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ing methods and practices that can have an adverse impact
on the conservation and management of living resources of
the marine environment,

Noting with satisfaction the various initiatives of the
States of the zone to contribute to the achievement of the
objectives of the zone,

1. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary-
General in accordance with resolution 45/36;*

2. Calls upon all States to cooperate in the promotion
of the objectives established in the declaration of the zone
of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic and to re-
frain from any action inconsistent with those objectives, as
well as with the Charter of the United Nations and relevant
resolutions of the Organization, particularly actions which
may create or aggravate situations of tension and potential
conflict in the region;

3. Welcomes the resolution adopted by the General
Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean at its twelfth
regular session, on cooperation between the Latin Ameri-
can nuclear-weapon-free zone and the zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic, in which it called upon
the States parties and signatories to the Treaty for the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)* and its additional proto-
cols* to submit suggestions on formulas for the creation
of cooperative mechanisms between the two zones;

4. Affirms the importance of the South Atlantic to
global maritime and commercial transactions and its deter-
mination to preserve the region for all activities protected
by relevant international law, including the freedom of
navigation in the high seas;

5. Welcomes the actions of the States of the zone to-
wards fulfilling the objectives of the final document of the
second meeting of States of the zone of peace and coop-
eration of the South Atlantic, held at Abuja, Nigeria, from
25 to 29 June 1990;*

6. Notes that, in a joint communiqué issued at Wind-
hoek on 13 September 1991, the Presidents of Namibia and
Brazil proposed the holding in 1992, after due consulta-
tions among all the countries of the zone, of a meeting at
Windhoek of Ministers of Trade and Industry of the coun-
tries of the zone, and of a meeting at Brasilia of high offi-
cials in the area of youth and sports, with a view to enhanc-
ing cooperation and development among the States of the
Zone;

7. Expresses its appreciation for the success so far
achieved by Namibia in the consolidation of its inde-
pendence and calls upon the international community to
render necessary assistance to Namibia in the areas of its
defined needs in order to strengthen further its inde-
pendence and sovereignty;

8. Notes with interest the hope expressed by the coun-
tries of the zone to welcome in the near future a non-racial
democratic South Africa into the community of South
Atlantic States;

9. Welcomes the peace agreements in Angola and
Liberia and calls upon the international community to
encourage and support these developments;

10. Urges all States to abstain from transferring into
and disposing within the region hazardous, toxic and
nuclear wastes and notes the determination of the States of
the zone to establish a mechanism aimed at monitoring,

collating and disseminating information and data on the
movement of hazardous, toxic and nuclear wastes within
the region;

11. Emphasizes the imperative need to conserve the
environment and the marine resources of the region and
urges all States to take necessary measures in order to pro-
tect the environment and conserve the marine resources;

12. Also urges all States not to engage in the use of
fishing methods and practices that can have an adverse im-
pact on the conservation and management of marine living
resources in the zone;

13. Stresses the historical importance of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to
be held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992, as an op-
portunity to advance further the objectives of the zone by
addressing the issue of environment and development in
all its ramifications, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989;

14. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance that
the Office of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the
Secretariat and the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme have extended towards the convening by the
States of the zone of seminars of a group of experts at Braz-
zaville from 12 to 15 June 1990 and at Montevideo from
3 to 6 April 1991, which were devoted to a review of the
development and implementation of the legal regime es-
tablished by the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea,®® and requests the Office and the Programme to
continue to provide assistance for the implementation of
follow-up measures agreed upon at Montevideo;

15. Expresses support for the determination of the
States of the zone that technical cooperation among devel-
oping countries be recognized as activities that can be fi-
nanced by the United Nations Development Programme,
and requests the United Nations as well as other relevant
international bodies to assist the States of the zone in the
realization of their needs in this regard, at their request,

16. Reaffirms the aspirations of the States of the zone
to make it an active instrument for fostering human rights,
fundamental freedoms, racial equality, justice and liberty
as integral elements of peace, development and coopera-
tion at national and regional levels;

17. Regquests the Secretary-General to keep the imple-
mentation of resolution 41/1 1 under review and to submit
a report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses-
sion, taking into account, inter alia, the views expressed
by Member States;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic”.

33rd plenary meeting
25 Novemkber 1991

46/20. Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization of African Unity

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity,*

Recalling its previous resolutions on the enhancement of
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza-
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tion of African Unity, in particular resolutions 43/12 of 25
October 1988, 43/27 of 18 November 1988, 44/17 of 1 No-
vember 1989 and 45/13 of 7 November 1990,

Recalling also the agreement of 15 November 1965 on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza-
tion of African Unity as updated and signed on 9 October
1990 by the Secretaries-General of the two organizations,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions, decisions and
declarations adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its fifty-fourth ordinary
session, held at Abuja, Nigeria, from 27 May to 1 June
1991,% and by the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment of that organization at its twenty-seventh ordinary
session held at Abuja from 3 to 5 June 1991,% in particular
its resolution AHG/Res. 205 (XXVII) on the African Eco-
nomic Community,

Considering the important statement made by the cur-
rent Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment of the Organization of African Unity before the
General Assembly on 4 October 1991,%

Mindful of the need for continued and closer cooperation
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies
and the Organization of African Unity, in particular in the
political, economic, social, technical, cultural and admin-
istrative fields,

Also mindful of the current political development in
South Africa and conscious of the need to provide in-
creased assistance to the people of South Africa and to
their national liberation movements in their legitimate
struggle to eradicate the policies of apartheid, and to the
independent States of southern Africa that are victims of
such policies,

Deeply concerned that the critical economic situation
persists in Africa despite the policies of reform being im-
plemented by African countries,

Concerned that some constraints, such as the collapse of
prices of primary commodities, severe debt-servicing bur-
dens and limited availability of finance, continue to pose
critical obstacles to African economic recovery and devel-
opment,

Considering that the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development 1986-1990% did not live up to
expectations,

Aware of the efforts under way by the Organization of
African Unity and its member States in the area of eco-
nomic integration and, in particular, the adoption by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity on 3 June 1991 at Abuja of
the Treaty establishing the African Economic Community,

Recalling further that in its resolution 45/13 it, inter
alia, called for increased support from the United Nations
and its relevant agencies for the establishment of an Afri-
can economic community,

Deeply concerned about the gravity of the situation of
the refugees and displaced persons in Africa and the urgent
need for increased international assistance to help African
countries of asylum,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza-
tion of African Unity and of his efforts to strengthen this
cooperation and to implement the relevant resolutions;

2. Notes with appreciation the increasing and contin-

ued participation of the Organization of African Unity in
the work of the United Nations and the specialized agen-
cies and its constructive contribution to that work;

3. Notes also with appreciation the efforts undertaken
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity
to reactivate the consultative mechanism between the two
organizations;

4. Commends the continued efforts of the Organization
of African Unity to promote multilateral cooperation and
economic integration among African States and requests
the United Nations system to continue to lend its suppon
to these efforts;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to continue to ensure closer cooperation with the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity on
the issue of decolonization;

6. Reiterates the determination of the United Nations,
in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, to
continue its efforts for the early eradication of racial dis-
crimination and apartheid in South Africa and to provide
adequate assistance to that end;

7. Urges the international community to contribute
generously to the Assistance Fund for the Struggle against
Colonialism and Apartheid, established by the Organi-
zation of African Unity, and to the Action for Resisting
Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid Fund, established by
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries;*'

8. Calls upon the United Nations organs—in particular
the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the
Special Committee against Apartheid—to continue 1o in-
volve closely the Organization of African Unity in all their
activities concerning Africa;

9. Urges all Member States and regional and interna-
tional organizations, in particular those of the United
Nations system, as well as non-governmental organi-
zations to provide economic and technical assistance to
African countries of asylum to enable them to withstand
the heavy burden imposed on their limited resources and
weak infrastructure by the presence in their countries of
large numbers of refugees;

10. Urges the United Nations to provide such technical
assistance as may be appropriate to the Organization of
African Unity should the latter decide to launch a peace-
keeping operation;

11, Reaffirms that the implementation of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the
1990s*2 will necessitate the full participation of the inter-
national community, in particular of the Governments,
organizations and programmes of the United Nations sys-
tem, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, and emphasizes the importance and the need
to ensure follow-up to and monitoring and implementation
of the New Agenda in accordance with General Assembly
decisions;

12, Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to work in close coordination and cooperation
with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity, in particular on follow-up to and review and evalu-
ation of the implementation of the New Agenda;
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13. Regquests the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to invite the representative of the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity to participate in the meet-
ings of all the United Nations bodies/committees and its
working groups on follow-up to and monitoring and as-
sessment of the implementation of the New Agenda;

14. Urges the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the relevant agencies of the United Nations system to
extend their support and cooperation to the member States
and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity for the effective organizational arrangement and
smooth functioning of the African Economic Community;

15. Also urges all Member States and regional and
international organizations, as well as non-governmental
organizations, to provide support as appropriate to the
establishment of the African Economic Community, and to
assist in economic integration and cooperation in Africa,
in particular by providing financial and technical assist-
ance to African regional and subregional organizations
such as the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and South-
ern African States, the Southern African Development Co-
ordination Conference, the Economic Community of Cen-
tral African States, the Economic Community of West
African States and the Arab Maghreb Union, as well as
those for drought and desertification such as the Permanent
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and
the Intergovernmental Authority for Drought and Develop-
ment;

16. Reiterates its appreciation to the Secretary-
General for his continued efforts to mobilize international
support for special programmes of economic assistance to
African States facing grave economic difficulties, as well
as to the front-line States and other independent States of
southern Africa to help them to cope with the effects of the
acts of aggression and destabilization committed by the
apartheid regime of South Africa;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Organization of African Unity informed periodically of
measures taken by the United Nations system and by the
international community in support of the implementation
of special programmes of economic assistance in Africa;

18. Endorses the agreement reached between the
organizations of the United Nations system and the
Organization of African Unity for the convening of a meet-
ing between the secretariats of those organizations, to be
held in 1992, in order to review and evaluate the final pro-
gress achieved in the implementation of the proposals and
recommendations agreed upon in April 1990 and 1991 on
cooperation between the Organization of African Unity
and the United Nations system for 1990-1991 and to adopt
new and effective joint action;

19. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to support the efforts of the Secretary-General of
the Organization of African Unity, with a view to holding
sectoral meetings in the priority areas of cooperation, par-
ticularly the establishment of the African Economic Com-
munity and the strengthening of the African regional and
subregional organizations;

20. Requests the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity to ensure that the representatives of their
secretariats continue to hold regular consultations, as and
when appropriate, on the implementation of the present
resolution;

21. Calls upon the relevant organs of the United

Nations system to continue to ensure the fair and equitable
representation of Africa at senior and policy levels at their
respective headquarters and in their regional and field
operations;

22. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
the United Nations information network continues to dis-
seminate information so as to increase public awareness of
the situation prevailing in southern Africa, as well as of the
social and economic problems and needs of African States
and of their regional and subregional institutions;

23. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple-
mentation of the present resolution and on the development
of cooperation between the Organization of African Unity
and the organizations within the United Nations system.

55th plenary meeting
26 November 1991

46/21. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations

The General Assembly,

Acting in accordance with the recommendation con-
tained in Security Council resolution 720 (1991) of 21 No-
vember 1991,*

Appoints Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali Secretary-General
of the United Nations for a term of office beginning on
1 January 1992 and ending on 31 December 1996.

59th plenary meeting
3 December 1991

46/23. The situation in Afghanistan and its implica-
tions for international peace and security

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security”,

Recalling its resolutions 43/20 of 3 November 1988,
44/15 of 1 November 1989 and 45/12 of 7 November 1990,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and the obligation of all States to
refrain in their international relations from the threat or use
of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and po-
litical independence of any State,

Reaffirming also the inalienable right of all peoples to
determine their own form of government and to choose
their own economic, political and social system free from
outside intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of
any kind whatsoever,

Gravely concerned about the situation in Afghanistan,
which resulted from the violation of principles of the Char-
ter and of the recognized norms of inter-State conduct,

Recalling the conclusion at Geneva, on 14 April 1988,
of the Agreements on the Settlement of the Situation
Relating to Afghanistan,* and the completion of the with-
drawal of foreign troops in accordance with those Agree-
ments,

Aware of the continuing concern of the international
community about the sufferings of the Afghan people and



