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phasis on practical proposals to make these operations
more effective;

38. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, within
existing resources, a compilation of the above-mentioned
observations and suggestions and to submit it to the Spe-
cial Committee by 30 March 1992;

39. Requests the Special Committee to consider
authorizing its Bureau to prepare, in advance of the com-
mencement of the session in 1992, a draft working docu-
ment based on the submissions of Member States to the
Secretary-General, containing specific items and elements
for possible consideration by the Special Committee;

40. Also requests the Special Committee to submit a
report on its work to the General Assembly at its forty-
seventh session;

41. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Comprehensive
review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations
in all their aspects”.

66th plenary meeting
9 December 1991

46/73. Questions relating to information

A
INFORMATION IN SERVICE OF HUMANITY

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the comprehensive and important report
of the Committee on Information,*

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
on questions relating to information,*

Urges that all countries, organizations of the United
Nations system as a whole and all others concerned, reaf-
firming their commitment to the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and to the principles of freedom of
the press and freedom of information, as well as to those
of the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media,
deeply concerned by the disparities existing between de-
veloped and developing countries and the consequences of
every kind arising from those disparities that affect the ca-
pability of the public, private or other media and individu-
als in developing countries to disseminate information and
communicate their views and their cultural and ethical val-
ues through endogenous cultural production, as well as to
ensure the diversity of sources of and their free access to
information, recognizing the call in this context for what
in the United Nations and at various international forums
has been termed “a new world information and communi-
cation order, seen as an evolving and continuous process”,
should:

(@) Cooperate and interact with a view to reducing ex-
isting disparities in information flows at all levels by in-
creasing assistance for the development of communication
infrastructures and capabilities in developing countries,
with due regard for their needs and the priorities attached
to such areas by those countries, and in order to enable
them and the public, private or other media in developing
countries to develop their own information and communi-
cation policies freely and independently and increase the
participation of media and individuals in the communica-

tion process, and to ensure a free flow of information at all
levels;

(b) Ensure for journalists the free and effective per-
formance of their professional tasks and condemn reso-
lutely all attacks against them;

(¢) Provide support for the continuation and strength-
ening of practical training programmes for broadcasters
and journalists from public, private and other media in de-
veloping countries;

(d) Enhance regional efforts and cooperation among
developing countries, as well as cooperation between de-
veloped and developing countries, to strengthen communi-
cation capacities and to improve the media infrastructure
and communication technology in the developing coun-
tries, especially in the areas of training and dissemination
of information;

(e) Aim, in addition to bilateral cooperation, at provid-
ing all possible support and assistance to the developing
countries and the media, public, private or other, in the de-
veloping countries, with due regard to their interests and
needs in the field of information and to action already
adopted within the United Nations system, including:

(i) The development of the human and technical re-
sources that are indispensable for the improvement
of information and communication systems in de-
veloping countries and support for the continu-
ation and strengthening of practical training pro-
grammes, such as those already operating under
both public and private auspices throughout the
developing world;

(i) The creation of conditions that will enable devel-
oping countries and their media, public, private or
other, to have, by using their national and regional
resources, the communication technology suited to
their national needs, as well as the necessary pro-
gramme material, especially for radio and televi-
sion broadcasting;

(iii) Assistance in establishing and promoting telecom-
munication links at the subregional, regional and
interregional levels, especially among developing
countries;

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the
developing countries to advanced communication
technology available on the open market;

(f) Provide full support for the International Pro-
gramme for the Development of Communication of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization,* which should support both public and private
media.

69th plenary meeting
11 December 1991

B

UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES
AND ACTIVITIES

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the comprehensive and important report
of the Committee on Information,’*

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
on questions relating to information,

1. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in respect of
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United Nations public information policies and activities,
to implement the following recommendations adopted by
the Committee on Information at its thirteenth session, in
accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions:

(@) The United Nations system as a whole should co-
operate in a concerted manner, through its information
services and the coordination of the Joint United Nations
Information Committee, in promoting a more comprehen-
sive and realistic image of the activities and potential of
the United Nations system in all its endeavours, in accord-
ance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, with particular emphasis on the creation
of a climate of confidence, the strengthening of multilater-
alism and the promotion of the development activities in
the United Nations system;

(b) Reaffirming the primary role of the General Assem-
bly in elaborating, coordinating and harmonizing United
Nations policies and activities in the field of information,
the Secretary-General is requested to ensure that the activi-
ties of the Department of Public Information of the Secre-
tariat, as the focal point of the public information tasks of
the United Nations, are strengthened and improved, keep-
ing in view the purposes and principles of the Charter, the
priority areas defined by the Assembly and the recommen-
dations of the Committee on Information, so as to ensure
an objective and more coherent coverage of, as well as bet-
ter knowledge about, the United Nations and its work; the
Secretary-General should ensure that the Department of
Public Information:

(i) Cooperates more regularly with the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, especially at the working level,
with a view to maximizing the contribution of the
Department to the efforts of the organization and
expresses interest in the continuation of the prac-
tice of a comprehensive statement by a repre-
sentative of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization at each sub-
stantive session of the Committee on Informa-
tion;

(ii) Enhances its cooperation with news agencies of
and in the developing countries, in particular, the
News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned Countries,
the Eco-Pool of the News Agencies of Non-
Aligned Countries and the Broadcasting Organi-
zation of Non-Aligned Countries, as well as with
other news agencies and intergovernmental and
regional organizations;

(iii) Continues to disseminate, in coordination with
the information services of other relevant agen-
cies, information about United Nations activities
pertaining, inter alia, to:

a. International peace and security;

b. Disarmament;

¢. Peace-keeping operations;

d. Decolonization and the situation in the Non-
Self-Governing Territories in the light of the
International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism;

The elimination of foreign occupation;
Human rights;

The elimination of all forms of racial dis-
crimination;

RS

h. The advancement of the status of women and
their role in society;

i. Problems of economic and social develop-
ment, as well as international economic co-
operation aimed at resolving external debt
problems;

J. The least developed countries;
k. The environment and development;

{. The campaign against terrorism in all its
forms, bearing in mind General Assembly
resolution 40/61 of 9 December 1985;

m. The international fight against drug abuse
and illicit trafficking;

(iv) Does its utmost to disseminate widely and to
publicize the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990%7 and the tremendous
efforts of the African countries towards recovery
and development, as well as the positive re-
sponse by the international community to allevi-
ate the serious economic situation prevailing in
Africa;

(v) Enhances the effectiveness of its activities and
the dissemination of information on United
Nations activities against the policies and prac-
tices of apartheid, giving due attention to the uni-
lateral measures and official censorship imposed
on the local and international media with fegard
to all aspects of that issue;

(vi) Continues to disseminate information about ac-
tivities of the United Nations directed at a com-
prehensive, just and lasting solution of interna-
tional conflicts by exclusively peaceful means, as
highlighted in the report of the Secretary-General
on the work of the Organization;

(vii) Continues to cover all United Nations activities
pertaining to the situation in the Middle East and
the question of Palestine in particular, and cur-
rent developments in that region, and reports
thereon to the Committee on Information at its
fourteenth session, in 1992;

(viii) Provides, in situations requiring immediate and

special response, the necessary level of informa-

tion support for the activities of the United

Nations;

(¢) The Department of Public Information should con-
tinue its efforts in promoting an informed understanding of
the work and purposes of the United Nations system
among the peoples of the world and in strengthening the
image of the United Nations system as a whole and, in this
connection, it is recommended that the Secretary-General
should ensure that the Department:

(i) Continues to maintain consistent editorial inde-
pendence and accuracy in reporting all the mate-
rial that it produces, taking necessary measures
to ensure that its output contains adequate, objec-
tive and equitable information about issues be-
fore the Organization, reflecting divergent opin-
ions where they occur;
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(i)

(iii)

@iv)

W

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

]

(xi)

(xii)

Continues to apply, in the context of the review
of its role, performance and methods of work, ap-
propriate modern technologies for the collection,
production, storage, dissemination and distribu-
tion of information materials, including the use
of satellite facilities;

Considers expanding the programme of tele-
phone news bulletins that are paid for by its us-
ers;

Continues its cooperation with those countries
which have expressed readiness to assist the
United Nations in resuming short-wave broad-
casts through their respective national networks
free of charge and encourages expansion of such
a type of cooperation with those developed and
developing countries having recognized capabili-
ties in this field;

Takes adequate measures to resume taped radio
programmes, which it has temporarily curtailed,
if so requested by broadcasting stations;

Continues its briefing, assistance and orienta-
tion programme for broadcasters and journal-
ists from developing countries focused on United
Nations—related issues;

Provides, on the basis of its activities, informa-
tion to the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization about new forms of
cooperation, at the regional and subregional
levels, for the training of media professionals and
for the improvement of the information and com-
munication infrastructure of developing coun-
tries;

Cooperates with educational institutions of
Member States and with educators and education
policy makers, informing them about United
Nations activities;

Considers, as of the forty-sixth session of the
General Assembly, the publication in the
Arabic and Spanish languages, after each annual
session of the General Assembly, of the press re-
lease containing the resolutions and decisions
adopted by the General Assembly and the results
of the voting;

Ensures adequate daily coverage of United
Nations open meetings in the two working lan-
guages of the Secretariat, reflecting the views of
all delegations with accuracy and objectivity; the
Department should also continue to cooperate
closely with and provide assistance to mem-
bers of the United Nations Correspondents’
Association, taking into account their needs
and requirements, especially in the area of press
releases, press conferences and briefings,
which provide them with basic information for
reporting;

Uses the official languages of the United Nations
adequately in its written and audiovisual materi-
als and makes balanced use of the two working
languages of the Secretariat;

Ensures timely distribution of its material to
subscribers and to United Nations information
centres;

(d) The Department of Public Information should pro-
duce and distribute its publications in a timely manner:

(i) The improvement in format and printing of the UN
Chronicle is welcome; the Department is encour-
aged to continue to consider the interests of spe-
cific target audiences as it formulates its editorial
policies and take action to expand its circulation
in order to make it easily accessible;

(i) The Committee notes the report of the Secretary-
General on the Yearbook of the United Nations
and shares the assessment of the Secretary-General
regarding unacceptable delays in the publication
of the Yearbook; it recommends continuation of
the Yearbook and stresses the continuing impor-
tance of maintaining the strict editorial inde-
pendence, objectivity and comprehensiveness of
the Yearbook, and requests the Secretary-General
to report to the General Assembly at its forty-
seventh session on the progress achieved in the im-
plementation of the report, particularly as regards
paragraphs 66 and 67;

(¢) Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
of 15 February 1991,% and recalling his report on assist-
ance to those front-line States broadcasting or willing to
broadcast to South Africa, requests the Secretary-General
to assist to the greatest extent possible those front-line
States in pursuing their concemns, in the light of paragraph
6 of the report of the Secretary-General of 15 February
1991;

() The Secretary-General is urged to continue his ef-
forts to secure a sound and stable financial basis for the
publications Development Forum and Africa Recovery,

(g) It is recognized that United Nations information
centres constitute an important means of disseminating in-
formation about the United Nations among the peoples of
the world; therefore, the Department should conduct peri-
odic evaluation of the efficiency of each centre in dissemi-
nating information about the United Nations through the
national media, information and educational institutions
and non-governmental organizations; the evaluation
should be used by the Committee to develop a broad frame-
work in relation to the range of functions of the centres,
taking into account the United Nations resources and the
requirements of the regions;

(h) The Department should coordinate closely with
other field offices of the United Nations system, particu-
larly those of the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, in order to avoid duplication of work, taking into
account the functional autonomy that the United Nations
information centres should have; in this respect, in coun-
tries where no local United Nations information centre ex-
ists, the Department should ensure that adequate informa-
tion about the United Nations is provided; in addition, the
Department should develop a framework for coordinating
the information work carried out by the United Nations of-
fices and officers serving in those countries where no
United Nations information centre exists;

(i) Recognizing that the United Nations information
centres have been called upon to undertake tasks beyond
their specific mandate upon the request of other organiza-
tions in the system, the Department should make every ef-
fort, where this is felt necessary, to seek reimbursement so
that it can carry out the tasks without impairing its effec-
tiveness in its specific duties;
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() Requests the Secretary-General to study ways of en-
suring a qualitative balance among United Nations infor-
mation centres all over the world with respect to the dis-
charge of their responsibilities, budget allocations for such
centres, the deployment of resources, and services of spe-
cialists in the field of information and to report to the Com-
mittee on Information at its fourteenth session;

(k) Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Committee on Information at all sessions of the Committee
on the budget of each of the United Nations information
centres, including detailed information on the leve! of as-
sistance being provided by the host countries;

(/) The Committee on Information, having taken note
of the request for the enhancing of United Nations infor-
mation centres in Tehran, Dar es Salaam, Dhaka and Bu-
jumbura, recommends that the Department of Public Infor-
mation provide the necessary professionals and equipment
where necessary;

(m) The Committee on Information recommends that,
pending final discussions with the Secretariat, the General
Assembly should consider approval of the establishment
of a new United Nations information centre in San’a; the
Committee takes note of the requests of Costa Rica and
Bulgaria to have information components in their coun-
tries;

(n) Stressing the need for coordinating the information
activities of the United Nations system and recognizing the
important role that the Joint United Nations Information
Committee plays in that regard, the Department of Public
Information is encouraged to continue its active participa-
tion in the work of the Committee;

(o) Taking into account the conclusion reached at the
sixteenth session of the Joint United Nations Information
Committee that the environment would presently consti-
tute the highest priority issue suitable for inter-agency co-
operation, the Department of Public Information should
further pursue discussion of the implementation of a sys-
tem-wide information programme for the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, to be held
in 1992;

(p) It is recognized that free distribution of materials
is necessary in the public information activities of the
United Nations; however, as demands increase and when-
ever it is desirable and possible, the Department of Public
Information should actively encourage the sale of its ma-
terials;

(¢9) In view of the importance of radio programmes in
developing countries, the Secretary-General is requested to
enhance the efficiency of and to ensure full programme de-
livery by all regional radio units, namely, the African,
Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American and Middle
Eastern Units and the Anti- Apartheid Programmes Section,
including production of radio programmes called for by the
General Assembly in its resolution 38/82 B of 15 Decem-
ber 1983;

(r) All reports of the Secretary-General, as well as re-
ports by representatives of the Department of Public Infor-
mation, to the Committee on Information and to the Gen-
eral Assembly, in particular on new programmes or on the
expansion of existing programmes, should contain:

(i) Detailed information on the output of the Depart-
ment on each topic included in its work pro-
gramme, which forms the basis of its programme
budget;

(ii) The costs of the activities undertaken on each
topic;

(iii)  Adequate information on target audiences, end-
use of the products of the Department and analy-
sis of feedback data received by it;

(iv) A statement detailing the priority level that the
Secretary-General has attached to current or fu-
ture activities of the Department in documents
dealing with such activities;

(v)  Evaluation by the Department of the effective-
ness of its different programmes and activities,
with particular reference to the need constantly
to review internal programme elements and ac-
tivities;

() In order to facilitate continued contact between the
Department of Public Information and the Committee on
Information between sessions, it is recommended that the
Bureau of the Committee on Information, together with
representatives of each regional group and of China, in
close contact with members of the Committee on Informa-
tion, should meet, as required, and consult at periodic in-
tervals with the Department of Public Information;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to implement
the recommendations relating to the activities of the De-
partment of Public Information in accordance with the
budgetary procedures as approved by the General Assem-
bly in its resolutions 41/213 of 19 December 1986, 42/211
of 21 December 1987, 43/213 of 21 December 1988,
44/200 B of 21 December 1989 and 45/254 A to C of
21 December 1990 and taking into account the priorities
set by the Assembly;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the Committee on Information at its fourteenth session, in
1992, on the implementation of a system-wide information
programme for the United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development in 1992;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Committee on Information at its fourteenth session, in
1992, on the activities of the Department of Public Infor-
mation and on the implementation of the recommendations
contained in the present resolution;

5. Invites Member States to submit to the Secretary-
General, by 1 February 1992, observations and suggestions
on ways and means of furthering the development of com-
munications infrastructures and capabilities in developing
countries, with a view to consolidating recent experience
in the field of international cooperation aimed at enabling
the developing countries to develop their own information
and communication capacities, freely and independentty,
and requests the Secretary-General to report thereon to the
Committee on Information at its fourteenth session;

6. Urges the Committee on Information, through its
Bureau and the representatives of each regional group and
of China, to work in close contact with the Joint United
Nations Information Committee in order to facilitate
United Nations information system cooperation and co-
ordination in informing the peoples of the world of the
aims and activities of the Organization and requests the
Secretary-General to submit the reports of the Joint United
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Nations Information Committee to the Committee on
Information at its consecutive sessions;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution;

8. Requests the Committee on Information to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Questions relating
to information”.

69th plenary meeting
11 December 1991
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