif in Jerusa-
lem, resulting in injuries and loss of human lives, and on
29 December 1990 at Rafah,

Stressing the need to promote international protection to
the Palestinian civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory,

Recognizing the need for increased support to, and aid
for and solidarity with, the Palestinian people under Israeli
occupation,

Having considered the recommendations contained in
the reports of the Secretary-General of 21 January 1988,
31 October 1990% and 9 April 19915

Recalling its relevant resolutions as well as the relevant
Security Council resolutions, in particular Council resolu-
tion 681 (1990) of 20 December 1990, in paragraph 6 of
which the Council requested “the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the International Committee of the Red
Cross, to develop further the idea, expressed in his report,
of convening a meeting of the High Contracting Parties to
the said Convention to discuss possible measures that
might be taken by them under the Convention and, for this
purpose, to invite the Parties to submit their views on how
the idea could contribute to the goals of the Convention,
as well as on other relevant matters, and to report thereon
to the Council”,

1. Condemns those policies and practices of Israel, the
occupying Power, which violate the human rights of the
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory, in-
cluding Jerusalem, and, in particular, such acts as the open-
ing of fire by the Israeli army and settlers that result in the
killing and wounding of defenceless Palestinian civilians,
the beating and breaking of bones, the deportation of Pal-
estinian civilians, the imposition of restrictive economic
measures, the demolition of houses, the ransacking of real
or personal property belonging individually or collectively
to private persons, collective punishment and detentions,
and so forth;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, abide
scrupulously by the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro-
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949, and desist immediately from those policies and prac-
tices which are in violation of the provisions of the Con-
vention,;

3. Calls upon all the High Contracting Parties to the
Convention to ensure respect by Israel, the occupying
Power, for the Convention in all circumstances, in con-
formity with their obligation under article 1 thereof;

4. Urges all the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva
Convention to respond to the note verbale submitted to
them by the Secretary-General in accordance with para-
graph 6 of Security Council resolution 681 (1990);

5. Strongly deplores the continuing disregard by Israel,
the occupying Power, of the relevant decisions of the
Security Council;

6. Reaffirms that the occupation by Israel of the Pales-
tinian territory since 1967, including Jerusalem, and of the
other Arab territories in no way changes the legal status of
those territories;

7. Requests the Security Council to examine with ur-
gency the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory
with a view to considering measures needed to provide in-
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ternational protection to the Palestinian civilians in the Pal-
estinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem;

8. Invites Member States, the organizations of the
United Nations system, governmental, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, and the mass com-
munications media to continue and enhance their support
for the Palestinian people;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to examine the pres-
ent situation in the Palestinian territory occupied since
1967, including Jerusalem, by all means available to him
and to submit periodic reports thereon, the first such report
as soon as possible.

69th plenary meeting
11 December 1991

46/717. Revitalization of the work of the General
Assembly

The General Assembly,

Conscious of the need to enhance its capability to fulfil
the role envisaged for it under the Charter of the United
Nations,

Recognizing the role of the President of the General As-
sembly and of the Secretariat in dealing with the affairs of
the General Assembly,

Recognizing that the President of the Assembly needs to
be available for the duration of the session,

1. Reaffirms the functions and the responsibilities of
the President of the General Assembly in accordance with
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly;

2. Invites the President of the Assembly and the
Secretary-General to undertake consultations to ensure that
adequate staff is assigned and facilities provided to enable
the President of the Assembly to carry out his functions
and responsibilities and to report thereon as appropriate to
the General Assembly;

3. Decides that such arrangements will have no finan-
cial implications under the regular budget of the United
Nations.

70th plenary meeting
12 December 1991

46/78. Law of the sea

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions, including resolution
45/145 of 14 December 1990, on the law of the sea,

Recognizing that, as stated in the third preambular para-
graph of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated
and need to be considered as a whole,

Convinced that it is important to safeguard the unified
character of the Convention and related resolutions
adopted therewith and to apply them in a manner consistent
with that character and with their object and purpose,

Emphasizing the need for States to ensure consistent
application of the Convention, as well as the need for har-
monization of national legislation with the provisions of
the Convention,

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 De-
cember 1970, it proclaimed that the seabed and ocean
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as “the Area”), as well
as the resources of the Area, are the common heritage of
mankind,

Recalling that the Convention provides the regime to be
applied to the Area and its resources,

Recalling with satisfaction the expressions of willing-
ness to explore all possibilities of addressing issues of con-
cern to some States in order to secure universal participa-
tion in the Convention,*’

Recognizing the need for cooperation in the early and
effective implementation by the Preparatory Commission
of resolution II of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea,*

Noting with satisfaction the progress made in the Pre-
paratory Commission since its inception, including the reg-
istration of six pioneer investors®’ and the designation by
the Preparatory Commission of reserved areas for the In-
ternational Seabed Authority from the application areas
submitted by the pioneer investors pursuant to resolution
I, bearing in mind that such registration entails both rights
and obligations for pioneer investors,

Noting the increasing needs of countries, especially de-
veloping countries, for information, advice and assistance
in the implementation of the Convention and in their de-
velopmental process for the full realization of the benefits
of the comprehensive legal regime established by the Con-
vention,

Concerned that the developing countries are as yet un-
able to take effective measures for the full realization of
these benefits owing to the lack of resources and of the
necessary scientific and technological capabilities,

Recognizing the need to enhance and supplement the ef-
forts of States and competent international organizations
aimed at enabling developing countries to acquire such
capabilities,

Recognizing also that the Convention encompasses all
uses and resources of the sea and that all related activities
within the United Nations system need to be implemented
in a manner consistent with it,

Deeply concerned about the current state of the marine
environment,

Mindful of the importance of the Convention for the pro-
tection of the marine environment,

Noting with concern the use of fishing methods and
practices, including those aimed at evading regulations and
controls, which can have an adverse impact on the conser-
vation and management of marine living resources,

Considering the need for effective and balanced conser-
vation and management of marine living resources, giving
full effect to the relevant provisions in the Convention,

Taking note of activities carried out in 1991 under the
major programme on marine affairs, set forth in chapter 25
of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 and
extended for the period 1990-1991, in accordance with the
report of the Secretary-General,*® as approved in General
Assembly resolution 38/59 A of 14 December 1983, and
of the report of the Secretary-General,® as well as of
programme 10 (Law of the sea and ocean affairs) in the
medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997



