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forty-seventh session in accordance with its mandate and
methods of work;

2. Also expresses its appreciation to States and inter-
national organizations and institutions that have under-
taken activities in implementation of the programme for
the first term (1990-1992) of the Decade, including spon-
soring conferences on various subjects of international
law;

3. Invites all States and international organizations and
institutions referred to in the programme to provide, update
or supplement information on activities they have under-
taken in implementation of the programme, as appropriate,
to the Secretary-General, as well as to submit their views
on possible activities for the next term of the Decade;

4. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit, on the ba-
sis of such information, a report to the General Assembly
at its forty-seventh session on the implementation of the
programme, together with views on possible activities for
the next term of the Decade;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to supplement
his report, as appropriate, with new information on the ac-
tivities of the United Nations relevant to the progressive
development of international law and its codification and
to submit it to the General Assembly on an annual basis;

6. Encourages States to disseminate, as appropriate,
information contained in the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral at the national level;

7. Appeals to States, international organizations and
non-governmental organizations working in this field and
to the private sector to make financial contributions or con-
tributions in kind for the purpose of facilitating the imple-
mentation of the programme;

8. Once again requests the Secretary-General to bring
to the attention of States and international organizations
and institutions working in the field of international law
the programme annexed to resolution 45/40;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “United Nations
Decade of International Law”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1991

46/54. Report of the International Law Commission
on the work of its forty-third session

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the International Law
Commission on the work of its forty-third session,?

Emphasizing the need for the progressive development
of international law and its codification in order to make it
a more effective means of implementing the purposes and
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and
in the Declaration on Principles of Interational Law con-
cerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations’ and
tso give increased importance to its role in relations among

tates,

Recognizing the importance of referring legal and draft-
ing questions to the Sixth Committee, including topics that
might be submitted to the International Law Commission,
and of enabling the Sixth Committee and the Commision

further to enhance their contribution to the progressive de-
velopment of international law and its codification,

Recalling the need to keep under review those topics of
international law which, given their new or renewed inter-
est for the international community, may be suitable for the
progressive development and codification of international
law and therefore may be included in the future programme
of work of the International Law Commission,

Recognizing the role of the International Law Commis-
sion in the fulfilment of the objectives of the United Na-
tions Decade of International Law,

Taking note with appreciation of the section of the re-
port of the International Law Commission concerning the
question of the possible establishment of an international
criminal jurisdiction® and noting the debate in the Sixth
Committee pertaining to this topic,*

Considering that experience has demonstrated the use-
fulness of structuring the debate on the report of the Inter-
national Law Commission in the Sixth Committee in such
a manner that conditions are provided for concentrated at-
tention on each of the main topics dealt with in the report,
and that this process is facilitated when the Commission
indicates specific issues on which expressions of views by
Governments are of particular interest for the continuation
of its work,

1. Takes note of the report of the International Law
Commission on the work of its forty-third session;>*

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Intemnational Law
Commission for the work accomplished at that session, in
particular for the completion of the final draft articles on
jurisdictional immunities of States and their property and
the provisional draft articles on the law of the non-naviga-
tional uses of international watercourses and on the draft
Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Man-
kind;

3. Invites the International Law Commission, within
the framework of the draft Code of Crimes against the
Peace and Security of Mankind, to consider further and an-
alyse the issues raised in its report on the work of its forty-
second session?” concerning the question of an interna-
tional criminal jurisdiction, including proposals for the
establishment of an international criminal court or other in-
ternational criminal trial mechanism in order to enable the
General Assembly to provide guidance on the matter;

4. Recommends that, taking into account the comments
of Governments, whether in writing or expressed orally in
debates in the General Assembly, the International Law
Commission should continue its work on the topics in its
current programme;

S. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the In-
ternational Law Commission to improve its procedures and
methods of work;

6. Requests the International Law Commission:
(a¢) To consider thoroughly:

(i) The planning of its activities and programme for
the term of office of its members, bearing in mind
the desirability of achieving as much progress as
possible in the preparation of draft articles on spe-
cific topics;
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(i) Its methods of work in all their aspects, including
the possibility of dividing its annual session into
two parts, bearing in mind that the staggering of
the consideration of some topics might contribute,
inter alia, to a more effective consideration of its
report in the Sixth Committee;

(b) To continue to pay special attention to indicating
in its annual report, for each topic, those specific issues on
which expressions of views by Governments, either in the
Sixth Committee or in written form, would be of particular
interest for the continuation of its work;

7. Takes note of the comments of the Commission on
the question of the duration of its session, as presented in
paragraph 338 of its report,2 and expresses the view that
the requirements of the work for the progressive develop-
ment of international law and its codification and the mag-
nitude and complexity of the subjects on the agenda of the
Commission make it desirable that the usual duration of its
sessions be maintained;

8. Reaffirms its previous decisions concerning the role
of the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs
of the Secretariat and those concerning the summary
records and other documentation of the International Law
Commission;

9. Draws the attention of Governments to the impor-
tance, for the International Law Commission, of having
their views on the draft articles on the law of the non-
navigational uses of international watercourses and on the
draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Man-
kind, adopted on first reading by the Commission, and
urges them to present in writing their comments and ob-
servations by | January 1993, as requested by the Com-
mission;

10. Once again expresses the wish that seminars will
continue to be held in conjunction with the sessions of the
International Law Commission and that an increasing num-
ber of participants from developing countries will be given
the opportunity to attend those seminars, appeals to States
that can do so to make the voluntary contributions that are
urgently needed for the holding of the seminars, and ex-
presses the hope that every effort will continue to be made
by the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to pro-
vide the seminars with adequate services, including inter-
pretation, as required;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the
International Law Commission, for its attention, the rec-
ords of the debate on the report of the Commission at the
forty-sixth session of the General Assembly, together with
such written statements as delegations may circulate in
conjunction with their oral statements, and to prepare and
distribute a topical summary of the debate;

12.  Recommends the continuation of efforts to improve
the ways in which the report of the International Law Com-
mission is considered in the Sixth Committee, with a view
to providing effective guidance for the Commission in its
work;

13, Also recommends that the debate on the report of
the International Law Commission at the forty-seventh ses-
sion of the General Assembly commence on 26 October
1992.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1991

46/55. Consideration of the draft articles on jurisdic-

tional immunities of States and their property

The General Assembly,

Noting that the International Law Commission, taking
into account the written comments of Governments as well
as views expressed in debates in the Assembly, completed
at its forty-third session the second reading of the draft articles
on jurisdictional immunities of States and their property,?

Noting also that, as reflected in paragraph 25 of the re-
port of the International Law Commission on the work of
its forty-third session,?® the Commission decided to recom-
mend that the General Assembly should convene an in-
ternational conference of plenipotentiaries to examine the
draft articles on jurisdictional immunities of States and
their property prepared by the Commission and to conclude
a convention on the subject,

Mindful of Article 13, paragraph | (a), of the Charter
of the United Nations, which provides that the General
Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommen-
dations for the purpose of encouraging the progressive
development of international law and its codification,

Believing that the successful codification and progres-
sive development of the rules of international law govern-
ing jurisdictional immunities of States and their property
would assist in promoting and implementing the pur-
poses and principles set forth in Articles 1 and 2 of the
Charter,

Recognizing the desirability of the conclusion of a con-
vention on jurisdictional immunities cf States and their
property,

Recognizing also the importance, for the successful
completion of such a convention, of the promotion of gen-
eral agreement,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law
Commission for its valuable work on jurisdictional immu-
nities of States and their property and to the special rap-
porteurs for their contribution to this work;

2. Invites States to submit, not later than 1 July 1992,
their written comments and observations on the draft arti-
cles adopted by the International Law Commission;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate such
comments and observations so as to facilitate a discussion
on the subject at the forty-seventh session of the General
Assembly:

4. Decides to establish at its forty-seventh session an
open-ended working group of the Sixth Committee to ex-
amine, in the light of the written comments of Govern-
ments, as well as views expressed in debates at the forty-
sixth session of the Assembly:

(a) Issues of substance arising out of the draft articles,
in order to facilitate a successful conclusion of a conven-
tion through the promotion of general agreement;

(b) The question of the convening of an international
conference, to be held in 1994 or subsequently, to conclude
a convention on jurisdictional immunities of States and
their property;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-seventh session an item entitled “Convention on
jurisdictional immunities of States and their property”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1991



