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also on full respect for the political, economic and social
realities of each of them, in strict compliance with the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter and for the basic pur-
pose of promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms through international co-
operation,

Reaffirming its resolution 45/163 of 18 December 1990,

Recalling its resolutions 32/130 of 16 December 1977,
37/200 of 18 December 1982, 41/155 of 4 December 1986
and 43/155 of 8 December 1988,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 2131 (XX) of 21 Decem-
ber 1965, 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 and 36/103 of
9 December 1981,

Bearing in mind also Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1991/79 of 6 March 199138

Taking note of the recommendation made by the Com-
mission on Human Rights in the annex to its resolution
1991/30 of 5 March 1991, that the Preparatory Commit-
tee for the World Conference on Human Rights, being
guided by a spirit of consensus, should make suggestions
aimed at ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-
selectivity of the consideration of human rights issues in
United Nations human rights forums,

Aware of the fact that the promotion, protection and full
exercise of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as
legitimate concerns of the world community should be
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends,

Underlining the obligation that Governments have to
promote and protect human rights and to carry out the re-
sponsibilities that they have undertaken under international
law, especially the Charter, as well as various international
instruments in the field of human rights,

1. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right
freely to determine, without external interference, their
political status and to pursue their economic, social and
cultural development, and that every State has the duty to
respect that right within the provisions of the Charter, in-
cluding respect for territorial integrity;

2. Reaffirms that it is a purpose of the United Nations
and the task of all Member States in cooperation with the
Organization to promote and encourage respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms and to remain vigilant
with regard to violations of human rights wherever they
occur;

3. Calls upon all Member States to base their activities
for the protection and promotion of human rights, includ-
ing the development of further international cooperation
in this field, on the Charter, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,* the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights?® and other relevant in-
ternational instruments and to refrain from activities that
are inconsistent with this international legal framework;

4. Considers that international cooperation in this field
should make an effective and practical contribution to the
urgent task of preventing mass and flagrant violations of
human rights, to the promotion of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all and to the strengthening of inter-
national peace and security;

5. Affirms that the promotion, protection and full reali-

zation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as
legitimate concerns of the world community, should be
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends;

6. Expresses its conviction that an unbiased and fair
approach to human rights issues contributes to the promo-
tion of international cooperation as well as to the effective
promotion, protection and realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

7. Underlines, in this context, the continuing need for
impartial and objective information on the political, eco-
nomic and social situations and events of all countries;

8. Invites Member States to consider adopting, as ap-
propriate, within the framework of their respective legal
systems and in accordance with their obligations under in-
ternational law, especially the Charter, as well as interna-
tional human rights instruments, the measures that they
may deem appropriate to achieve further progress in inter-
national cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect
for human nights and fundamental freedoms;

9. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, at its
forty-eighth session, to continue to examine ways and
means to strengthen United Nations action in this regard,
on the basis of the present resolution and of Commission
resolution 1991/79;

10. Reguests the Secretary-General to invite Govern-
ments, in responding to the request in paragraph 8 of Com-
mission on Human Rights resolution 1991/79, to comment
also on the present resolution and on ways and means to
strengthen United Nations action in this regard, in time for
the transmission of their comments to the Preparatory
Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights
and the regional conferences for their consideration:

I'l.  Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Pre-
paratory Committee for the World Conference on Human
Rights with the United Nations documentation relevant to
the present resolution.
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46/130. Respect for the principles of national sover-
eignty and non-interference in the internal af-
fairs of States in their electoral processes

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the purposes of the United Nations to de-
velop friendly relations among nations based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peo-
ples and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen
universal peace,

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Also recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October
1970, by which it approved the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Further recalling the principle enshrined in Article 2,
paragraph 7, of the Charter of the United Nations, which
establishes that nothing contained in the Charter shall
authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which
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are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any State
or shall require the Members to submit such matters to
settlement under the Charter,

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the op-
pressed people of South Africa for the elimination of apart-
heid and for the establishment of a society in which all the
people of South Africa as a whole, irrespective of race, col-
our or creed, will enjoy equal and full political and other
rights and participate freely in the determination of their
destiny,

Also reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of all
peoples under colonial and foreign domination, particu-
larly the Palestinian people, for the exercise of their in-
alienable right to self-determination and national inde-
pendence, which will enable them to decide freely on their
own future,

Recognizing that the principles of national sovereignty
and non-interference in the internal affairs of any State
should be respected in the holding of elections,

Also recognizing that there is no single political system
or single model for electoral processes equally suited to all
nations and their peoples, and that political systems and
electoral processes are subject to historical, political, cul-
tural and religious factors,

Recalling its resolutions 44/147 of 15 December 1989
and 45/151 of 18 December 1990,

1. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right,
freely and without external interference, to determine their
political status and to pursue their economic, social and
cultural development, and that every State has the duty to
respect that right in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter;

2. Reaffirms that it is the concern solely of peoples to
determine methods and to establish institutions regarding
the electoral process, as well as to determine the ways for
its implementation according to their constitution and na-
tional legislation;

3. Also reaffirms that any activities that attempt, di-
rectly or indirectly, to interfere in the free development of
national electoral processes, in particular in the developing
countries, or that intend to sway the results of such pro-
cesses, violate the spirit and letter of the principles estab-
lished in the Charter and in the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations;

4. Recognizes that there is no universal need for the
United Nations to provide electoral assistance to Member
States, except in special circumstances such as cases of de-
colonization, in the context of regional or international
peace processes or at the request of specific sovereign
States, by virtue of resolutions adopted by the Security
Council or the General Assembly in each individual case,
in strict conformity with the principles of sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of States;

5. Urges all States to respect the principle of non-
interference in the internal affairs of States and the sover-
eign right of peoples to determine their political, economic
and social system;

6. Strongly appeals to all States to refrain from financ-
ing or providing, directly or indirectly, any other form of

overt or covert support for political parties or groups and
from taking actions to undermine the electoral processes in
any country;

7. Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat or
use of force against peoples, their elected Governments or
their legitimate leaders;

8. Solemnly declares that only the total eradication of
apartheid and the establishment of a non-racial, democratic
society based on majority rule, through the full and free
exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a united and
non-fragmented South Africa, can lead to a just and lasting
solution to the situation in South Africa;

9. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of all peo-
ples under colonial and foreign domination, particularly
the Palestinian people, for the exercise of their inalienable
right to self-determination and national independence,
which will enable them to determine their political, eco-
nomic and social system, without interference;

10. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights, at its
forty-eighth session, to give priority to the review of the
fundamental factors that negatively affect the observance of
the principles of national sovereignty and non-interference
in the internal affairs of States in their electoral processes
and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh
session, through the Economic and Social Council;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im-
plementation of the present resolution under the item en-
titled “Human rights questions”.
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46/131. Elimination of all forms of religious intoler-

ance

The General Assembly,

Conscious of the need to promote universal respect for,
and observance of, human rights and fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981,
by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief,

Recalling its resolution 45/136 of 14 December 1990, in
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to
continue its consideration of measures to implement the
Declaration,

Encouraged by the efforts being made by the Commis-
sion on Human Rights and by the Subcommission on Pre-
vention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to
study relevant developments affecting the implementation
of the Declaration,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1990/27 of 2 March 1990* and Economic and Social
Council decision 1990/229 of 25 May 1990, by which the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine
incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the world
that are incompatible with the provisions of the Declara-
tion and to recommend remedial measures as appropriate
was extended for two years,

Recognizing that it is desirable to enhance the promo-



