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13. Regquests the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to invite the representative of the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity to participate in the meet-
ings of all the United Nations bodies/committees and its
working groups on follow-up to and monitoring and as-
sessment of the implementation of the New Agenda;

14. Urges the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the relevant agencies of the United Nations system to
extend their support and cooperation to the member States
and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity for the effective organizational arrangement and
smooth functioning of the African Economic Community;

15. Also urges all Member States and regional and
international organizations, as well as non-governmental
organizations, to provide support as appropriate to the
establishment of the African Economic Community, and to
assist in economic integration and cooperation in Africa,
in particular by providing financial and technical assist-
ance to African regional and subregional organizations
such as the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and South-
ern African States, the Southern African Development Co-
ordination Conference, the Economic Community of Cen-
tral African States, the Economic Community of West
African States and the Arab Maghreb Union, as well as
those for drought and desertification such as the Permanent
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and
the Intergovernmental Authority for Drought and Develop-
ment;

16. Reiterates its appreciation to the Secretary-
General for his continued efforts to mobilize international
support for special programmes of economic assistance to
African States facing grave economic difficulties, as well
as to the front-line States and other independent States of
southern Africa to help them to cope with the effects of the
acts of aggression and destabilization committed by the
apartheid regime of South Africa;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Organization of African Unity informed periodically of
measures taken by the United Nations system and by the
international community in support of the implementation
of special programmes of economic assistance in Africa;

18. Endorses the agreement reached between the
organizations of the United Nations system and the
Organization of African Unity for the convening of a meet-
ing between the secretariats of those organizations, to be
held in 1992, in order to review and evaluate the final pro-
gress achieved in the implementation of the proposals and
recommendations agreed upon in April 1990 and 1991 on
cooperation between the Organization of African Unity
and the United Nations system for 1990-1991 and to adopt
new and effective joint action;

19. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to support the efforts of the Secretary-General of
the Organization of African Unity, with a view to holding
sectoral meetings in the priority areas of cooperation, par-
ticularly the establishment of the African Economic Com-
munity and the strengthening of the African regional and
subregional organizations;

20. Requests the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity to ensure that the representatives of their
secretariats continue to hold regular consultations, as and
when appropriate, on the implementation of the present
resolution;

21. Calls upon the relevant organs of the United

Nations system to continue to ensure the fair and equitable
representation of Africa at senior and policy levels at their
respective headquarters and in their regional and field
operations;

22. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
the United Nations information network continues to dis-
seminate information so as to increase public awareness of
the situation prevailing in southern Africa, as well as of the
social and economic problems and needs of African States
and of their regional and subregional institutions;

23. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple-
mentation of the present resolution and on the development
of cooperation between the Organization of African Unity
and the organizations within the United Nations system.

55th plenary meeting
26 November 1991

46/21. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations

The General Assembly,

Acting in accordance with the recommendation con-
tained in Security Council resolution 720 (1991) of 21 No-
vember 1991,*

Appoints Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali Secretary-General
of the United Nations for a term of office beginning on
1 January 1992 and ending on 31 December 1996.

59th plenary meeting
3 December 1991

46/23. The situation in Afghanistan and its implica-
tions for international peace and security

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security”,

Recalling its resolutions 43/20 of 3 November 1988,
44/15 of 1 November 1989 and 45/12 of 7 November 1990,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and the obligation of all States to
refrain in their international relations from the threat or use
of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and po-
litical independence of any State,

Reaffirming also the inalienable right of all peoples to
determine their own form of government and to choose
their own economic, political and social system free from
outside intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of
any kind whatsoever,

Gravely concerned about the situation in Afghanistan,
which resulted from the violation of principles of the Char-
ter and of the recognized norms of inter-State conduct,

Recalling the conclusion at Geneva, on 14 April 1988,
of the Agreements on the Settlement of the Situation
Relating to Afghanistan,* and the completion of the with-
drawal of foreign troops in accordance with those Agree-
ments,

Aware of the continuing concern of the international
community about the sufferings of the Afghan people and
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the magnitude of the social and economic problems posed
to Pakistan and Iran by the presence on their soil of mil-
lions of Afghan refugees,

Deeply conscious of the urgent need for a compre-
hensive political solution of the situation in respect of
Afghanistan,

Conscious that a successful final political settlement of
the Afghanistan problem would have a favourable impact
on the international situation and provide an impetus for
the resolution of other acute regional conflicts,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General and
his Personal Representative for their efforts to bring about
peace and security,

Supporting the statement of the Secretary-General on
Afghanistan of 21 May 1991,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General*® and
the status of the process of political settlement,

1. Emphasizes the importance of the Agreements on
the Settlement of the Situation Relating to Afghanistan,
hereinafter referred to as the “Geneva Agreements”, con-
cluded at Geneva on 14 April 1988 under United Nations
auspices, which constitute an important step towards a
comprehensive political solution of the Afghanistan prob-
lem;

2. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Secretary-
General and his Personal Representative for their constant
efforts to achieve a political solution of the Afghanistan
problem;

3. Calls for scrupulous respect for and faithful imple-
mentation of the Geneva Agreements by all parties con-
cerned who should fully abide by their letter and spirit;

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to promote actively
the search for ways towards a political solution, acceptable
to the Afghan people, on the basis of principles contained
in the statement of the Secretary-General on Afghanistan;*s

5. Reiterates that the preservation of the sovereignty,
territorial integrity, political independence and non-aligned
and Islamic character of Afghanistan is essential for a
peaceful solution of the Afghanistan problem;

6. Reaffirms the right of the Afghan people to deter-
mine their own form of government and to choose their
economic, political and social system free from outside in-
tervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of any kind
whatsoever;

7. Calls upon all parties concerned to work urgently
for the achievement of a comprehensive political solution,
the cessation of hostilities and the creation of the necessary
conditions of peace and normalcy that would enable the
Afghan refugees to return voluntarily to their homeland in
safety and honour;

8. Emphasizes the need for an early start of the intra-
Afghan dialogue for the establishment, through democratic
procedures acceptable to the Afghan people, including free
and fair elections, of a broad-based government to ensure
the broadest support and immediate participation of all seg-
ments of the Afghan people;

9. Aiso calls vpon all parties concerned to exert every
effort to promote a political settlement acceptable to the
Afghan people in order to bring to an end the protracted
conflict that has prevailed in Afghanistan for the past sev-
eral years;

10. Requests the Secretary-General and his Personal

Representative to continue to encourage and facilitate the
early realization of a comprehensive political settlement
in Afghanistan in accordance with the provisions of the
Geneva Agreements and of the present resolution;

11. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees aimed at
providing humanitarian assistance to the Afghan refugees
and facilitating their voluntary return, and appeals to the
parties concerned to take all necessary measures to ease
their lot;

12.  Renews its appeal to all States and national and in-
ternational organizations to continue to extend humanita-
rian relief assistance with a view to alleviating the hardship
of the Afghan refugees, in coordination with the High
Commissioner;

13.  Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the Co-
ordinator for Humanitarian and Economic Assistance Pro-
grammes Relating to Afghanistan and calls upon all States
to provide to the Coordinator adequate financial and mate-
rial resources for the purposes of achieving the speedy re-
patriation and rehabilitation of the Afghan refugees, as
well as for the economic and social reconstruction of the
country;

14.  Requests the Secretary-General to keep Member
States and the Security Council informed of progress to-
wards the implementation of the present resolution and to
submit to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session
a report on the situation in Afghanistan and on progress
achieved in the implementation of the Geneva Agreements
and the political settlement relating to Afghanistan;

15.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security”,

64th plenary meeting
5 December 1991

46/24. Cooperation between the United Nations and
the League of Arab States

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of
cooperation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on cooperation between the United Nations and the League
of Arab States,*’

Recalling the decision of the Council of the League of
Arab States that it considers the League as a regional
organization within the meaning of Chapter VIII of the
Charter of the United Nations,

Noting with appreciation the desire of the League of
Arab States to consolidate and develop the existing ties
with the United Nations in all areas relating to the mainte-
nance of international peace and security, and to cooperate
in every possible way with the United Nations in the im-
plementation of United Nations resolutions relating to
Lebanon and to the question of Palestine and the situation
in the Middle East,

Aware of the vital importance for the countries members
of the League <1 Arab States of achieving a just, compre-



